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ABSTRACT

The state of Nkoransa was founded in the 1720's by migrants
from the Kumase'area. it was carved out of the territory of
the Bono-Takyiman Kingdom after the destruction of that

kingdom in 1722/23 by the Asante.

The nature of the ©political, social and economic
institutions which evolved in the Nkoransa state was
determined by the circumstances out of which the state
emerged, the general developments within the state and
external influences in the course of time. Fundamentally,
the ruling lineage of Nkoransa adopted the Asante system of
government . But to promote unity and stability the
immigrant rulers actively involved the indigenous peoples in

the political administration.

The social institutions which emerged in Nkoransa were, in
essence, the result of a fusion of the values, custbms and
practices of both the Asante immigrants and their Bono
subjects. This blend resulted in the submefgence of
distinctions between the way of life of the ruling class and

that of their subordinates. Ultimately, the Nkoransa people

iv



came to assume a Bono identity, the origin of the state's

founders notwithstanding.

Nkoransa's economy hinged on agriculture. However, trading-
became a very important activity from the second half of
the nineteenth century when Kintampo emerged as the most
important commercial centre in northern Ghana, after the
decline of Salaga. During the last guarter of that century,
the state became the main centre of the kola trade in Ghana.
Besides kola, rubber, gold, ivory and slaves were also

important commodities traded in on the Kintampo market.

From the time of its creation until 1874, relations between
Nkoransa and its northern and western neighbours tended to
be hostile, while those with the states to its east and with
Asante were cordial. This trend of Nkoransa's foreign
relations was basically the result of her active involvement
in Asante's northward expansion as from the eighteenth
century when Asante was particularly aggressive in the area

to the north-west, of which Nkoransa formed a part.

After the British defeat of Asante in 1874 the nature of
Nkoransa's external relations altered radically. The change
was due to the post - 1874 Anglo-Asante rivalry in northern
Ghana. Asante was determined to revive its disintegrated

northern empire which followed its 1874 defeat and to regain

v



full control over the north—soﬁth trade. Nkoransa was
expected to play a leading role in that exercise. On the
other hand, the British were resolved to end all Asante
political and economic domination here. To acilleve these
objectives it became necessary for the British to first gain

control over NKkoransa.

From the late 1870's Nkoransa began to drift away irom total
allegiance to Asante and to draw closer to the Eastern Brong
states which had asserted their independence from Kumase in
1874 and had come together to form a defensive alliance
under the protection of the British. Nkoransa's move
towards this alliance was seen by the Asante as posing a
serious threat to their ©policy of reconstruction.
Consequently, Nkoransa came under Asante attack in 1892 and
1893. Though Nkoransa was defeated, British intervention
prevented Asante from re-establishing its domination over

the state.

In the late 1890's the government in Nkoransa became split
over the 1issue of whether to serve the British or the

Asante. Ultimately, Nkoransa decided to remain loyal to the

British.
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PREFACE

This is a study of the pre-colonial history of Nkoransa from
the early eighteenth century to 1900. It examines two major
themes. The first is the mode of formation of the state and
the second, the nature of its intercourse 'with its

neighbours during the last two centuries.

As a result of the lack of documents on Nkoransa, its
history has been largely ignored and it is the purpose of
this work to combine material from oral sources with such
little written evidence as «could be obtained from
documentary sources to help £ill any lacunae in NKoransa's
history. However, this work by no means exhausté the
treatment of the chosen themes since it was impossible for
the author to lay hands on all the relevant'data that was
required fdr analysis. What has been done is what was
possible with the available evidence from both oral and

archival sources.

This study has subjected certain factors relating to the
formation of the Nkoransa state and the complex nature of
its foreign relations to closer examination and has given

them new meanings. It is my hope that the work would
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stimulate the interest of readers and kindle the quest for
further research in the largely unexplored field of

Nkoransa's history.

I am filled with a profound sense of gratitude to all those
who contributed in diverse ways to make this work see the
light of day. It is, in fact, 1impossible to name them
individually for the expression of my gratitude. However,
I deem it appropriate to make special mention of a few
individuals whose contributions to the success of this work
were, particularly, inestimable. First, I wish to thank and
express my deep appreciation to the Head of the bepartment
of Hiétory, Professor D;E.K. Amenumey, Ifor the special
interest he took in my work and the constant encouragement
he gave me. Secondly, I oWe a great debt of gratitude to my
Principal Supervisor, Dr. S8.Y. Boadi-Siaw and my Co-
Supervisor, Dr. Kofi Affrifah who read through every
manuscript I wrote, made sincere comments and criticisms as
well as valuable suggestions and alsoc offered me 211 the
guidance I required. They deserve my most heartfelt thanks.
I also thank the entire staff of the Department of History,
U.C.C., for the various forms of assistance I received both
officially and unoificially. For the typing of my
manuscripts at various stages of the preparation of this
thesis I am grateful to the typists of the Department of

Arts and Social Science Education, U.C.C.



In the course of my fieldwork I received assistance from
several people to whom I would like to express my gratitude.
First, I sincerely thank Dr. K.0. Brempong, a research
fellow of the Institute of African Studies, Legon, for
providing me with two volumes of documented traditions of
the Techiman state and for directing me to other sources
from where I obtained very useful research material. Dr.
Wilfred Owen (Jnr) who made available to me his field notes
and a dfaft paper he prepared on the history of Nkoransa

also deserves my profound thanks.

Secondly, I thank all the helpful workers at the Balme and
I.A.S. libraries, both at Legon, and at the search rooms of
the offices of the NWational Archives of Ghana, {Accra,
Kumasi and Sunyani) and Manhyia Archives, Kumasi, for their

much needed assistance and courtesy.

Finally, I wish to thank all my informants, particularly the
Paramount Chief of Nkoransa, Okatakyie Agyeman Kudom IV, who
in spite of his numerous responsibilities, found time to

grant me as many as seven separate interviews.
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INTRODGCTION

Trom the time of its emergence during the third decade of
the eighteenth century untii the end of the nineteenth/
Ykoransa played a central role in most of the major
historical events that occurred in the Asante hinterland.
However, the political, economic and social developments
within the state, during the period, and the extent of the
impact of those developments on the history of the HNorth-
western region of Ghana, in particular, still await serious
and detaziled studies by historians. Work done on NKeransa,
so far, has tended to focus on the story of its founding and
the superficial survey of its foreign relations after its
Emergence.

Brief references to circumstances leading to the rise of
Nkoransa have been made by such early writers as C.C.

Feindorf in The History of Gold Coast and Asante, {(2nd ed.

1966) and R.3. Rattray in Ashanti Law and Constitution,

(1%29). During the second half of this century, W.E.F. Ward

in A History of Ghana (rev. 2nd ed. 1958) and Professor J.K.

fynn, Asante and 1ts HNeighbours (1971) have made similar

reierences. The story of the rise of Nkoransa is told in

much greater detail in Francis Fuller's A Vanished Dynasty:

Ashanti (1921) and in three of Mrs Meyerowitz's works: Akan

Traditions of Origin, (1952); At The Court of An African

1



ring, {(1962) and The Early History of the Akan States of

Ghana, (1974). Besides the creation of Nkoransa, however,

—1

all the writers mentioned say little else.

Professor Francis Agbodeka's reference to Nkoransa in his

can Politics and British Policy in the Gold Coast 1868-

41

r

Fh

A

00 ({1971) focuses on the state's trade relations with

'_.l
uy

ante and the British during the latter half of +the

N
n

nineteenth century. Professor Ivor Wilks' Asante in the

Fh

Nineteenth century (1975) and Thomas Lewin's Asante Before

the British: The Prempean Years, 1875-1800, (1973) give
patchy accountis on Nkoransa's external relations. The 1

"'I‘

two writers, however, present their accounts within +he

@]
Q
j~a
je]

verti and horizorntal relationships involving

+h

conLext ©
the peripheral states of the Asante empire and the central

government 1in rumase.

D

In various articles, Professor Kwame Arhin has touched on
the political znd economic aspects of Nkoransa's history.
His draft paper on the nineteenth century commercial
emporium of HKintampo, to the north of Nkoransa entitled,
"Government in Traditional Market Towns with Reference to
Kintampo in Yorth-Central Ghana" {1971) is a work +that

L

ast T P - : rooy :
greacly stimulated the interest of this writer. The work



s a strong basis for examining, in detail, +the

L]

il

rovid

nt role played by Nkoransa in the trade and politics

1
2]

EN
[

[

3

PO

5f Ghana during the last quarter of the nineteenth century.

One writer who has shown great interest in the study of the
history of Nkoransa is Jack Goody. 1In an introduction to
"ashanti and the Northwest" in supplement No.1 to Research

855), Goody presents historical accounts on

}=r

zZeview {
Kkoransa, spanning the whole period covered by this work.
Goody &also co-authored "The History and Traditions of

Nroransa," in the same supplement, with C.Y. Boateng. 2As

—

7:ith the works of the other writers already reierred to, the

l—.l

imitations to Goody's exposition on Nkoransa relate to

depth of treatment of cubjects.

fred Qwen's studies on Nkoransa provided very useful
material which helped, to a considerable ezxtent, in
establishing the perspective of +his study. Qwen, who

embarked on extensive studies in Nkoransa during the 1970's,

-4

lecte

Co

[&F

and analysed oral traditions from most of +h

rt
M

&

towns and villages of +the state. He worked on h

t
D

biographies of a number of nineteenth century Wkoransa
rulers {Owen's field notes on Asante collective Biography
Project, 1971), and wrote =z draft paper on the locail
poli;ics of Tkoransa during the 1890's. The paper,

R (AR ] - - 4 - 2 3
encitled, "Hkoransa on the Eve of British Control of

(€3]



- : PR 3. Fa z
Asante," (19873) gives & lucid acceuntc of tie perceptlons oL

for attzining greater fresdom from external control of the
tnternal affairs of the state. Except for the fact thaf
Owen limited his studies to the nineteenth century,
particularly towards the end of 1t, the depth of his

treatment of various subjects is commendable and inspiring.

The purpose ¢f this study is to examine, in detail, the
factors which zccounted for the emergence of KNkoransa as
well as thoss that conditioned the foreign policy oi the
cstate. In analysing the factors that wvere responsible for
the formation -of Nkeransa, the comparative decisivensss of
such issues as prevailing conditions in the area where the
state emerged; external pressures anc the level of political
consciousnsss of personalities inveolved in the process of
stzte formation have been discussed. The external relations

aspect of the study took account of the in

rk
[}
=
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between the dynamics of Nkoransa's internzal politics and the

influences of externsl powers. The 1mpact of internal

developments on the direction of the state's external

L&)

olicies has, thus, been given the necessary attention.

in broad terms, the study has been divided into two parts.
The first part which deals wit T lidati
fi ¢ whic eals with the creation, consolidation

and organization of Nkoransa is based on original as well as



e '
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s history up to

(T

sbheut 1800. The secend part discusses Nkoransa's foreign

policy from the time of its founding during the third decads

of the eighteenth century to 1900. This section is based

principally on original research and on essential material

from published sources.

The first part of the work begins with a background study
involving a look at the geographical setting of Hkoransea and
the impact c¢ifi environment as well as the phenomenon of

s 0f Ghana

4
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mmigration of Zoreigne
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on the human activities and culture of the people of the

*ri.

situation in Nkoransa

(D
t
4]
rt
jay
D

state. The study &also cov
Lerritory prior to the creation of the state. This section
examines the ethnic compositicn of the porulation of

Nkoransa; the geographical distribution of the porulation

FER ] r - - L) -
tie iouncers of the state are traced Then follows an
eraminatlion of the political, social and economic conditions

i 41 - . -
iR ihe pono area which made the emergence of XNkoransa

possible. The first part of the vwork ceoncludes with a study

(#2]



0of the strategies adopted by the early rulers of Nkoransa to
consolidate the state and +the political and social

institutions evolved to run its affairs.

The second part of the work is devoted to a study of the
nature of developments in Nkoransa's relations with other
states. It first examines the pervading influence of
external powers, particularly of Asante, on the character of
i'koransa's foreign relations for a greater part of the
eighteenth century through to 1900. Then it deals with the
interrelationships between internal and external pressures
and their effects on the course of external relations of
Wkoransa. In particular, it studies these: the impact of
the exacting burdens associated with HNkoransa's subjection
and military commitments to Asante; the impact of the
British defeat of Asante in 1874; factionalism and the
giruggle for power in Nkoransa and the restrictions on

freedom of action under British protection.

Essentially, then, this work is a story of the phenomenal

b

ise of a state in central Ghana during the early eighteenth
century; the rapid growth of the state in terms of
territorial expansion, political ‘influence as well as
miiitary power and finally, the significant impact it nade
on the historical developments of the area up to the end of

the nincteenth century.



Principally, archival material and oral traditions provided
the basis for the study. The archival sources came from the
Wational Archives of Ghana (Accra, Kumasi and Sunyani} and
Manhyia Archives (Ashanti Research Project and Records

ffice)}, Kumasi. The main sources from which data were

-

athered include files of the Secretary of Native Affairs

La}

and the Chief Commissioﬁer of Ashanti's reports classified
under the ADM.II series. Ffrom the Manhyia Archives,
documented stool histories of several towns and villages as
vwell as lineages were studied. A copy of a report of a
British trade mission to the north-east of Ghana {then Gold

876 and another on G.E. Ferguson's diplomatic

-

Coast) 1in
mission to the north in 1892 from the Public Record Office,
London providad very useful source material. =Bo:h reports
are kept at the library of the Institute of African Studies,

Legon.

Owing to the scarcity of documentary material on *he history
of Nkoransa for the eighteenth century and most of the
nineteenth, this work depended heavily on oral traditions.
Traditional sources also include those traditicns collected
and documented under a special project carried out by the
Institute of African Studies, Legon, during the 1960's and
1970"s. The writer collected oral traditions from XNkoransa
and Mo Dbetween July 1995 and March 1995, Certain

L ' - 1. - - .
l1filculties beyond the conctrol of the writer prevented the



rom Tekyiman. Tortunately,

-ty

collisction of oral data
. . e s
Cocumented traditions as described above which contain

of

1]

tives by most of the prominent traditional ruier

H

{4
14
|v¢
81}

e state in the late 1960's and early 1970's provided a
rreat deal of the material regquired. Similar compilaticns
for such adjacent states as Banda, Namasa, Prang, Yeji,

Kwame Danso (Dwan) Abease and Atebubu enabled the writer to
make Lhe necessary cross-checking with Hkoransa tradition

-
-2r

a critical analysis.

|4

L

+]

he tradition recorded at the court of the paramount chief

'

of nkoransa was a sort of 'officlial history' which was
colléctively compiled by the Nkoransahene and his elders.
The material, so compilled, was then presented to the writer
in seven separate interviews with the paramount chief with
some court officials present on some o©ccasions. Such

official’' accounts normally have limitations as to the

infermation provided. The writer, however, strove to

[

stablish the needed rapport in the course of gathering %ihe
data and was thus able to collect satisfactory material for
the work. Moreover, narratives from other places in
Nkoransa helped to complement the accounts at the court in

the capital and served to check them.

1

ertain observations need to be made about the fieldwork

(]
2]
o

lating Lo the collection of oral traditions. One of these



cbhservations confirms the fear expressed by Philip D. Curtin
about the diminishing wealth of oral traditions in Africa
three decades ago. In an article entitled "Field Techniques

for Collecting and Processing Ooral Data" (gournal of-

ifrican History, Vol.IX, No.3, 1968, p.369), Curtin notsd

thus, "the pace of modernisation and of political change is
sweeping away older orally transmitted traditiens." Though
he gave no indication that he foresaw the complete
extinction of orally transmitted knowledge, he was
convinced, at the time of writing, that in the next two or
three decades the wealth of traditional history would no
longer be extant. He, thus, asserted that contemporary
histdrians were the last generation that would have the
opportunity of recording such older traditions as still
2xisted. Thilip Curtin'é observation was found to be very
true in Wkoransa's case. In the course of the research,
this writer noted that many of the informants interviewed
could only give accounts of recent twentieth century
historical events, apart from the widely known story of the
founding of Wkoransa following the fall of the old Bono
Kingdom and the outstanding features of the reigns of the

prominent nineteenth century rulers of the state.

Tiie writer also observed that all the informants interviewed
in the older pre-Nkoransa settlements claimed that their

various towns or villages were independent of all other



Lnown states or peoples in the locality yntil they fell
under +he domination of the rulers of Nkoransa after the
conzusst of the Bono Kingdom. Evidence obtained ZIrom

sevaraz]l other areas, however, disproved these claims.

The problem of chronology normally faced by reseafchers who
deal with oral traditions was also encountered by the
writer. The sequence of major historical events in which
the state became involved and the regnal periods of certain
rulers of Nkoransa were mixed up. Efforts were, thus, made
to clear up the confusion through the use of important
landmarks of Ghana's history and evidence froﬁ archival

SOuUrces.

finally, the writer faced the problem of getting access to
a1l the necessary data 1in some c¢ases. A number of
informants were not forthcoming during the initial contacts,
however, the necessary rapport was built in most of such
cases and useful information collected. But this was not
until all doubts about the writer's identity and purpose of
the interviews had been dispelled. In spite of the usual
shortcomings of oral traditions, however, they provided an
invaluable source of historical material that enabled this

writer to interpret aspects of Nkoransa history as contained

in this work.

10



CHEPTER OXE

RE-NRORANSE STATES &ND PEOPLES

It
.

P

A. Introduction: The State: Its Geographical Setting and
Economic Activities

The state of Nkoransaioccupies approrximately the middle of
+he Brong Ahafo Region with its traditional capital at
wkoransa town. During the last quarter of the nineteenth
century and the early vears of the twentieth, Nkoransa was
the main traditional state in Central Ghana which straddled
what was formerly the central trade route leading from
Kumase through '"the Desert of Ghofan"! and . Gbuipe to
external markets in Hausaland and the Niger Bend. A section
of the northern boundary of the Ashanti Region marks the
southern limit of Nkoransa territory from where it extends
northwards as far as the northerr loop of the Black Volte

river (See Map 1).

Rhoransa encompasses 6,004 square kilometres with a
ropulaticn far in excess of 150,000.3 This population is
composed of peoples of diverse ethnic background who speak
a2 motley of languages. 1In the south, the dominant language
is Akan {the Nkoransa Brong dialect). 1In the north, several
other languages are spoken. These are mainly of the Gur
linguistic family.{ The diversity of ethnic groupings as

11



represented by the variety of languages is epitomised by the
situation at Kintampo, the largest town To the north of
Hko;énsa. Besides the Brong community, the other
inhabitants of the town belong to over a dozen ethnic groups
constituting various proportions of the population. The
groups include the Wangara (Senufo or Mande), Hausa, Gonja,
Degha (Mo), Banda, Dagarti, Frafra, Wala, Dagomba, Grushi,
Sissala, Ch&kosi, Gruma and other less significant groups.
As a result of the former position of Kintampo as an
emporium in the long distance transit trade which linked
Ghana with other regions of West Africa and even the

Maghreb, many of the inhabitants of the state are

descendants of immigrants from Ghana's neichbouring states.5

The Nkoransa area forms part of the region physiographically
referred to as Voltaian Basin. 'The area is largely made up
of ‘'gently dipping' or flat rFtedded sandstones which
generally speaking, are easily eroded during heavy rains.®
The northernmost part of the state, the area immediately
south of the Black Volta river, 1is an almost flat and
extensive plain with an elevation of between 60 and 150
metres above sea level. The southern district, which
occupies part of the southern Voltaian plateau, howvever, has
an average clevation of about 450 metres above sea level.
The mean annual rainfall is variable. The rainfall figures

gradually reduce as one moves from south to north. This

12



pattern replicates the general situation in Ghana. The
southern districts of the state receive a mean annual
rainfall of approximately 143 centimetres per annum while

the northernmost parts record less than 125 centimetres of

rainfall annually.7

The vegetation of the state follows the pattern of rainfall
distribution. The vegetation is thickest in the south and
thins out gradually towards the north, until the
northernmost part shows a picture of a typical wooded
savanna zZone. Generally, the vegetation of a larger part of
the state undergoes marked changes during different seasons.
In the wet season, the area looks green and full of life.
Soon after the rains, leaves begin to change in colour from
lush green to yvellow, and the trees begin to shed them. The
whole area soon presents a parched and desolate look.S To
a very large ecxtent, the present state of the vegetation is
man-made. Regular bush burning, over—-grarcing and
cultivation have all contributed to the change. There is in
fact, evidence that Nkoransa has lost much of its forest
cover. Most of the area is covered with grass, which is
gradually moving southwards. This situation
notwithstanding, the area retains its characteristics as a'
transitional zone between the wet, thick tropical forest of

Ashanti and the dry savanna woodland of northern Ghana.

13



With the vegetation of Nkoransa being larggly wooded
savanna, subsistence agriculture is the main economic
activity. This agriculture is generally based on the
traditional shifting cultivation or "bush fallowing" system.
The traditional system of farming is gradually beilng
abandoned by some farmers who have taken to the use of
chemical fertilizer to improve the yvield of their farmlands
when they become impoverished. These farmers, mainly maize
and vegetable producers, are able to cultivate the same plot

of land repeatedly for several farming seasons.

Most farms are mixed crop farms in which more than one crop
is grown on a given plot of land. The most common food
crops produced are yams, maize, groundnuts, millet, guinea
corn, cassava, cocoyam, plantain, cowpeas and rice. The
farmers export the produce in excess of their needs of the
local population to urban centres south and north of

Nkoransa.

The most important fruit broduced in the area is mango.
This is exported in large quantities to various parts of
Ghana. Previously, mangoes could only be collected from
wild mango trees but, in recent years, mango plantations are
being cultivated, particularly, in the Kintampo area.

For sometime now, many farmers_ have turned to the

cultivation of vegetables such as tomatoes, okra, repper and

14



eqgg plant, which mature quickly and have a high_demand both
lccally and externally. some of these farmers produce
vegetables on full time basis. Qthers grow industrial raw
materials like tobacco and cotton which have ready markets.
To ensure that faimers meet the requirements of
manufacturers tobacco and cotton production is rejulated and
supervised by technical personnel of tobacco companies and
the Cotton Board. Of late interest in cotton production has

declined due to low prices paid for raw cotton.

In the past, cococa was an important crop preduced in
lNkoransa. The area has now lost its importance as a cocoa
producing zone as a result of a steady decline in the
quantity of the crop produced over the years. A major cause
of the decline in cocoa production in the area is the high
incidence of bush burning which has destroyed large acreages
of cocoa farm. A second factor is the southward spread of
the grassland and the consequent loss of some of the state's
forestland which is most suitable for cocoa production.
Thirdly, the introduction and wide acceptance of mechanized
farming between the 1960's and early 1980's has enabled
local farmers to embark on large scale maize broduction.
This has adversely affected the output of cocoa,
particularly, as cocoa farmers who have lost their cocoa
farms through bushfire or some other means have taken to

maize cultivation.
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During %he nineteenth century, two products wh;ch gained
great commercial significance'here rubber and kola nuts.
The NWkoransa area became noted for the production and export
of both creps. Rubber was exported southwards to the
coastal area from where it was shipped overseas. On the
other hand, kola nuts were exported northwards Fy land to

markets outside Ghana. Kano in Hausaland and Timbuctu in
the Middle Niger were important markets to which kola from
the Nlikoransa area was exported. Kintampo became the leading
market for kola nuts in Ghana during the 1870's. According
to R.A. Freeman, the market "attracted the commerce of the
greater part of Korthern and Central Africa.’" ¥F¥ola nuts
and gold from the forest zone, particularly Asante, were
exchanged with slaves and manufactured articles’, leather
works, woven fabrics and metal ware on the Kintampo market.
Today, these two products are no longer important in the

state as export crops.

The growth of Kintampo as a major entrepot of the long
distance trade between the forest region of West Africa and
the commercial regions of Hausaland and the Kiger Bend
enabled the state of Kkoransa to acquire the tradition of a
trading state. Indigenes of the state as well as immigrants
and itinerant traders engaged in the lucrative import and
export trade which centred on Kintampo. The Kintampo market

led to the development of a network of kola depots at the
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principal areas of production. Prominent among these were
Bechem; Techimantia, Techire and Tanoso, all on the Kumasi-

Sunyani route.

Besides food and cash crop production and trading, animal
husbandry is also important in Nkoransa. Families usually
keep small numbers of goats, 'sheep and fowls to serve
domestic needs. 1In the past, a few people kept some cattle
as a source of income. Most of these people were northern
immigrants in whose areas of origin cattle rearing was a
traditional activity. There were few cattle kraals and
these were, almost all, limited to the area around Kintampo
and béyond. Wormally, people travelled to the north to
procure cows and bulls for special occasions such as

{festivals and funerals.

Cattle rearing is gradually growing in importance as a
commercial venture. To some extent ownership of a large
herd of cattle has come to constitute a kind of status
symbol. It is, thus, becoming the practice of most well-to-
do people to acquire cattle herds of some size. Today,
therefore, cattle kraals have been established in many parts
of the state. The number of animals in the kraals range
from a few tens to several hundreds. There are large kraals
al fkoransa, Kintampo, Babatokuma, Dawadawa, Kadelso, Portor

and many other places.
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One traditional activity which is fast losing its attraction
is hunting for both big and small game. This was a learned
profession usually handed down from father tc son. Hunters
were highly respected in Nkoransa society because they
constituted the core of the fighting forces of the state.
They also led in reconnaissance work and often pioneered the
establishment of settlements. Many of the hunters' camps
grew into villages and towns. Akomadan is believed to be
one of such camps which developed into a large settlement.10
¥unso, about twenty five kilometres north-east of Kintampo
was very important for hunting. A large number of big
animals such as the elephant and the bush cow were killed at
the village during the first half of the present century.
Tcday, hunting has lost its charm in the area. ‘One reason
for this is the drastic reduction in the population of wild
animals as a result of uncontrclled hunting in the past.
Another reason is that, young people are not prepared to
endure the hardships of hunting which involves sleeping in
the bush for several days. Finally, the few prospective
hunters and even the veterans are deterred by laws passed to
regulate hunting and thereby protect wildlife. People are,
therefore, not prepared to take risks when hunting has lost

the prestige it enjoved in the past.

Two important craft industries found in Nkoransa are pottery

and blacksmithing. Pottery is usually undertaken by women,
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e mzorisy of whom are Degha womea. The main centrss ot
“he pot industiry are located in the Kintampo area. Most of
the Dotz are used localiiy with a few gxnported to places
QUTSiGE

Ziacksmithing is widely practised in the state. Blacksmic

manuiacture Liron implements both for farming a&ana for
warfare Thevy fesnhion such impiements as noes, axes and

fiint-lock guns. They

wespons like arrow heads, sSpears an

aiso manufacture traps ifor catchlng rodents and othner smarl

enimals as well &s parcridges. 3lacksmiths formed a very

resvectablie guiid 1in Nkoransa in the past. Juring tos
nineteenth century, the stete established & corps of

Hilometres north of . koransa. This ectabpiisnment was
reierred to as Atomfooso (The Blacksmiths' Camp) and its

chief was known as Ator:foosohene (Chief of the Blacksmiths'

Camp ).

TYa - - . v . . - .
In NKoramsa, man and his environlien: have infiuenced each
otner greatly. Over the years, human activities have lec to
Marked changes in the area's vegetaition with the result
wnat, much of the state's forest cover has Dbeen iost. The

S, 3 - LRE e - )
Largest part of Nkoransa area is now grassland. Changes in
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environmental conditions have, 1in turn, influenced the
traditional activities of the people in the state. Today,
the farmers of the state are move of producers of savanna
crops than forest crops. They produce such crops as maize,
millet, guinea éorn, groundnuts, cow peas and yams. Only
small quantities of forest crops such as plantain and

cocoyam are produced in the area.

In addition to agricultural activities, trading has also
become a major economic activity 1in the state. The
phenomenal growth of Kintampo into the leading commercial
centre in the northern part of Ghana!’ in the 1870's accounts
for the increase in importance of trade in Nkoraqéa. The
main effécts of increased commercial activities ‘include the
influx of immigrants into the statey the emergence of
traders' towns (Zongos) in the major town% and the rapid
spread of Islam which .s now the religion of a majoritv of
the immigrant traders. The socio-econcmic life of the
people of Rkoransa has, thus, been influenced to a great

extent by environmental conditions as well as phenomenal

historical developments in commercial activities.

\B. Early States and Inhabitants of the Area
Hot all the peoples who inhabit the area today originate
from the place: some claim to be aboriginals, others are

descendants of immigrants. Some of its inhabitants were
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established in the area long before the state came into
being while others moved in some time after its creation.
It is not certain how long the pre-Nkoransa inhabitants had
been living in the area. However, archaeological evidence
suggests that the ancestors of the Bono of Manso and
Takyiman had organised a state in the area by the middle of
the fourteenth century.ﬁ ‘These early inhabitants belonged
to lineages of autochtonous and immigrant origin.
Descendants of the former usually point to nearby caves from
which, they claim, their ancestors emerged some centuries
before. For instance, the Bono of Manso and Takyiman claim
to have emerged from a home at Amuowi, a few kilohetres from
Pinihi, (See Map 4), in the Nkoransa state.141

The people of Anyiman, (See Map 4) in the Nkoransa state
also claim to have emeryed from a cave called "Worobo" near
their present settlement.! ;The immigrant lineages, on the

other hand, claim to have come in as refugees, as hunters or

85 warriors.

Many of the immigrants whose migration preceded the founding

of Nkoransa such as the Droman were of southern Akan

. Y
origin.10

These were later to acquire a 1local identity.
They handed down some of their own cultural features and
accepted others from the local inhabitants. 1In this way

they became Brong although the term was also used to

—
2

distiqguish the autochtonous from the immigrants.”
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One group of the earlier inhabitants. the Bono,h.were well

organised into a prosperous étate with powerful rulers.
Others who claim to have been independent entities usually
lived 1in small communities with tiny populations. The
southern section of Kkoransa territory appears to have been
more populous than the north. The inhabitants of the south -
seem to have been better organised than those of the north
where groups of people lived in isolated settlements far

from one another.

As a result of the invasion of the Bono-Takyiman Kingdom by
Asante, in the early 1720's, some of the original peoples of
the area either fled or ‘were driven out. The majority of
those who remained were incorporated into the ne& state of

Hkoransa through conquest, surrender or diplomacy.

Nkoransa tradition states that the founders of the state
came from Amakom near Kumase. They claim that +their
migration took them first to the Ofinso district from where
they later moved to Nkoransa. According to the Nkoransa,
the first people they came across were the Nyafoman.”ijhese
were said to have been Bono people who had created a state
which the migrants had to conquer in order to have a place
to live. The HNkoransa ‘claim that they defeated the
Nyafoman with the help of Ofinso. -For the assistance they

gave to the immigrants, Ofinso came to possess most of the
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lands of NKyafoman. For instance, Amuowl which i?.now part
of Ofinso was a town which served Nyafoman{m. The old
capital of Nyafomap was situated near Abofour now in the
Ofinso district.H:hThe remaiping territory of Nrafoman was
incorporated into what was to become the state of Hkoransa.
Some descendants of old Nyafoman now live at Akumsa Dumase,
(See Map 4), a small village about five kilometres from
Wkoransa, on the Nkoransa-Takyiman road. The chief of the

village is still known as the ¥yafomanhene (chief of

Nyafoman).

The next group of people the migrants met in the area were
the Degha, widely known as HMo. The Degha are a Gur-
speaking people who are probably related to the Grushi or

we !
il 'These people had earlier migrated southwards to

Sisala.
settle at Donkro (Longero)—Nkwanta,-a town located some
eighteen kilometres southeast of Nkoransa. They moved
quickly béck as the migrénts advanced towards the present
site of Nkoransa. Their settlement, Donkro-Nkwanta, (See
Map 4} which they had evacuated, was occupied, briefly, by
the immigrants before they moved finally to Nkoransa. The
Degha (Mo) now live on both sides of the Black Volta river
in the area between the north-eastern and north-western
trunk roads that lead to Tamale and Wa respectively. Their
main settlement is New-Longero, located on the outer bank of

the southern loop of the river.
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rhoransa tradition gives two main accounts of the flight of
+ha Degha northwards. One gccount states that they moved
{

- ‘*L .
back on their own accord? wvhile the other says it was the

[ 18

Asante immigrants who drove them away]‘ﬁ’Both accounts,
however, agree on the fact that the NKoransa took away the
stool of the Degha (Mo) and gave it to the son of the
I'koransahene who became the Ankobeahene. The Degha(llo) were
then made to serve NKoransa through the Ankobea division.
The Ankobea stool of Nkoransa is, thus, referred to as the

"7.
Donkro Akonnwa (Donkro Stool).25 -

H.J. Hobbs gives a contrary account. According to him the
Degha, who were then living at Longero—Nkwanté, fearing an
attack by Adu Donyina who was lzading the immigrants from
Amakom, met him and submitted to him peacefully. The two
sides then "drank fetish" to proclaim the peace. Adu

. . . . ol
Donyina then, ordered the Mo to remain at Longero-Nkwanta.®

Hobbs' account conflicts with the traditions of Nkoransa and
Takyiman which agree on the fact that it was Béffo Pim
rather than Adu Donyina who led the Amakom immigrants,
founders of the Nkoransa state. Adu Donyina is mentioned as
the man who led the migration from Amakom but he died on the

way and, therefore, did not reach the Nkoransa areaz.

{8 ]
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“he traditicon of the Degha themselves confirm the Nkoransa
accounts which state that there was a northward ﬁovement oxi
th2 former when the Asante immigrants reached the likoransa
area. The Degha, however, claim that they moved away
Iacause they found the environment at Donkro-Nkwanta
uncuitable for the savanna agriculture they practised %g'the
A2
noerth prior to their migration to the Hkoransa area.!’’” since
the Degha moved away on the arrival of the immigrants, who
vere alleged to have already fought with and defeated some
of the peoples in the area, it is more reasonable to suggest
that the Degha fled for fear of being attacked by the new
arrivals. The account of H.J. Hobbs may, therefore be
rejected in the light of the unanimity of the traditions of
the states 1in the area including that of .the Degha
themselves, all of which say the Degha moved away from the

Nkoransa area soon after the arrival of the Asante

immigrants.

After driy%pg the Degha away, the immigrants met the Diuman
pooplem'/who lived at & place some forty-eight lkilometires
south-east of Nkoransa. The descendants of the Diuman, whe
vere moved from their original home to stay c¢loser to the
Nrkoransahene, now live at Sessiman (See Map 4), one of the
three sections of Nkoransa town. The other two sections arve

Wioransa itself-the paramount chief's quarters-and Xissiman,

The Diuman, like the Hyafoman, were Bono.



According to Kkoransa tradition Diuman was an independent
state with 2all the features of a paramountcy. For.instance,
it had as its Krontihene (second-in-command) the chief of
hkonkonti while the chief of Pinihi was the Gvaasehene (Head
of the royval household). To support the «c¢laim of

independence, the tradition makes reference to the semantic

interpretation of the word Diuman or Dewoman. When broken

in Twi, in both variants, '"to possess one's own state."™

This connotes independent or autonomous status.

Hobbs asserits that the Diuman ruler submitted to the Asante
migrants at Donkro-Hkwanta. They were then absorbed by the
Mkoransa state This office is still held- by his

1T

successors.’ This account by Hobbs ties in with the local
tradition which indicates that the appointment of the
Diumanhene as Nifahene stemmed from the fact that he
surrendered without a fight and co-operated with the Asante

invaders.

Claims that Diuman and kyafoman were independent stztes
prior to the arrival of +the Amarom immigrants are
contradicted by other accounts. Goody and Boateng assert
that the chief of Diuman was the Nifahene of Takyiman.:®

Effah Gyamfi also says of the "Dewoman people" that "their

leaders are referred to as the sons of the Bono Kings".31

26
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He also concurs with the claim that the Dewoman King was the
Nifahene of Takyiman. Furthermore, Goody asserts that the
Diuman and the Nyafoman were all within the sphere of
influence of Bono-Takyiman and that the chicf of Nyafoman

was the Kontihene of Takyiman while that of Diuman was the

-

Tl

{

()

iifahe

O

I+ seems +the basis of the assumption that Diuman, for
instance, was an independent polity was the fact that it had
its own divisional chiefs. But this is not the only index
of the autonomy of an Akan state. Under the Akan
traditional system of government, it is possible for a
prominent sub-chief of a state, for instance a divisional
chief, to have his own elders bearing such titles as
Krontihene, Gyaasehene, lNifahene, Benkumhene and others. In
fact, the political organisation of the sub-units of an Akan
state replicates that ¢ the central government of the
state. The presence of a Krontihene and Gyaasehene in
Diuman could, therefore, not necessarily make it an

independent state.

The accounts of Goody, Boateng and Gyamfi are supported by
Takyiman tradition which claims that before it was attacked
by Asante in the 1720,s its sphere of influence extended
over a large area including Diuman and Nyafoman ac well as

Nsawkaw, Kchira and Sekodumasi.
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The Takviman claim of suzerainty over Diuman and Nygfoman as
well as other inhabitants in the Nkoransa area seems to be
amply supported by archaeological evidence. Effa-Gyamfi who
undertook research in the Nkoransa-Takyiman area during the
sarly 1970's aéserts that the Bono Kingdom "seemed to have
been a decentralised one in which other vassal stetes such
as Dewoman, Nyafoman and Asekye had their own Kings and
capitals, but they regarded Bono Manso as the main
capital."H?[The rulers of these segmentary states travelled
regularly to the capital to consult with the King of Bono,
their overlord, at Bono Manso. James Angquandah also refers
to the states of Dewoman, Nyafcman and Takviman among cthers
as "tributary principalities" and their rulers as provincial

- 2.
L

rulers of the Bono state.“

Tt may, thus, be suggested that Diuman and Nyafoman may not
have been independent scates as the Nkoransa tradition
claims. At best, they may have been divisions of the Bono
state which enjoyed considerable autonomy under the over-—

lordship of the king of the Bono state.

The people of Droman who lived a few kilometres north-east

of Nkoransa migrated into the Bono area some time before

Nkoransa's founders arrived in the area. According to

lkoransa tradition the Droman migrated from Nsuta in
.y . ) ) ]

Ashantlﬁ This claim is confirmed by HNsuta tradition.3E
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he migration of the Droman into the Bono area was part of
the phenomenon of northward movement of the Akan which began
before the Asante attack on the Bono Kingdom in 1722/23.
Before the invasion, the Droman were under the ﬁ}awuhene of

Asante but were given to the Nifahene of Nkoransa when the

P
am L

state was set up.’’ Droman was thus, a non-Bono entity which
was not under Takyiman and which was incorporated into the
llkcoransa state. The chief of Dromankuma (Little Droman)

serves the Nkoransahene through the HNifahene while the

Dromankesehene {chief o0f Great Droman), serves the

Nkoranszhene directly. The exalted position of the
Dromankese chief may probably have been in recognition of
military assistance he gave to the Kkoransa during the
Nkoransa-Asante attack on Bono Takyiman. Two other groups

of people incorporated into the HNkoransa state were the

~ -
.-

Lay

Asekye5 and Pianyinu,n’both Bono.
By bringing all these various groups of people together the

Amakom migrants acquired a population of considerable size

vwith which they began to build a viable state.

According to local tradition, the new arrivals met some
three 0ld men when they finally reached the site of Present
day Nkoransa. These old men were Sene Diamin, Ampofu and

Dasi. They had only one sister called Duoduwaa Amane.mA To

these 0ld men, the new arrivals expressed their desire to
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settle in the area. It is from these old men that Nkoramnsa
eventually derived its mname. Nkora in Akan is shortened
from Hkokora which means "0ld men" while nsa stands for

mmiensa (three). HNkoransa therefore means "Three 01d Men".

There is controversy over the origin of these three old men.
Some accounts in the tradition of Nkoransa claim that the
three old men were immigrants'who moved into the Nkoransa
area from Dwenase in Adanse.“?-ﬁccording to these accounts,
the o0ld men belonged to the Asene matriclan of which Baffo
Pim, the founder of Nkoransa, was a member. The story
further says that these old men also stayed for some time at
Amakom from where the migration of the founders of Kkoransa
was initiated. This version of the origin of the three old
men appears to be exclusive to a particular family in
Rkoransa called the Asooko family. Asooko means ' bloody
hoe'. The tradition of this family says that the leader of
their migration, Biyaa Akras?, killed a child with a hoe and
thus earned this epithet.“jhihe Asooko claim to be the true
descendants of the threerold men. They say it was the
presence of their ancestors in the Nkoransa area that
induced their clansmen *o migrate into the ares.

The claim of the immigrant origin of +the three old men
contradicts the traditions of adjacent states in the area.

The traditions of Takyiman, Nkoransa and Wenchi agree that

the three old men were of indigenous origin. According to
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vhe NHkoransa when they first met the old men they (the old
men) told their leader, Baifo Pim, that they were the sons
of the Takyimanhene.”%{Takyiman and Wenchi traditions alsc
state simply that the old men were the Takyimanhene's
nunters. According to the Wenchi account, Baffo Pim met
some three old men when he arrived in the area where‘

Nkoransa is situated today. When he asked them where they

came from, they told him: "We are three old hunters of Ohin

nar4

. . e L
Amivayw, owner of the town Tekiman.'"* Degha tradition also
mentions the encounter of the Asante immigrants with the
three old men but fails to give any c¢lue as to the origin of

the 0ld men.

The unanimity of the local traditions of all the states in

th

¢2]

area on the indigenous origin of the three old men gives
that claim considerable authenticity. As hunters specially
stationed by the king i Bonec, it is reasonable to assume
that they would also be Bono and possibly come from a
particular lineage in Takyiman. The fact that the supposed
descendants of the three old men do not enjoy any prominent
position in Nkoransa suggests that their ancestors were not
immigrants who had any clan relations with the founders of
the state. Had the three o0ld men or their said descendants
been co-clansmen they would have been given positions in the
new state created by their guests. This 1s particularly

true as some chiefs found in the area like the Diumanhecne or
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Dromanhene, who were also helpful to the migrant; but were

not related to them in terms of clan affiliation, were given

such positions.

By far the most powerful and best organised pre-Nkoransa
state in the area was the Bono-Tzkyiman kingdom. Jt was one
of the earliest kingdoms or states to have developed in the
interior of Ghana. According to Takyiman tradition, the
state was in existence about thres hundred years before
AsanteﬁS?BThe tradition, further asserts that all other
states in the area came later. The claims of the Takyiman
are supported by an analogy drawn from the traditional
method of defining the positions of children born to a woman
among the Akan in Ghana. According to the practice,
vhenever a woman gives birth for the first time this is
referred to as Abonowoo. By this assertion the word Rono
means pioneer or first of a kind. The Takyiman claim that
Bono is a term which strictly refers to the ancestors of the
Takyiman people, regarded as the pioneer state in the area
of Brong Ahafo. This is, however, a controversial matter.
There are some who claim that the word Bono does not
necessarily mean a pioneer, rather, it is derived from the
fact that the ancestors of the people of Takyimar. emerged
from a hole. In the Bono dialect, the word used for hole is
boo {vowels nasalised) or Bono and it is this word which has

been corrupted into Bono.
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Whatever the claim, the Takyiman assert that thei; ancestors
were the true Bono. Their assertion is supported by two
main arguments. First, they were one of the first organised
Akan states in Ghana. Secondly, they assert that they were
the first organised people to be established in the Brong-
Ahafo area. All other states in the region such as Domaa,/
Ltebubu, and Wenchi were later c:z:ea‘:_ions.;E’M In terms of
wealth and size, the Bono state surpassed all other
contemporary Akan states. Bono culture later diffused into
the other Akan states to its south, particularly, those of
the forest region. Takyiman tradition claims that Asante

aE
According to the tradition it

culture came from Takyviman.
wvas the Takyiman who taught the Asante the uses of gold.
For example, the Asante learnt goldsmithing and the use of
gold weights and balances from Takyiman. Cloth weaving, an
important craft industry in Asante, was also imported from

Takyiman. The Takviman further assert that, talking drums

originated from them.

The Takyiman people claim to be autochtonous. Their
traditions of origin state that they came from a hole just
about twenty five metres from a large rock-shelter called

Amuowi, about two kilimetres south-east of Pinihi, a village

i
' ‘i’.“‘\_,’,‘

in the Nkoransa area® ‘as stated elsewhere in this chapter.
The Takyiman say that their ancestors came out of the hole

on a Friday. The 'hole' people settled about sevcnteen
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earliest site to be occcupled in that area.':g Tnis confirm

U1

ihe tradition of crigin of the Bono-Taryiman who c¢laim to be

autochtonous. The tradition is still remembered in an

A}

nnueal Apoo fest

[N

val song of the Takyiman part of which
goes:

LI A
’\

veflrl Amuowi o, Yefiri Amuowi o
Domankoma
Amuowi dadampowa"
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. rough translation goes like this:
"Wwe come from Amuowi
We come from Amuocwil

Creator M.«?”
Ancient Amuowi'-*

in spite of the Takyiman claim that they were the earliest
people to settle in the area, there is evidence of earlier
settlers. Certain accounts in Takyiman tradition say that
vhen hunters of Takyiman were searching for a suitable site
Lo build a settlement, the people of Gyamma were living in
caves. EBefore the Zono capital was fully built a golden

stool, called Sika Puduo, believed to have been brought out

cf the hole by the Bono was left in the custody of these
cave people. Trom that time the people of Gyamma served as
custodians of the stcnl of the Bono state and later
Takyiman. This role is still playeé by them. This suggests

that there were acephalous societiss in the arca who werse

eventually absorbed by the Takyiman.

Traditions of origin from holes may embody claims of
autochtonous status. This may be supported by the fact that
vhile later settlers in the area refer to certain towns or
villages as being in exzistence at the time of their arrival
these earlier inhabitzants or 'earth people do not refer to
other people who lived in the arez before them.ﬁ:ﬁ For
instance, likoransa tradition refers to a number of towns and
villages which were in existence long before ithe Amalkom
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migrants arrived in the area. The peoples of these
villages; Anyiman, Yefire, Kokuma and Paninamisa do not,
however, refer to any pre-existing peoples in their

respective areas of settlement. Yefire is believed to be

-
1y

one of the earliest settlements in the area.“ - Takyiman
tradition states that it is even older than Bono Manso. The

51+

present site of Yefire is also called Tutena “which means

moving from one place to settle at another.

f.r.l

The traditions of Kokuma'* and Paninamisa“-(See Map 4) claim

that the peoples of the two places came from one hole near
Kyiri_ Ahi some twenty four kilometres south of'Kintampo.
Some time after their emergence from the hole they settled
at the present site of Kokuma. Later a section of then,
moved to settle at present day old Paninamisa originally
called 'Biriman' after its founder, Biri. The Paninamisa
group moved away, probably_because of population pressure or

some dispute.

Like the others, the people of Anyiman, as has aiready been
mentioned elsewhere in this chapter Elaim to have emerged
out of a hole. The chief of Anyiman states that every newly
elected chief has to be taken to see the rock-shelter, out
of which their ancestors came, before being formally

v Qa'-‘_
3 e EE l-f‘\
installed. d
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The mvths of origin from holes may refer to an ancient
period when groups of people lived in rcclk-shelters or
caves. G8ince this period may go back to the Larly Iron Age,
over a thousand yvears ago, the actual location may have
escaped their memory and, therefore, a hole near a rock-
shelter or cave may be taken as the place wlere their'

L
ancestors settled.57

Available evidence indicates that there was hardly any
independent state or group of people in the Bono-Takyiman
area prior to the Asante invasion as the "hole people" in
Nkoransa claim. Certain Hkoransa accounts assert thal such
0ld towns as Paninamiéa, Amoma, and Anyiman &ll served
Takyiman. The tradition of Takyiman also claims that the
entire territory which became Nkoransa formed part of the

e
Bonc kingdom until its conguest by Asante.®

The Takyiman say that as a result of the incorporaticn of
less organised pre-existing societies and the founding of
new setflements in the lafgely unoccupied area, the Eono-
Taliyiman kingdom came to embrace a large area. At the
height of its power, the state was bounded to the north by
Yabo and Yanne (Gonja and Yendi respectively) to the west by
Ahwene Kcko (Wankyi) and HNsoko (Begho); to the south by
Ohwim, Kaase and.Tafo states and to the east by Atebubu and

g W

Viase
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- Fa - 3
ono-Takviman seems to have been a kind of federaticn of

tif

states which were partially autonomous. The rulers of the
constituent principalities or provinces attended regularly
to calls by the king of Bono who was the Suzerain. The
inhabitants of Asekye, Manso, Amomaz and Takyiman, former
constituent provinces of the Bono state, are ablc to guide

visitors to the horses' pathwavs (aponkokwan) which led to

.!,142 .
Bono Manso, the capital of the Bono state.w’ These were most

4.

probably the pathways regularly used by the sub-chiefs to
reach Bono Manso, by means of horses, to hold consultations

with their overlord.

The political control and influence of the Bono-Takyiman
over the Nkeransa area prior to the Asante invasién appears
to ha#e been felt more in the south than in the north. This
is suggested bv the fact that Takyiman tradition hardly
makes mention of any subject peoprles known to have been
‘living in the northern section of Nkoransa, particularly the
area to the north of Kintampo. There is, however, evidence
chat the Takyiman had close contact with the peoples of the
north and that, as a result, the influence of Islam and the
traditional culture of the north was veaery stroﬁg in BRono-

v
'l"r:akyimam.s1 ‘\

n the northern part of Nkoransa, . there were pcoples who

appear to have been of the Guan stock as well as others who



migrated southwards across the Black Volta river. These
peoples lived in isolated settlements, far from one another,
The Kintampo erea was partly occupied by Guans prior to the
creation of the NKoransa state. The Nchumuru, 1ho oCcCupy .
the whole Guan area north and west of Atebubu, formerly

inhabited Kintampo. They were driven away by the Asante

TRt
invaders in the early 1720's .80

The tradition of the Ankobea division of Nkoransa which

oversees a section of Kintampo (the Damoama section) states

LI

that the people of Abease®® who now live in the area to the
south-east of Kintampo and north-west of Atebubu ?reviously
occupied parts of Kintampo This is confirmed by the
tradition of Abease. The Abease explain that they staved at
Kintampo {for only a brief period. The people were
originally Bono who formed part of the Takyiman state. They
moved northwards to Kintampo when Takyiman was invaded by
Asante. Later they continued their migration to their
present location where they finally settled.“Tt;he Ankobea
tradition also states that there were Mo séttlers in

e

Kintampo before NWkoransa was founded.® ~

it is also hiaghly probable that there were Banda elements in
the area. The Nkoransa say that one of the first groups of
people they fought in the area after the founding of their

Py
0 U\
state,were the Banda."™
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Local traditions in the Kintampo area indicate tﬁat groups
of Dagomba occupied various places in the loccality.
According to Nana Abenaa Baagyei 1I, Queen-mother of Jema,
when & section of the Amalkom immigrants came to settle at

Jema, they found a sma%a group of Dagomba people already

-
I

[ .
living in the area.’” " The group was, however quickly

absorbed by the immigrants. With time, the Dagomba became

thoroughly Akanized. Their descendants now occupy the

(e

position of Krontire at Jema. They are known locally as
the "Anwaa". "Anwaa'" is probably a corruption of the term

"Nwong" which was used by the Gonja to refer to the Dagomba

oy
£9 7.

and Mamprusi.

At Krabonso, a village about fifteen kilometres soutrh-—west
cf Kintampo, there was a group of Dagomba settlers who lived
together with the Bono people. The Dagomba were eventually
absorbed and Akanized by the Bono. Their descendants zre
also known locally as Agﬂg@.myé}here was also a pocket of
Dagomba settlers at Kintampo. According to the Krontihene
of the Mo traditional area; Fana Adinkra Adjei II, when his
people were on their southward migration to Donkro-Nhkwanta

a Y
they found a small grour of Dagomba people at Kintampo.': ¢

The northernmost area of Nkoransa was Frobably inhabitegd pv
Gonja clements. The area immediatelvy south 0of the Black

Volta river probhably formed part of the larger Gonja state



situated north of the BRlack Volta and stretching across the
T v i

full width of the country in that area.' Tﬁ}s area, usually
referred to as '"the Desert of Ghofan,””aﬁas incorporated
into Nkoransa throuagh conguest. Nkoransa tradition refers
to frequent wars against the Bote people of Central Gonja..'
The Asante also had occasion to attack central Gonja in
order to pacifivy the area. The Gonja settlers in the north
of Nkoransa, therefore, fled across the Black Volta river
leaving the whole area north of Kintampo, up to the river,
under the control of Nkoransal Todavy '"the Desert of
Ghofan"”;ﬁ;s a few villages such as Kawumpe, Gulumpe, Portor
and Kadelso. The area is generally sparsely populated.

According to Josiah Cofie, scholars like Wrench, Saunders

and Morris attributed the sparse population to the incidence

D)
Toe

of trypanosomiasis and 2sante raids.'’ “Cofie is however of

the view that other factors have also contributed immensely
to the very low population density of "the Desert of
Ghofan",

He argues thus:
From ... concrete evidence I am
inclined to maintain that since the
dawn of Ghana historv, indeed times
anterior to it, this 40 mile sguare
0f territory north-east of Kintampo
has never contained a considerably
larger population than at the present
time, for the simple reason that it
becomes flooded in the rainy season and
intensely arid in the dry season, quite
apart from other inherent disabilities
of the soil itself. Herein, once again
We are vividly reminded of the ultimate
connection of the soil and the progress
and welfare of Mankind." T "
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211 these suggest that the CGonja and any other groups of
pecple who inhabited the extremc north of Nkoransa territory

prior to the Asante invasion of Takyiman did not constitute

any large population.

Before the eighteenth c¢enturv, the area which Dbecame
Nkoransa territory was occupied by various groups of people
and states. These inhabitants included autochtones and
immigrants. The autochtones were Bono-speaking Akan, while
the immigrant elements included peoples of southern Akan
origin as well as those from northern Ghana. Some of the
autochtonous people had created polities which had features
of states. HNearly all the peoples and states in the area,
hovever, fell under the domination or sphere of influence of
Bono-Taizyiman, by far, the largest of the organised states.
The Bono-Takyiman state occupied a very strategic position
which ecnabled it to take advantage of +the economic

activities that went on in the arez between the fringes of

y -

the forest region and the Black Volta river.”' AS a result

Q

f its favourable location the state became very wealthy and

powerful.

Sono-Takyiman continued to be prosperous until the earl-
-1 ] s . -
1720's when the Asante invaded and destroyed it +o give way

to the rise of ¥koransa.

129
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CHAPTER ONE

HOTES

Throughout this text 'Nkoransa' rather than the popular
spelling '"Nkoranza' will be adopted. HNKoransa
corresponds more appropriately with the local
pronunciation and is the best reminder of the historical

derivation of the word.

Joseph Dupuis, Journal of & Residence in Ashantee,
(London, 1824) P XXXVI: The area referred to is that
stretch of land which extends southwards from the Black
Volta river to within a few kilometres north of
FKintampo. According to Josiah Coffie, in an article

entitled "The Desert of Gofan' was it Ever Densely

Inhabited?" in Ghana Wotes and Queries, No.5, April

1863, p.10, the area was designatad "The Desert of
Gofan" by Bowdich i. a map he published well over a
century ago. Coffie says that Bowdich 2id not visit
the area himself but obtained his information about it
from Caravans from the north, and from the Moshie, Hausz
and Dagomba people whom he called Moors. These peopla
passed through the area to come to Kintampo. They, in
their accounts to Eowdich might have underscored the
aspect of the land during the dry season when it vould
he desiccated, and when the grass had been burnt, the

picture would be suggestive of a aesert.
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12.

V13,

Ghanz Statistical Service, Accra, 1984 Pobulation Census

hana: The Gazetteer I p.XIX.

See Edward Hall, Ghanaian Lancuagss, (Accra, 1983),

Language Map facing p.53.
the Hausa and Wangara (Mande or Senufo) are two such
immigrant groups.

Ry

Kwaminag B. Dickson and George Bennsh, A New Geodranhy of

Ghana, (Longman, 19%88) p.12.

bid, See rainiall map on p.22.

o]

bi

£

, ©.33.

i

R.A. Freeman, Travels and Life in Ashanii and Gvaman,

(Westminster, 1898) p.181.

Akomadan derives 1is name irom Ankoma nnan. Ankoma was

the name oi the hunter and nnan was his camp. Anxom

38}

nnan, corrupted to Z'iomadan, thereiore, means, in Twi,

'Ankoma's hunting camp.' See E, Effa Gyamii, "Aspects

Fh

of the archaeology and oral traditions of the 3ono

State," Transactions of the Historical Societiv of Ghana,

Vol.XV(11) 1974 p.217.
Interview with Okatakvie Agyeman Kudom IV, Omanhene of
Iikoransa, Kkoransa, 24/8/95.

M. Johnson, Salaaa Papers, SAL/28/1, Enclosure in 36 of

1885, Blue Book Kirby to Rowe.

James Anquandah, Rediscoverinc Ghana's Pasi, (Sedco,

Accra, and Longman, 1982) p.38.

Q'q-cc-rqi Sedco av) L’vyjﬂl‘b}’ ”8”7..)
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15.

16.

18.

19,

Ywvaku Effa Gyamfi, Traditional History of the Bono

State: An Archaeological Approach, {I.A.S., Legon,

1979) p.15.

Interview with Nana Twea Boateng Brempong II Chief of

Anyiman. 28/10.95. 1In attendance were Nana Kru Ampem,
Linguist and Obaapanin Abenaa Asantewaa, a royal.

The Droman, for instance, migrated northwards from
Nsuta. See R.S. Rattray, Ashanti Law and

Orfuned _ _
Constitution, (Oxford 192¢%), 'History and Constitution

of Nsuta' p.257.
Jack Goody, "Introduction" Ashanti and the Northwest",

Supplement No.l, to Research Review, (Institute of

-~

African Studies, Legon, 1965), pp.2 and 3.
Historically, the term 'Bono' refers to the tfaditional
state and veople of Takyiman. The term connotes a
pioneering role in view of the emergence of the state
as the earliest Akan Kingdom in what is now Brong AhaZfo
Region. 'Brong' refers to Atebubu and other Alran
states to the north-east of Ashanti while 'Abron'
refers to the state of Gyaman in the extrenme north-
west. Today Brong is a generic term for all the non-
Asante Akan groups in Brong Ahafo. In this text Bono,
Bono-~Takyiman and Takyiman when used interchangeably
will refer to the same state.

Tnterview with Omanhenc of Nkoransa, Wkoransa, 15/3/95.

In attendance was Kana Kwabena Effa, Pemaschene (one of

[$=9
(&4
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i

v 31,

i}

30.

K 32 .

the Senior Linguists) of Nkoransa. Nana Effa made

substantial contributions during the interview.

. C.Y. Boateng, Oral Traditions of Nkoransa, {(Institute of

African Studies, Legon, 1963) p.45.

. Jack Goody and C.Y. Boateng, "The History and Traditions

oi Nkoransa" in Supplement No.l to Research Review

(I.A.S.; Legon, 1965%) p.171.

Boateng, Oral Traditions, pp.31 and 44.

Ibid, pp.26, 31 and 42.
Ibid, pp.6 and 46.

Interview with Omanhene of Nkoransa, Nkoransa, 15/8/95.

. H.J. Hobbs, "History of Nkoransa," The Gold Coast Review

Vol.3, 1927, p.117.

Interview with Nana Adinkra Adjei II, Krontihene of Mo,
Kintampo, 13/7/95.

Diuman is sometimes spelt 'Duuman' or 'Dewoman'. The
most popular spelling, derived from local pronunciation
is 'Diuman’'.

Hobbs, op.cit, p.118,

Proceedings of a court hearing on a dispute between the
Nkoransahene and the Sessimanhene over the payment of
tribute by the latter to the former. 1922, File D 957,
National Archives of Ghana, Kumasi: Goody and Boateng,
op.cit, p.173. |

E. Effa Gyamfi, "Aspects of Archaeology" p.221.

Goody, "Ashanti and the Northwest", p.4.
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~ +33. Effa Gyamfi, "Aspects of Archaeclogy", p.222

Z34. Anquandah, op.cit, p.96.

~%35. Goody and Boateng, op.cit, p.172.

~=36. Rattray, op.cit, p.257.

7"37. Trial of the chief of Droma for his refusal to pay
tribute to the Nkoransahene, Enclosure E. A.F.L.
Wilkinson to the commissioner, Western Province of
Ashanti, April 1926, File D 937, National Archives of
Ghana, Xumasi: Goody and Becateng, op.cit, p.172.

= -38. Effah Gvamfi, "Aspects of Archaeoloay", p.222.

~.739. Goody and Boateng, op.cit, p.174.

~<40. Ibid, p.175: Boateng, Oral Traditions, passim.

<v£1. Goody and Boateng, op.cit, p.175.

"2 42. Boateng, opr.cit, p.19.

.. 43, Ibid, p.31.

~44. Omanhene of Wenchi, "The Three 0ld Men of Nkoransa,' The

Gold Coast Review Vol.4 1928 p.122.

=45, D.M. Warren and K.0O. Brempong, Techiman Traditional

State: Stool and Town Histories PART I. {Institute of

African Studies, Legon, 1971) p.69.
-46. Effah Gyamfi, "Traditional History of the Bono State,"
p.14,
%5 47. Warren and Brempong, op.cit, p.69.
2¢48. Effah Gyamfi, "Traditional Histéry of the Bono State,"
p.15; Warren and Brempong, op.cit, p.31.

. _ _
7?49, Effah Gyamfi, "Aspects of Archaeoclogy" pp.219-221.
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052,

161,

.’"I‘-62 .

Ibid, p.220.

Effa Gvamfi, "Traditional History of the Bono State",
p.19.

A prince of the Yefire stool, Mr. Daniel Adu Takyi
claims that there is no settlement in the Nkoransa
traditional area which is older than Yefire. Interviewv
with Mr. Adu Takyi, Yefiri, 25/7/95.

Warren and Brempong, op.cit, p.100.

Interview with Nana Asiama Guahyia II, Chief of Kokuma,
Kintampo, 18/7/95.

liana Baffo Bediatuo 11, chief of Paninamisa, confirmed
Iana Asiama's assertion that the peoples of Kokuma and
Paninamisa originated from the same place. Interview

with Nana Bediatuo, Paninamisa, 29/7/95.

Interview with Nand Twea Boateng Brempona II, Chief of
Anyiman, Anyiman, 8/10/95.

Effa Gvamii, "Traditional Historv of the Bono State.”
D.19.

Warren and Brempong, op.cit, passim.

Effah Gyamfi, "Aspects of Archaeclogy", p.222.

Ibid.

Jdack Goody, "The Akan and the North", Ghana Notes and

Queries, No.9 Nov. 1966, (I.A.S. Legon) Pp.19 and 20,
Jack Goody, "Ashanti and the Northwest," p.3.

Boateng, op.cit, p.36.
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% . Ansah Yamoah, The Traditions of Atebubu, Ab

wame Danso, (Dwan) {Institute of African Studies,
ILLegon, 1966) p.31.

Boateng, op.cit, p.306.

—

hid, pp.26 and 78.

%

Interview with Nana Abenaa Baagyvei II, Queen-n1other of
Jema, 15/7/95. In attendance were Opanin Kwame INnuro,
Madam Yaa Amoza, Queenmother's daughter and Madam Amma
Apeaa a roval at the Queen-mother's court. HNana
Baagyei's story wvas confirmed by Nana Asare Akomea
IT, Jemahene and Xyidomhene of HNkoransa traditional
arca. According to Nana Akomea, his ancestors who
settled at Jema were led by lNana Akomca I. The stool
Qf Jema is, therefore, referred to as Akomea Adwa
(Akomea Stool) Interview with Nana Asére Llomea, Jemz,
16/7/95.

The Krontihene of Jema, Nana Kwaku Adu states that his
family descended from the Dagomba settlers who had
occupied Jema before the arrival of the Asante
immigrants who came to constitute the ¥yidom division
of Nkoransa. According to Nana Adu his ancestors
migrated from Dagombaland under the lcadership of z man
called Seidu. Interview with Nana Kwaku Adu Jema,

17/7/85. Present at the interview was Nana XKwasi Berlo
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2l=zo knewn as Kwadvo Amozh, Gyeaséhene of Jema. Nana

49

3orko made appreciable contributions during th
interview.

Goody, "Ashanti and the Northwest," p.23.
Interview with Openin Kwame Awitil Kufuor, a descendant
of the Dagomba settlers of Krabonso. 6/7/95' Boateng,

op.cit, p.36.

L]

Iinterview vwith Nana Adinkra Adjei II, Krontihene of Mo,
Hintampo, 13/7/95.

Cofie, op.cit, p.13.

Sce Note 2.

Ibid; pp.10-15.

Thid; p.i1l.

Thid; p.15.

Goody, "Ashanti and the Northwest," p.4.
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A. Introduction

One of the most significent developments in the history of
Ghana during the second half of the seventeenth century was
the northward migration of several groups of the Akan from
Adanse and Amansie, the area of the confluence of the Pra
and O0fin rivers. This vphenomenon was a direct consegquencs
of the emergence oi Akyvem, Akwamu and Denkyira, all powerful
states in the Gold Coast hinterland.:

Initially, nearly all the northward migrants settled in the
Fumase area and the surrounding reginon. Later, some of them
moved further north, partly as a result of the upheaval
which attended the rise of Asante. Thef settled at various
places extending from Atebubu in the north-east to Rondulku

in the north-west.

The northward movement of the Akan contritbuted =*o

ct
-
jal
oD

emergence of a number of states. On the other hand,

rF
jma
0]

presence of Luropean traders at the coast from the fifteenth

century, and the utilization of firearms also stimulated he

o1
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anc consolidation of Asante.

Once established in the Bono area, the Amalkom migrants
invited the Asante to attack tie Bono-Takyviman Ringdem. The
Asante accordingly attacked and destroyed Bonc. Cn the
ruins of the Bono kingdem, the Amakom micgrants foundzd
Izoransa which was later to serve as the '"launching pad' for

Asante's northward thrust.

2. Origin, Migration and Settlement
The claim by the Whkoransa that they migrated from the Humase

[ . . . . e e
area’ 1s corroborated by accounts in the treditions of

- i : £ LY 3 . 1.
Amakom,” Takyiman® and ;Eampon.7 Lilie seveoral other Akan

linezges, however, the Asene ruling clan of Rkoransa trace

=

their origins beyond Amakom to Avaase, near Dompoace in

a4

Lney a

1=

Adanse. Tt was [rom Avaaso that legedly micrated to
Amakom.’ The exact dates for their movement from Adanse or
settlement at Amakom are nol known. But, as will beo shown

presenily, the event may have occurred during the cecond half

of the seventeenth century.

The traditions are not unanimous on the cause of +the

miarat ion {rom Amakom. Cne Nkoransa account states thait thao

leaders of the migration moved away because theyv found it an

2

honour o conquer other poople and scettle in new p]acesﬁ

|y ]
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This suggests that there was overpopulation in their own
home. rmakom, according to K.Y. Daaku, was the most
populous state in the Rumase area during the late
seventeenth century.n On their part, the Amakom claim that
some o0f the members of the ruling lineage migrated
northwards as a result of & family dispm:e."1 Interestingly,
overpopulation and dynastic disputes have been cited in many

e lineages as having caused their migration to their

rf

san

T
N

rritories.** In these circumstances one needs to
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explore for other factors to ezplain the movements of people

(=

n AsSznte.

Contrary to the Hkoransa and Amakom accounts mentioned,
Takyiman and Mampon traditions indicate that the migration
of a section oi the Amakcm people into the Bono area was the
result of an atcttack and defeat of Amakom by King 0Osei Tutu
of Asante. The lMampon =ven clalm to have been asked by Oseil

Tutu to assist him in the war against Amakom.:*-

Yom are the sam=. First their traditions claim that
7ears before the accession of Osei Tutu, there had been =z
treaty of friendship between Amakom, then a powerful state,
and Kumase; This treaty was aimed at preventing an attack

on Kumzse, from the rear, in the svent of a Xumase offensive

against the Domaa at Suntreso. Domaa was probably a
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rable power at the time. Apparently, this treaty was
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negctiated during the reign of Obiri Yeboah, Osei Tutu's

immediate predecessor who first fought the Domaa.

During the time of Osei Tutu the bond of friendship between
Zmakom and Kumase was strengthened: the scope of the treaty
was widened to inc¢lude a unique marital arrangement. Under

this arrangemesnt, an Amakom princess was married to the

-

Asantenene, Oseil Tutu-® while the Asantehene, in turn, gave
his own niece to a prince of Amakom called Adu.-> Baffo Pim,
the foundsr of Hkoransa and Opoku Ware I, the successor of
Osei Tutu, were offsprings of these unique -marriage
arrangements. To this day, the paramount chief of Nkoransa
is recognized as a scn of the Asantehene while the

Asantehene is also regea-ded as the son of the chief of

Amakom.
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argument emphasises that with a treaty of friendship

o
o]

ck

m

d by such intricate marital relationships it was
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ikely that Amakom and Asante would fight and, thus, cause
& migration such as happened with the Amakom royals.

hese non-war motivated migration arguments suffer from =

-]

number of shortcomings. Firstly, migrations involving
nembers of ruling lineages normally occurred under extremely

critical circumstances. In fact, only such adverse or
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Gestabilizing situations as war or slave raiding could

provoke the emigration of rulers or their close kins. Where

fe

succession disputes precipitated the migration oif factions

cf the ruling house from their home, such movements occurred
cnlvy whan the disputes degenerated into sarious crises.
Cven in such sitvations ond also in cases of overpopulation
the migrants, usuzlly, did not move too far away from home
arcept vinere it was too <ifficult to find suitable land
nearby Vovements to distant places normally implied that
ute security and protection from a
The micration of the Amakom to a place as
far away from home as over one hundred kilomeires,
hezrefore, signifieg that they might have been forced out of

their original home and probably pursued by a militarily

stronger power.

Secondly, the claim that the leader of the migration, 2du
Donyina, left Amakom because of a4 family dispute over
succession can herdly he accepted. According to Amakom
tradition Adu Donyina was far from heing eligible-to contast

the stool at the time he left. The line of succes=ion

[
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[

icated that there were four other men who were more

3%

gualified than Adu Donyina.!l

h significant fact is that while the Amakom discount any var

with Kumase they mention the killing of the Amakomhene Alkosa

20



viadonm in a military cenflict with the Asante. Thils ties in

231 with the Mampon account. The claim of the Amakom

migrants that it was only a family dispute vhich led to
their emigration northwards may therefore be rejec
The present occupant of the Nkoransa stool, Okatakvie
rgyeman Ludom IV, states, in his account, that there is no
doubt that the migration of his ancestors to that area was

r

»rompted hy a defeat the suffered at the hands of the

.santehene Osel Tutlu. Ye says that thoe dispersion of other

)

to

]

hsene groups to various parts of Ghana -- for instanc
Agona lisaha and Asanankese, in the Central and Castern
Recions, respectively ~- was the result of the crushing

defeat of Amakom by O=sci Tutu,
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1¢ varicus arcumznts put forward in ti
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lend greater supnort to the contention that the ancestors o

b
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I

the ruling clan of Ykoranse migra“ed from Amaliom because

theilr stztz was attacked and defeat:d by Asante.

The exact date for the movement of the ancestors of the
Asenc of HNhoransa from Amakom 1s quite difficult +to

esteblish. Mrs. Eva Mevercowitz puts the defeat and flight

3

of the Amakom migrants at 1700.° It is not knowr how she

arrived at this date. To he able to determine an

1

approximate Gzte for the event, 1t is reasonable o use the

great war between Asante and Denhkyilra as z re

h

2rence point.,
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Professor J.K. Tynn cites a Dutch report of 1698 which
indicates that the war between Asante and Dankyira; with its
allies, began in June 1698 and finally ended by HNovember
The period 1698 to 1701 can, therefors, be used as
the reference point. If the attack on amakom tock place
before the outbreakX of the 2Asante Denkyira war, the
migration might have occurred hetween 16805 when Oseci Tutu

acceded to the Asante stool and 1693 when the Asante-

r

oc.

cr

Trmy - -
Denkyira war star

To be able to challengs the might of a powerful state like
Dankyira, 1t was stretegically sound for Asante o
conseolidate its own position at home. There i< therefore
little doubt that 0Osei Tutu fought and defeated Amalkom,

believed to be the most ropulous state in the

9
o

PN

neighbourhood, and other states 1in the area bafore

. . . . 7
embarking on the campaic¢. against Denkyirsas.®

The sequence of events &~ they unfolded in the Xumase region
during the reign 0f Osei Tutu, thus, indicetes that the
migration of the ancestors of Nioransa took place towvards
the end of the seventeenth century. Though the exact date
is unknowm, the event might have occurred bhetween 1680 =nd
2698 {the period of Osel Tutu's reign prior to the outhrazlk

of the Asante-Denkvira war).
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to Nhoransa tradition, the migration was

Lcceording
-~ .
originally led by two men both named Adu.? Pasides members

Fiy

the royal family the migrents included men, women and

[}

children belonging to various families.

D
o

The first stop of the migrants was at Fodie, about. fifte

o
o
—
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7as preobably to en

—

Hilemetres rorth of Xumase. The aim
the migrents to have some rest bafore continuing their

journey to & moere secure destination. According to the

rest stop and ashed the vounger Adu, whose full name was Adu
Donvina, to go on and find his own settlemsnt. The
instruction givern te Adu Donyina 'Ko-wo-dee' meaning in Akan

e

{"go on your ovn") or {("go and find your own place") came to
represent the name of present day Keodie, near Kumase, vhere

the elder Adu settled, Kodie is probably corrunted Ifrom

T

According to the Omanhene of Hhoransa, a recent chieftaincy
dispute at Kodie was referred to him for settlemen:t on

account of the historical 1linl between the ruling lineagas

The migration account goes on to say that Adu Donyine
continued the journey after all entreaties to get +the =lder

Adu to continue with him had yielded no fruits. Donvinz was



followed by a considerable number of migrants. Vhen Adu
Donvina reached a place known today as Swedru of Soaduro,
near Aboabogya, in the northern part of Ashanti, he stopped.
Prokably, he intended to make this place a permanent

e

settlement because it seems the migrants stayed at Scaduro

9]

for a considerably long time. The actual length of time is
uncertain but it appears they stavecd there for at least two
decades. Hobbks claims that the fzante army which invaded
Takyiman veached the battlefiecld about eight months or
prohably even less after the arrival of the migrants at
Nhoransa, Given that they arrived even one or two ysars
before the invasion which took place in 1722 or 1723, the

migrants, who left their home before 1700 might have staved

at Soaduro for not less than twenty vears.

The name Soaduro or Swedru is derived from Adu Donvina's
stay at the place in quec-icn. Various interpretations are
given in connection with the etvmo ocgy of *the word. Cne
internretation is that -t Soadurc, Adu Donvina became siclk
and he usvally treated himself by dropping ligquid substances
extracted from leaves in his nostrils. In Akan, nasal

dropping as a form of medication is referred to as

143

o._

duro'. This version, therefore, holds that Soadur

i

fu

Q
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corruption of 'So-aduro'. (drop medicine in tha nostrils),?E

Adu Donyvina's usual method of solf medication.
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Amakom, thev were carrving Adu Donvina, who had rece
. - = d Ll b - L W ¢ IR} —- — -
zunsiot wounds as & resuit of the fighting with Kumase. AT

- - - - . . axq !
Scadurc he died and his people sazid 'Eha na yeasoa no aduru

'*vwve carried him this far). 'Yeasoa no oduru' eventually

i1

became shortened to Socaduro.

A third version which seems the most acceptable says that at
Soaduro, the migrants rested and settled, they, thereafore,

said "Yeasos aduru". This is likely to be the apt

expressicn of relief of a pecple exhausted from several days

or aven weels of hezardous trekwing. Probably Adu Donrina
decided to setile at Soadurc because 1t was not tco far fronm

Rodie, his brother's place of settlement. To setitle close

to ecach other would bhe expedient for their sgecuri

The Nhoransa regard 30ac.ro as z very important point in the

rrocess of their migration. It becimz a settlement of some
importance wniczh micht 25 well have been the nucleus of z

state had the migrantz not moved from there. The Nkoransa

rt

be =elected to occupy L




zving at Soaduro for some time Adu Donvina died and
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his nephaw Bzifo Pim. ¢ when Baffo

o
<

succeeded his uncle he decided to move further ncrth with
his people.' His reason for moving away from Soaduro was
that he was afraid of an attack on him by the Asantehene who

had allegedly heard that the migrants had established

3

=3

there. When Baffo moved from Scaduro, he and his follovers
made brief stops at various places before entering the
territory which he came to possess and rule over. The main

rest stops were Tetrem, Kyekyewere, Anyinasu, and Asekye-

-
4
o

Dumase,’” also called Sekodumase (See Hap 3).

The claim by the RKkoransa that they fought with the lyafcoman
in the course of their migration to the pliace where they
finalliy settled may be contested. Jack Goody, for instance,
has suggested that the conquest of Nyafoman and its
incorporation into Nkoransa, together with others 1like

P 4 - 4
the Asante

h

Diuman, Pianyinu and Droman formed part o
invasion of Takyiman. Goody, therefore, asserts that Baffo
®im fought Nyafoman after he and his followers had arrived
and settled at the place of the 'three o0ld men' rather than

~a

before.*

Even though Goody does not state the grounds {for his
conclusion, 1t seems reasonable to give credit 1o his

suggestion. In the first place, the whole territory which




the immigrants brought under their control while they were
supposedly, still moving, belonged to the Takyiman.

livafoman was a province of Bono-Takyiman, which was

-
4
)

[E% ]

considerably powerful. The ruler of Nyafoman was also very
influential in the Takyiman state.? 1t is highly probable
that Takyiman would have gone to the aid of Nyafoman if it
had actually been attacked by any invading force. Such a
counter-offensive could have been effectively carried out by

Takyiman whose forces included a cavalry which could have

been swifily deployed.

—{

If, in fact, RBaffo's forces had attacked any - - of the
provinces or possessions of the Bono kingdom, the three old

men who notified the Takyimanhene of the arrival of Baffo

and his followers would Lave sent an adverse report about
the new arrivals instead of a favourable one. In the

circumstances, the Xing of Takyiman would not have accorded
Baffo Pim the kind of hospitality he allegedly showed him
(Raffo). The.king of Takyiman would not have accepted Baffo
Pim as a protege in his kingdom 1f the refugee was known to
have even attempted to 1invade any neighbouring state.
Moreover, Baffo Pim and his followers were too few to
attempt an invasion of any part of a state as large and
powerful as Takyiman without the help—of a more powerful and
a much larger force. It is reasonsble, therefore, to accept

that the conguest and incorporation of peoples by Baffo Pim




to form the foundation of the Nkoransa state all took place

during and after the Asante invasion of the Bono State.

Initially, Baffo Pim's decision to settle in the Bono state
might have been influenced by the economic opportunities in
the area. The Takyiman area fell within the orbit of thé
commercial activities which were extended southwards by the
Mande-Dyula from the HMiddle Niger to the Banda country,
between the northern edge of the high forest and the
southern loop of the Black Volta.* The Bono state controlled
the gold trade of the main centre of these commercial

3 Baffo might have been aware, earlier,

activities, Begho.
of the eccnomic potential of this area since gold from Begho
was reaching the coast through Tafo, Adanse and Asen by the

1670's .

The request for a place to settle was formally presented
before the Takyimanhene through the three old men. First,
the old men informed the chief of a nearby village,
Forikrom, about fifteen kilometres to the west of Nkoransa,
of the arrival of a group of people who wanted a place %o
settle. The chief of the village, in turn, sent the message
to the Takyimanhene, the great monarch of the area. The
Forikromhene, Kese Basahyia, was thé Benkumhene of Takyiman
and was probably the overseer of the Takyimanhene's hunting

grounds in which the three old men operated.n The
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Takyvimanhene requested that thevleader of the strangers be
introduced to him. Accordingly, Baffo Pim was officially
introduced to him. The King became highly interested in
Baffo when he learnt that he was the son of another great
king, the Asantehene. The Takyimanhene, having become
satisfied with the identity of Baffc Pim as well as the
reasons for his migration, officially admitted him with his
followers into the country. It is probable at this point
that in order to secure an asylum, Baffo told the
Takyimanhene that they were only in search of a place to
settle since there was over-population in their original

§ Baffo's mention of a war with his father would have

home .
aroused suspicion, among the Bono, about his intentions and
could have led to his request not belng granted. The
migrants became the guests of the Takyimanhene. As such,
Baffo Pim and his followers in accordance with the custom of
the Bono people, were to be provided with food and shelter
by their hosts until they became settled. According to
Meyerowitz, it was even the Takyimanhene himself who
provided labourers and materials to build a settlement for

Baffo Pim39 and his followers at the place of the three old

men where Baffo, had indicated, he preferred to stay.

Local traditions in Nkoransa and Takyiman indicate that
cordial relations came to exist between Baffo ﬁim and the

King of the Bono-Takyiman State. The Nkoransa traditions
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state that the relations were so. intimate that Bafifo was
invited to the palace of the King to dine everyday.40 The
traditions of the two states also indicate that Baffo Pim,
in the spirit of the friendship between him and the King of
Takyiman, attended all the important ceremonies of the Bono

people without fail.

One result of the contact was that Baffo Pim became well
acquainted with the wealth and splendour of the
Takvimanhene's court. It is widely claimed in the local
tradition of Tekyiman that the state was exceedingly rich in
gold. Gold was said to be so abundant that the- Takyiman
people "picked it from the earth without any difficulty."41

The King of Takyiman, Ohene Ameyaw, is said to have erected

a 'sika putuo' (a2 barn for the storage of gold). The

tradition further states that Ameyaw always spent new gold
as money. Courtiers of the state were often resplendently
adorned in gold ornaments manufactured by a guild of
goldsmiths solely responsible to the King's court. Even the
~Ring's horses were allegedly decorated with gold. The
Queen-mother was also said to be very rich and possessed a
nunber of items all fashioned in gold. She had such things
as gcld crockery, gold oware, {an in-door game), gold mortar
and gold pestle. Most important of all, the King's stool

-

l Y
was made of pure gold.*




ghly probable that Baffo Pimr midht have passed oOn

J=te

Tt is h
information about the opulence of thé Takyiman stéte to his
paternal nephew, the Asantehenelopoku Ware, with whom he
might have discussed the possibility of the conguest and

. L L. L 3 £.
annexatvion of the prosperous kKingdom to Asante.V

Z. The Emergence of the 3State

Just as Aeneas was ariven, by fate, in classical times
the seed of Rome from the ashes of sacked Troy, SO
did Baffo Pim find the foundation stone of his state of

Gkorense in the ruins of devastated Takyiman.

The Asante conguest of the north-west beginning with th

L

invasion of Takyiman and the emergence of lkoransa did not
occur by accident. It was a calculated design to tap the
r©

rescurces of the whole region and tc secure Asante's rear

against anv attacks from that direction.

Long before the accession of‘Opoku Were, Asante had been
avzre of the immense wealth o0f the north-west. The gold
trade passing through Asante territory to the coact, from
the second half of the sevanteenth century, bore adequate
testimony teo this wezlth. Asante had therefore been looking
for an opportunity to bring the states linkeéd with or

producing this wealth under its control. If this could bo

done either by conquest or some other means Asante could
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cpen @ direct route to the north and the encrmous wesallh
controllisd by Takyiman could be obtained through revenue
from tributes ancd the taxation of trade. Kumase could aisc

astablish contact, through the Mande traders in the area,

with the cities of the Middle Niger, the southern termini of

The Asante were alsc avare of the growing power of Gyeman in
the neoerth-west and Gonja to ths north. f by some design

Ivaman and Gonja could ally, they would poss a sarious

threat to the security of Asante. To prevent the possible

concuer +these states indivicdueslly or together. Econonic
gain and rolitical sescurity were, thus the motives hehind

- b 3 -7 T e - —_ b . - —
conguest i politicalliy and icongmically important
g = - prs ot JEuERy - Py - - -
territories such as IZono-Takviman and ithe colidfields of
had .. N _ - - —_ -
oSANGAE Z7C Cyamanl
TV eem o o - [ O B — [N 2 O I . 3 .
Tkcranse and Taxviman traditions are wunarimous on Eva

ating to thes f&ll of the Bono-Takvimar
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ringdom was destroved as a result of
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ts invzsion by Asante. Secondly, tho congues

facilitated by the fifth column activities of the Amakom

There are various accounts cencernince the causes of the

Abease and Atebubu is that the main cause of the Asante-

Tzkyviman war was the trcachery of the leader cf the Amakom

According to o¢one account, RBaffo FPim was assaulted by &

prince of Takviman and in order to revenge ho resorted to an
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act which created the impression to the A
Takyiman wanted to fight Asante. The Asante accordinaly

made the nccessary preparations and invaded Takviwman. The

zccount says that +hen the Takvimanhene learnt that his =on

had slapped tho Asanico prince he made cfforts to make amonds

<+

by offering Baffe & large quantity of gold dust, vorth about

. o, .
one thousand pounds (£1,000), in compensation. Rut Taffo

&

|44}

"in, instead of dropping the issue, teok the gold to the
coast where he bought fire arms and gun powdoer. e

presented the cuns and the gun powder te the Asantchene a

9]

gifts from a great king he had met at 'savem' {the nor:ih).

6o



Traditionally such a presentation implied a formal
declaration of war by whoever sent than. The Asante

f el

accepted the challenge and attacked Takviman.®

~nother account indicates that Bafio Pim was not of fended at
a1l but out of avarice he kept a quantity of geld which the
ing of Tekyiman had -given him as & present for the
Asantehene. He then filled three contziners with gun
powder, lead and flint and sent to the Asantehene who becamne
angered and began to prepare for an attack on the king who

had challenged him to fight.

That the Asante invasion of Takyiman was directly provcked

}Jo

by the intrigues of Baffo Pim is & common strand in the
various acccounts of the circumstance leading to the event.
The principel motive behind Baffeo's action appears to have
been more political tha.. economic. According to the various
accounts, BRaffo came to possess & large quantity of cold
vwnich he obtained {fium the King of Takyiman either as
cohpensatibn for an assault on him Dy & prince of Bono or by
keeping part of presents of gold dust intended for the
Asantehene. Considering the fabulous wealth of <ha

Talzvimanhene, it is possible that Baffo received as much

(R

old as would satisfy any aggrieved perscn. Even if he &id

L

(

acquire wezlth by keeping part of the presents of ¢old reant

for the Asantehene, he could have kept that channel open for

-
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as long as he wished since he was' trusted by the Bono King
and the Asantehene did not know the source or the quantity
of gold sent to him at any given time. There was also every
indication that the king of Takyiman was ready to send more
gold to the Asantehene in order to promote friendship
between the two great menarchs. Apparently, Baffo Pim had
acquired a position of economic advantage which ought to
have satisfied him, yet he worked for the invasion of the
very state in which such an opportunity existed for him.
The fact that Baifo was bent on pursuing the path of war
when that of peace and wealth were open to him meant that
his political ambition transcended any economic objectives

he might have hzad.

The Asante invasion oifi 7Takyiman took place in 1722/23 and
the latter was utterly defeated. The traditions of
Nkoransa, Takyiman, Wenchi and Abease!® a11 attribute the
iefeat of Takyiman to an.alleged treacherous activity of
Baffo Pim. The traditions indicate that after Baffo Pim had
provoked Asante to fight against the Takyiman, he went to
the Takyimanhene and persuaded him to bury &1l his guns in
vater for forty days. According to the story, Baffo Pim
told the Takyimanhene that the secret of the remarkable
successes of Asante in the wars they had been fighting lay
in the simple but effective ritual of burying all their

guns, . loaded, in water any time they were to embark on a
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=ilitary campaign. The story goes on to say that Baffo

impressed on Takyimanherne thatl, when the guns were retrieved
from the water, they performed better and became mOre
deadlv. Somehow, the Takyvimanhene belicved what Baffo told
him and ordered that all the guns in his stats be brought to
him for burial in water in accordance with the instructions

of an oracle. Traditional accounts in Nkoransa and Takyiman

indicate that certain chiefs in the Bono state, Ior

e

nstance, the chief of BRaafi, were skeptical about the

A 2 . . e
ability of a wet gun to perform.’ Thisg tradition must,
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however not be accepted hook, line and sinker since the
Takviman had knowledce of the use of guns as Lhe chisf of

Eaafi had demonstrated.

"koransa tradition claims that Takyiman was so powerfiul a

state that it was doubtful thether Asante could have

Th

defeated that state by =wilitary means alcne.” Jack Goody
refers to the traditions of Takvinan and 2Randa which also
make similar claims. Goody also makes references to
archaeological reports on the Bono kingdom which testify to
the strength of the political organization of that hingdom.
According to Goody, the reports indicate that Takvimarn

fought with horses "Jjust like the Dagombas", and a* the came

time adopted the Akwamu military pattern before the Asanto

1
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invasion of that state. Besides T
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strength, Asante had, itself, had ts military power
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considerably weakened as a result of a series of wars it had
just fought with some of its southern neighbours.52 These
facts, according to local traditions, erplain the necessity
of Asante adopting non military tactics in additio-n to its
military skills and resources in order to be able to defeat
Ta]-:yiman.53
The subject of the fall of the Bono Takyiman has been dealt
with by such scholars as W.E.F. Ward, C.C. Reindorf,Francis
Fuller and Eva lMeyerowitz. Meyerowitz, in particular, gave
a detailled account of circumstances leading to the Asante
invasion and the burial of guns in water. One writer, Effah
Gyamfi, who also &id some detailed work on the fall of the
Bono Xingdom, attributed the defeat of Takyiman by Asante
mainiy to internal weaknesses 1n the former state.
tccording to Gyamfi, the first of the weaknesses was the
presence, in the Bono area, of Akan immigrants from the
Tunase area. These immigrants, attracted by the prosperity
and economic opportunities available in the Bono State, did
much to bring the wealth of Bono-Takyiman to the notice of
Asante. Before the war, Baifo Pim, himself, wac said to

have been an itinerant trader in 'Bono-Htoma' or 'Kvekye’

(Local Bono cloth), which he bought from Takyiman and sold

(S 1)

. . . H
ln Rumasi.**?

73



hid raT™
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zighteenth csntury th:ough the reporits of such traders.
Cwing to these reperis, Asante, ¢pvarcntly placed Tekyiman
»n its priovity as a state fo be conguered for beth econcmic
ang GEiii.
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Acgording to him <certain members of the Takyiman revael

family led by Abrakwamsi (or Amoakwamsil) and MNsamaniiwe

apzosed the candidature of the last Bono King, Ameyaw. Thay

d

therefore migrated to the coast with a or
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The behaeviour of the RKing of Takyiman and his sons was &z

contributed to the internal wealiness of tha state. It is
g2lleged that he extorted geld from his subjects znd “hat &Le
caused his servancos to ¢c¢o from heouse to house collectio-

¢cld from the peopls.” Ameyvaw's insatiable fesire for o-13

{"Amevar vhe spends fresh gold but onca').

—_—ra

b JREL R | —_ 2 » J— - PR I ] . : .
Eesidaes avarice, Chene Amevaw allegedly indulged ip seompan
L —— LI N, "L P U N - = % -4 . — _ e

rmorallity. Traditlon hzs 1t hat he was o ¢liven o groaorcae
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the court, who were disturbed by this umnscemly

vicur, often exhorted the King but Ohene Ameyaw turned

¥l

Z2nf esarg Lo the acdvice of his elders. The moral laxity of
“he Takvimznhene offended the sensibility of the people and
it 1s probably one of the rcasons which, according to LEffa
Gvamfi, made scme of them desert him when the ~Asante

invaders reached Talny 1nnn.7

¥hat the elders of Takviman considered te be a more serious
fault of Ohene hmeyvaw was his failure to honour the

ancestral spirits and state deities. As the intermedizry

(4]

peorle and their gods as well &s -ancestral

rf'

between

h
he

8]

Takyimanhene was obliged to tzke action on

rk

.
4
TiLcs

}--

sp
oracular messages from these impersconzl forces beliaved to
he the guardians and pro_2ctors of the state and its peoplo.
Unfortunately, Ameyaw neither heeded the warnings given by

his fetish priests nor performed the rituals and sacrifices

4]
j

L

[

reqauired of him.®™ The disrespect shown by the Talvimanhene
towarde the ancestral spirits and state deities creatlv
dizturbed the elders bhut they suppressed their diccontent
until the Acante invasion during which they failed to give

th2 necessary protection to the king who was carrizd into

r
5
o

fve

captivity in Kumasea.



stzte was the attitude of the Kinc's sons who oversieppd

vhedlr  privileges with  dimpunity, According  to  locel
acceurnits, whoever dared interru the arrocgant princes while
they were on their way to water their hors was hilled.
Thiz gave rise to the saying "hvia ponko a nni gyinae.

'"7f vou meet Lhe horse that is your end"). One of the
princes, Kosakore, was so cruel that he made sport of
Furowing his spear in the sores of people. He was, thus,

&

nicknamed "Rosakore, to pea"” {'Kosakore the spear

4 ’E
thrower ).t

A1l these indicate that on the eve of the Asante invasion of
Talyiman the feeling of despondency among its people had so
weakened the state that it was virtually impocsible for the

a

state to withstand a fo.c2 as powerful ag the Asante army.
When, therefore, the news of Lhe inpending invasion became

Imown many discaticficed subordinate chiefs and citizens went

znd bhuried lhelr guns saying. "se Qhene Amevaw anya ne 1o

2 onizo nhve" {"if ¥Wing Ameyaw has got his war let him fight

.:4
it all alone and die") .

On the basis of the foregoing arguments, Effah Gyvamfi

concluded thet, Baffo Pim novar persuaded any Dono Wina Yo
bury his guns as the popular traditions claim. Ho assests

70
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that ths burizl of the guns was "the result ol i1mcernad

conditions which reached a head on the eve of the invasion

+h

which had been effected through ihz treachery oi ZEaiio.

Gyamfi asserts that the burial of guns is well remembered in
Tzliviman tradition but that the action has lheen

misuncerstood by such writers as Reindorf, Ward and
Meverowitz. He is of the view that the action of the
poople was not & mark of technical incompetence as Goody
rather, it w=s an act of protest against the
misrule of the Tal:yimanhene.63

ke Gyamfi and Goody, lMrs leverowitz also accepts thes 500TYy
of the burial of guns but attributes the success of Laffo
Pim's cunning scheme to Takyiman's laclk of war experience.
Sha claims that the Bono knew little about firearms becouse
they had not fought any major ver for about a century and
since the Agante had z lot of crperience 1n fighting the

Takviman allowed themselves to be swayed Dby Baffo's

£

- f “ r : A
trlckery.L The argument of Meyerowitz apparently amounts

to technical incompetence as asserted by Goody.

Yhile acknowledging the importance of internal wezlnezz a5
& potent contributory factor {for the fall of +the Tone
Xingdom, as argued by Effah Gyvamfi, this writer has
misaivings about the whole issue oﬁ the burial of gung, the

popularity of the account in severnl traditions
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notwithstanding. The fact thét some chiefs allegedly
questioned the wisdom in burying guns in water when Baffo
Pim suggested to the Takyimanhene to do so indicates that
the people were not unaware that a wet gun could not shoot.
Jack Goody, in fact, admitted that the Takyiman were not
without guns. The blacksmiths of Takyiman made shot guns
called Pantantuo and were therefore users of guns, though

bows and arrows and spears were also in common use.ft

It is highly probable that Baffo Pim played a very important
role by providing the Asante with wvital intelligence
information about the military capabilities of the Takyiman
as 1is normally done in warfare everywhere but the decisive
factor was what took place in the actual fighting on the
battlefield. This write - is of the view that the defeat of
Takyiman can be attributed to the technical advantage which
the Asante had over them. Apparently, the Takyiman
possessed inferior weapons as compared to those wielded by
the Asante. According to local tradition, as already noted,
the main weapons used by the Takyiman army included locally

made shot guns, spears, and bows and arrows .’

On the other
hand the Asante possessed European made guns obtained from
the coast. There is little doubt that after defeating
Denkyira, Asante had access to Européan traders at the coast

and might have acquired a reasonable hoard of firearms from

these traders. 1In fact very few, if any, of these European-



made guns found their way into the territory beyond Asante.
In terms of range and fire power the locally made guns could
not match the more sophisticated European ones. Similarly
the bows and arrows and spears wielded by the mounted column
of the Takyiman army were nothing before the type of guns

wielded by the Asante.f®

The rarity of European made firearms in the interior of
Ghana, during the seventeenth century can be explained in
terms of deliberate policies of the Portuguese and Dutch
governments whose subjects were the main traders along the
West African coast during the seventeenth century.. Before
1650, these traders were officially forbidden, by their home
governments from selling guns to heathens and muslims.®
During the period of prohibition, the few guns that could be
obtained were supplied by interlopers and virtually none of
these reached the intericr. After 1650 the restriction was

relaryxed and European traders began to sell guns to West

Africans irrespective of their religious beliefs.

In spite of the removal of the restriction on the sale of
European made guns to certain groups of West Africans,

firearms were still not allowed to flow freely into the



interior. T.E. Powdich observed in 1819 that firearms were

prevented from reaching the inland states. He writes:

Firearms are unknown to such of the

nations on the south of the Niger as

Shereef has visited and the reason which

he assigns for it is that the Kings 1in

the neighbourhood of the copast, persuaded

that if these powerful instruments of war
should reach the possession of the populous
inland states, their own independence would

be lost, have strictly prohibited and by

their wisdom of their measures, have effectively
prevented this dangerous marchandise fgﬁﬁlpassing
beyond the limits of their dominions.'™

The zbove observation is guite relevant for the situation in

Asznte cne of whose concerns was to prevent the states in

iy

its hinterland from strengthening their positionmilitarily.

Such & situation would threaten the security of Asante from

L] -

. The Asznte might therefore have, particularly,

(h

been very strict in preventing the sophisticated European-
made guns from reaching the states in its hinterland. To

acquire firearms for its own use Asante had established

century.’ The indication 1s that Asante possessed
sophisticated guns imported from Europe as agiinst +the
inferior locally made shot guns, bows and arrovs and spears
wielded by the Takyiman army. When therefore, the Asante
army attaclied the Bono-Takyiman, the latter seemed to be
unarmed. Tt 1s the belief of this writer that all factors

considered, what was decigsive in the defeat of Takyiman was

m
o
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Tollewing the defszt and destructicn of th

Lingdow, itz p=2ople became badly dispersed. According to G.

Some moved to northern Togoland,
Settling between Borada and
Ahamansu—-Papase; othsrs went as far
norti as HEpembil in eastern Gonja and
are called MMbong-Wule =y the Gonjas,
while others were moved to Manso pear
Bexwal and form the Amanci state.
¥Vithin the immedizte locality, some of the Bono-Takyiman

pecple tock refuge in Gyaman while cthers found their way teo
the Atebubu area. The pecople of Abease, near Atebubu claim
that their ruling house descended from a sectlion of the
Takvyiman royal family which fled to the area as a result of
the Asante attack and defeat of Bono—Takyiman.73
The most significant outcome of the fall of the BRBono-
Takviman kingdom was the coming into existence of the state
of Whoransa. About two thirds of the territory of the Bono

Ninadom was given to Baffo to rule by the Asantehene as

ry

revard for his assistance vhich contributed to the defsat of

Talkviman.
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D. Evolution of Organs of Govérnment

After the fall of Takyiman and the creation of Nkoransa, the
two most important tasks that faced the ruler of the new
state were 1ts consolidation and administration. Owing to
the turmoil into which the whole area to the north-west of
Asante had been thrown as a result of the Asante-Takyiman
war, Baffo Pim first gave greater attention to the
consolidation of his state. To achieve his objectives in
this area, he adopted two main strategies. These were the
relocation of conquered peoples, or any group oi people who
were 1likely to rebel, and the establishment of security

posts at strategic points within the state.

The first people to be relocated were the Nyafoman who had
put up some resistance d'.ring Baffo's operation against them
in the course of the Asante invasion. The Nvafoman were
moved from their capital near Abofour to Akumsa-Dumase just
five kilometres from Nkoransa. The Diuman who had submitted
to Bafio Pim without a fight and had their capital about
forty eight kilometres south-east of Nkoransa were thouaght
to be too far from the NKkoransahene. They were, therefore,
resettled at Sessiman only one kilometre from the residence

T4
2

of the Nkoransahene.'

The primary motive behind these resettlements was to ensure

that these potentially dangerous peoples were near enough to
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intendsed to prevent subdued penplas from entering into an
alliance with any of the neighbouring states against
horansa. The measure was thus aimcd a* preventing the
early disintegration of the state through rebellions and

) . . . B
secession by any of its constituent peoples.7

Baffo Pim alsc tcolh steps to weaken the positions of the
Tulers of the resettled peoples in order to radically reduce
their ability to mobilize for dissident action. The
Wvafoman ruler, whose position was analogous to a provincial
ruler in the destroyed Takyiman state had his position
reduced to that of 'Odikro' (village head). This position
is at the bottom of the hierarchy of chiefly positions in
the Akan traditional political set-up. For a <omplete
wearening of that ruler's position, he was placed under his

4

own linguist who had defected to the Thoransa camp during
the {ighting between the Phoransa and the lvafoman. The
lingulist was elevated to the status of senior linguist at

[

the Nkoransahene's court. O blaclh stool was created for
nim This stool was an  'QObrempon' stool. (Obremoon
literally means 'prominent' or 'Great' man in Alan). Under

the pelitical arrangement of Nkoransa sn Obrempon is one vwho

¥
e

has Dbeen elevated by the Nkoransahene in recogniticn for

some outstanding or distinguished deed which makss for the

gencral good of the state. An Obrempon in Nkoranca scrvos

ML
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the Omanhene directly and not thrcugh any divisional chief

as most subchiefs do.

The Diumanhene who had enjoyed a large measure of autonomy
as a provincial ruler in the Takyiman state, also had his

avtonomy curtailed. Unlike the Nyafomanhene, however, he

retained the position of Nifahene which he had held in the
Takyiman state. As Nifahene, he became a divisional chief
in Nkoransa. According to the Omanhene of HNkoransa the
Diumanhene gained his position of influence because he
surrendered to Baffo Pim without a fight and offered to
serve him. He was, therefore, allowed to keep the area that
had been under his control in addition to his appointment as

Nifahene of the state. The Diumanhene was the only

indigenous Bone to be made a divisional chief of the

Nkoransa political set up.

A number of security posts were established at strategic
points within the state to protect it against any foreign
invasion. Agents from these posts were required to send
intelligence reports on dangerous moves by people of
suspicious character, particularly those from neighbouring
states, to the central authority in the capital for prompt

action.

[92]
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on the western frontier, the capital of the defeated Bomno
state, which was taken over by the Hkoransa, served as the
security post. The Nkoransahene appointed one of his men as
Akwamuhene and made him settle at Kranka near Manso. The
Llwamuhene had charge of security matters on the western
side of the state. He was to be vigilant, particularly, on
Baafi which had put up some resistance during the invasion

of Takyiman.

The chief of Dromankese {Great Droman) who had supported
Kkoransa and Asante was assigned the duty of watching over
the eastern boundary. He was made an Qsafohene (war
captain) to match his role. Osafohene is a title conferred
on a person in recognition of a heroic deed, particularly,
during war. In Nkoransc, the Osafohene, like the Obrempon
serves the Omanhene directly. An odikro may be elevated to

the status of osafohene in recognition of a valiant deed.

Generally, there was not much to worry about on the eastern
frontier. Atebubu, the main state there had been neutral
during the Takyiman war. The traditions of both Nkoransa
and Atebubu indicate that relations between the two states

have been peaceful since the emergence of Nkoransa.

Like the eastern side, Nkoransa's southern frontier did not

face any threat during the early years of the state's

[on)
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immediately urzent. To serve a long term necé, howsver,
2affo Pim appointed one ¢f hie own men the Graaschene, (I
5f court administration) and stationed him at Hhwaban abou
thirteen kilometres south of the capital znd =zbout eigh?
wlliometres south of Akumasa-Dumase, the rasettled site of
Yvafoman. Ykwaben's peosition wnabled it to cut off the
communication Iines hetwoen the Uyafoman and the south.

This waes intended %o wpreveni any possibie alliance between

Trobably the greatest threat to the security of Nhoransa

czame from the north. 5 cecticn of the def ¢ Takvyiman
fled northwards and took refuge in various placecs. Tor

instance one group scought rafuge in Gonjaland while another
- r [ 5 7C - 4 L3
went to Abease to the scuth-egast of Fintzmpo.'r In addition

A section of the !¢, who had =zupported “he Takviman fled

Black Volta river.’' There winre

&)

north-westwards across th

)

21so Banda elements in h Rintampo area while the centreal

Gonj& constituted & petentially powerful encmy.

211 these various giroups of people posed & serious “*hrest T -

abilit cf Ikorangca. In faot 1ol

;

rr-

the szcurity end

struggles with the Gonja and Banda in the Wintropo ziaa, --
vill be shown in chepter three, underscors the realit- -

8
(AN
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tha north. They were Yo be alert and rzport any hostil

izitial threat faced by Ikoranse from the nerih. In
s area, therzfore, four security positisns  waore
zblished at Jema, Nintampo, Dawodewe and Funge. Theoe
e to watch, severally and jointly, %o movements of
wics of Pkoranse whe had taken refuge at various places

[

oo by Gonja, a much older and better established stet:
Thoransa's main poarthern neighbour at the time. ToT

iprointed one of his kinsmen, Akomea, as Fyidomhene

(o

und

zon

cuch scholars azs R.S. Rattary and K.A. Busiza.- L1

mmander of the rear guard forces) and stationed him at
@. 7  He was to supervise and co-ordinate all security

- - - - - - hl — Lo -
Iving = svstem I politicazl administratlion were not
R — —~ - L T, H - - ~
ertalien ag separate tTasgk=; instead, they wsre dJone

currentl;

Bkcransa, generally, follovwed the fkan system of
citional government as has been adequately described b

important features such as matrilineal inheritance, clzan

&7



hocording to the Omanhene of Hhoransa, liana Xudom 1V, Tnae

Zor the destoolment of chiefs, particularly the Omanhene.
He asserts that destoolment of chiefs was unknown in

ransa until the first nali oi the twentieth century. The

Omanhene states that any lNkoransahene who, 1n the past,

resorted to arpliirary rule was assassinated. He cave the
example of Nana Hwasi Cwusu I, (Wonsliamoa), whe commitied
nidesous crimes acainst hils own subjects nana  Owusu
allegedly went to the extent of cutting open thée siomachs of
oragnant women to find out the sexes of unborn babies. No

gd Boaben, (8ee ¥
-— LR —_ = -— - . S oA — 31 M} _ T . L EL S e
north-east of the capical. Thus, the HNioransa initiallv
got rid of bad rulers through physical elimination rather

than through destoolment.

In making appointments to political offices, the first ruier

cf Kkoransa took into account the need for unflinching

8

loyalties to guarantee the internal security oi the stat

in this connection, he used both maternal family connections



= J R . Zm e = -2 v O s,
ané patarnnl relatiocnshin 2z 2 bhasis for putting people In
LRV . o S JEQNNI B g - : - = ot o 19
positione of trust. Tamily connections in this scnce, &l80
. o L I T - - s s
included clan zffiliation which is importcnt Zn the SCClal

Benkumbene, Kvidomhenes and rulers of such strategic towns as

Tintampo-ilwoase and Dawadava, sccurity posts in the nortih,
211 bhelonged to the Asene clan.” The Adontenhoens, one of

-l

- e .. - LN 1. s - b
7o eccompanied RBaifo Pin frcom Amnaliom Yo THoranga, bhud

the clan of Qsedi Tutu,
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aff{o Pim's father. Similarly, the Wifzhene, the only non-
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Asznte appointee amcng the lezding elders of Hiioransa

fnkobeahene vweas given Yo the son of Nhkoransahene, 3%l

resentment. This was essential for the peacs, stghilits ané
unity of the s3tate The Beno wers, therefore, nol lef: eu
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*n the distribution of positions. In zddition *o tI.o

Mifakene the DBono were
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getilenents of the destroyed Takyimon kingdom. Une CI the

most senior linguists of the horanschene was chosen LI0W

Tha aarly rulers of Nhoransa elso created the conditions
necezsary  for  the building of confidence in  theilr

government, and for ensuring that there wes peaceful co-

9]

zrictence between ths conqueror and the conquered. TC
achiove  this  2nd, Lhe domigrant  rulers mharlked on

acouliuration. Thev honded down some of their own cultural
praciices and ndopteod othors from the indigenes. In this

-

oy they became Bono. Feor instance Bono, the language of

()

the congquered was adoptad by the immigrants: it ‘became theo

language of communication for hoth greoups. The immigrants

-

2lso abhandoned the Sunday Adae festival of the Asante,

(Akwasidae) and zdorptited the VWednesday Adag of the Borno,

n

(Avuiudas) or (Abron-dae-Wulue) .

The Lsante immicrants also adopted the god Ntos which was an

important deity of the Bonc as a national god of the news
state. iTtoa was revsred 2s much as Dam which 1ras o
nr

traditiconal deity of the immigrante.Y

Apart from adopting certain cultural and religious prachicaos

of the indigeness the invaders did not tamper with ceri:in

an
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The ntam or sacred oath of the Nioransa is Beo Alvi.” The
“santzhene's cath, the INtam Xesce (CGreat Oath) was al5o

horansa. In the event of the invocation of the
Great Oath, however, the related matter could either be
exanmined at the Nkoransahene's court or in Kumase, depending

on the particular circumstance leading to its swearing.

The emergence of ¥loransa can be attributed to two main
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rusketeers had energed as the principal millitary nits
in the Gold Coazast in the late ceventzenth century and

during the first cquarter of the cichisenth century

century to meet the growing local demand for them.

(B3.4. Cgot (ed.) UNESCO General History of Africa V.

{Paris 1992) See article by Adu~-Boahen, "The 3tates znd

~—

Cultures of the lower Guinean Coast." p.40°¢

a

as 5,000 musketeers (¥ea, cp.cit, p.201). Azarn
military prowess during the eighteenth century, 7ac

thue, based on superior weapoens. The Asante deprived

e I A -7 .. f=r - - & - L] - - haJr R i

politically ez, om.cit, T.201, also se= EBowdich,
2 L s 3 - - £ F. -~ a- - b -w

cpL.Ccit., p.235) Compare with the relative Ciffizulty

£ b S Y 1 b 1 - ~ L 4+

fazeed By the Asante in & 1764 attempt to subdue the

rebellious Gvaman who had also acquired muslhots.

v s ey s . . .
seeph Dupuls, Journal o¢f £ Residence in Fohanteo

(London, 1824, n.24).

Dzeku, cp.cit., p.12.

Bcowdich, op.cit., 2.235.
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G. Tranakides "Observations on the History of Some Gold

Coast Peoples," Transactions of the Goid Coast and

Togoland Historical Society, Vol.l, 1952-55, p.37.

Yamoah, op.cit., p.31

Boateng, op.cit., p.24.

Omanhene of Nkoransa, 8/12/95.

Tranakides, op.cit., ».37: Yamoah, op.cit., p.31.

Boateng, op.cit., pp.31, 42, 46.

Interview with: Nana Asare Akomea, Jemahene, 16/7/95;

Mr. Kwarteng Amaning, a royal of Dawadawa, 28/8/95;

Nana Kwabena Asare, Ex-chief of Kunso, Kunso, 9/3/96.

Nana Kwaku Korantenog II, Kunsohene 10/3/96. Nana

Kwabena Asare states that Kunso and Dawadawa were in

very close contact on security matters.i He asserts

that the close relationship between the two places has
survived up to today.

According to Néna Asare Akomea, the Jema stool is
referred to as Akomea Adwa ('Akomea Stool'), named
aiter the first occupant and leader of the first

Asante settlers at Jema).

R.S. Rattray, op.cit.: K.A. Busia, The Position of the

Chief in the Modern Political System of Ashanti,

{London, 1951): Also see Dennis M. Warren, The Akan of
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82.

83.

84.

85.
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Ghana, (Accra, 1986): Ernest E. Okeng, Ancient Ashanti

Chiefaincv, {(Ghana Publishing Corporation, 1986¢).

Omanhene oi Nkoransa, 25/8/95.

Omanhene of Nkoransa, 25/8/95. Interview wi h Nana Yaa
Dudaa II, Nkoransahemaa (Queenmother of Nkoransah),
25/8/95. 1In attendance were Nana Amma Boahemaa and
Nana Kofi Bafo, elders of the Queen-mother's palace.
Boateng, op.cit., p.8. The core of the Asante Union
was similarly constituted to ensure a stronger and
closely knit central authority. See Adu Boahen et al.,

Topics in West African History (2nd ed, Longman, 1986)

p.57: Also see S.F. Affrifah, "Akvem, C1700-1874: A
Study in Interstate Relations in pre-Colonial Gold
Coast." (Unpublished Ph.D Thesis, University of London,
1976). p.32. Affrifah discusses the importance of
Asona family connections to the building of a strong
basis for Akyem government.

Boateng, op.cit., p.50: Goody, "Ashanti and the
Northwest," p.3.

Omanhene of Nkoransa, 25/8/95.

Goody, "Ashanti and the Northwest," p.3.

This impression was gathered from the responses of
almost all the informants interviewed by the writer.
(See Note 4). The notion 1is also evident in the
recorded tradition of Nkoransa. See Boateng, op.cit,

passim.
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Theoretically, the political administration of Nkoranssa
was decentralised but, in practice, it was highly
centralised when compared with the Asante government or
that of Gvaman. See Emmanuel Terrey, "The Political
Economy of the Abron Kingdom of Gyaman," Research
Review, Vol.12, No.1, (I.A.S. Legon, 1980), p.1.
Rattray, op.cit., ©.93.

Boateng, op.cit., p.38.

Wilfred Owen Jnr., Field HNctes, Asante Collective
Bioagraphy Project {(March, 1971).

Busia, op.cit., p.17.

This oath refers to the trapping of the areat warrior
chief of the state,rNana Effa Guakro Panin, behind a
rocky cave in a battle with the Banda during the early
1800's. Efforts by the Nkoransa army to rescue their
chief proved unsuccessful. The great chief lost his
life in that war or battle and the state suffered heavy
casualties in spite of an eventual victory. Boo Akvi
is therefore, an ocath founde@ cn this tragic incident.
The oath means "behind a rock" in Akan. Boo means

"rock" and akyi, "behind".
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URCRALSLA'S EXTERNAL RELLATIONS: 1720's-1874

Zi. Introduction

2|

Por a cgreater part of the eighteenth century and the whole
of the nineteenth, Nkoransa's external relations were with
its co—septentrionall provinces of Asante. These relations
were, generally conducted within the framework of Asante's
imperial ©policy towards its subject states in its

hinterland.

Trom the 1720's to the early decades of the ﬁineteenth
century, Ukoransa's dealings with its northern and western
neighbours were characterised by {requent conflicts. These
conflicts arose mainly because Fkoransa acted as the main
instrument for advancing the northward expansion of Asante.
Resistance Dby other states to conguest often led to war
between them and Nkoransa. Belween 1726 and 1744, Nkoransa
hecame the mounting stage for Asante campaigns against the
goldfields of Banda and Gyaman as well as eastern Gonja,

Rrakye and Dagomba.?

Throughout the period, NIkoransa maintained very close ties
with Asante. The relationship between Kkoransa and Asante
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qual stavids.

bety
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was not one that invoived two partners o

moiner. it was a subordinate-superorsdinate aifweir. Nhoransa

being definitely the subordinate.

nrelatilons between Nkoransa and 1ts eastern neilghbours.

unlike those with its northern and western neighbours were

da

friendly and entirely {ree from cenflict up to 137-4.
Towards the end of the ninetcenth century. however. Nkoransa

was drawn Inio an anti-aAsante defensive alllance initiated

by its friendly eastern neighbours,

ial Trends 1n Nkoransa's External Relations
/23-1750

=

init
1722
Between 1722/23, when Asante conquered Bono-Takviman. and
1750 the area to the north-west of Asante was thrown into
turbulence as the various states in the area became invoived
in violent struggles. The struggles refiected a change dn
the balance of power in the north-west ané¢ the movements of
peoples set in motion Dby the Asante invacion.? It is in
this confuscd and uncertain state of affairs that the
rclativclf new state of Nkoransa began to conduct its own

cxlernal policies.
While the first ruler of Nkoransa, Baffo Pim., was
consolidating his position and that of his state he was at

the same time expanding his territory northwards. The
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pelicy of territorial expansion in?olwed Nkoransa in several
wars with her northern neighbours. According "to local
*raditions, Baffo Pim embarked on campaigns against the
Fanda, Bote, (near Salaga), a Gonja town :n the Mangkpa
division and the Wromas {(probably Grushi).4 The traditicn
adds that these were fought in order to get people tc build
the state. The expeditions were undertaken soon after the
defeat of Takyiman. They appear to have been small scale
affairs undertalken against localised opposition. For
instance Bafifo, according to Hobbs, made war on the "Yabums"
and "Bottes" who lived south of the Black Veolta because
"thev refused to recognize his overlordship."5 Presumably,
this war relates to the wars on western Gonja initiated by

likoransa, as recorded by Jack Goody.?

One of the fundamental factors underlying the series of
conflicts between HNkor:-nsa and Banda beginning from the
1720's was rivalry over the contro: over the area in which

the important commercial centre of ¥intampo wa3 situated.

The strugogie for this territory was a recurrent feature in
the relations betwzen the two states down to about the
fourth decade of the nineteenth century. The exercise of

control over the area alternated between Nkoransa and Bande
depending on the relative strength of the two states and the
general political situation prevailing in the north-west at

i

any particular time.’ For instance, after the Takyiman war,
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Kkoransa drove the Banda to the Wenchi area. The Banda
returned shortly aiterwards to recover their lands but were
driven back. After the Gvaman war of 1818-19, Banda overran
the Kintampo area and regained control over the territory.
Nkoransa again took control of the disputed territory when
the Banda went into exile in Buna towards the end of Oseil

Bonsu's reign (1800-1824).

Between 1732 and 1750, the region embracing Kintampo, Banda,
Bonduku and Buna was encgulfed in a series of wars. Almost
all of these wars took place during the reign oi Opoku Ware,
prior to the establishment of effective Asante control over
the main centres Qf power in the region of the north and
north-west. The wars were essentially a struggle for power
between the Gonja and thelr main southern neighbours,
Nkoransa, Banda and Abron, (Gyvaman). By 1740 the last three
states had all fallen under the sway of Asante. Gonja,
however, rémained outside Asante sphere of influence until
1744 when Asante carried out an invasion of eastern Gonja

and Dagomba.‘

Beiore 1740 Nkoransa formulated her policies towards its
neighbours, guite independently. From 1740 the accelerated
brocess of Asante's northward expansion largely determined

the direction of Nkoransa's external relations.
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in 1740 Thoransa joined Asznte in the invasion of Gyaman.
nkoransa's involvement in this campaion stemmed from its
oblication to contribute a contingent to join the Asante in
*heir military esxpeditions. This was in line with Asante
rerial policy of levying contingents on subject s

+hensver she undertook foreign campaigns. In this war

rLsante defeated Gyaman.

»fter the defeat of Gyeman in 17490, the Asante replaced its
ruler Abo Fofi, cf the VYazkase dynastic segment, with Xofi
Sono of the rTival Zanzan =zegnent. The alternaticn of
succassion betwszen these two dynastic segments had been
designed to encourage wider participation in the political

iaid in Grvaman. At the samas time it provided a tool in the

hands of outside powers to manipulate the system.’ During

the later helf of the 1740's the new ruler of Gyaman, Kofi
Sono, was very acitive n the ncorth-west. ¥e enbarked on

military campaigns against states which he regarded as
dangerous neighbours. Rstween 1742 and

.n

he made war on Gonja and 3unz.--

n 1748 or 174¢ Ikoransa was attacked by Xoii Sono. The

rproximate czuse of the attack was the alleged killing of the

brother of Fofi Sono's father "among the farms of Gwo" by
the Hlkoransa.* That attack on Nkoransa was undertaken
jointly with the Weila. Obviously, the attack was a

-+
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FUld L 1ol aCion Laten arainst Nhoransa fo i
Iavorlventot in the inpvasion ¢f Cyvanen in 1700 ao well as o2

[

pro-cmpiive sirvine againat a potentially poweriul encuy wio

wosoooan  ally o of Asante. The Hori  S¢no  attacn  was
ansuccessful as a result of the two pronged citachk the
Nhoransa and Gonjo launched avainst Dim. The NHoransa

counter attacked [reom thel:r own end while the Gonja mounted
sirong opposition to prevent Nefl Sceno {rom crossing fhe
™Y o4 1 T Vo Sy 1T RS 1y 4 ""C} 3 [ e r~ < T e
Bilacvs Volta nwo fhelr terrvitury. In 1749 one oi ilhie
poveriul war feaders of Gunja, the ciiefl of Busunu. rouied
tine Torces of RKofi Sono and his ailies many of whowm fled to

by
Dagonguraga (proovabiliy Mamprusi}.“

=
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As already indicated,'” Nkoransa tervitory had becn uscd as

a base by asante in carrying out an attack on Banda in order

'
4 h PaR] -

to take control of the goldfields of Banda.’’ Trom that time

[

Nkoransa's relations with Banda became strained and rtemaine
as such almost throughout the eighteentih and ninetecenth
centurics. buring this period, the cunning diplomacy of the
Asante led to several conflicts between Nkoransa and Sanda.
Traditional accountis in KEorapnsa asscrt that the state was

drawn into all her major wars with Banda through Asantc

1
\a
L

N - . 5 - * 3
nechinations.'” Both Nkoransa and Banda were subject staios
s well as close allies of aAasante. The two subject sitaie:

P

were obliged to give military support to their surzerain in

i

1is military campaigns. Significantiy, however, Asanic

-
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avcided bringing its two allies together, probably, to
prevent them from forming & solid power block in the north-
west. Rather, it preferred to dezl individually with them.
such a policy was, perhaps, necessary for Asante to be able

to maintain its hold on both states.

Ikoransa maintained friendly relations with the Degha (Mo},
to its north-west from the first half of the eighteenth
century and throuchout the nineteenth century. In a vay,
Degha was tributary to Nkoransa. It served the Asantehene
but, it did so through the Ankobea division of Nkoransa.
This meant that the chief of Degha did not even have direct
access to the Kkoransahene, but through a divisional chief.
This reletionship started in the reign of Asantéhene Opoclu
Ware who first made Baffo Pim responsible for the collection
cf tribute in the area of the southern tip of the Grushie

wedge . 1

Unlike its northern and western neighbours, likoransa's
eastern neighbours maintained very cordial relationships
with her. Atebubu, for example, occcupied a most favoured

i - There were

position in Nkoransa's external relations.
ciose links between these two states which occupied
analogous pocitions in their respective areas - the north-
west and the north-east. A saying in Atebubu illustrates

the closeness of the relations between the two states.
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Lecording to the saying, 'Avefade' /‘indemnity against a man
who committed adultery with another man's wifé) did not
exist between the Nkoransa and the Atebubu.! The tradition
further states that this friendship dates back to the time
Atebubu helped HNkoransa in a campaign during which the
Nkoransahene was trapped behind a rocky cave. Presumably,
this was the Nkoransa-Banda war in which the Nkoransahene,

9

Guakro Effa Panin lost his life.!’ This war appears to have

been fought during the early 1800's.

Dwan tradition also speaks of a loose federation between
her, Atebubu, Nkoransa and Kwahu. The tradition claims that
this friendship evolved out of the common allegiance all
these states owed to Asante and the fact that these states
formed one column in the Asante army whenever they fought
for the overlord.® The traditions of Abeacel! and Prang22
speak of cordial relations between Fkoransa and the eastern
Brong states. A common Asante origin, in the case of
llkoransa and Atebubu, and a common allegiance to Asante,

thus, formed the basis of friendly =1relations between

Nkoransa and its eastern neighbours.

Eelations between Nkoransa and Asante began as a politically
expedient alliance struck, between Opoku Ware and Baffo Pin,

to pursue their common political and econcomic interests in

r+

he Bono area. TInitially, the status of the partners in the
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suhcrdinate to Asante. levertheloss Nhkoransa continued oo

-2 regarded by Asante as a respected subject state in the

The fundamental factor underlying the close links between

£filizl bond. Baffo Pim and Opoku
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Wzre who were contemporarias and the initiators of the

likoransa-Asante relations wers relzted by blood ties. As

Ozei Tutu who was succeeded by Opcku Ware, A%t the sare

time, Opoku Ware was the son of Baffo's materngl uncle.

-

expaediency but glso on the bedrock of blood ties. The grant

0f g vast territory to Z&ifc by Opoku Warz should therefore,

recoonition of Raffo's contribution to

-

e secen not onlv

-
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his victery but zlszc & gen=arous grant from 'father' to

‘son’. The gpecial reslationship between the Tkoransahens

and the Asantehene was constantiy called inte play in the
dealings between KKoransa and Asante and it servsd as a2 good

[
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SoLaisa s R¥lernar melations
Senireen 1050 and 1300

Taother course of the sencond half of the cighicenth contary.
Vroransa became iavolved in oa war between bBanda and Asante,
Suring iihe same period Nhoransa rebelicd sgainst Asantue.
According to Dadiesoaba and Offumen stool histories the
Asanle waged @ war agcainst a Banda cnicef called Sakyi. Hnown
to the Asante as Worosa.23 The stool histories mentioned say
that Worosa, the Banda King, a contemporary of Asantchene
Osei Kwadwo (1764-1777), began to seize and kill Asantce
traders in his territory. These acts indicate a rebelilion

on the part of Worosa. At any rate, prior to the killings

the Bandahene had announced his intention not to serve

-

! The Dbehaviour of the Bandahcene was

Asantle any longer.
alltegedly reported to the Asantehence by the NEkoransahenc
Hoil Budu.25 Nkoransa became nvolved in the Banda-Asante
war which broke out as a result of the maltreatment of the

Asante traders. Nhoran-a was [ullilling her vassal role of

fighting Tor Asante in hcer foreign wars.

The traditions have 1t that the Nkoransa could not
" ,-tl ~{ o Rl I R - vrga 1o I‘ v , -t N . 25 [
withstand thhe fire power of Worosa, King of Banda. The
NEoransa thercfore relreated in desperation, their chiefl,
hoifi Dudu, being killed tn the process. 11 was theo that

Oseil Rwadwo sent reinforcement under the command of the
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Dadiesocabahene, Atobra Kwasi. Atobra defeated and
decapitated Worosa in an encounter in whici. the Asante army

iost about one thousand men‘

One writer places the "serious war" with Banda in 1770.4
The writer, 7¥.C. Mc Caskie, claims that it was in this war
that Nkoransahene, Guakro Effa I was killed.! There is the
tendency for some writers to confuse the sequence of events
in the eighteenth and early nineteenth century history of
Nkoransa. Mc Caskie is one such writer. He claims that
Guakro Effa was killed in an Asante-Banda war during the
reign of Osei Kwadwo which ended in 1777.33 In contrast Ivor
Wilks associates the death oi the same chief with the
central Gonja war which was fought early in the reign of
Asantehene Osei Bonsn (1801—1824).3‘i Traditional accounts,
however, suaggest that the Banda war in which Nana Guakro
Effa lost his 1iife was fought around the 1800's for,
Nkoransa chronoloagy indicates that Nana Guakro Effa did not
die earlier than 1800. (See appendix B). One defect of Mc
Caskie's claim 1is that Nana Guakro Effa I was not the
contemporary of Oseli Kwadwo during whose reign he says that
Nkoransahene died. The contemporary of Osei Kwadwo was the
third Nkoransahene, Nana Wiafe Akenten (c.1763-1780). 1Ivor
Wilks' date of 1801 or 1802 for the death of Nana Guakro
Effa I 1s not far from correct even thouah the Nkoransahene

might not have died in a war with the Gonja as he asserts.:¢

117



?

Vs
Towards the end of the eighteenth century there é;s a
general reduction in the conflicts among the northern
provinces oI Asante This situation may be partly attributed
to the relatively quiet reign of Asantehene Osei Kwame
{(c.1777-1798). But NKkoransa as well as Banda revolted
against their overlord.? The rebellion by the Nkoransa,
which was crushed by Odumata or Adumata, Adumhene of Kumase
assisted by Gyaman auxiliaries,34 is probably what 1is
recorded in Takyiman tradition. According to the tradition,
Nkoransahene Wiafe Akenten (c.1763-1780) rebelled against
Asante. It is claimed by this tradition that Takyiman
plezyed a leading role in suppressing the revolt. The revolt
which according to Takylman tradition resulted in the death
of Wiafe Akenten might have occurred about 1780 for,
Nkoransa tradition indi-ates that, that chief died around
1780. (See appendix A). The Takrsiman saw the Nkoransa
rebellion as a golden opportunity to take 2 sweet revenge on
likoransa who allegedly sold them out to the Asante. On this
point, the Takyiman tradition states thus:

The Nkoransa-Asante war brought
revenge for Techiman. Nkoransa lost

his (sic) war as Techiman had lost itg
Fumasi during the time of Baffo Pim.%?

The Takyiman c¢laim to have captured Nkoransahene Wiafe and
keptl him prisoner in Takyiman pending the arrivai of the

Asantehene's messengers from Kumase: Wiafe, however, blew
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himself up vith gun powder, clandecstinely supplied him by

his attencdants before the arrival cf the messenger from

Tumase. This is not mentioned in Kkoransa tradition. The
Takyiman tradition seems to confirm Bowdich's account oi a

Wloransa rebellion since thz Nkoransahene Wiafe Akenten vas
for a2 time a contemporary of Asantehene Osel Kwame during
whose reian the rebellion occurred.35 The last three years
of Wiafe Akenten (c.1763-1780), if Nkoransa traditional
chronology is used, coincided with the early years of Osel

Ewame's reign, (c.i777-1798).

D. The Foreign Relations of Nkoransa 1800-1874

During the first three quarters of the nineteenth century
Hkoransa became involved in conflicts with the Gonja, the
Gyaman and the Banda. She also began to take part in Asante
campalcns agaeinst the coastal states as well as the British.
In about 1802 Ukoranss joined Asante 1n a war against
central Gonja. This war formed part of a ceries of
conflicts which took place among the major states of the
north-west, Ilkoransa, Gyaman, Banda and Gonja between 1800
and 1i802. These conflicts broke out following the
destoolment of Asantehene Osei Xwame in 1798-99 z2nd the
death of his successor Osei Opoku II not long after he had
been enstooled. The two events immediately sparked off

rebellions in Gyaman, strongly supported by Xong and Gonia.
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Nkoransa, however, did not rebel. The north-west was thrown

into such confusion between 1800 and 1802 that it 1is

(@]
[

iificult to determine the alignment of states 1in the
struggles. 1t seems however that Nkoransa and others such
as the Zanzan dynastic segment of Gyaman, Nsawkaw, Wenchi
and Banda sided with Asante against Bole, Buna, and Kong who
were allied with Dabova, Gbuipe and the Yakase segment of

i

Gvaman.
Nkoransa became involved in the war with Gonja {(1802) when
the rulers of Gbuipe and Dabova threatened to attack her
after thev had invaded and sacked the capital of Banda.
Ivor Wilks has indicated that the threatened attack on

Nkoransa following the invasion of Banda - these two states

had close ties with Asa'te - were attempts bv the Gonja to

L
3

.

<

restore Osei Kwame to the golden stooli.

Wilks associated the death of the eighth Kkoransahene Guakro

Effa with the central Gonja war. He says that Guakro E

Hhy
h
ar

was killed when he led his forces out to meet the invaders.
Nkoransa tradition, however, asserts that the chief was
killed in a war with the Banda. The sacred cath of the
Nkoransa is founded on this tragic event. (See Chapter 2).
The chief mav not have been killed in this particular war as
Wilks states, but in a related strugale with the Banda which

probably took place around the same time. The central Gonja
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war is, presumably, related to the Bote wars fregquently
mentioned in Nkoransa tradition.® The crushing defeat of
the Gonja by the Nkoransa army supported by a large Asante
force™ is probably, what earned the Nkoransa warrior chief

the epithet "Effa Guakro" and "Effa-a-oboo-Bote-man," (Effa

the Destroyer—of—Bcﬁce”)i'2

L contemporary account by one Abu Bekr es Siddik, who was
captured by the Gvaman in a war with Buna in 1805, seems to

clear much of the confusion surrounding the death of Guakro

. , ) .. ! . . . -
Effa. One version of the account®™ mentions "the death of

X
Afwa, Sultan of Banda or Inkoransa,'"” prior to the Gyaman
attack on Buna. Another attributes the killing oif this

Nkoransa chiefi +to Adinkera of the Yakasse segment of

=
wn

Gyaman. The struggles in which the chilief in question was
killed all occurred during the first two years, or so, of
the reign of the Asante-hene Osei Bonsu (c.1800-1824) and,
Guakro -Effa was, for some time Dbefore his death a
contemporary of Osel Bonsu. It is reasonable to-assume that
the "Afwa" of Abu Bekr refers to Effa Guakro. This writer
is of the view that Nana Guakro Effah I was killed in a war
with Banda during the violent struggles which engulfed the
whole of the north west in 1802. The turbulence of that
vear was followed by a five-year period of absolute peace.

The next confliict in which Nkoransa became involved when the

period of peace was interrupted was the 1807 Asante war with

121



Assin Atandansu and Fante in Southern Ghana. Obviously, the
contemporary account of Effah's death by Abu Bekr as Siddik
was recorded before his capture in 1805. Dupuis' account of
developments in the north-west during the early nineteenth

century indicates that after 1802, Nkoransa did not fight

jal]

gazinst any of the major north-western states -intil she
joined Asante in a war against Gyaman in 1818-19. It is,

therefore, reasonable to suggest that Guakro Effah died in

p=2

302.

Abu Bekr's account closely ties in with the Nkoransa
tradition, Significantly, none of t{he versions of Abu
Bekr's account associates the death of the king with a war
between Nkoransa and Gonja, a northern neighbour of
lkoransa. The king was certainly killed in a war with one
of 1its western neighbours, most probably Banda with whom

Nkoransa was in frequent conflict.

The cause of this particular Nkoransa-Banda war, as stated
by I'koransa tradition, underscores the overriding influence
of Asante in determining inter-state relations among its
subject states. Nkoransa tradition claims that by the
nineteenth century Nkoransa had become a strong power in the
north-west. According to the tradition, Asante became
afraid of the growing power of Nkoransa and resorted to some

underhand moves to weaken or even destroy it. TFor instance,
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and sawkaw to change sides and help Banda tc defeat
.-

L OYEnsa.,

~he Asante attitude iz illustrative of the d&iplomatic

cunning by which thev maintained their political power and

influence over their subject states. This issue is
discusgsed elsewhere in this chapter in relation to HKoransa-

Sande relations. (fee pp.112 and 113). Generally, however,
"horansa proved quite indispensable to Asante for three main
Te3S0NS. Firstly, Xkoransa on the whols was a dependablie

211y in the north-west. Secondlv, Nkoransa plaved the role

of a watchdcc in the north while the Asante consolicdated
their onwn position during the reign of Opoku Ware. Thirdly

and finallv, l'korensa served as a powerful bhuffer betveen
Asante ané other northe: 1 powers such as Gonja, the Erong of

Abease and atebubu and Mo.¥
Ralations with Randa were & major concern of UWkoransa.
elztions were c¢enerally strained. The conflict started
during the very early vears of the creation of llkoransa in
¢ 1720's. As Nkoransa expanded northwards the Xintermpn
area ceems to have been the source of conflict hetween her
and Banda as the two states struggled over its control.

er a2 long tussle, Banda appears to have gained control
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over a large area to the eazt of its territory, including

[1

Lintampo by the early 1820's. Joseph Dupuis in 182
obeerved that Banda overran many areas after the Asante
subjugation of Gyaman in 13819 and established a "frontier

s

“ During the

¥y

upon the river" {i.e. The Black Volta river).
central Gonja war of 1802, Nkoransa and Asante forces drove

the Gonja, who had been living south of the Black Volta,
across the river. The river, thus, became the northern
boundary of lNkoransa territory. Dupuis' account of the
Banda establishing a "frontier upon the river," therefore,
indicates a take over of parts of Nkoransa's territory up to
the southern bank of the Black Volta. The Banda achievement

-

was at the expense of Nkoransa and Gonja.’- Dupuis referred

to Fintampo as being in Banda’* and even the capital of that

state.fE Nkoransa howvever seems to have regained control
cver Kintampo towards the middle 1820's when the Banda went
into exile in Buna.® “The Banda were accused of cowardice
by Asante following a campaign agiinst Gyaman. The Banda

were fined heavily for this but they refused to pay and left

their home for exile in Bunsa.

Nkoransa zlso became involved in Asante wars in the south
in the nineteenth century. 1In 1807, Nkoransa, as well as
other northern provinces were called upon to contributes

contingents to support an Asante expedition against Assin

Atandansu and Fante. The involvement of RKkcransa in the
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vhen HNkoransa itself derived very little benefi~, if any,
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from campaigns aceinst such distant enemies, Cenerally, the
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contribution of a state teo the war effort of Asan

important criterion for determining its status in Asante

&

schems of things.

§otn

Trom all indicaetions Rhoransa played a very prominent role

in the 1807 and subseguent Asante camnpaligns a

southern neighbours. Tor example Hkoransz's force in the

Azante war with Fante was about 10,000 soldiers Hkoransa
i ot contribute for Declfi CAllip3Iigl A iC Was
did not contribut for soecliic campaigns, ther, it w

was assigned to the ¥ifa division.- In the 132¢
Zlantamansu war the NWkoransahene was & general.: This

[

suggests that the NKkoransa army had distinguished itzelf in

the 1506/07 campaign in the south.

tventz following the participation of NKkoransa forces in +to

nantamansu war revealed the changing re-acticns in Nhoranss
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E. LKkoransa-Asante Relations: Widened Scope

In the <c<ourse of the nineteenth century, ties between
Nkoransa and Asante strengthened progressively. These ties
became particularly strong during the reign of Asantehene
Zeofl Karikari (1867-1874). Within the scope of stronger
links, Nkoransa plaved very active and significant roles in

various aspects of Asante national 1life. As already

indicated its military service to Asante was -especially
notabhle. Several observers have noted the existence of

distinctions in the subject states within peripheral or

o
row

'Greater Asante'.”™™ The =tatus of each subject state and the

rivileges 1t enjoyed were delermined mainly b it
¥ Y

3]

contribution towards the success of Asante military

campaigns.

dkoransa is one state which gained a number of privileges

and tax eremptions as a result of its close relationship

¥y

vith Kumase.® The Nkoransahene, apart from heing exempted
from paving tribute, was himself made responsihkle for the

¢ollection of tributes in the Grusi wedge area of the northe
\ ron
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BTSN Nrhoransa earned other privileges through 1%2
+1

military cenius and aptitude." TFor example during the

early 1870's the Nkoransahene was ygiven one of the senior

commands in the Asante army. At the time, "all senior
commands ... were apparently assigned to office holders from
“he metropolitan region."™ Apart from distinguished

military service on the  battiefield, Hkoransa made
substantial contributions in terms of men in times of war.

In this area it ranked almost equal to the leading Amanto.

-
+

ror instance, the Adansehene could produce only 1,000 men

-

for the 1873-7

158

war but KNkoransa, Dwaben, Mampon and Bekwae

vew

supplied between 10,000 and 15,000 man each.’

lkcransa's status and role in the Asante government was,

thus, greatly enhanced by its militarv achievements, By

=

1840 at 1l1sast one observer, T.B. Trre=2man, considared

(T
L]

Nkoransa one of the largcr nrovinces of Asante. ¥ In ranking
the larger provinces, Freeoman rated Dwaben first and Kokofu

Fifth. The other threc were Nkoransa, Mampon and Bekwae.'*

H
D

, in fact, substituted Nkoransa for Nsuta normally the

~-n

fth larcest state.’

h

.

Agnes Aidoo obzerves that the assessment of Nkoransa as ones

0f the larger provinces of Asante made it "egqual in status

"

Lo the great Amanto."* It may, however, be suggeste

F

that

jaN

r

Niioranza could be regarded as equal to the Amanio only in

128



terms of its military role in Asante. This role earned it
considerable privileges but at best, it could be described
as the "leading dinner province," for, it was strictly

3

egarded as an inner province'* and never a metropolitan

0

4

Tl

tate, thouah it shared most of the gualifications of the

tter.

'_.l
n

4

likoransa exercisad considerable influence on the internal

Tr £

rofl

T

politics of Kumase. During the reign of Asantehene
ikari, the Rkoransahene Guakro Effa II, widely known as
Fa, was very influential in the Asantehene's councils

and demonstrated great ability and skill on the

battlefield." - Iin recognition of Ata Fa's distinguished
servicas, Xarikari conferred court honours on him. The
decorations included gold sandals, state umbrella and other

rticles which, when made in gold, were, under Asante custom

jal]

..

nermally bevond the ra k of Nkoransa.® According to the
Omanhene of Nkoransa one of the tunes performed by the
hornblowers of his state on important occasions recalls the
honours conferred on the Nkoransahene by Kofi Karikari. The

“uns goes:

Hwan na ode maa me?
Kofi Karikari na ode maa me.
Hwan na odes maa me?
Qhene Karikari na ocde maa me.

129



Tt ilrailsicices thus:

Who gave it 1o pe?
KNofl Karikarl gave it to e
Who gave [t to me?
King KNarikari gave it to me.

Tin August 1875 Asantechene  Mensa Bonsu convencad an

cxtraordinary session of Asanteman Nhyiamu (Asante National
Assembly).  to discuss a mnaiional emergency situation
invoiving Dwaben. Six leading states joined the Rumasec
Nsafohene to deliberate on the matter. NEoransa was ong of

the sIN Reyr states which took part in these important

celiberations., All the remaining five states -~ Mampon.

Berwae. Kokofu. Agona and Asumenva - were metropolitan
Asante states. ©  The Asanteman Shyviamu. whose mectings i

s

NEoransaliene atiended was the highest decision-making body

In Asante,

Nkoransa's influence w s not oniy felt in the i{aternal

politics ol Kumase but also in the arca of Asante diplomacy.

In 1876, for instance the XNkoransahene was on a high-

=

powered dciugatiun sent 1o Cape Coast., by the Asantehene 1o
inform Governor Levs of a decree passed In Kumase Lo abolish
huinan anfifng.?

Thus. in the course of the ninetceenth century. Nkoransao-
Asantu relations became stronger and closer, The
slrensthened ties resulted largely from NEkoransa'e
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CHAPTER THREE

HOTES

Ivor Wilks, Asante in the Nineteenth Century,

(Cambridge, 1975), p.54. Wilks refers to Asante's
subject states to its north as 'Septentrional'
provinces and those to its south as 'meridional'’
provinces. Wilks' use of the two terms is appropriate
for the description of the Asante empire during the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

T.C. Mc Caskie, "The Reality of Asante Power in ths
North'", Seminar Paper, (I.A.S., Legon, 1968) p.2: J.K.
Fvnn, "The Structure of Greater Ashanti: Another View,b"

Transactions of the Historical Societvy of GCGhana,

H.J. Hobbs, "History oi Nkoransa" The Gold Cosst

Review, Vol.3, 1927, p.119: Aiso see the same author,
ADM 11/1302, National Archives of Ghana, Accra.

Jack Goody, "Ashanti and the Horthwest" p.i2,



D

11.
12.

13.

15.

Boateng, op.cit., pp.78 and 79: Joseph Dupuis, Journal

a Residence in Asantee, (London, 1924) p.Lil:

-h

9]

Goody, "Ashanti and the Northwest," p.36.

Goody, "Ashanti and the Northwest" p.4: Mc Caskie,
"Reality of Asante Power" p.2.

Goody, "Ashanti and the Northwest", p.30.

E.A. Agyeman, "Gyaman - Its Relations with Ashanti,
1720-182Q", Unpublished M.A. Thesis, (Balme Library,
Legon, 1965) p.60.

Goody, "Ashanti and the Northwest", p.19.

Ibid., p.19.

Though the exact battieground ifor these cqnflicts is
not known, there is an indicaticn that they occurred
somewhere along the section of the southern bank of the
Biack Volta riv:r which forms a boﬁndary between
Nkoransa and Gonja. See 3oody, "Ashanti and the
Northwest," p.19.

Mc Caskie, "Reality of Asante Power, p.2.

Fynn, "Greater Ashanti', pp.14 and 15.

Several accounts in Nkoransa tradition indicate that
the Nkoransa joined forces with Asante in all its
campalgns against Banda except the one which BRowdich
says took place during Osei Kwame's reign and is denied

by Dupuis - (see Bowdich; ‘Mission From Cape Coast

Castle to Ashantee, (London, 1819) pp.237 and 2328 and

Dupuis, op.cit p.244). Other accounts state that
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18.

19.

20.
21.
22.

Asante sometimes ordered Nkocansa to attack Banda on
its behalf as happened in the conflict in which
lNkoransahene Guakro Effa I was killed (see Boateng,
op.cit, ».43, 52 and 79).

T.C. Mc Caskie, "The Asante Empire and Its Northern
Neighbours, 1700-1874", Unpublished M.A. Thesis, (Balme
Library, Legon, 196%) pp.10 and 11: Aidoo, "Political
Crisis and social change in the Asante Kingdom, 1867-
1901," Unpublished Ph.D. Dissertation, (U.C.L.A., 1975)
pp.135 and 136.

According to Atebubu tradition a "strong bond of
friendship"” has existed between the peoples of Nkoransa
and Atebubu for a long time. K. Ansah Yamoah, The

Traditions of Atebubu, Abease and XKwame Danso (Dwan),

(I.A.8., Legon, 1266) p.10.
Ibid., p.10.

ibid., p.10; This war was fought during the early

1800's. 1802 seems the possible date for the war.
Nkoransa-Atebubu relations was, probably, established
before this time hence, the possibilitv of Atebubu
going to the aid of Nkoransa when the Nkoransa-Bandszs
war broke out.

Ibid., p.10.

Ibid., p.56.

Fordjor, P.K. Prana., Yeiji Traditions, (I.A.S., Leagon,

1966) p.2.
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Dadiesczba Stool History {I.A.S,, Legon, 1963), As/1Z.

ffuman Stool History (I.A.S., Legon, 1966} AS/166.
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Zoody, "Ashanti and the Worthwest," p.27.

Dadiescaba Stool History, AS/12.

Banda in 1770, during the reign of Osei Kwadwo. See his
work "Asante Empire and Its Korthern NHeighbours,”" p.22.
ibid., p.60: Margarei Priestley and Ivor Wilks, "The

.shanti Xings in the Eighteenth Century: A Revissd

Wilks, Asante in the Wineteenth Centurv, p.255.

Eowdich, op.cit., pp.237 and 233.

1)
}—t

D.M. Warren and ¥.0. Brempong, Techiman Tradition

State, Part I: Stool and_ Town Histories, (I.A.S.,
Legon, 1971) p.23.
.

Bowdich, op.cit, pr.237 and 238.

Coody, "Ashanti and the Horthwest," p.33.
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Ecateng, Oral Traditions of Nkoransa, pAassim.

Boateng, op.cit, p.33: The title 'Guakro' aisn means
'destroyer of towns" in Akan. Thesg appellations are
all related to REifa's devastation of the Bote.

Goody, "Ashanti and the Northwest," p.33: This version,
according to Goody, is referred to as Renouard's
réeading: Emmanuel Terrey, "The Political Economy of the

Abron Kingdom of Gyaman" Research Review Vol.12, No.l,

'I.A.S. Legon, 1%80), p.16.

Thi
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This is an alternative version referred to as lYadden's
version. Ikid, p.33.

Dupuis, op.cit, p.Z249.

Boateng, op.cit, p.79: Also see J. Goody and C.Y.
Boateng, "The History and Traditions of Nkoransa," in

supplement No.1, 1965, EResearch, Review, (I.A.S.

Legon), p.178.
Mc Caskie, "Asante Empire" p.59.
Dupuis, op.cit, p.Lii: Goody, "Ashanti &and the
Northwest" p.34.
Dupuis, op.cit, p.Lii.
Goody, "Ashanti and the Northwest" p.34,
Dupuis, op.cit, p.xvc.
Ibid, p.CVvii.

Goody, "Ashanti and the Northwest" p.36.
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57.
38.
59.
60.

61.
62.
63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

Bowdich, op.cit, p.317.

Wilks, Asante in the Nineteenth Century, pp.73 and 82:

In the Asante Scheme of things, states like Nkoransa,
which distinguished themselves in suppressing revolts
in others, were rewarded at the expense of the
offending state. They also had their status enhanced:
See Kwame Arhin, "The Financing of the Ashanti
Expansion (1700-1820)," Draft paper, p.15.
Ibid., p.82.
Goody and Boateng, "Historv and Traditions" p.177.
Ibid., ».177.
Wilfred Owen, Field Notes, Asante Collective ‘Biography
Project Prepared in October 1975. (Notes taken in March
1971).
Goodv and Boateng, "History and Traditions" ».177.
Bowdich, op.cit., p.317.
Mc Caskie, "Asante Empire" p.IV.

Kwame Arhin, "The -Structure of Greater Ashanti,"

Journal of African History VIII, 1 (1967) pp.76-78:

Aidoo, Agnes A., "Political Crisis and Social Change in
the Asante Kingdom, 1867-1901", Unpublished Ph.D
Dissertation, U.C.L.A., 1975, pp.122 and 123.

Aidoo, "Political Crisis" p.123: Wilks, op.cit., p.74.
Mc Caskie, "Asante Empire”.pp.lo and 1i: Bowdich,
op.cit., p.321: Dupuis, op.cit., p.xxxii.

Aidoo, "Political Crisis" p.123.
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68.

69.

71.
72.

73.

74.

Wilks, Asante in the Nineteenth Century, p.73.

Aidoo, "Political Crisis". pp.314 and 315.
Ibid., p.123.
Wilks, op.cit, p.113.

Ibid., ©.95. Though Nkoransa was a province, the
distinction between her status and that of the
metropolitan Asante states was blurred, during the
nineteenth century, by the state's active involvement
in the internal and external affairs of Asante.
Nkoransa's incorporation into Central Asante seemed so
advanced in the 1840's that she appeared as one of the
leading Asante states (Amanto) to Freeman.

Aidoo, "Political Crisis," p.123.

In the classification of the states of the Asante
empire, Aman or Am.nto refers to the core of the Asante
Kingdom. The five leading aman; Dwaben, Mampon, Nsuta,
Kokofu and Bekwae together with Kumase and the lesser
central Asante districts formed metropolitan Asante.
The status of various subject states of Asante depended
on the political and administrative distance they
maintained with Kumase. States which constantly felt
the impact of the Kumase administration and were
obliged to contribute military contingents to support
Asante war efforts were reéognized as ‘'provinces'.

Others which only paid tribute and maintained tenuous

contacts with Kumase were 'protectorates' or
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IIACRARIIER, ASBANTE AIID THE BRITISH: 10874-1200

A. The Northern States and Vanguished
Asante After 1874

In 1874 the British invaded and defeated Asante. The event
ultimately had a revolutionary effect on Nkoransa's
reiations with Kumase. Of all the hinterland states and
peoples, only the Nkoransa did not rebel immediately against
defeated Asante. It remained loyal up to the early 1880's

when it tocok steps towards secession from Asante.

Several states and peo;les in the north who rebelled against
Asante after 1its defeat in 187¢ were given considerable
support by the govornment of the Gold Coast. British
involvement in the subsequent developments of this aresa

ignificantly altered the content of Nkoransa-Asante

93}

relations as well &as Hkoransa's dealings with its other
neighbours., rrom 1874 the emphasis on Ykoransa-Asante
relations shifted from political expediency to mutual
econonic well being. This <change of emphasis became

necessary as a result of certain unfavourable developments,

1=
3=
(]



particularly, in the north-eas%, which seriously affected
the Asante northern trade and, thus, had severe consequences

on her economy.

gne of the developments which had an adverse effect on
Asante northern trade was the blockade, by Atebubu and its
Brong allies, of the north-eastern trade route to Salaga,
the main outlet of Asante commodities, particularly kola
nuts, exported to external markets in Hausaland. The
closure was assisted or supported by others such as the
rebel chief of Dwaben, Asafo Agyel. TFor instance, the Brong
ané¢ Asafo Agyei's messengers maltreated Asante .messengers

hal
19

accompanying the French merchant, Bonnat, who was on a

mission to Salaga in late 1875.1

Anticipating a possible Asante military response to their
action, the Brong becan to seek protection from the Gold
Coast colonial authorities by sending gifts of ivory and
gold dust to them at the coast.! As a matter of urgent
defence, they, under the leadership of the fetish priest of
the Dente deity at Krakye, formed a defensive anti-Asante
confederation.: Nkoransa Jjoined this coalition in the
1880's when she also revolted against Asante, though she dig
not become very active in the confederation until the early

1890's.

|-
W
=



ithese revolis were reportedly at the instigation of the

tebubu,

34

rebeliious Diwabenhene who through his allies at
contrciied€ the north-eastern route.- it seemns, however,
that the pecple of Szlagz on their own gave concrete

ct Asante control
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cr in Yendi, where Asante control was less
rigid, the Asante residenits thers ware not molested.E AS 2
resuii of z1i these develcopments in the nerth-east all trade
Detween that zres and the south-eastern ccast, between Accra
and Lome was diverted viz the Volta and this meant great

loss to Asante in ter s of trade revenue.

2z Asante had alweys sought to prevent such contacts in
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in the course of 1875 it became increasingly clear that the
trade blockade against Asante in the north-ezst znd extrers

north-west had been quite effective. Thoransa therefors



remained the only state in the Asante hinterland which
could provide an outlet for Asante commodities, particularly
kola nuts, which were exported to external markets in the

north.

The successful maintenance of the economic blockade mountéd
by states in the north-east and north-west was, largely,
made possible through diplematic exchanges between them and
the British at the coast. These transactions were conducted
through various missions sent into those areas by the
British from 1576.% In those diplomatic exchanges, the
colonial government was not interested iﬁ political rule.

Rather:

its concern was to encourage increasing

trade between them and the coast, to open

new routes which woulcé skirt Ashanti and thus
break the monopoly of Ashanti entrepreneurs of
the North--outh trade which had betfore 1874,
been supported by Ashant} military and political
domination of the area.®

The support given by the British to the states to the north
of Asante resultéd in a significant weakening of Asante's
political authority and influence in the area.
Consequently, two important centres of power developed in
the area. In the north-east was the loose federation of
Brong states with its political and spiritual capital at

Krakye. A similar role was played in the north-west by the

143
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Zintampe passed into the hands of the Banda when theU
cverran parts of south-east Gonjz and Ihovansa ®ome LIME
a2fter 1819, But, when ¥koransa recovered the town from the
Tznda a few vears later they, probably, pushed the nascent
market to Nunss in about the mid-1830's.Y Tt is from Kunso
that the merket was pushed hack to Xintampo in 1873

intampo's position as  a long-standing rest-stop for

=

merchants who traded south was one of several factors which

influenced its choice. 7.C. Mc Caskie also gives a number

2f factors which dstermined the cholce of Xintampo as the

prlace to astablish the kola market. According to him
imitation of cholces after 1874; abssnce of profound

-+

disturbance at Xintampo cover a long period, and reascnable

eazse in the defencs of the town 211 influenced its choice a

(Il
n

z guitable centre for a market.-’
Vithin a relztively chozt perisd Fintampe ros: ©o becoms 2
hustling commercial centre. Kwame Arhin chserves thus:
Zince kola was the trads staple of
markets of the Asharntl hinterliand and
the centre cf othesr euchanges and
FKintampo was itgel!l situated in the kols
producing district of NXeransa,
z2s well #g having the sconomic and
political patronage oI the rzst of Asghanti,
cshe outstripped Salaga in commercial
inportance by 1884 .5

-
1=
(o]



" e - TP o o 2 . L) " - - -~ < +- [
wnen Brandon Tirby, an official of the government of the
. -t L R B
feld Toast visited the town in that year, he reported that
it was
The principal market in this
rart of Aafrica.®
e -~ 1
Yo z2leo ohserved

traders from Timbuctoo, the
country behind Sierra Leone
Gaman, 3alagha and the interior
constitute a population varying
from 30,000 to 40,000.%

By Rirbv's estimates the resident Asante population in the
tovn was 3,000 to 4,000. He further observed that ths

market was important for ivory and for

Manchester gonods, zilk thread,
cutlery, and brass ware, guns
and gunpowder, salt gnd a small
guantity of spirits.-

The control of Hintampo was

(D

ssential to sustain Asar

-f

B
-

[38]

commercial interests against the threat presented by th

D

Hh

repel north-eastern Brong coalition as well as the loss o
he market at Salaga in 1875. Economic exnpediency thus
became a recipe for strengthened relcations between Ulo—-anca

and Asante after 1874, In the management of the intamoo

narket, therefore, the ¥koransshene and the Asantcohene co



svamasehene in ocoupving Takviman -town. In the ensuing

- . . " oL 1 =
struogle the Takyiman were overwhelmed and their chief
~— : . : —_ £

wwabena Foile, fled to CGyaman. Witk the asggistance O:
rgveman, the chief of Gvaman, ¥wabena Fofies, attempted to

3y

regain his country hut without success.t

!
ke
9]
L

“rn the extreme north-west another struggle erupted which
threw the area into confusion. Nkoransa felt the
reverherations of the strugole which involved the states of
2zdu, Seikwa, Banda, HUsoko and Gvaman. The conflict which
was initially, between Badu and Seikwa eventually came Lo
involve the other states in the area as Banda and Fsoko

rallied to the support of Badu while Gyaman threw its weight

¥

i

les cause

J]

behind Seikwa. The strug

e

a great dezl of
displacement of peoples in the area with refugees from

-

Nsoko, Badu and Eanda, under pressure from Gyaman, retiring

an
1

to Longero undsr the prztection of the Nkoransahene.t TC
restore order in the area, the Asantcehene decided "to send
a peace-keeping force 0f 3,700 soldiers into the north-west
in the dry sezson of 1880-81 . " During the same season in
1881-32, ~XKkoransa allowed Kumase to use Xintampo as =a
military base. The camp was, however, =stablished with no
other intention then "to make a token show of force,':

probably to intimidate the agdressive Gyamanhene, Agyvenmarn

in order to prevent him from making further attachs an

an

(Y

- L]
Lanaa,
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in the early 1880's Hkorarca's | dealing with el non-

tsante neighhours became overshadowed hy new developmenis 1n
ner relatlons with Asante. The gensrally excellent

relations which had long existed between Nhoransa and Agante

had hegan to detericrate after the mid - 1870's.  This
development stemmed from the high-handed rule of MMensa Bonsu

-

ffected likoransa. The harsh rule of lensah
Zonsu, Goerived from severs economic difficulties unleashed
=~n the Fumass government as a result of the 1873-74

convulsions.

The 18772-73 Asante campaign in the south and the counter
BEritish attack in 1874 had exhausted the king's coffers.
impoverished by & serious short-fall in imperial rescurces
and - frustrated hyv imperial crisis, the lMensa Bonsu regime
resorted to force, extortion and pelitical violence.'--
Court fines and tolle on goods in transit were increased
abnormally.s: The first contrikuted to the outbreak of
revolts in the southnrn districts of metropolitan Asante
while the second aroused disaffection in Hkoransa towards
From the late 1870's HNKkoransa began to quietly
drift towards the eastern Brong confederation. Under
diplomatic pressures exerted by secessionist leaders
Atebubu and Frakye, HNkoransa assumed a semi-autonomcis

-

posture vis-a-vis the Kumase government.

[EEY
wn
>
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In re-action to Mensa Bonsu's harsh. policies, periicularly
*he extortionate tariffs placed on her goods passing ThIoouda

hsant:s, Ikoransa closed ths grest road linring ¥Yumase wWith

nilometres {rom Ikoranza, some time in the 1881-1882
reriod.’” Zome FNkoransa traditional accounts attribute the

closure of the road to a particular incident invelving some
te traders who sheowed disrespect to the wife of the
Hkoransahenes at Wintampo.® According to the accounts the
closure was dJeclared o bhe very temporary, pending the
vosolutlion of the issue,” This is a modification oI an

-~

Ataehbubu,- Kwahu and

jory

diversicon oi trads in Nkoransa throug

rrwapim. The report, according tc Francilis Agbhodseka,
indicates that UWkoransa helpasd-probably the British - to

influenced itkoransa's action. tirstly, the closure was
possibly in protest against the several demands made on thsa
=, Mensa Bonsu ingisted on

ain men in ¥koransa who vyere wantad

for trial 1in ¥umase in connection with certain a2llegad
- 12 -
oif=znces.- Mencga Bonsu's persgiztent demands seem to have

¢encratzed andg intensifiesd secemcsionist agitation in

HRoransa. The gituatien algo appears to have dravn NWkoransa

.

to Gvama:in which in the early 188C's had becons a

clo

i}

2T



'zolitical macnet' for disaffected statas as woll =23 the

»

- ~ £ 1. : ER. R . - Ly s R
cer.tre for the indepsndence .movemsznt in the northi-i2st.

Wher, therefore, the Asantehene continued in his extradiiion

dzmands on NRoransa, the Nlkoransahene threatenad to transier

fter the

m

his alleglancs to Gvamsn.® This threat came

()]

There is nc evidence,

! —
v’
38

Jvaman victory over 3andz in

~owever, that Hkoransa and Gyaman did take any concrete

"
D

stens we forge close links between +them. Nkoransa kept

latter showsad
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no inclination to come to the aid of NWkeransa.®

s not to

O

03

In spites of the threzat of seceszion, Nkoransa w

Keen on sevsaring reletions with Asanta. The HNkoransahen

LD_

had indiceted that once hi grievances were -favourably
addreseed he would restore his allegiance to Humase.® Ee,

in fact, did so when, during the short reign of Kwaku Du

o

I7, his grievances were redressed in 1884 .7 The restoration
of normal tiles between Nkoransa and Agante was achisved,
partlily, +throucgh the intervention of Brandeoen Kirby, the
zolonial official whe visite } Kumase and the interior
provinces of Asznte from January to April 188<, During

Tirbyv's visit to HWkoransa he held several mestings with “he

Tkoransahene and his sub-chiefs on the issue of the closurs

of the road. In the discussions, he impressed on *the
hvoransa the desirability and profitability of allowing
wraders to pass through their territory again. Rirby

152
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The Tyvrannhy ol Asantehens llensz 2onsu I
rkonuofo (traders) leave for the coazt or migrats o
“intampo in Wkoransa.™ By 1854 3,000 to 4,000 Asante

4+ -

traders had taken up residence in Kintampo. As a result
of the pressence of these traders, Nkoransa's rubber and gold
enterprises flourished.* By 1892, traders froﬁ the coast
had Dbecome aware of the rubber-producing potential of

.-

Ikoransa and were well involved in its rubber tradett

ih

Though the movement for secession was considerably strong in
Fhoransa during the =arly 1880's,the Nkoransahene, Ata Fa,
did not show absolute commitment to the complete severance

of relations with Kumase. Ez, therefore, did not take

advantag of the succession crisgis and its attendant

diviszions in metropelitan Asante following the deposition of

¥ensa 3SBonsu in 1383 fo assert Xkoransa's indespandence.

,he becams acti zlv involved in ths dispute, strongly

[S.]

supporting his long-standing faveurite, the depozed Iofil
Rerikari, who Jjoined the contest for the ¢olden stool.
Other crominent central Asante states which tooll the same

vositicn as Nkoransa were Mampon, Nsuta, Kokofu and Agona.

a, apparently prefsrred enlarged
1

sutonomy for Ikoransa tc tota



The Kofil Karikari constituency was, however, sutmanouvred,

firet, through the intrigues of a coleonial government

-

official, Captain Barrow, and finally by means of a ml

A v

s
..L_'.

[

action of the rival Fwaku Dua faction led by the

rhivempemhene of Kumase which led to the killing of several

of Karikari's supporters including a leading adherent, the
Yamponheng Fwame Adwetewa. - In spite of the failure of

Nkoransa's favourite candidate to win the contest for the
golden stool, the Nkoran ahene enpressed his preparedness to
remain loyal to Xumase. His continued allegiance to Kumasi
apparently stemmed from his desire to zes Fintampo continue
to play the middleman role in the Asante-Forthern kola tradse

from which he rerceived substantial revenue.

; 1825 and was succesded by XKofi Baffo, widelv

e
e |
il
™
[
1D
[ah
=
N

Ynown a= kKeofi Abamo. rofi Abamo who ruled for conly for

m
('[\

days alsc favoured con‘inued attachmbnt to Kuma

-

By the mid-182C's the movement for secession which had

nad won substantial cuppert. The next Nkhoransahene, Twasi

~

Opoku Watalkvie, (XKwasl Poku) (1880 to ¢.1888) was, however,

-

not a3 therough-bred secegsionist. In the Agsante political

crigic which began in 1834 and culminated in the election of

aman
[y

Twaku Dua III {(Prempe I) as Asantehene in 1288, Xwasi Pollu

refuced to declare his support for any ¢f the contestants Lo

| —h
%
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To prove his Jealty, he pledged himsaelf fo racovar autalIlong
cver the e@astern Brong terriitorics, Bisl o yers o3t U0
Azznte in 1874, for ths L=santahane LoTris pleased Frempeld
who presentsd Ewasi Poku with a golden sword and other
Jzoorations

“he reiusal of NXcransa to give its total allegiance Lo
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Prempeh posad a "particularly cgrave threat"® to Asante’'s
policy o reconstruction in the early 1860's In January
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the ceonsolidation ambitions of the Asante. The BEritish had
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in late 1888 Nkoransa was attacked by Mampon. The reason
was that in September of that year, Mampon had rebelled
against Prempeh and the Mamponhene, Owusu-Sekyere, asked the

likoransa to assist him against the Asante. Nkeransa and

-

{ampon had taken the same position during the Kofi Karikari-
kwaku Dua struggle in 1883, Wkoransa had also not

definitely supported Prempen during the succession crisis of

1884-1838. Owusu Sekyere therefore, hoped to win the
support oi Nkoransa. Much to Sekvere's chagrin, the
Nkoransahene refused to rally to his support. Instead,

Kwasi Poku, demonstrated his willingness fo assist Prempeh
with troops to fight the rebel Mamponhene. This willingness
to support the Asantehene did not piease the advocates of
secession among his subjects who seem to have assumed a

dominant position in Nkoransa at this time. Consequently,

,

Cea

Kwasi Poku committed suicide to av>id destoolment.

Meanwhile, beiore the death of the Nkoransahene the Mampon
rebelilion had been crushed by an Asante force under the

of Edweso, Afrane. Mamponhene Owusu Sekyere fled wit
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some of his followers to Atebubu. From his base
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Atebubu, Sekvere prevared to attack Nkoransa fior refusing i«

help him in his rebellion against Kumase., It was durin

1Q

this period of tension between NKoransa and Mampon that
lNkoransahene Kwasi Poku died. He had become so distressed

by the opposition to his regime that he even planned to
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exterminate the entire royal house including himself and the
Queen-mother. When his plan failed - the Queen-mother had

got wind of it - he blew himself up with gun—powder.70

On the death of Kwasi Poku, the Mamponhene, assuming he
could exploit the internal troubles in HNkoransa, massed
troops and marched through Ejura to invade likoransa. The
Nkoransa turned to Kumase for help but none came. In spite
of the failure of Kumase to come to their aid, the Hkoransa
swiftly mustered theéir forces to face Mampon. In the
ensuing conirontatlion, the Mampon forces were routed on the

T4
iz river and Sekyere retreated to Atebubu.'t The claim by

1y

certain Hkoransa accounts that the Mamponhene was
decapitated may be doubted since it was, probably, the same
Sekyere who was a refucre in Atebubu when the Nkoransa went

into exile in the area in 1893.“

B. The Nkoransa-Asante War (1892-93) and After

lkoransahene FKwasi Opoku Katakyie (Kwasi Poku), was
succeeded by Effa Kofi (or Kofi Fa) who in private life was
known as Kofi Du. The new chief was brought into office on
account of his anti-Asante stance. During his reign, the
issues involved in the political conflict in WNkoransa
crystallized. This became evident-when he was called upon

by Prempeh, to swear the allegiance which Rwasi Poku had

refused in 1888. kxofi FTa too refused, partly bzcause he
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aid of HRkoransa. ¥ofi Fa began to look for alliesg 1b
znticipation of an Asante attack. Nloransa was divided

[h¢]

he pro-ifsante elements in Nioransa argued on historical and

traditicnal grounds for a re-affirmation of political ties

with Kumasi. The csecessionists who favoured joining the
rzbel Brong Alliance, on the other hand, emphasizsed the need

—-being and internal stability and security

which, they arguad, would only be guaranteed when Nkoransa

attained complete 1independence {from Aszsante. A maior

znicourace the growih of a market at Wenchi. The Wenchi
merxet, they felt, would onivy be aht the =upense of

Nkoransa's own at Hi

econony of ikoransa. ' The policy 2o

evelen the Wenchi
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market and t e of Fumase to give military suppert te
tkorensa during the 1888-29% Mampon attack ensured the

on of a secegccsionist candidate, Fofi Fa.
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After Yofi Tz had refused to commit his allegiance bto
Frempeh by not going te Kumase to drinkk fetizh, as the

had demanded, he went ahead Lo take otlisr defiznt
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£ 30 voung men and 30 voung women tc¢ serve the Asantehene.’
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The HKkoransa rebellion presented a serious threat to
Asante's economic interests in Kintampo and Wenchi and also
to Kumase's relations with other northern states. The
Nkoransahene went further to conclude a définite alliance

with the leaders of the Brong coalition in 1892.1

By the middle of 1892, the British policy of isolating
Asante economically, in the interior, seems to have been
gquite effective. After inadvertently losing the bulk of the
trans—-volta trade through Krakye, to the Germans, the
British were forced to expand their own interest in the
north-west. They had already concluded ﬁreaties of
protection with Gyaman and Atebubu. In 1892, Governor
Griffith brcought Kin*ampo to %the notice cf the colonial
office.’t Further, in tﬁe early 1390's Nkoransa had the only
viable rubber plantation besides some cold and ivory. The
full control of Nkoransa was therefore, a pre-condition for

1 The move by the

the economic reconstruction of Asante.
Brong allies and the British to control Kintampo market and
block all the northern roads as well as channel the fiow of
trade from the north-west to the western parts of the colony

via routes beyond the control of the Asante government

precipitated the invasion of Nkoransa by Kumase in Augusti
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1892. For, the loss of NWkoransa to the British would mean
the complete encirclement of Asante bv British territories

as vell as the economic strangulation of Kumase.

On realising that war with Asante was inevitable,
Kkoransahene Kofi Fa began to distribute gifts to secure
alliances. He first turned to his friendly eastern
neighbours. To the spiritual leader of the Brong
Confederation, the fetish priest of Krakye, he sent twelve
slaves and a quantity of gold. In response, the priest sent
charms and medicated gun-powder to Kofi Fa. The help the
Hkoransahene received from the Atebubu, his main eastern
allies was far below his expectaﬁion. The Atebubuhene,
Kwabena Asante was reluctant to assist HNkoransa because,
under the terms of the treaty of Protection signed between
the British and Atebubu in 1890, he could not go. to war
with another state without first apprising and seeking the
approval of the colonial government. Under pressure from
the fetish priest of Krakye, and two of his »wn principal
councillors, however, Kwabena Asante agreed to send some men
to help Kofi Fa. He sent only thirty men who, he told the
colonial government, were to watch the frontiers of

Atebubu.78
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The Nkoransahene also expected the support of the colonial

government. He therefore sent to beg the Governor in Accra

to:

take him under the protection of the
Queen, and as an earnest of his declaration

he sent (Koto aban mu) four tusks of ivory and
12 paraguinﬁ of gold (value £86) to the
government.

The governor, however, did not grant the reaquest for

the British had not adopted a 'forward

protection, for
&0

policy' towards the extension of its rule to the interior.

In her search for allies Hkoransa got the full and active

support of Mo, Abease and Prang,51

In the initial engagement HNkoransa and its allies were

outmanouvred when Asante and its allies, Banda and Wenchi,

cut off the Mo at the rear of Nkoransa. The Nkoransa forces

under FKwame Twea, assisted by Abease and Prang accepted

battle in that situation. The forces of Hkoransa and Asante

clashed in the marshes of Kumfa where the Kumase army

suffered severely from the fire of the

Hkoransa in the swamps and marshes in the
neighbourhood. Three hundred of them were
taken prisoners and slain by the Nkoranzas

and they retired to Kumase while the Rkoranzas ,
returned to their country burned by the Kumasis.®

The NKkoransa refer to the area where the Asante were

defeated in the first phase of the 1892-93 war as Aavemfena,
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iterally, "seize Swords"™), indicating their victory over

rumase.

after this phase of the war, Pkoransa turned its attention
on Banda. With the help of Mo and Atebubu the Nkoransa
attacked and defeated Banda. This vwar was one of reprisal

against the Banda for helping the Asante against Wkoransa.®

in the course cf these developments the Mamponhene, Sekyere,
came into the picture. He attempted a mediation move,
ostensibly, to bring peace between Hkoransa and Asante but
the move turned out to be phoney. Tired of his stay in
Atebubu as a refugee, BSekyere was anxious to secure the
pardon of Prempeh to enable him to return to Mampon. To
this end, he wanted to exploit the strained relations
between Nkoransa and Xumase. He, therefore, covertly
represented to Prempeh that he would secure the subjugation
of the revolting Kkoransa and work cut the re-annexation of
eastern Brong to Asante from his base at Atebubu.? As a
result of the recent war with Nkoransa, Sekyere could not
dezl directly with the Hkoransahene. Knowing the immense
inflyence the Dente Oracle exercised over Hkoransa affairs,
however, Sekyere tried to use the Dente priest to achieve

his objectives. He sent his messengers to sell his peace

initiative to the priest.
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uspicious of Sckyere’'s intention. rojectod the slgfesiid

of mediation by  Seckyere, He toia  the VMamponhone s

Your King has fTought with t
King of Aashanti. he also fo
with the king of XNkoransa:
what sympathy has he with either
Nkoransa or Kumasi or what intgrcst
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The fetish priest scized the messengers and their [ollowers,
about ninctecen men, and twelve kegs of gun-powder and that

ended the Mamponhene'’s sham peace Initiative.

in 1893, Nkoransa [accd another attack from Kumnsc. This
Limc, Prempeh put a much larger force in the [licld. His
troops were commanded by Bantamahene Amankwatia Kwame., The
Kumase army was mobilized from all over Asante including,
Kumase, Mampon, DBekwac, Nsuta, kumazZwu, Dwaben, Ofinso,
Fdweso, Agogo, Kwaman, RKuntanasc, Mamponten and all
3

metropolitan districts. Nkoransa suffered two defeats in

two decisive battles. The first occurred near Kinltampo in
August 1893. The Nkoransa [led towards Abcqsc, but the
Asante pursucd them and overtook them at a place called
Adumasa®! (Sce Map 4) where a [ierce battle was lought and
Lhe Nhoransa were decisively defeated. Though Nhoraunsa lost
58

only five men,”™ its capital, Nkoransa, was ransacked and
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2,000 to 3,000 women and children were taken captive to
Kumase.a9 The Nkbransa stool and other regalia were also
taken as trophies by the invaders.’ Earlier, the
Nkcransahene, while he was under severe pressure had
requested for help from his eastern allies but only the
Abeasehene, Kwabena Kru, responded to HNkoransa's call.
Atebubu sent a belated help of 30 men. Nkoransa had already
been defeated before the Atebubu help led by Kwame Akojina

reached the battlefield.’

The Nkoransahene XKofil Fa first took refuge at Atebubu where
he stayed for a few days and 1left for Wiase. The
Nkoransahene's early departure from Atebubu stemmed from the
fact that he doubted the sincerity of the friendship of the
Atebubuhene, Kwabena Asante, who had hesitated in going to
the aid of Nkoransa as ordered by the Dente priest. Xwabena
Asante was also alleg~-d to have "held communications through
the king of Mampon with that of zshanti".? 1t is not known
what the communications were about. But Kofi Fa may have

thought that they possibly contributed to Kwabena Asante's

delay in sendinag troops toc help NRoransa.

likoransa's defeat was largely due to its opponent's superior
army and military organization. Asante put a much larger
army in the field. Between 10,000 and 17000 men excluding

camp followers were sent to the war by Prempeh-93 The
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marximum figure of 17.000 men was neariy three times the
apumber of men Nkoransa contributed towards the 1873-74

Anglo-Asante war.94

Betwean 300 and 700 of the Asante
soldiers were equipped with the more moderh snider rifle of
which Nkoransa had none. Another important factor that
contributed to the defeat of Nkoramsa in the 1893 war was
that she received less support in that war than she did iﬁ
the 1892 conflict. In the 1892 war Nkoransa received
military support from Yeji, Prang and Abease, all eastern

3 The Mo also actively supported Nkoransa.97

neighbours.
But in the 1893 attack on Nkoransa only Abease and Mo
provided active support but even this was woefully
inadequate. In these circumstances the military strength of

Nkoransa was too small to withstand the mighty Asante army.

Kofi Fa's consequent relations with Atebubu became strained
because of the Atebubihene's disappointing behaviour. This
was reflected in the Nkoransahene's decision to seek asylum
at Wiase rather than Atebubu which was protected from Asante

attack by a treaty with the British.

When the Nkoransa were fleeing to Atebubu, the Asante army
pursued them. The pursuing Asante army encamped near Abease
to await further orders from the Asantehene as to whether to
push ahead or retire. The presence of the 8,000 stronag

Asante force in the region posed a serious threat to the
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security of Atebubu and the other Brong States.
consequently, the British despatched an expeditionarY force
of 300 well trained Hausa soldiers equipped with a maximn
gun, under Sir Francis Scott after the Atebubuhene had sent
to inform the Governor about the state of affairs in the

b Earlier, the colonial Governor had sent G.E.

area.’
Ferguson to the borders of Nkoransa and Atebubu to spy on
the movements of the Asante army. When the colonial forces
reached Atebubu the Asante army had decamped,39 probably out

of the fear of an encounter with the British troops,

equipped with the more sophisticated maxim gun.

By 1894, the colonial government had began to move towards
the adoption of a forward policy with respect to the
extension of its political authority into the interior of
Ghana. From January of that year, Ferguson was authorized
by the colonial governrent to conclude treaties with all the
states to the north of Asante outside the "Neutral Zone".!®
On January 25 189%4 therefore, the British signed a Treaty of
Friendship and Freedom of Trade with the Hkoransahene. 0
The signing of this treaty gave Nkoransa considerable relief
from the fear of a possible immediate attack by Asante. 1In
January 1896 the treaty was converted to one of Friendship

and Protection and this marked the end of HNkoransa's

subservience to Asante.
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zgalnst HKoransa in particulzr and the north as & whole.

Tumcurs of a projected attack on Hkoransa by Samori's
gensrated consliderable apprehension among its people
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wkoransahene, Kofi Fa was invited to Kumase by the Bri
He was asked by Captain Steward to accept & regency OVer
Fumase. Rofl Fa had worked with the British since 1894 and
had apparently proved hig loyalty to tke colonical
government, the British thersiore may have calculated that

to make the HKoransahene regent over Rumase would be an

on the grounds that he had no right whatsoever, under
traditional custom, to ascend the stcol of the Asantehene
who was his father.*- Perhaps, the Nkoransahene's strongest
reason for refusing to accept the regency was his possible

inahility to secure the allegiance of the Asante, & pre-

condition for succescofully exercising his authority as a

regent. RKofi ¥z may also have spzaculatsd the resilisnce of
the Asante in re-organising their forcss. He, thersfore,

-

feared that if the Asante were able to marshsl their forces

for a counter-offensive he wouid be trapped in ¥Xumase. TFor

el
e
¥

h the retreat of the British forces to the coast he would

L]

have no strong military backing.

Prior to the 1596 British military action against Kumase
IKhoransa had faced the threat of a possible alliance of sone
of her northern and western neighbours, under Asante

leadership. Prempeh was able to negotiate with Banda and
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Bole, which had signed a Treatyv of Friendship and Freedom of

1aa

Trade in June 1892, to join this alliance. To woo Banda,

g traditional enemy of Nkoransa, into the alliance, Prempeh

'

L'

.

had promised her a large portion of Nkoransa territory.

ie also had supplied her with war materials and money in

4

compensation for her losses in the 1882-93 military

-
™

operations against rebel Nkoransa.: Salaga alsc showed
interest in the 'grand' anti-NXoransa alliance. Salaga had
been jealous of the increasing importancé of the Kintampo
market at its (Salaga's) expense.l11 The ruler of Salaga,
the Xabachi Wula, was therefore, anxidus to recapture for:
Salaga its former position as the leading commercial centre

in the Asante hinterland through the rebuilding of trade

relations with Asante.

The serious danger the anti-Nkoransa alliance posed to the

economy of NWkecransa and the north-south trade in general is

l—J-

refliected in a correspondence by the Colonial Secretary in

1894 part oi which states:

.. any step which brings the Salaga nearer

o the Ashantis is much to be deprecated...

have already represented to the Secretary of
State the extreme desirability, 1indeed necessity,
of preventing an alliance between the Salagas and
Ashantis... Were such an alliance effected,
Kintampo would cease to exist as a market town,
and the greater part of the trade which now fipds
its way into the Gold Coast would be diverted.--
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Thus curing the three years or so following the Kkoransa-
rsante war of 1892-93, Nkoransa faced the threat of a
possible encirclement by hostile states as a result of a2 new
diplomatic initiative adopted by oprempeh to reconstruct the
hsante emplire. The threat, had it materialised, could have
destroyvyed Nkoransa as a state. The British arrest of

Prempeh, however completely removed this danger.

C. UNkoransa and the 1900 Uprising:
The End of an Epoch

The reicn of Nkoransahene Kofi Fa was to be the high water-
mark 1n Kkoransa's secession from Asante. The position of

the secessionists was considerably strencgthened through the

he

ct

nilitary support of the colonial &zuthorities aiter

[ #¥]

, G.

e

likoransa-fLsante conflict in 1893. in late 189
Ferguson, =and Captain Scott, head of the Gold Coast
Constabularvy, had accompanied the Nkoransa people, who had
taken refuge at Wiase, back home. A telegraph link was then
established betwzen Kkoransa and the coast through Atebubu.
The British stationed & garrison at NKkoransa and in 1894
cerriers from the tovn were asked to go to Ewahu for

military supplies. In July 1896 a small garrison of 25 was

(¥}

*

also stetioned at Xintampo.- In the same year, the British

- . - - . 11
distributed weapons to & number of men 1n Kkoransa.-" By

all these measures the Hkoransa became considerabliy
strengthened militarily. The British capped their support
for Nkorznsa with the protection they granted her in 1896.

172



The colonial government's militarv support for HNKkoransa
seems to have had a dual purpose. In the first place, the
colonial government which had been considering the
possibility of annexing Asante, particularly from 1895 when
the British government endorsed a ‘'forward policy' of
expansion into the interior of Ghana, hoped to ‘1se Nkoransa
to provide rear support in the event of a military offensive
against Kumase. Secondly, the British intended to
strengthen NKoransa against a possible attack on her by
Samori Toure whom Prempeh had been courting into a military
alliance in order to recover his lost provinces, a venture

which the British were determined to frustrate at any cost.

Despite the general feeling of disenchantment .with Asante
rule in Nkoransa, Asantehene Prempeh, had gained a sizeable
number of adherents among members of +the Nkoransa
government. HNotable among these adherents was Krontihene
Kofi Twumasi. Other strong supporters of Prempeh were Kwaku
Fokuo, Akyeamehene of Nkoransa, Kwadwo Tufuo, Hiifahene, Nana
Ankama, Benkumhene and Nana Yaw Gyane, Adontenhene. Scon
after the Nkoransa-Asante war in 1893 Prempeh attempted to
make Kwaku Fokuo the ruler of Nkoransa in place of the

substantive ruler Xofi Fa.115

By 1897, two opposing factions, each with a definite

orientation, had emerged on the Nkoransa political scene.
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These factions dominated and dictzted the trernd of pol
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activitles at home and determined Nkoreamsa's policy towar
its neighbecurs. One faction was committed to the terms of
the trealy oif protecticn with the Eritish and therefore may
be described as pro-British. It was led by Nkoransahemaa
Afua Boehen (known privaiely as Afus Dapaz). The other

faction which f=21{ nostzlgic zbout attachment to Asante and

favoured & centlnued commitment of allegiance to humase was

ledé Dby FKrontihene Foifil Twumasi. The split in Nkoransa
stermmed Irom Lhe dilemmz of the state as to which of two

powers, the British or ths Asante, could provide it with

greater sscurity and at ths same time allow its rulers and
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20fa warriors eariy in 18¢7,* scme of the elders were
skeptical zbout the ability of the British to rescundly

Gefeat Asante in any military confrontation, particularly,

Possibility of an Asante atiack on them sconer or later.

This was particularly so when Xumise became aware of t
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zrming of Nkoransa by tne Eritish, an action which the
ssante might interpret as constituting a threat to the:ir

Sesides the gquestion of security it probably dawned on the
eiders of KKoransa that cgaining protection from the British
colonial cgovernment would entail the loss of considsrarple
poclitical authority and certain basic freedoms. For

instence the subjection of certgin political decisions to

nd restrictions on certain

a

[ .
i

traditional relicgious obzervances were regarded as attemnis
by the colonial authorities to destrovy the foundations of
Nkoransa's pelitical and socizl institutions. In re-aciion
to the comparatively harsh rule of the colonial -authorities
which was unknown under Asante suzeraintyvy, certzin slements
in Nkoransa became hostile to the garrison stationed at

k“koransa arnd Rasel mitsionaries who came to Open & missicn

7

[ee

station tThere in 1895, The missionaries were generally
disliked because, thcy were seen as agents of the colonizal
government. To make 1ife in Nkoransa unpleasant for the men
of the garrison, the local people harassed them in a number
of wavs. One of the ways was for people to clandestinely

r
L
A

put sand in food prepared for the soldiers.! Whenever a
complaint was made to the local authorities some of the
elders attributed the action to Adinkrz, one of the local

deities.!! A repeated occurrence of this jncident was one
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of the reasons for the eventual dismantling of the carrison
at Nkoranmsa.!! The unfriendly attitude towards the British
agents in Nkoransa was certainly incited by the pro-Asante

elements within the government.

Though factional differences in Nkoransa did not degenerate
into an armed conflict, they were not entirely devoid of
anxiety. One particular incident which threatened to plunée
the state into civil war was the suddcn mysterious death of
Nkoransahene Kofi Fa in early 1897. There were wild
speculations that Kofi Fa was assassinated by the pro-Asante

1
12 Yor Nkoransahene was

facticn led by Krontihene Twumasi.
believed to have died shortly after receiving gifts of a
talisman and some drink from Sergeant Momone, a Dagarti
Member of the garrison.uz At & subsequent murder trial by
the commander of the garrison, Sergeant Momone reported that
he received the driaik from Krontihene Twumasi. The
Krontihene, however, denied the charge. Since the court
criers and servants who were at the palace at the time
failed to testifv, the Nkoransahene's death was declared by
the judge to be of a natural cause.m1
The outcome of the trial notwithstanding, the majority of
the Nkoransa people, particularly the rovals, strongly

believed that the Nkoransahene was actually poisoned by the

Krontihene. There had been signs of mounting tension during
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the trial and the outbreak of violence was imm;nent. The
threat of a break-down of order was, however, averted when
the British foicer who handled the case warned that the
entire town of Nkoransa would be destroyed if Krontihene
Twumasi was attacked.!'% Consequently there were no violent

incidents and the crisis passed.

Perhaps it is not out of place to muse over Kofi Fa's sudden
and mysterious death. The motives behind the alleged
assassination were presumably to strengthen the position of
the pro-Asante faction and to take Nkoransa back to serve
Kumase. The fact was that Kofi Fa's anti-Asante position
had, from all indications, been irrevocable. Moreover, he
had been too strong for Krontihene Twumasi to deominate and
manipulate. Twuﬁasi might therefore have thought of the
assassination of Xofi Fa as the only means of gaining
control over the government since the only legitimate
successor to Kofi Fa, Kwame Kudom vias an inexperienced young
man with emotional prcblems who could easily be controlled.
It was-not uncommon for him to go through spells of crying

and fear.!® He was also a weak and wvacillating
character".!?® gome of the elders thought that Twumasi evern,
had plans to usurp the stool of Nkoransa hence his strong
inclination towards Kumase where he hoped to secure support

to successfully pursue his ambition. ¥ If Twumasi

entertained such an ambition, then he and his pro-Asante
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formalities which marked the first visit of Governor Hodgson
to Kumase. He and Krontihene Twumasi had, however, arrived
too late to witness Hodgson's attempted seizure of the
golden stool. Kwame Kudom, however, might have been
impressed by the reaction of the Asante chiefs to the
arrogant manner in which Governor Hodgson had underscored
the British usurpation of Asante political power. While
still in Kumase, the Nkoransahene sent orders to his war
chiefs to revolt against the British.!® Before Kudom
himself could return toc Nkoransa to organise his men for the
rebellion, he was stopped by the Kumase and compelled to

"drink fetish" with them.131

In the absence of the Nkoransahene the Nkoranéahemaa took
full control of the affairs of the state. She was strongly
opposed to her people joining the rebellion against the
colonial government. She and her supporters were, however,
not strong enough to countermand the order sent by the
Kkoransahene who was commander-in-chief of the Nkoransa
army. Furthermore she found it difficult to restrain the
war chiefs and their party who were anxious to take
possession of several thousand pounds in cash and large
quantities of valuable supplies which were known to be

3 An attack on Kintampo

stored by the British at Kintampo.
would cut off any support or re-inforcement the British

would receive from the rear and this could prove disastrous
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Upon a tip-ofi about the coming of the militis to lkeransa,
the pro-Asante group left for Sekvedumase. When on Mzv 9th
Major Morris entered MNkoransa with his force, & seven
pounder and a maxim gun the Nkoransahene went into hiding in
the bush and the Asante from Sekyedumase quickly returned to
their village.lx The force zarrived just 1in time =*c
influence the majority of the voung men in Nkoransa who had

been wavering. The Major discovered that the younc men hzad
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on the outskirts of the town, a proo
party was actually prrevared to jeoin the uprising. As & show
of force, intended to deter them frcm joininc the rebelliion,

Major Morris ordered the maxim ¢un to be fired into & nearby

-
.

fory
(Y8}

ig tree,

The Major, feeling assured that the spirit of the pro-Asante
croup had effectively been brecken and that the Hkoransa
would remain loval to the government, met the X
Afua Dzpaa at 2 big meeting in front of the reyal palacs.
At the meeting a silver stool which fajor Morris hzad csized

P
O w3Nhid n2ue

soon after his arrival was formally handed back
Dapaa. "She was thanked and corplermerntsd Zfor  her

loyalty."“: when the troops reached Sekyedumase thers vz
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a short skirmish after which the Nkecranshemae's daughter vas
found. She had been rescued from the Krontihene by the

fotish priest of the Akwabaa deity.:H

In appreciation of "her unswering fidelity to the British
covernment even at the risk of her own li.‘e,"“2 the
Nkoransahemaa, Nana Afua Dapaa, was later presented with a
number of items. These included a cap with the British
Coat-of-Arms; a sash; two medallions and a mirror. On the
silver bordering of the mirror which was in the shape of a

heart was the following inscription:

Presented to the Princess Effna
[Afua] Dapaa of Nkoransa by the
British Government in recognition
of services rendered durihg the
zshanti campaign of 1900.'"

Following the suppression of the Yaa Asantewaa uprising,
Krontihene Twumasi and other pro-Asante elements in Nkoransa
were arrested together with the Nkoransahene Kwame Kudom and
sent to Elmina for detention. The other leaders who were
arrested included: Akyeamehene Kwaku Fokuo; Adontenhene Yaw
Gyane; Asookohene Kwasl Akuna; Nifahene Kwadwo Tufuo;
Benkumhene Kwasi Kra and Okyeame Moobe. These pro-aAsanto
Nkoransa leaders were detained at Elmina for about five
years. During that time Nkoransqhemaa Afua Dapaa combined

her position of Ohemaa with that of Omanhene of the Nkoranca
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COITCLUS IO

The state of Kkoransa was Zounded during the third decade of
the eighteenth century. As in the case of many states in
Ghana and other parts of Africa, the element ~f conquest was

very important among ths factors which accounted for +the

rt

rise of Lkoransa. Unlike many other states, however, the
emergence of Ikoransa was quite swift and dramatic as the

state came into existence after onlvy one particular concuest

-- that of the Eono Iingdom. Prior to this event th

4}

founders of INkoransa hed, themselves, not undertaken any
military congusest of their cwvn.

The mode of <formation of Ikoransa contrasts with what
happened in the process of evolution of such states as
khsante and Zulu. +“hese steates evolved rather gradually from
several small independent lineages, clans or chiesfteains inte
single full states. Such & process inveolved a series of
wars in which the militarily superior among the varicus
competing groups gained ascendancy over the weaker ones.
This mode of formation may be described as internal growth
and development. In the case of Rkoramnsa, its growth was

the outcome of external pressure. It was the result of the

attzck and defeat of the well-organized state of Bonc, by

Asante, and the creation of a new state out of the territery
, e Cr

0of the conguered.



An important feature of the Nkoranea state was that a larae
group of indigenous Bono people came to be ruled by a small
group of Akan migrants from the Kumase area. This small
group collaborated with the Asante to defeat Bono. The
alliance between the migrants, who originated from Amakom

”
and Kumase was facilitated by the common cultural idiom and

blood relations.

But the economic factor also played a part. While
acknowledging that the Amakom people who became the founders
of Nkoransa left the Kumase area as a result of the upheaval
which attended the rise of Asante during the latter half of
the seventeenth century, their migration northwards was
economically significant. By the second. half of the
seventeenth century, the people in the Kumase region had
become aware of the 1long distance north-south trade-
particularly the goid trade - which linked the north-west
with the coast of Ghana. The trade passed through Tafo and
the Amakom people apparently knew about it. The group that
migrated northwards, therefore, did not just move away to
take refuge in the Bono area but it was also attracted by
the profitable trading aétivities that went bn in the north-
vest region. Similarly, it was the economic benefits to be
derived from the political control over the gold-producing
areas in the north-west as well as the control and direction

of the trade in the area that motivated the Asante to effect
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A

a military conquest of Bono with +he aid of the Amakon
migrants. The creation of Khioransa was, initially, to
provide Asante with a base in its hinterland for further

conquests in Doth the north-west and the north-east.

states formed through conquest, as was tne case with
Nkoransa, would naturally, be difficult to maintain,
especially during the early stages. Often it became
difiicult to command the total allegiance or loyalty of the
conquered people and, in several situations, such conquered
peoples tended to be very rebellious. And vet, the rulers
of Nkoransa were able to consolidate their position and to

maintain their state.

One of the factors which enabled the early rulers of
Hkoransa to do this was the patronage of Asante whose
military might served as a kind of bastion against foreign
interference in Nkoransa's affairs. With Asante backina
Nkoransa could even embark on territorial expansion during

the very early years of the state.

Internally, certain methods were adopted in order to promote
unity and to maintain stability. Two maln approaches

enabled the ruling clan of Nkoramsa to achieve the desired

consolidation of the state. - The first was the equitable

distribution of political authority between the migrants and
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the indigenes. Even thOﬁéh the conguerors took nearly all
the key leadership positions, the conquered were given a
good number of important roles, 1including that of a
divisional chief. As a result of their inclusion in the
mainstream of the political administration of the state, the
indigenes felt a sense of belongingness and active
participation and this precluded internal revolts in

koransa.

Another important means by which the Nkoransa state was
strengthened was acculturation. Interestingly, this was not
a one way affair in which the dominant group compelled the
conquered subjects to abandon their own cultural practices
and adopt those of their rulers. Rather, it was a situation
of reciprocal adoption of various aspects of the cultural
features of both the ruler and the ruled. This process
culminated in a sort of 'cultural fusion' which resulted
from a blend of aspects of the cultural practices of tho
migrants and the indigenes. A significant development of
the process of acculturation in Nkoransa was the adoption of
the language of +the autochtones by the migrants.
Ultimately, the entire population of HNkoransa came %o hc
identified azs Brong. In this way the corqueror and the

conquered coalesced into one group of people with a single

identity.
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The relations between Fkoransa ané its neighbours followed
a pattern which remained virtually unchanged up to the end
of the nineteenth century. During the whole period her
relations with'certain states to its north and west, notably
Gonja, Takyiman and Banda, were hostile. On the other hand,
Nkoransa's relations with  her eastern neighbours,
particularly Atebubu, were peaceful and cordial. The main
factor which accounted for the hostile relations between
Nkoransa and Takyiman was the alleged treachery of Baffo
Pim, a treachery that made it possible for Asante to invade
and defeat Bonc-Takyiman. The Takyiman never forgot and
never forgave Nkoransa for helping Asante to destroy their

Kingdom and for +taking over abcocut two thirds of their

territory to create a new state.

In fact only conscious efforts by the peoples of the
states can remove the bitterness or, at least molliify the
feelings of Dboth. The initiative can be taken by
influential groups in Nkoransa and Takyiman. The educated
classes, especially, can collaborate to educate both the
young and the old to put the past behind them and forge
ahead as one people living in the same geographilcal area.

The Gonja who supported Bono-Takyiman during ﬁhe rsante

invasion of the latter also could not trust the Hkoransa wno

had aided the invaders. Moreover, the long-established
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northern Kingdom saw the new state as a menace to its
sovereignty. UHkoramsa's territorial expansion which took &
mainly northerly direction made the Goaja feel even more
apprehensive about the security of their southern frontier.
on their part, the Wkoransa felt that with the powerful
Gonja lying on their northern frontier they needed to take
serious measures to ensure that their state was not invaded
from the north. They were therefore, determined to push the
Gonja people who lived south of the Black Volta river
northward acress the river into the main territory of the
Gonja. This situation of mutual suspicion between Nkoransa
and Gonja brought them into military conflict on several

occasions.

Nkoransa's encroachment on the territory of Banda was a
major cause of the hostile relations between the two states.
The bone of contention was the contrel of the territory in
vhich Kintampo was situated. The area, at first,appeared to
have been part of Banda territory. But with the expansion
of Wkoransa northwards, the control of the area became =z
contentious issue. The territory shifted from the handc of
one state to the other at various times for about a century.

It was not until +the 1830's that HNkoransa gained Iinzl

control over the area.
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"with several states, including far away

in contrast, good relations existeq tetween Nkoransa and its
ecastern neighbours. & reason for this was that the states
in that area did not become involved in the upheaval that
followed the defeat of Bono-Takyiman by Asante and which
brought Ilkorensa into being. Another reason was the common

Asante origin of the ruling 1lineages of Nkoransa and

Atebubu. Solidaritiy derived from common origin promoted
friendly vrelations between the two. Eventually, the other
states 1n the east came to share in the good relations

-

between Xkoranse and Atebubu. fil.oransa and the eastern

Brong States also fought in the same division of the Asants

L.

naticnal army. This common military obligation tended to

bring NWkoransz and those states closer together. The good

ations between Nkoransa and its eastern neighbors can

l._.l

re
also be eyplained in strategic terms. In the course of the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, I'koransa recognized ths=
need to maintein permanent peaceful and cordial relatiomns

with certain states in the light of the Irequent conflicts

between her and the states to its north ané west. Such
friendly states could either give her military assisiance in

least remain neutral wien she did not
reqguire their help. By that policy Hkoransa prevented its

complete encirclement by hostile neighbors.

35 i
Up to 1874 Kkoransa became involved in a number of conflicts

Gyaman, on account

i{



of her military obligations te Loao

- - by - -
ante., Nkoransa

ct
by
8
4
©
o

incurred the emnmity of some of j:s neighbors.

From the late 1870's, relations between Hhoransa and Asante
began to deteriorate. Until then, Nkoransa had been the
only state in the north %o remain loval to Asante azfter the
defeat of the lalfer in her war with the British in 1873-74.
The strained Hkoransa-Asante relations stemmed from the
heavy taxes 1mposed on Nkoransa traders by Kumase. For a
brief period, the situation improved but from the late
1880's Nkoransa began to take definite steps towards a total

and final detachment from Kumase.

Fortunately for WNkoransa the increasing British influence in
the north proved to be o0of great help. 7ith the
strengthening of Cvaman and Atebubu against Asante throuch
the granting of protectior in 1889 and 1890 respectively bv
the British, Nkoransa strengthened her ties with the
Eastern Brong states by making moves to jein the anti-Aisante
defensive alliance formed by those states. 1In 1892 'koransa

formally joined <the alliance. Ccnsequently, she was

Cu

attacked by Asante which was determined to maintaln ite hsol

on her.

In spite of the defeat of NWkoransa by Asante in the trar,

vhich was fought in two phases in (3q1-q3,tjue British
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managed to prevent Rsaﬁte from re«estibliéhiﬁg its control
over Nkoransa. By the middle of the 1890's the con‘rol of
rkoramsa had become an important factor in the Anglo-hsante
rivalry in the interior. The British saw Nkoransa &s an
important force which could provide them with rear support
for their anticipated take-over of Asante, Asante also
viewed Nkoransa as being of strategic importance in her

struggle with the British.

Nkoransa tended to draw closer to the British who offered
her protection against Asante, following the Nkoransa-Asante
war of 18%2-93. In the 1late 1890's however, skepticisnm
about the adequacy of British securitv for Nkoransa as well
as certain unfavourable policies made a section of the
Nkoransa government become disillusiocned with British rule.
These began to ac¢’tate for the re-introduction of Asante
rule which they felt was moare humane. This situation

eventually led to a division of Nkoransa along pro-Asants

and pro-British lines.

The factional situation in Nkoransa came to a head in 1°00
as the pro-Asante and pro-British groups struggled ovar the

issue of whether to remain loyal to the colonial govermment

or to join rebel Asante. The main element in this strugale

. . . T r ' _
was a clash of personalitiles. t was a matter oi a Queen

mother who was a strong character, assertive and could be

207



18

iy

o]

=
8]

|n‘|L
i}
Oy
T

!

el

Y

n

-
1

ers

.7
O

70 poOn

1

r of

-
e

Lrong charac

"

Lict.

i

T

COi

“

Q
-

a2

44

r—

0

'

P
(13}

. - 4+ = —_ Lk
ILVEELigaLTlon.

20ver

ormal

Py
i

to

Ore

fice.

B

q‘nl—
]

._.I~
1)
I—l*
i

O

Yy

Z0oUu

h century a

-
[

inetsen

I
0
"r r‘

e

L3

L
(8}
Q

-
I

-r4

o3

=

vtensiv

e

Q
-

S|

Q

'3
Q)
e
35
&
3

Y
[}}]
o
h

i)
i)

42
Y4
]
&)

)

nd
0]
8]
o

[53)

[\

42

It
41
ot

5]

n
O

.-l._
Y4
Y

|
1

-t
4§43

(]
@]

b
M

q
K

42

[
—

S

[}
3

.w!—
s
LN}
18]
2

9]
[3H]
43
1
43
in

R TP T oy
SUneY ~ArIan

from

n

1
0]

12
@]

D-
£
e-q

o

|81
=
._i—
33
in
Q
M
)

b
il

n
9%}

|
Q)

[l
Y

-rd

—
nu

-
Q
)
1M
)

)
[

whose

=1
i

PR

N

i

-

D]
)

=

—i

r-{

"

4—1‘
)

1|*
O
£

[9)]
A3
4.4

208




rraditional relilgion has oo oo v v 1w
people that hundreods of aurincs <o vorisusn drl
seattered 31l over the state Doy withy shie o8t
christianity and Islam into the state +he worshin of
jg still important in many towns and villages Tr
religion might therefore hinvo gveatly influenced th
and political institutions of Nkoranss. The study

a subject will be worthwhile.
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| or e BEGIAL FEDICH
RENAZIS

19, FARA TWABEEA WIAFE (AGAIR) 1931-1837 (Dasteoled)

20, TARA TAW KODOX TIT [AGAIT) 1537-1348 {Desteoled]

21, TARA GUARED EFFA V1 1543-1856 (Destooled]

2. SARA FRAKE EAFTO III 1956-1965 {Destooled)

21, EAIA GUAERO ZFFA VI [AGAIE) 1553-1087 {Died oa Steol 12th Juze, 1307
| 24, TSk AGTERR FODIK 1Y [ORATARALE Iastalled oo 17tk Septezher, 1827,
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APPENDIZ B
HRORANSA KING LIST AS REVISED BY THE WRITER

There appears to be some confusion in the Nkoransa King
list. This must be cleared. On the list fiurnished this
writer by the Paramount Chief of Nkoransa, the reigns of
Nana Guakro Effa Panin {I) and Nana ¥Xwado Owusu Ansa seem to
have been transposed. The regnal periods of Nana Owusu Ansa
and Nana Guakro LEffa according to the list are: (1799 to
1807) and (1807 to 18i7) respectively. This shows that Hana
Owusu Ansa reigned before lana Guakro Effa. But this
arrangement dces not agree with the facts of ilikoransa
traditional chronology. The tradition says that Nana Owusu
Ansa participated in the Akantamaensu war of i826. According
to the tradition, he became Nkoransahene not long before the
1826 war broke out. When the stool became vacant, he could
not immediately accede to it because he was a minor.
Consequently, his mother, Adwoa Eozhen, the Queen-mother of

Wkoransa became & regent fcr a considerable length of time.

Since Owusu Ansa fought in the Akantamansu war, he could not

~3

a4t and

*

nave been the Nkoransahene who began to rei¢n in

1

.

died in 1807. On the other hand, lana Guakro Effa Panin is

not mentioned in Kkoransa tradition in connection with major

o)

events, involving Wkoransa, which occurred afier the 1500's.

If Nana Guakro Effa I, regarded by the IThoransa as once of

~
247
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their greatest warrior chiefs, hald livad énd reigned during
the 1810's, there is little doubt thati he would have been
mentioned in connection with such major Thistorical
developments as the preparations that were being made in
1817 towards the Asante-Gyaman War of 1818-19, in which
Nkoransa participated. Thus, the facts of Nkoransa
traditional history indicate. that Nana Guakro Effa Panin
reigned before Nana Xwadwo Owusu Ansa and not vice versa.
Early nineteenth century sources indicate that Guakro Effa

I died in about 1802.

Another error on the Kkoransa King list is the date for the
end of the reign .of ¥koransahene Guakro Effa II, popularly
known as Ata Fa. According to the list Ata Fa died in 1855.
But Brandon Kirby's report on his "Mission to Coomassie and
the interior provinces of the ASHANTI KINGDOM" from Jantllary
to April 1884 states clearly that he (Kirby) held "numerous
meetings" with "King Ata Fuah and his chiefs,” during his
visit to Nkoransa in February 1884. (See Kirby to Governor,
ADM 11/1/1733, Natiomal Archives of Ghana, Accra, pp.93 and
9s}. Ivor Wilks also asserts that Ata Fa died at an

1885 {see Asante in the WNineteenth

‘advanced age' 1in

Century, p.296).

Judging from the foregoing facts the reigns and dates of a

number of rulers may be revised thus: Guakro Effa T (c.
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1799-1802); Kwadwo Owusu Ansa {c.1302-1326) (Owusu Ansa's
period includes the regency of his mother); Guakro Effa IT
(Ata Fa) (c. 1826-1885). (Here, an allcwance must be made
for the period during which the Nkoransa were expecting
owusu Ansa to return from the 1826 campaign after it had
ended. (Chapter Three). Assuming that Owusu Ansa Was
replaced one or two vears after the end of the war, Cuakro
gffa I1's reign would have commenced in 1827 or 1828); Kwasi
opoku Katakyie (c. 1885-1888) {(Opoku committed suicide in

September 1888 (See Ivor Wilks, Asante in the HNineteenth

Centurv, p.297); Kofi TFa {c. 1889-1897). See the revised

et e A e e

King list in Appendix B.



REVISED KING LIST OF NKORANSA

NAME OF RULER REGHAL PERICD
1. ADU DORUINA c 1718-1721
2. BAFFO PIM c 1721-1762
3. WIAFE AKENTEN c 1763-1780
4. FEI HYERMAN c 1780-1784
5. EFFA NKANTRAM c 1784-1790
6. AFOSA KODOM ADWETAA c 1790-1796
7. KWASI OWUSU (WONSIAMOA) ¢ 1796-1799
8. GUAKRO EFFA PANIN c 1799-1802
REGENCY OF NKORANSAHEMAA c 1802 to mid-1820's
ADWOA BOAHEN c Mid-1820's-1827/28
9. KWADWO OWUSU ANSA c 1827/28-1885
10. GUARKRO EFFA II (ATA FA OR ATA | c 1885-1888
KWADWO)
11. KOF1 ARAMOO 1885 (Ruled for 40 days only)
12. KWASI POKU KATAKYIE c 1885-1688
13. KOFI FA c 1888-1897
14. KWAME KODOM (KWAME KUMASE) II [ 1897-1910
15. KWADKO FA V 1910-1922
16. KWABENA WIAFE II 1922 (destooled)
17. KWAME BAFFO II 1923-1927
18. YAW RODOM III 1927-1931
19. KWABENA WIAFE II 1931-1937
20. YAW KODOM III 1937-1948
21 GUAKRO EFFA VI 1948-1956
22. KWAME BAFFO III 1956-1969
1969-1987

23.
24.

GUAKRO EFFA VI
AGYEMAN KODOM IV (OKATAKYIE)

1987 (Current)
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APPENDIX C

REGRAL LIST OF NKORANSA QUEEN--MOTHERS PROVIDED BY
THE OMANHERE OF NKORANSA (EXCEPT FOR A FEW CASES IN
THE TWENTIETH CENTURY, NO DATES HAVE BEEN PROVIDED

FOR REGNAL PERIODS OF

THE QUEEN MOTHERS)

NAME OF QUEEN-MOTHER

DATE/REMARKS

1. NANA SAPOMAA I

. NANA AKOSUA AMPOMA 1

. NARA BRAGYEI I

. RANA KOKURAA 1

. HANA KRUWA AMPOMA II

. NANA BOAHEMAA 1

. NANA DUDAA I

. NANA SAA DATE

. NANA AFUA BOAHEN (AFUR DAPAA)

n.d. (Sister of Adu Donyina and
wife of Osei Tutu, mother of
Baffo Pim).

n.d. First enstooled Queen-
Mother, Ruled during the time of
Nana Baffo Pim and Nana Wiafe
Akenten).

n.d. (Ruled during the periods of
Nana Feil Hyeaman and Nana Effa
Hkantram).

n.d. (Ruled during the periods of
Hana Effa Nkantram and Nana Afosa
Kodom)

n.d. (Ruled during the time of
Nana Wonsiamoa)

n.d. {Ruled with Nanan Guakro
Effa I and Nona Kwadvwo OWusu
Ansa)

n.a.

-

n.a.

n.d. Ruled with: Nana Kofi Du
(Kofi Fa); Nana Kwadwo Effa V;
Nana Wiafe II; Nana Kwame Baffo
11; Nana Yaw Kodom. {(She was
(Queen-mother for approximately
forty years. She was both Queen-
mother and Omanhene {Paramount
Chief from c1900-1923)
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NAME OF QUEEN-MOTHER

DATE/REMARKS

10.

11.
12.

13.
14,

RANA AKOSUA DUKU
(NANA AMPOMA 1I)
NANA BOAHEMAA I1I

NANA AFUA SAPOMAA 11

NARA AMPOMA TII

NANA YAA DUDAA TI

n.d.

19361946

1946-1980 (Ruled with Nana Yaw
Kodom 111, Nana Guakro Effa VI
and Nana Kwame Baffo IIT.*
1980-1991

1992 (Current)

*NANA GUARKRO EFFA VI RULED AGATH
AFTER NANA BAFFO III.
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Namasa, Banda, Broahane and Mengye (Menji}
(I.A.S., Legon, 1976).

Warren, D.M. and Brempong, K.Q. Techiman Traditional State:

iggg% and Town Histories Part I. (I.A.S., Legon,

Yamoah, K.A. The Traditions of Atebubu, Abease and Kwame
Danso (Dwan) (I.A.S., Legon, 1966).

ORAL INTERVIEWS

Opanin Kwame Awiti, Age 97, Krabonso, 6 July 1995.

Nana Adinkra Adjei I1I, Age 42, Mo (Degha) Krontihene
Kintampo, 13 July 1995. (The seat of the Mo Krontihene is
located in a section of Kintampo town which forms part of

the Mo traditional area).

Nana Abenaa Baagyei II, Age 101, Jemahemaa, Jema, 15 July,
1995.

Contributing informants at Jemahemaa's palace: Opanin Kwame
Nnuro, Age 57, Okyeare.

Maame Yaa Amoaa, Age 78.
Madam Ama Apeaa, Age 50.
-Nana.Asare Akomea II, Age 44, Jemahene, Jema, 16 July 1995.
Nana Kwaku Adu, Age 77, Krontihene of Jema, 17 July 1995.

Nana Kwasi Berko, also known as Nana Kwadwo Amoah, Age 72,
Gyaasehene of Jema, Jema, 17 July 1995.

Nana Asiama Guahyia II, Age 62, Kokumahene, lintampo, 18
July 1995

Nana Kwaku Baah, Age 52, Ex-Ampomahene, Ampoma, 21 July
1995.

Mr. Daniel Adu Takyi, Age 48, Yefire, 25 July 198E.
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tana Baff: Bediatuo I
Paninamisa, 29 July 1095,
¥Mr. Kwarteng Amaning, Acge 54, Dawadawa, 28 August 1995.

-7

~liana Twea Boateng Brempon II, Age G5, Anyimenhene, Anyimen,
23 October 19%5.

Contributing informants at Anvimanhene's palace: MNana
Ampem, Age 43, Okyeamo.

Nana Abenesa Asantewaa, Age 80, A prominent royal.

Opanin Xwaku Lamtey, Acgc 55, Regent of Baafi Stool, Bezf:i,
22 Wovember 1995,

Ckatakyie Agvemezn Xudem IV, Rge (7, Omanhene of Ifzoransa,
Flkoransa, 15, 16, 17, 24 and 2% August 1¢9¢%: 15 and if
January 1996. Contributoer at the Thoransahene's court, 15
and 16 August 1995: Tana Kwabene Effa, Age €5, Pemogehcne (4
Senicr Okyeame) of Nkoransa. Contributor on 24 August 19%5:
Nana Fwadwo Kontoy, hos 74, Ulonnwasoafchenz of kerans:s
(Chief Ztlool Carriesr).

Wans Yaa Dudaa II, Avc G5, Nhoransahsmaa, Tkoransa, 25
August 158:

Tlders vwho ceontributed werzs: F¥ana Ama Zoahesmaa, Age 32 and
Tane vofi ZBaeffc, Rge O

T = TP et P A R - ne T _T7a = Tt o ATEER R F R TI N
wana I'wabena Asarc, Age 085, Ein-Tunsohene, Xuaso, 9 Yarch

-

Yana Twaku Yoranteng II, Age B2, Funsohene, Xuns
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