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4MTRAO

Tourism development in Ghana has undoubtedly moved to a key point 10

government policy. The district assemblies have equally been allocating resources to

develop such potentials in their areas. However there seems to be no dlreclion from most

of the Regional Co-ordination Councils and hence the vaTl0us assemblies arc

implementing programmes they think arc right In their 0\\ n estimatIOns with no regIOnal

outlook.

This study focuses on the Akatsi dIstrict whICh \\ as the tirst to l.:wm:h a lnun.sm

fair in the Volta Region. Primary data obtamed through structun:J IOtCf\IC'\\ S \\ ,th

assembly and community members have been supplemented \\ Ilh malcnab from the

district assembly and the dailies. Althoug.h In the Akatsl J,:-;tT1l'l there I~ "'UI111.: J\\ an:nc"",

of what tourism is all about there I~ \CI) Illllllmal Ill\llhcl1h:nt uf the fh:Opk' h~ thL'

Assembly in tourism development

The study therefore dr.l\\ ~ J.{lcnllllll hI thl.' IlCI.'J l~)r ~rl.'ah.·r ri.lT1ll."lrJ.llllll III' thl.:

people since the local people and fl)r that mal1l.:r thl.' (Ullllllun't~ \\ 11\ hJ\L' III 11\l.' \\ lth thl.'

consequences of that de\'elopment

The Akatsi district stud) abo shu\\ ... that the ~triJtl.·~h.: IllL"iJUUn of thl.: .irea un the

ECOWAS Highways and YeT) dose to the Ghana·lugo burder un the ea.... '\.·m "Ide ufkr...

great potentials in tounsm de\e1opment.

However the expech..~ private sector panlclpatu.m In thl.~ tndustr') I~ yet to (all:h up

with the people. The constraints seem to be the JX)()r lIlfrastrul.·tun: In the dl~trKt and

ioodequate marketing of the district potenllals.
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ABSTRACT

Tourism development in Ghana has undoubtedly moved to a key point in

government policy. The district assemblies have equally been allocating resources to

develop such potentials in their areas. However there seems to be no direction from most

of the Regional Co-ordination Councils and hence the various assemblies are

implementing programmes they think are right in their own estimations with no regional

outlook.

This study focuses on the Akatsi district which was the first to launch a tourism

fair in the Volta Region. Primary data obtained through structured interviews with

assembly and community members have been supplemented with materials from the

district assembly and the dailies. Although in the Akatsi district there is some awareness

of what tourism is all about there is very minimal involvement of the people by the

Assembly in tourism development.

The study therefore draws attention to the need for greater participation of the

people since the local people and for that matter the community will have to live with the

consequences of that development.

The Akatsi district study also shows that the strategic location of the area on the

ECOWAS Highways and very close to the Ghana-Togo border on the eastern side offers

great potentials in tourism development.

However the expected private sector participation in the industry is yet to catch up

with the people. The constraints seem to be the poor infrastructure in the district and

inadequate marketing of the district potentials.
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In the Central and Western Regions much gains lire heing ml\de III lourism

promotion. There is therefore the need for the Voltll Region .md the Akalsi disl1iCI Ill!'

that maller to put its house in order if she is to rellp the fruits oflhe industry,
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CHAPTER ONE

GENERAL BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY

."'h! INTRODUCTION
~~

Tourism in the less-developed countries is apparently now receiving allention and

support than ever before. As an industry. it has become quite appealing to both

developed and developing countries.

In 1970, Hall (1970) indicated that the agc of mass tourism is thc "biggest single

factor for change in the great capitals of Europe." The phenomenon then began to attract

attention. According to the World Tourism Organisation. international tourism will be

the most important international sector in world trade (WTO 1993). For instance

tourism, according to Achearnpong (1996) has tor decades remained a key industry to

favourably located less-developed countries like Mexico. the Caribbean Islands and

Turkey. These countries benefited from international tourism because of their adjacent

position to the key tourism generating lands of Western Europe and North America.

Tourism in the world is thus attracting attention. The industry constitutes a

considerable economic activity throughout the world (Ritchie et al 1994). The industry,

to others, has also become a massive ingredient of modem world (Pearce 1989). The

perception therefore among national and local governments is that tourism, stimulates the

development process in resorts and localities (Will et aL 1995).

The World Travel and Tourism Council and the World Tourism Organisation

attribute the growing importance of the industry to the fact that Travel and Tourism

employ more than 112 million people worldwide or about one in 15 employees. Travel



and Tourism invests more than $300 billion in direct. indirect and pcrsonal taxes each

year, more than 6% of total payments (Ritchie et al 1994).

According to Cooper et al (1993) international organisations support tourism for its

contribution to world peace. the benefits of mixing with peoples and cultures and thc fact

that tourism is a "relatively clean industry" (Fridgen 1991). Others in the industry also

attribute this phenomenal increase to social factors that boost demand and to technology

that make the travel possible (Hodgson 1987).

What is mentioned as a catalyst in the tourism development is the "jet plane"

(Inskeep 1998). Air travel has indeed opened the world. In 1970 for instance. when Pan

Am flew the first Boeing 747 from New York to London. scheduled planes earricd 307

million passengers. Twenty-five years later the figure had risen to 1.15 billion (Allan et

al. 1995).

In Africa, Ghana is one country where tourism has suddenly moved to the centre

stage of socio-economie strategies. By 19Y2. the industry ranked as lhe fourth largest

foreign exchange earner-after cocoa, gold and timber.

For the districts of the country. the development and promotion of tourism has,

therefore. become highly competitive. Two districts. Akatsi and Hohoe have already

organised investment and tourism fairs as baits to attract the needed foreign a.ld local

investment. The remaining ten districts in the Volta Region arc likely to follow suite.

Since the success of any community related tourism project largely hingcs on the

community itself. it is important that the involvement of the local pcople becomes

paramount in all stages of the project planning and implementation (Pearce 1995).

However. the extent of that local involvement had been a problem as to whether the

2



people can cause changes in things planned for them or nol. What is the real perception

of the people towards the overall tourism development process itself?

This study is therefore an auemptto address the problem especially at an emerging

tourist destination like Akatsi as a guide to tourism development in the Volta Region.

1.2 BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY:

Within the last two to three decades, the tourism industry has gained considerable

significance (Hunter et al. 1995). It has thus become a "massive ingredient of the modem

world" and 7% of the world's investments is in tourism. Two hundred million people

world-wide are employed in tourism industry (Cooper 1993).

Since the 1950s tourist arrivals moved form over 25 million to 160 million in 1970

and to 405 million in 1989 world-wide (WTO 1988). Cooper, has stated that five

hundred and ninety-two million tourists currently travel around the world annually and by

the year 2010, over one billion tourists will be "criss-crossing" the globe in search of

tourist products.

Sub-Saharan Africa, except Southern Africa. is one of the areas where international

tourism is now experiencing growth. In 1991, tourists expenditure constituted some 8 per

cent of Africa's total receipts compared to 5 per cent in 1985. However, according to

Achearnpong (1996) the continent's share of total Third World export receipts'declined

from over 10 per cent in 1987 to about 8 per cent in 1989." Between 1986 and 1992 the

continent's share of total world export earnings failed to grow, stagnating at around 2 per

cent per annum. With unfavorable export trade in commodities, tourism has become an

avenue for increasing foreign income receipts.

3
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In Ghana, tourism arrivals increased from 94,860 in 1996 to 350,000 in 1997 with a

corresponding increase in receipts from $248 million to $340 million over the same

period. The projection is that by the year 2010, Ghana will receive almost one million

visitors amounting to approximately ¢1.5 billion. The Ghana government realising the

importance of this hitherto untapped industry has received and accepted the planned

development approach through implementation of Integrated Tourism Development

Programme (UNDP). The World Tourism Organisation (WTO) has ranked Ghana 10'" as

the most popular destination in Africa.

The National Tourism Development Plan for Ghana (1996-20 I0) endorsed by the

World Tourism Organisation (WTO), projects government revenue to hit US$I.5 billion

by 2010 from over 1 million tourist arrivals. The United States tops with 20,000 arrivals

into the country with Germany 15,000, France 11,000. The Netherlands 7,000, Canada

and Scandinavia 4,000 and Italy 3,000 following in that order. Nigeria tops the arrival

list in the Africa circuit with almost 42,000 arrivals. Over 15,000 Ivorians visit Ghana

with Togolese numbering about 9,000.

Ghana is, therefore, making efforts to develop this emerging sector of the economy

which has become Ghana's fourth foreign exchange carner (Acheampong 1996).

Acheampong noted that in most Sub-Saharan Africa, tourism is being pum ;d as an

aspect of export diversification and or structural adjustment programmes. Accordingly,

Ghana's Parliament approved ¢890 billion as provisional expenditure for the first quarter

of 1998. Out of the amount, ¢420 billion was alloted to tourism development. (Uraphle,

Thurs. January 8, 1998). The year 1999 has been a busy year for Ghana in terms of

tourism development. A series of tourism conferences and seminars were organised. In

4
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May, 1999 Ghana hosted the 33"' World Tourism Organisation Commission for Africa

Travel Association (ATA) annual congress and the Convocation of Africa Ministers of

Tourism. This was the first time such a meeting took place in Ghana. About 1,500

delegates including 46 Africa-Americans and African Ministers of Tourism, hoteliers and

tour operators attended the meeting which involved seminars, trade shows, bazaars and

handicraft expositions. The conference did give the indication that Ghana is indeed

making a mark on the world tourism map.

At the regional levels, the Central Region, for instance, has undoubtedly become a

pace·setter in harnessing its resources to make the region a major tourist destination in

the country. The bi-annual Pan African Historical Theatre Arts Festival (PANFESTj has

either rightly or wrongly become synonymous with the Central Region. The participation

of the other regions has, however, remained minimal or non-existent in the scheme of

things. This may be due to the fact that very little is known about the attractions in those

regions.

Many would like to blame this siruation on the inability of those areas to market

their attractions. At the 1" ever Central Expo '98 held in Cape Coast, the then Minster of

Trade and Industry, Dr. John Abu, charged the other regions and the districts to be more

aggressive in the promotion of their respective areas in order to expose their p0tentials.

The fact is that most regions have taken too long a time to respond to the idea of

undertaking trade fairs and other promotional actiVIties.

However, the scenario has perhaps introduced a kind of healthy and purposeful

competition among the regions and their distric!. Therefore, the ability to attract the

needed investment to a particular region or area becomes a critical factor and a challenge.

5
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Recent investment trends reveal that Greater Accra registered increase in investment

from 265 in 1996 to 530 in J998, indicating an increase of lOOper cenl. Central Region

followed closely from 12 investments in 1996 to 23 in 1998 representing an increase of

91.7 per cent (Expo '98 extraets, 1998). On this score, Dr. Abu stressed the point that

"we now expect stiff competition between regions and districts in the country and it is

those which offer the most attractive incentive that will attract investors' (Dr. Abu Expo

'98, Cape Coast).

For the Volta Region, the issue is a critical one for it is not Just a region but also an

important eastern gateway to Ghana. Meanwhile. the fonner Regional Minister. Lt-Col.

Charles Agbenaza, announced at the "Meet the Press Session" in Accra that the then

government of the National Democratic Congress had giwn appronl for the upgrading

of the Ho air strip for use by commercial pri"ate lines. The project is expected to enhance

the region's tourism promotion efforts when completed. Another aIr-strip will also be

cited at Nkwanta (Graphic, Friday 3. 1998: 17).

A study of the chart at the end of this paragraph shows a steady flow of tourists to

the Volta Region and for that maner Ghana. These tourists are mostly the youth who are

interrested in wiroessing the colorful durbar of chiefs or seek adventure. In most cases

the tourists spend just a day at Keta, Anloga and Mepe. They, however, spend three days

on the average at Aflao, Denu and Sogakope. These tourists pass through Akatsl which

incidentally is on the ECOWAS Highway and if tourism potentials were de\eloped in the

district, these tourists could be attracted to them and thereby spend a day or two there.

Depending on the variety of tourist facilities and infrastructure a\ailable. the tounsts

couJd spend longer times. The development and expansIOn of these facilities therefore

6
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Recent investment trends reveal that Greater Accra registered increase in investment

from 265 in 1996 to 530 in 1998, indicating an increase of 100 per cenL Ccntral Rcgion

followed closely from 12 investments in 1996 to 23 in 1998 reprcsenting an incrcase of

91.7 per cent (Expo '98 extracts, 1998), On this scorc, Dr. Abu stresscd the point that

"we now expect stiff competition between regions and districts in the country and it is

those which offer the most attractive incentive that will atlract invcstors" (Dr. Abu Expo

'98, Cape Coast),

For the Volta Region. the issue is a critical onc for it is 110t just a region but also an

important eastern gateway to Ghana, Meanwhile, the fonner Regional Minister, Lt-CoL

Charles Agbenaza, announced at the "Meet the Press Session" in Accra that the then

government of the National Democratic Congress had given approval for the upgrading

of the Ho air strip for use by commercial private lines, The project is expeeled to enhance

the region's tourism promotion efforts whcn completed. Another air-strip will also be

cited at Nkwanta (Graphic, Friday 3, 1998: 17).

A study of the chart at thc cnd of this paragraph shows a steady flow of tourists to

the Volta Region and for that matter Ghana. These tourists arc mostly the youth who are

interrested in witnessing the colorful durbar of chiefs or seek adventure. In most cases

the tourists spend just a day at Keta, Anloga and Mepe. They. however, spend three days

on the average at Allao, Denu and Sogakope. Thesc tourists pass through Akatsi whICh

incidentally is on the ECOWAS Highway and if tourism potentials were developed in the

district, these tourists could be attracted to them and thereby spend a day or two there.

Depending on the variety of tourist facilities and infrastructure available, the tourists

could spend longer times. The development and expansion of these faeilities therefore

6
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are critical issues facing the districts in their tourism development drives since these

facilities are used by local residents and tourists alike (Witt et al. 1995).

Table 1.1

TOURIST FLOW TO GHANA & VOLTA REGION 11981-1995),

(Source. GTB, 1997)

Year Tourism Flow to Ghana Flow to Volta Region % National

1981 13,522 453 3.4%

1983 34,522 1,112 3.2%

1985 85,332 1,530 1.8%

1987 103,440 2,105 2.0%

1989 125.162 2,713 2.2%

1991 172.680 2,814 1.6%

1993 256,680 5,500 4.0%

1995 286,000 8,850 3.2%

In October 1998 the Akatsi District Assembly launched its first ever Trade and

Investment Fair under the theme: "Unfolding the Investment Potentials of the Akatsi

District". That Fair was in realisation of the tourist potentials that the district has and the

need to market them. It presented itself as a district with a lot of untapped resources and

one destination for investment in the agro-based, brick and tile industries.

7



1.3 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Tourism as indicated earlier in the introduction has occupied a prominent position in

the country's socio-economic scheme of things. As a result Ghana has becn promoting

various forms of tourism (Acheapong 1996).

The National Tourism Development Plan for Ghana (1996-2010) recognises the

need for community involvement to make tourism development sustainable particularly

in the rural areas. Such a position is supported by the fact that the sustainability of

tourism at the community levels is dependent on approval and acceptability of the project

bv the locals who eventually would bear the effects of that tourism development. Dei

(Expo, Cape Coast 1998) drew attention to this fact lhat tourism has the tendency to alter

the nature of politics and may "initiate conflicts when gon:mmcnts impose tourism

development without consultation". Dei, therefore. arguL~s for the conlrol of tounsm

which he said must "be in the hands of the Indigenous people" and should also be

community-driven.

The Akatsi district in the \'olta Region is relatively ne\\' and one of the kast-

developed districts. Tourism, as an emerging Industry, IS therefore, being looked upon in

the district as an alternate to quickening the pace of de\ dopment. The quesllon which

will then be ofimponance and which must be addressed e\'olve around the \\ illingness or

otherwise of the people to participate in tourism development and whether the people

think tourism would promote the development of the district. The knowledge of thiS

background information is important because of the implications It mIght have on

decision making particularly at the district level in such matters of tourism development

Because tourism is still a relatively new activity. there are qune a few examples of how

8
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the unplanned and haphazard growth of the sector can produce hamlful effects on the

environment and negative consequences for the socio-cultural values of the society. It is

important therefore that the people are made part of decisions that will affect them. The

study. therefore seeks to assess the knowledge. attitudes and perception of the people as

the basis for their participation and involvement in programmes and projects that affect

them.

1.4 OBJECTIVES

The Objectives of the study are:

(a) to catalogue tourism resources in the district.

(b) to assess the level ofawareness and willingness of the locals to participate in tourisl11-

related projects.

(c) to evaluate the various perceptions of the people (i. e Assembly members. opinion

leaders and the larger community) and their expectations towards tourism

development.

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Tourism development now covers a central position in the development plans of the

district assemblies. However not much work has been done in that regard. The

significance of the study, therefore, lies in the fact that it will provide empirical data for

tourism planners at the district level as to what potentials arc available as well as the

disposition of the people towards the industry. Since tourism depends largely on the

9
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llFfcl.erale l/le .d~yell',L1n~r~1 flf,Jftrs~.ion. (Graphic. April ~ I~?~k

1.6 ORGANISAnON OF WORK

The sludy has been organised under six chaplers. Chapter I deals with Ihc

background to the study which covers study objeclives and work organisation.

Chapter 2 covers some major issues in cOll1munity partidpation as well as

framework for lhe study.

Chapter 3 covers the study area. data colkctilll1 and backgn.mlld llrn:spol1dL'llts.

Chapter 4 discusses some field experiences while dwpter 5 looks at the future or the

tourism industry in the Akatsi dislrict. Chapter 6 which is the last chaplcr discuss,'s thc

implications of the findings for tourism development.

1.7 SUMMARY

The World Tourism Organisation (WTOj has made projections to the eiTel" that by

the year 2010. over one billion tourists will be "criss-crossing" the globe in search of

tourist products. Many of these products can also be fuund in Sub-Saharan Africa where

international tourism is experiencing high rates of growth.

In Ghana for instance Parliament approved in 1998 ¢890 billion as expenditure in

the tourism seclor for the first quarter of that year. The organisation of the bi-annual
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PANAFEST in Cape Coast seems to be the main catalyst in the tourism development

efforts in the country. All the regions have, therefore been challenged under the new

local government system to develop and market their tourism attractions.

In the Volta Region only two districts, (Akatsi and Hohoe) out of the 12 have

organised investment and tourism fairs. In the effort to complement the tourism

development of the region the study focused on the attitudes and perceptions of the

people towards tourism development since they will bear the consequences of that

development. It is therefore argued that the people are made part and parcel of all

planning and that tourism development must be in the hands of the indigenous people and

must also be community-driven.

II
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CHAPTER TWO

ISSUESON COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND CONCEPTUAL

FRAMEWORK.

2.1 INTRODUCTION

Tourism has changed in character from its earlier times when traveling was for the

purposes of factors such as "curiosity and escape from enemies" (Casson 1974:5-10).

Although the sector has come a long way, tourism is still a new activity for many

countries with little or no experience in developing this sector of the economy (Inskeep

1991). In Ghana, although the decentralisation programme has made the development of

the rural areas the sale responsibility of the district assemblies many of them in the Volta

Region have only been paying lip service to the development of the sector. Very often

the problem has been lack of trained personnel in the assemblies to handle the sector.

On the other hand the industry will become the world's largest export industry by

2005 for as Mcintosh (1995) points out the tourism sector is "a growth industry".

Publications on the sector tend to argue for more attention to be given to this sector in

view of the potential it holds for the economies of the "developing" nations.

Consequently, some countries are diversifying and promotion their tourism industry. For

instance, the Government of Colombia is promoting the industry to both foreign and

intemational investors seeking new opportunities (Newsweek, March 91995).

For Ghana, tourism development as pointed out earlier, is a new phenomenon.

However, the economic liberalisation policy of the government has paved the way for

direct involvement of trans-national corporation in Ghana's hotel business (Acheampong

1996).
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At a Donor Roundtable Conference on Tourism Development in Accra in April

1998, the Goveniment of Ghana saw tourism development as a vital sector to be nurtured

rapidly to address issues relating to poverty alleviation, job creation and rural

development (Alta Mills 1998:5). The assumption is that once tourism is embarked upon

it will solve all the problems of the nation. However not much of the negativc sides

associated with tourism development have been highlighted. The position has thus

compelled some writers to ask whether tourism development is a "blessing or a blight"

(Young 1973).

There have been major developments SlOce the launching of Ghana's 15-Ycar

Integrated Tourism Development Plan. For instance, in May, 1999, Ghana hostcd the

joint 33"' World Tourism Organisation (WTO) Commission for African Travcl

Association (ATA) annual congress and the Convocation of African Ministers of tourism.

That meeting was attended by 1,500 delegates from various parts of the world. About 50

African Ministers of Tourism and Hoteliers and tour operators who attended the mccting

agreed to support and canvass for investment in the scctor. For instance, Ghana and

Korea pledged to explore tourism potentials in the country for the benefit of the two

countries. The bargain is that while Korea takes on the training of Ghanaian tourism

officials and practitioners, Ghana on the other hand wi II open her doors tv Korean

investors in tourism.

Up to June 1999,780 new investments, the value of $1.3 billion were re registered

by the Ghana Investment Promotion Centre. Meanwhile, CHEVRON CORP is investing

512 billion over five years in Africa particularly in tourism related projects (Graphic,
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May 21 (991). The vice chairman of the Company, Mr. David O'Reilly said Chevron's

invesbnent is meant to serve as a "stimulus" for economic growth.

Ghana, for instance earned $347 million from the tourism sector in 2000 (Graphic,

May 8 2000). For the above stated reasons countries like Ghana are therefore,

developing their tourism potentials. But what seems to be the concern is whether the

relevant skilled personnel are available at the district levels to carry through the

programmes or the goodwill of the people can be guaranteed since tourism development

is closely linked up with the acceptance of the people. This chapter, therefore, examines

some issues on community participation as a concept.

2.2 COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN DEVELOPMENT

Development planning for the greater part of the 1950's remained largely

uncoordinated (Chambers 1983). Such plans thus were looked from within a very limited

scope as involving one discipline. Before then writers such as Snow (1959) interpreted

the problem as one of interdisciplinary difference and consequently popularised the idea

of "two cultures" one of scientists and one of literary intellectuals. These two groups of

people, Snow observed, had a gulf of mutual incomprehension, even hostility and dislike.

Snow examined some striking parallels of the inter-disciplinary gulf in Africa. Some

African regimes were largely anti-rural discouraging the rural population from expressing

their voice and from participating in matters affecting them. Politicians and planners who

were favourably inclined towards the rural areas often assumed that they knew what was

best for the rural areas without consulting the population (Chambers 1981: 34). Such a
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position largely explained the "top-down" pattern of approach in development which

largely cut off the people from their own supposedly projects.

Ghana has had its experiences of this '~op-down" model of planning under the local

system of administration. Decision-making therefore. took time because these bodics

created at the local areas had to refer decisions on mailers to a Ministry in Accra. which

bogged down with matters of national significance. was unable to react quickly enough to

problems referred from the local level. Thus the tempo of activity was slowed down

(New Local Government System 1996:37).

Development thinking now regards the "people" as partncrs in development and

hence the emphasis is on community involvement or participation in response to the

failed "top-down" model of planning.

2.3 CONCEPT OF COMMUNITY PARTICIPAnON: (CCP)

In Sub-Saharan Africa. the concept of "community" as describcd and used for

interventions is said to be less clear. Very often a number of the intervention

programmes described as "community-based" have targeted largely groups of onc sort or

the other. Hence such programmes do not diffuse into general population. This is the

vertical type of community as against the horizontal community which is a 6rouP of

people within a geographically defined area. Available evidence suggests howcver that

vertical communities with their shared identity and commitment have evolved

programmes that changed behaviour. This type of community although relcvant IS not

the focus of this study. For this purpose therefore Dei's definition which very much
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agrees with the horizontal community has been adopted to mean "a group of any size

whose members reside in a specific and historical heritage" (Dei 1997).

Community, therefore, in the above context may be located in a city or a rural

area. What is important here is that in these communities the people for whom projects

are meant must be actively engaged in those projects. In fact, the National Tourism

Development Plan for Ghana (1996-2010) docs recognise the need for community

involvement and village tourism. This outlook is very relevant because tourism

development in Ghana now is very much located in the rural areas of the districts, hence

the emphasis that rural development efforts (tourism no exception) should focus on local

peoples ''needs, constraints and priorities". By this focus, it is hoped that the local

people would manage their own transition to more efficient and sustainable resource use

to improve their well-being. This can only happen when the "indigenous people control

tourism" (Dei 1997).

The FAO has outlined guidelines for development strategies in the rural areas,

that:

(a) Rural development plans should be designed with the active participation of the

beneficiaries taking into consideration their perception of their own local need and

possibilities.

(b) The involvement of the local population, needs assessment and In project design

diminishes the need for large-scale costly and time-consuming survey.

(c) Rural development activities have greater chances of success if they are started on a

small-scale with a limited number of participants and a few selected activities

(Agriculture and Rural Development 1998).
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lbe inclusion of the communities in development planning underscores the fact

that every community has some limited capability and necessary resources in the

form of ideas, talents, skills and leadership assets however little the available amount

may be (Abatema 1995).

Milkovich et al (1991) described community participation or involvement as a

tool to conscientise rural communities about the need to change their deplorable

situation. Although earlier definition of community cuts across the urban rural

dichotomy Milkovich's definition very much fits into the rural setting where the

change he referred to is most required. What was expected to have changed was the

attitude of the people towards tourism development. However, it should also be

pointed out that community participation in such intervention is not necessarily

against that hopeless background which Milkovich et al have suggested. Rather such

interventions should enhance the communities' outlook. Milkovich and others may

have been influenced by their own comparatively rich background to always

associate diseases and squalor to the rural communities.

Murphy (1985) described community participation as a social process whereby

specific groups of people with shared needs living in a defined geographic area

actively pursue identification of their needs. take decisions and establish mechanism

to meet their needs.

One of the points this second definition has in common with the former is one of

the community existing in a location. The definition also has a few things in

common with the FAa's guidelines on development planning which mentions the

17



need for the communities to identify their planning which mentions the need for the

communities to identify their own needs and be involved in those project.

Based on the second definition five factors that must ensure and influence that

community participation have been identified. These five factors are:

The need for the community to identify its priority needs from the list of many

competing ones. This is known as the needs assessment.

Leadership quality development among the local community is also very essential

for mobilisation purposes.

The next factor is the need for organisation in order to avoid overlapping. The

community also needs to mobilise internal and external resources and strategise

towards them.

Finally, there IS the management of the available resources to ensure their

continued use.

Although these steps have been outlined it cannot be said to have been followed

in many development planning. In assigning some reasons Molefe (1996) said very

often community participation in especially rural communities is taken to mean the

contribution of labour towards the development of rural infrastructure. Molefe has

identified four attitudinal obstacles which affect rural people's involvement in

development efforts.

These are:

(i) Illiteracy: This causes inferiority complex. The point here is that people are afraid to

take part or to be fully involved, thinking that they cannot make worthwhile

contributions.
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(ii) Qni1plJls Md tradjtions: people tend to follow customs and traditions even if they

work against development The submissiveness of women and the second role positions

they are called to play are now being challenged in Ghana by gender advocates. These

groups are now putting pressure on government for equal opportunities for women in all

spheres of life. The govemment has even now established a Women Ministry to address

these gender related issues.

(iii) Dependency: People may have become so used to being dependent on the authorities

and other agencies that receiving hand-outs becomes a norm.

(iv) Apathy: People may accommodate their poverty and misery be accepting it as a way

oflife. They may be fearful of trying any innovation because it carries tremcndous risks.

Molefc called his approach to community participation as a "pcoplc ccntrcd

approach".

For sometime now. the involvement of the communities as a "bottom-up"

perspective has emerged in studies. Such studics have undcrlincd the necd for tourism

planners and developers to understand that tourism planning involves creating a "futurc

that is acceptable to the community and to others" (Fridgen 1991). This mcans that the

people at the local level where the tourism project is being cited hold the kcy to the

success of that venture. They may accept or rejcct that project depending on how it is

conceived, planned and implemented. The argument is that tourism relies heavily upon

the hospitality of local residents, who have both "the right and the obligation to become

involved in the planning process that will shape the future of their community and their

lives" (Fridgen 1991). The case for the local residents is that they will suffer and live all

their lives with the consequences of tourism development including increased numbers of
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people, increased use of roads and various economic and employment based effects. One

can conclude that·a project that is planned and constructed without the knowledge and

support of the local residents is likely to fail. Consequently, Fridgen points out that

anger, apathy or mistrust will ultimately be conveyed to the tourists and the slightest

signs of unwelcome will deter them. So therefore, the effective involvement of locals in

tourism planning in the form of a "bottom-up" kind of planning has become necessary

now than ever before in view of the conflicts and negative impacts inherent in tourism

development. For example, in the Green Turtle Cay of the Bahamas in the Caribbean in

the 1960s local residents clashed with tourists who visited the Island (La Flame, Annals

of Tourism Research 1979). The conflict at the Bahamas was over large numbers of

tourists far beyond the sauce carrying capacity. The resultant interaction with the

outsiders became superficial and in certain cases the tourists were ignored. Some other

changes were noted among the residents of Green Turtle Cay. Prominent among them

were major shifts in the lifestyles of the people, emphasis on imported manufactured

goods which affected the production of local food, local entrepreneurial skills in boat

building and the lure of women from their homes towards the industry. La Flame's

article provided some sociological insight into how values, attitudes and behaviour of

human societies or a whole nation can impinge on tourism as an industry.

There are some other instances of confrontation especially where tourists begin to

show lack of sensitivity towards the locals and what they consider to be sacred (Gatner

1996). For instance, in February 1974, a tour group from an American school visited

Thailand. Six of the students climbed on to a statue of the Buddha which they wanted to

photograph. Local people were shocked, and called in the police who arrested the young
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people. On the following day the students were fined $50 each. The students were all

members of a religious group and when the head of this denomination heard the news, he

stated that he didn't see why the students should be punished because they didn't believe

in the Buddha and so no sacriledge was committed.

At the Kenyan Amboseli National Park severe tourist congestion has been

reported (Lea 1988) mueh to the ehagrin of the locals. Lea again pointed out that in

Bangkok, sex tourism is a booming business. More than half a million women are

reported as working in the sex industry, some 200,000 of whom are prostitutes living in

Bangkok. In relation to prostitution Cohen (1972) identified a eare free altitude towards

sex in some Third World eountries to be responsible for the growth of a sexual dimension

to travel.

Overall tourism planning and development, therefore, should carefully consider

the desires and preferences of the local communi tiCS should result in improving thc

communities (Archer 1973).

Dei describes community participation as "orgaDised efforts of thc local people

themselves to make sustainable usc resources". The pUlOt Dei makes is thal<.:ummunlty

participation is strongly influenced by ethnic and cultural factors as Molck rightly

identified earlier. Therefore he points out that If governments imposc tourISm

development without consultation it might initiate eonflicts as have alrcady been

demonstrated in the Green Turtle Cay and Kenya. For the above reason, Dei says the

"opportunities for the control of tourism must be in the hands of the indigenous people

and that tourism should be demand driven". Evidence of this conflict has also been

evidenced in the case of the Kakum National Park in the Central Region. In an
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unpublished work of Awusabo-Asare and Abane of the University of Cape Coast

community participation under the title "In whose interest7"the two writers identified that

one of the expectations of the people around the Kakum Park was that as the tourism

industry grew there will be jobs for individuals. The study on the other hand observed,

however, that by the start of 1998 only 37 persons were working at the Park. This, to the

writers "was a great disappointment to the villagers". 1 he study identified sueh

consequences on the people as disruption of their economic live their serene

environments and traditional ways of life. The result of all these is that lhe affected

farmers in and around the Park have been infiltrating into it and even threalened taking

baek their eeonomie lands.

The same situation is also unfolding in the Kyabobo !'Jational Park at Nkwanta in

the Volta Region. Although the government acquired the Reserve as far back as In~ the

eight eommunities: (Shiare; Kyilinga, Kromase. Odomi. Keri. Kue. Paw a and Gekrongl

are still resisting the government acquisition. Inf'let when the GBC·Ncws tl::.t0l in I-IU

visited Shiare in 1997 to do a documentary on the Rcsenc fOf tourism prumotlOn the

team was chased out of the village and accused of being agcnb uf government cumlng to

"deceive" and deprive them of their ancestral lands.

Whatever level the community partiCipatIon is being advocated, the bottom line IS

!hat there must be a greater involvement of the local eommunily III lhe development of

local tourism. This will ensure local control over the direction of tourism de\elopment

and utilise local resources to increase employment and economic benefits to the

community. Where residents have the impreSSIOn lhat tourism is III the hands of
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outsiders, in the fonn of big companies and hotel chains. loelll people reellllo,~' IIlienllted

from the industry (Cohen 1998).

The expectation is that the "people-centered" Illodel will hl'lp elil11inllle em,lliets

and enhance sustainability. The diagram below shows II n",del or planning with

communities.
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This model of planning with the communities emphasises on the need for consultation

Dei (2000).
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with the target groups. The same emphasis has also been captured in the government's

new planning system (Local Government publication 1996),

FIGURE 2.2:
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SollTCe: (LOCAL GOVERNMENT SYSTEM 1996).

The diagram (Fig 2.2) provides that local people (communities) must participate

in the formulation of the District Development Plan. This means that planning at the

district level starts with the communities problem, goals and objectives from Unit

Committee level through the Town/Area/Urban/Zonal Councils to the District

Assemblies. The approved plan is then sent to the Regional Co-ordinating Council for

co-ordination and haml0nization with the plans of other District Assemblies in the

region.

2.4 "SBC MODEL (AN ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE STUDY).

Since the development and the sustenance of the industry will depend on the

goodwill of the people, information flow from top to bottom and vice-versa is important

in the whole process of tourism development. Within the above context, therefore, the

study has adopted the "Steps To Behaviour Change" (SBC) Model to help assess the

level of community awareness and participation in the current tourism development

process in the study area. The Model is discussed in this chapter.

These Models are developed or designed to help researchers to describe and

explain relationship and behaviour of phenomenon. A variety of models have, therefore,

been developed. An example is what is discussed below.
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2.4.1 "SUC" (STEPS TO BEHAVIOUR CHANGE) MODEL

This framework was first developed for use in family planning and reproduclivc

health by Population Communication Services (Phyllis 1997). Thc framcwork is an

adoptation of diffusion of innovations Iheory and Ihe imputJoutpUI Persuasion model.

The SCB Model consists of five major stages of ehangcs knowledge, approval, intenlion,

practice and advocacy (KAIPA) The five stages and sixlecn sleps are shown below wilh

some adaptations.

(I) KNOWl.EDGE:

I. Recalling ofmessages.

2. Understands Ihe issues at slakc.

3. Ability to name ilem and source (s) of supply.

(2) APPROYAI.:

4. Responds favourably to messages.

5. Ability to discuss issues among themselves.

6. Thinks, friends and community approve of project.

7. Approves of project.

(3) INTENTION:

8. Recognises that project can meel a personal and community nccd.

9. Intends to consult a provider.

10. Intends to initiate project at some time.

(4) PRACTICE:

11. Goes to provider of informalion / supplies services.

12. Ability to model and begins project.
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13. Continues on the project/issue.

(5) ADVOCACY;

14. Experiences and acknowledges personal benefits of family planning

IS. Advocates practice to others.

16. Support programmes in the community.

The "SBC" framework shows how individuals and groups progress from knowledge

to sustained behaviour change and advocacy. The framework recognises that people

move through several intermediate steps before they change their behaviour. Again. the

framework further points out that people usually need different messages and sometimes

different approaches. whether interpersonal communication. community mobilisation or

mass media.

The framework is being adopted because of its flexibility. In this instance the family

planning components have been substituted with tourism related questions which made it

possible to identify the "media" particularly the radio as the most reliable source of

information (Tables 4.1 & 4.2).

2.5 CONCLUSION

Researchers in recent times have shown that the pace of development ca, be

quickened particularly in the rural communities with the introduction of rural tourism

with the course "committed" local community participation. The argument is against the

observed phenomenon of conflicts where such beneficiary communities have been left

out in planning processes. To ensure responsible and sustainable tourism community

participation becomes the most favoured concept as meaning the concerted efforts of the
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lout people themselves to make sustainable use of their resources (Bjaras et al. 1991).

This calls for greater involvement of the people in the identification of their needs and

priorities and willingness to participate in the resultant projects for their benefits and

sustainability.
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CHAPTER THREE

STUDY AREA, METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION AND BACKGROUND

OF RESPONDENTS

3.1 INTRODUCTION

The data gathering for this study has not been an easy one, The difficulties arose

because the study was carried out in the communities which were rather skeptical of the

entire research and demanded either monies or drinks at almost every point of interaction,

The ordeal however widened our horizons as to what to expect in future in conducting

such rural-based research especially in a developing country like Ghana,

3.2 STUDY AREA

The study area is Akatsi district. (See Map), It is one of the fairly new districts in the

country, It was carved out of the KelU District on 10'h March, 1981, under Legislative

Instrument (Ll) No, 1470.

The district covers mainly the Avenor and the Ave traditional areas, The people of

these two areas are mainly Ewes believed to be among the first group of Ewe people that

migrated from Notsie in Togo to settle in the Volta Region in the 18'h century. The

Avenors covered the South and Aves the North of the district. Akatsi is the district

capital.

The Akatsi district covers about 906.45 square kilometres with a population of

90,527 out of which 52% are female. It lies in the south eastern part of the Volta Region

and bounded on the south by the Keta and on the north by Ho district, the west by South
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Tongu district and on the north by Ho dist";ct and the Republic of Togo, Akatsi is one

major town after Aflao and they both lie on the ECOWAS Highway,

The Tordzie River is the main drainage channel. Monlhly temperature flueluates

between 26° and 28°,C. Rainfall is between IOO-200em, There is double maximum

rainfall with the main rainy season in May-June and Ihe minor rains in Seplember-

November, The vegetation of the district is made up of coastal savannah in the south

dominated by grassland in the north,

3.2.1 THE ECONOMY

About 75% of the inhabitants arc farmers who undertake I<JOd-erop farming and

animal husbandry, The people arc largely subsistent farmers, Ilowever, there arc

pockets of commercial [anns, especially of vegetables. Two agricultural companies arc

currently growing vegetables and between them employ about X5 people (Akalsi Disl""1

publieation,1998), About 11,530 hectares of larmland arc cultivated annually with an

average family size of 3 persons per hectare,

The only medium-scale farm in thc district is Ihe !'aram Farm at Akalsi, which

grows vegetables for export, The faml exports on the average 256, 26IJKg of assorted

vegetables annually and employs about 21 local hands,

Black berry, oil palm, cashew and improvL':d mango and sugan.:am: arc alsu

cultivated in the district.

In the livestock seclor, commercial callie production is mainly in the central zune

of the district where there is abundant fodder. Meanwhile, the district is noted f(Jr ils
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improved cattle breed-the Snngn, Sheep. ll'lnl~. ~wi"e ",,,I I'""llry a'" alsll 1",,,hll,,',1 ,II' a

~man·scale,

Markel dnys rnn on cvery Iinh day and ",InI" alllllll~ Ihe Ihree IlIUI"r Ill""s Illlhlll

the district (Akatsi. Ave-Dnkl'n alld Ave-Aliadellyi~ha), rh,' AkalS! Il,ark,'1 IS Ih,' IlIlSll'sl

with considerable palrollagc,

The monufncturing sector is :-ilill \IIHknh.'\'\"'h1Ill'\I.

blacksmithing. buskclry and IlInl Weal'ill~ ,':1lI he id"lllilkd,

3.1.1 CUI,TlIRE I FESTIVAI,S

lit 1\\ 1..'\'\,,'1', 1..':11111..'111:11'\,

With the exception or the district rnpllal, ;\\..at .... i. all 01111.'1' Sl,'lIh:IlH'llls III 1IIl'

dislrict nl'c mainly !"llml which huvc stmllg dispt1silinn Inwards Il'sll\'als, There :11\' ,lin'I.'

principal ones which UI'C celebrated cVI.'l'y Yl':It' lind draw IIHlUY lll.'opk 1101111.' dl11'i lip, tho.st'

times, These mlljoriestivllis nrc Ihe "llll~hl'l"", Agl1l'li/a" ,,"d "1ll'1l1':1I"",

(8) "HOGB1~ZA"This is cclcbl'lltl.·d dllril1~ till' SlTtllld WI,,.d; til'l h'l'l'lllhn l'odl Yl':!1' ttl

COnlll1ClUorutc the migrutilll1 or thl' UlIl'I.'slms til' tlu.' AVl'l1or l11'tlpk' Ihllll Ihl'll

ancestral homc, Avcnol'-KelllklJl~ In till: Ih'puhlil.' or 'l'o)),U, As 111 tllhn purls Ill'Oll'

region, the 1-logbc7.u prOVides 1111 Ol'l'i1,'iitln ur htlllll."·l.'tllllillg IiII' all AVl.'lIt1r pl'llpk \0

deliberatc on social und CC0l10l1lk IsslIes IiII' tIll.' lk'Vl,.. ltlpllll.'nl til' IhI.' tllslril'l

The chul'lIeleristic le:lIlires or the lesllvIlI Illeltilic rl'l'olll'ili:lIioll, 11I1I"ls,

purificalion of clan shrincs und u congress oj' tilt.' chil'l;; lind pt.'lIpk. Tl'lldiliolllll

drumming and doncing arc a C0l11111011 fculufC 01' such Icstivnls.
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(b) THE"AGBELIZA" (CASSAVA FESTIVAL)

This is celebrated by the Avenorfedo community. It is celebrated in the first week of

August each year to recognise the importance of cassava in the life of the people. The

main feature of this festival has always been the exhibition of variety of cassava products

like gari, tapioca, yakayaka, chips, doughnuts and bread. At this festivals the best

cassava farmer is honoured.

(b) "DENYAZA" Unlike the other two festivals, Hogbeza, the Denyaza is celebrated

locally in a number of communities around Easter or Christmas. The festival has been

planned in such a way as to coincide with major festivitics in order to gct a good number

of the citizens to donate either in kind or cash towards devclopment projccts.

Apart from the festivities these occasions are mcant for re~iewing allegiance to thc

chiefs and more importantly to showcase the arca's culture. Thc showcasing of the area's

culture has become a major tourism attraction which almost all the traditional areas in the

region are now using to attract tourists. Incidentally. among the fastest growing segments

of tourism now are the types of these celebrations (Mcintosh 1995). Many local fcstivals

originally designed to entertain local residents have grown to allract visitors from outside.

Such events allow a region or community to celebratc its uniqucness, promotc itsclC

develop local pride and estimates its economic well-being. The International Festivals

Association estimates that every year between 50,000 and 60,000 half-day to one day

events and 5,000 or more festivals of two days or longer are organised (Melntosh 1995).

These festivals can provide sources of income if they are properly tapped (Getz 1990).

However, a word of caution is needed here against the tendency of some people to

commercialise these traditional festivals as observed in Papua New Guinea. Precisely at
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Goroka traditional native performances have been revived for tourists, the best known

being those by the Asaw valley mudmen. However, the mudmen have never had control

of their operation; performances are negotiated with the promoter by middlemen (Pearce

1995; Cohen 1982).

3.2.3 SOCIAL SERVICES

From interviews held with heads of some social service institutions in the district

the under-development of the district came to the fore in terms of road network, posts and

telecommunications, health and banking.

3.2.4 ROADS

This sector is still developing. Akatsi is linked to Dzodzc and Dcnu. Ziope,

Sogakofe, Anyako, Adidome and Keta by first and second class roads. An intemational

highway, the Accra-Aflao-Lome-Lagos Highways runs through the district.

Other roads include the Akatsi-Wute-Ziope, Abor-Avenorfcme, Akatsi-Tuime-

Kpodzi-Adzikame, Akatsi-Agbedrafor, Akatsi-Bator-Ohawu and Akatsi-Live. Footpaths

link the many rural settlements in the district. Although these roads have been

mentioned, the district's outlook in terms of social serviee must be improved upon. The

Akatsi District assembly has rightly outlined some priority road networks for

construction. Since tourism involves the movement of people either by air, road or sea

the relationship between transportation and tourism development is vital. Good road

network and access to tourist sites are prerequisites for the development of any

destination.
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3.2.5 TELECOMMUNICATION

This is not well developed. However, Capital Telecom provides special services.

This is limited only to the District Assembly and the District Chief Executive's residence.

Although Ghana Telecommunication company has providcd a booth in town in addition

to a few private communication centres, the lines have not been very good. The Rcgional

Director of Ghana Telecom, Mr. Douglas Wagba, indicated that Akatsi has bccn

programmed to receive additional lines undcr the new digital systcm. At the time of

writing this report work was progressing for the complcte change ovcr from thc WILL

System to the digital. Good telecommunication link is a necessary ingrcdient m the

development of tourism as tourists and the people alike would like to communicate home

or transact business from their hotel rooms. Thc new world mformallon tcchnology has

made the world one global entity so that any nation that docs not move along with the

rest of the world will be left behind in tern,s of technology.

3.2.6 HEALTH

The Akatsi district has ekven health faeililies Illvc ,tate-owned and SIX pn vatcly

owned) which provide preventive and curative ser\lees. and Maternal and Child Health

(MCH) Services. Some of the health facilities arc Akatsi Health Centre, AvenorlCdo

Health Post, Dakpa Health Centre and Gefia Health Post.

The health sector is thus very crucial not only for tounsm development but for the

general well being of the people.
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3.2.7 HOTELS

This is an area which is now developing. With the exception of the newly 2-Star

Magava Hotel there is no other major hotel. Hotel accommodation is an essential

component of tourism, given that any definition of tourism involvcs a stay away from

home. The accommodation becomes the psychological base for thc tourist during his or

berstayaway(Cooperetal. 1993; Wahab 1975).

iu METHODS OF DATA COLLECTION

The sources of information for the study were of two typcs:

(a) Primary sources, including all materials collccted in the field and (b) secondary sourccs

derived from the Akatsi District Asscmbly.

I

!
t
I

i

For the primary sources a comprehensivc list of houses was obtained from the Akatsi

District Assembly.

During the pre-test on the field twenty of the houses were randomly pIcked and speCIfic

semi-structured questions on perception. occupation, knowledge and time were asked

potential respondents each in every house to assess the trend or the study Itselr On the

whole, the results obtained were informative, although a number of respondents were

unwilling to be interviewed while others would just not answer particular questions be ause

they believed we were wasting their time.

The secondary sources include the District Assembly records. A great deal of tllne was

spout flipping through those papers to obtain relevant documents for the study. Nevertheless.

lbe little information that was obtained on the socIa-economic background of the district
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en/IanCed the study analysis, These infonllalion included.llllll nil "'X lI11d ll~l' disll'ihll"'",

mll'i181 statuS and cducationollevels.

Infonnation from the dish'h.'t Poslul und Telccoll\I1\UIlI\.'utHIl\ l'lUHl'l\llIl'S, lihal\n WIlll'l

Company and Electricity Compnlly ofllhnnu nlSll pWYl'd \\.'1)" USl,rU! h1 1I\l' sllld\

A few published and unpublished untn \\'1111,.'11 "'l'rl' Ilhl:lIlll,,'d lhllll ,SOllll' ll'llll'd

Finally the data on the sl1cio Cl'l1lH.J1llil' hlld.~I·Ul1lhl "rlhe rl':-iplllldl'I\Co,; l'nh:llll'l'd till' ... lud,

analysis.

3.3.1 IN·DEPTH INTERVI~:W

In an attempt to obtain more deluded dillllllll till' ... lall' III ..,1 III Ie 1I11hl\ ... "., \ In'''' I"", III

depth interviews were held with the dlslnl,:llll'ad ... til Ihl' ulllll\ l,'lllllp;llllC'" llll Ihl'll C'p;lIhlllll

programmes for the district. Thl'sl' pnl\llkd lll\'uillahlt' ... llppll'llIl'llLII\ 11lhllllialltlll .llld 111

the case ofihc rural-based rcspOndl'l\l~, lIh.:ludl'l\ IIlhlllll11I111l1 lIlI pl'l"llll,l1l·\lll'lll'lll'l". 11\ Ihl'

cascofoplOion leudcn;;.mlonnuIIlHl w"" llhlilllll'd tllllhl'll l'\Pl'l'Lllltlll"

3J.1 OBSERV AnON

This mclttod of uhtallllng dal"l wa" \I"l'd III hllllll'"'' IlJa!l'llid" ~~dlhl'll'd hili II IlIl'

field (Burgess I'iK2; Bulmer 1'1771
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11Ie population figutt c:onsi~ for 1M study sample frame \\ as the I'lS-4 <"nStIS

census pve 1M li~ of this <at~ as -40.1>+1,

nature (Twumasi 19St>l,

3.3.4 SA.\fPLlNG TECHN1Ql'E

(Twumasi 199b\.
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3.3.5 Q!JESTIONNAIRE CONSTRUCTION

The questionnaire contained forty-four questions of close and open ended nature.

They were divided into six modules and elicited responses in the following areas.

(a) Perception

(b) Awareness / Knowledge

(c) Resources

(d) Attitudes / Advocacy

(e) Involvement / Practice

(I) Socio-economic indicators.

3.3.6 QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTRAnON

The same questionnaire was administered to both the community and District

Assembly members.

3.3.7 PILOT SURVEY AND PRE-TEST

A reconnaissance was done from November 22"" to 24th
, 1998. The

reconnaissance identified problems which made the researcher conscious of some of the

difficulties involved in the research.

One of the field problems encountered was accessibility which was exarcebated

by the intermittent rains. The fact that name of the research team members had any

means of transport made the research quite difficult if not an impossible task.
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nature (Twumasi 1986).

JJJ SAMPLE FRAME AND SIZE

The population figure considered for the study sample frame was the 1984 census

figure of 80,968. However, the target population is 15 year olds and above and the 1984

censuS gave the figure of this category as 40,644.

f A sample size of 300 was originally taken. However problems of time, money

! and logistics compelled the researcher to scale down the sample size to 200 for the

! community and the fifty-two member District Assembly. Therefore the total sample size

! taken for the study was 252. However a sample size of 200 is accepted in a survey of this

i

3.3.4 SAMPLING TECHNIQUE

The Systematic Sampling technique was employed to select the number of houses

from which all those above J5 years became the respondents. ThiS technique was

selected because of its usage in large sample and household suney. It is perhaps ·'one of

the most commonly used selected procedures in conducting large scale ~urvcy studies"

(Twumasi 1986).

Comprehensive list of houses was obtamcd from the District Assembly.

Randomly picked number 3 card from among ten and thus selected e\ery 3'" hou ; till

the sample size of 200 was arrived at.

From the fieldwork out of the projected 252 respondents 212 were returned.

These included 42 representing 80.7% of assembly members and 170 larger communtty

representing 85%.
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3.3.5 QUESTIONNAIRE CONSTRUCTION
•

The questionnaire contained forty-four questions of close and open ended nature.

They were divided into six modules and elicited responses in the following areas.

(a) Perception

(b) Awareness I Knowledge

(c) Resources

(d) Attitudes I Advocacy

(e) Involvement I Practice

(I) Socio-economic indicators.

3.3.6 QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTRAnON

The same questionnaire was administered to both the community and District

Assembly members.

3.3.7 PILOT SURVEY AND PRE-TEST

A reconnaissance was done from November 2211l.i to 24 th
, 1998. The

reconnaissance identified problems which made the researcher conscious of some of the

difficulties involved in the research.

One of the field problems encountered was accessibility which was exarcebated

by the intermittent rains. The fact that name of the research team members had any

means of transport made the research quite difficult ifnot an impossible task.
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I
Pre-test was conducted in Ho on five (5) respondents, This was done 1'1'0111 20'''_

22"d April. 1999, The outcome of the pilot study helped to revise the trunslation of the

word "tourist" in the loeallanguage,

Apart from the revision of the word "toorist" the pilot study gave the indication

that once tourism is mentioned one thinks in terms of the 'white-man', Thi, we\.' later

confirmed in the stody when many of the respondents lirst and loremost mentioned the

whiteman from overseas. This put us on guard when the researchers went out into the

field. We needed to explain to many of the researchers went out into the lield, We

needed to explain to many of the respondents the possibility of having intcnwl tourists

who could be 'blacks' or other Africans. It was a very chalk:nging cxpl'ricl1cc trying to

explain the issue to the people, The ehal1enge thus on hand as Ghana develops her

tourism industry is to intensify the education of the people on Ihis whole husiness or

tourism promotion,

Another problem which the pilot study idenlilied and later conlinned hy the study

was the tendency of people in the rural arcas not to divulge persunal inlonnation to

people outside or strangers, In fact this attitude is also confirmed by Baker cl al in their

study on Rural-Urban Dichotomy in Developing World, They pointed oul the difficulty

of the rural folks in giving such information which may be used by the auth"nties. for

instance, "to extract more taxes" (Baker et al. 1992),

U.8 METHODS OF DATA ANALYSIS

The study analysis has been positioned within the "SBe" model on social change

using simple deduction and interpretation,
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14 1111 SOCIG-£CONOMIC PROFILE Of RE"'PO~D[~TS

TlUI lCC'Iion presents statistical tables on age. cdulo73l1on. \....~..:up.1t1on and other

r.... 3.2

Ace dlltrlbutlon or AIHmbl)'memb(,n and Ihe la~er Communil~:

AGE ASSEMBLY

GROUP No

-
Under 20 3

I

20-29 I 10

30-39 15

40-49

I
4

SQ.S9 4

60 and aoove 6

---- -----

Total 42

- 'IT,\IBtBl KS I \Ioh ,I K ~t \\I\1l

,. ,.
,,,

,
I" , I '"" "

~J X"" " "i"
. "

." '" htl J:'" .,"

9_~"" ('/1 .l~ S""

l) 'i" " 1, S" ". "

14 ~u "
,

~ 9""

IOU"" I'll I Uti" "

.1

t.

In Table 3.2 the age groups han..'lx'.:n ,.:llI~Il.'r.:J llx th.: "lHpo~':" IJf (011\ ..'111("111':(" .

From the side of Asscmblyl1lcmhcrs the hIghest llulllb':f of rC~pl,.)nJL'nts h.:s 11\ thl.'

30·39 age category with 15 n:sponJcnl.... The same I,:an be said of the largcrcoml1lunit)

with 60 respondents. However, the 1\\0 sides agulIl record th.: same..' least Ilumtx:r of J

respondents each for Ihe under 20 age group .:ategory. On the least number of

respondents the assembly side of the table record a tic of 4.4 tor the 41-50 and 51-60 age

groups as against S least respondents in Ihe 61 and above age .:ategory.
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3.4 THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE OF RESPONDENTS

This section presents statistical tables on age, education, occupation and other

infonnBtion relevant to the objectives of the study. Two tables are presented in each case

and these cover Assembly members on one hand and the community on the other.

Tables 3.2

Age distribution of Assemblymembers and the larger Community:

AGE ASSEMBLY MEMBERS LARGER COMMUNITY

% No. o·
GROUP No. '0

Under 20 3 7.1% 3 1.7%

20-29 10 23.8% 9 5%

30-39 15 35.7% 60 35%

40-49 4 9.5% 66 38.8%

50-59 4 9.5% 27 15.8%

60 and above 6 14.2% 5 2.9%

Total 42 100% 170 100%

In Table 3.2 the age groups have been clustered for the purposes of convenience.

From the side of Assemblymembers the highest number of respondents lies in the

30-39 age category with 15 respondents. The same can be said of the largercommunity

with 60 respondents. However, the two sides again record the same least number of 3

respondents each for the under 20 age group category. On the least number of

respondents the assembly side of the table record a tie of 4.4 for the 41-50 and 51-60 age

groups as against 5 least respondents in the 61 and above age category.
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Table 3.3

Sex Distribution of Assemblymembers

Sex No %

Male 35 83.3%

Female 7 16.7%

Total 42 100%

Table 3.3 indicates more males than females at the Akatsi District Assembly. In actual

fact there are eight established female members.

Table 3.4

Sex distribution of Communities

Sex No %

Male 129 75.9%

Female 41 24.1%

Total 170 100%

Table 3.4 also shows more male respondents than female respondents. The two

Tables (3.3 & 3.4) reveal very striking differences between male and female respondents

in terms of numbers. Although the study was not geared towards finding out lhe

particularities of gender involvement or participation, the picture presented by the Iabies

highlight the current debate in the country about giving equal opportunities to women in

all spheres oflife.

From Table 3.3 seven women out of the eight established Assemblymembers did

complete the questionnaire. However, the male female ration did not reflect any

appreciable balance. Since membership to the Assemblies was largely elective it follows

41



,
I
!
I
[

tberefore that certain stereotypes arc still prevailent among the people as to the

capabilities of females and hence the harrowing gender variance. This picture or

phenomenon is not new. Sullivan et al (1980) commenting on similar situation in the US

say "while women are a numerical majority in our society, they comprise a minority

group". He said like blacks, they still have an unequal access to valued resources and

suffer discrimination on many fronts". The same picture can be said of Ghana since

women also form the majority. The Akatsi experience is a far cry from the strong point

being made on women liberation or gender awareness emerging on the Third World

landscape including Ghana. Writing on this women emancipation years back Burgess

(1986) noted that the issue concerned with the wider patterns of disadvantage and

inequality in politics, education and the laboor market. The stercotypes about men and

women on their roles have been blamed on Sigmund Freud's theories of psychosexual

development that biology is destiny. Although the theory has been WIdely criticised the

Freudian theory has occupied a position of considerable stature in the social scientific

community over the years and has had a tremendous impact on popular though. Ghana's

position sparks off the Freudian bias which has bcen exareebated by the cultural

stereotypes on sex roles which largely relegate women to the background. These

differences, according to Burgess (1986) have otien clustered together to produce what

has been described as the continuing and deep-rooted patterns of inequality between the

sexes.
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Table 3.5

Occupational CharaGterlstlcs of Al5cmblymemben 10 the Aka.s. Distrfct

occupation No.

Teaching 14

,--

Business -
-'------ -

Driving -
.'_.. - , I

Fanning 15

_. -- - - -

Civil Service 3

.-- - -

Opinion Leaders 7

,----- ' -

Undecided 3

-- --
Total 42

---._-

35.T%

16.X%

7.1'%

'.

a··~·'"
' ,. ~

.' ,

'"
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Table 3.6

Og:upationaJ Charaderjstjcs of Community Members

j
j

I
I
~

Occupation No. %

Teaching 33 19.4

Business - -

Driving 3 1.8

Farming 48 28.2

Civil Service 39 22.9

Opinion Leaders 20 1\.8

Students II 3.5

Trader 6 1 ')0'._ /0

Typist 2 \.2%

Carpenter 2 1.2%

Dressmaking 2 1.2%

Community Worker 2 1.2%

Goldsmith 2 \.2%

Total 170 100%

Table 3.6 shows varying occupational difference in temlS of vocation among the

community respondents.

It is observed from Table 3.5 that in the Akatsi district fafiling is the most

predominant occupation of the people. The two Tables 3.5 & 3.6 indicate highest
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....u.. 15 and 48 respondents respective!) for fannmg. The p1..:'lurc can be

I exlIIjIC' 2 ~ to reflect !he character of the dlStnet as rn,dommatcl) .gn,'ultural The
I
! 1\ICf'IF subsistaK'e rann size IS 0.5 acres (Dlsln,,', Plan. 1Q~4) and the maJl)r aop.;. arc

was tht- casc in the edul.:ational st3tu~ III TahJ.: ~ -

TaI* 3.7

icI.-IiOD u\-el. or A•..,mbl) membe...

-l - "
:1 -l : , -
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I i None
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.

4 . College Lnl\

5 ; Post Gradual
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numbers, IS and 48 respondents respectively for fanning. The picture can be

extrapolated to reflect the character of the district as predominately agricultural. The

average subsistence fann size is 0.5 acres (District Plan, \999) and the major crops are

maize, cassava, sweet potatoes, cow pea, groundnut and tobacco.

Three respondents in the Assembly could not identify their occupational status as

was the case in the educational status in Table 3.7.

Table 3.7

Education Levels of Assembly members

i ' ..

Female Male Totals

Level No % No %

I None I 2.3 2 4.7 7.0

2 Primary \ 2.3 9 21.4 23.7

3 Middle Sec. Jss 3 7.\ 12 28.5 35.6

4 Conege University 2 4.7 2 4.7 9.4

5 Post Graduate - - 4 9.5 9.4

6 Undecided 4 9.5 2 4.7 6.7

Total II 25.9 31 73.5 100%
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Table 3.8

Educaliou Levels of Assembly Members

Female Male Totals

Level No % No % Totals

I None - - - -

2 Primary I 0.5 3 1.7 2.2

3 Middle Sec. Jss 30 17.6 12 28.5 71.7

4 College. University 10 5.8 2 4.7 23.4

5 Post Graduate - 0 4 2.3 2.3

6 Undecided - -

Total 41 237 129 75.7 100%

The two Tables (3.7 & 3.8) on education representing the position of

Assemblymembers and the larger community reyeal some points convergence and

divergence. The tables indicate that the highest number of respondents hold either the

Middle School Leaving Certificate lMSLC): or General Certificate of Education or Basic

Education Certificate on their respective arcas. While Table 3.7 shows 15 out of 42

respondents Table 3.8 read 122 for the community out of 170 respondents who possess

those certificates. One striking thing about the Assemblymembers was that six were

undecided as to their level of educational background. However. that did not OCcur with

the community respondents. Perhaps at the assembly level the reason for the refusal

could be one of shame to disclose their real educational level as Assemblymembers. The

situation in the circumstances sounds credible for complaints have been rife in parts of
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the region as to the level of competence ofa large number of Assemblymembers to really

grasp national policies and issues as they relate to development in order to make critical

analysis ofprograrnmes.

At the community level it was easier to assess the educational levels through

further probing. Sometimes the levels were directly indicated to the ficld assistants.

From the two Table 3.7 & 3.8 the Middle/Sec.!BECE dominate. For the

Assemblyrnembers it forms 35.7% of the 42 respondents while it forms 71.8% of the total

170 community respondents.

The general low academic level is bound to have effect on debates in the

assemblies. The fact is that people must be well informed and knowledgeable about

issues in order to make informed decision which seem to be the headache of many of the

District chief Executives that I spoke to during the research. Although one cannot lay

premium on academic qualification as an index for effective participation in the

assemblies, it is an issue worth considering by the people during subsequent district level

elections in order to raise the quality of debate in the assemblies. Stretching this

argument further, one agrees with Baker (1992) when he argues that high degrees of

illiteracy may severely limit the range of economic and social opportunities open to an

individual and by extension, exacerbate personal disorientation and frustration.

The problem the district is currently dealing with is the poor quality of education

at the basic level. The problem was identified during the School Performance

Assessment Meeting (SPAM) conducted in 1998. The District has been recruiting' A'

level holders as untrained teachers to fill some of the vacancies in the schools.
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35 sUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The core of the chapter has been devoted to understanding the socio-economic

stalUS of the people of the AkalSi district.

Significantly, the study revealed for the greater part a male dominated bias right

from the Assembly level to the larger community. While women form 19', of the total

number of the Assembly. the males form 80.9',. The same picture occurrcd at the largcr

community level i.e. 24% women and 73.9', male. This picture indeed afTected the

overall outlook in tenns of gender representation. The oYt?rali female percentage is

23.1% while the males foml the greater percentage of -6.S l
)(l. The gender imbalance at

the Assembly level is already established. Howc\"er. at the \,.'\..)mmunity level the

difficulty of readily getting the female respondents tl.f the e\.t?fClse came to the fore.

Much time was spent to con,"ince and work them inti..) it and that unfortunately did not

favour us since the study was constrained with time. So. therefore. the work went aht.~ad

accepting which ever woman within the qualit~·ing age to become a respondent. Cultural

stereotypes in the Ghanaian context ha\'e rJther madt: lssues worse and seems to suggest

that the present cry in the country for gender equality will not be an easy escapc hatch as

some fantasize. The issuc calls for an intensi\'c education to break through thc cultural

barriers (McNicol 1997).
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Community participation has become central in the designing and implementation

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN TOURISM DEVELOPMENT AND OTHER

r
;1

I
;
I
I 4.1 INTRODUCTION

I
I,

CHAPTER FOUR

ISSUES FROM THE FIELD.

of decisions and projects. Thc traditional approach in Ghana has been top-down and

highly centralised. The approach, therefore, sought to define national goals and objcctives

from the perspective of a few staff of ministries and other central government agcncies,

without any consultations with or participation of the people who were thc ultimate

beneficiaries ofsuch plans.

Such an approach has many disadvantages including the "insensitiveness to

1996:36).

Acts 462 and 480 have been passed to address defects in the projects planning and

community aspirations for local level development initiative" (Local Govt. system

I
1
1

:1
f implementation stages. The Acts accordingly designate the

distriet/munieipaUmetropolitan assembly to oversee the overall development of the district

and ensure that the local people, i.e. communities are involved in the fonnation of the

district development plans. The thinking now is for much involvement of the local peop!"

to avoid conflict situations which might endanger tourism development. For this mattcr

Dei (1997) argues in defence and maintains that the community involvement pennits a

greater degree oflocal control over the direction of tourism development. However active

participation also hinges on education in order to make an infonnation input.
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World travel picked up mostly after the I" and 20d World wars, After these wars,

people became anxious to travel and put their war time anguish behind them, In fact

according to Fridgen (1991), writers and commentators have referred to the post war

period as a "glorious time for travel",

For Sub-Saharan Africa, with the exception of East and South Africa tourism has

been on a rather low key,

In Ghana, tbe period 1972-85 marked the first attempt at formulation of a tourism

policy. In 1973 the then Ghana Tourist Corporation was split by NRC Decree 244 into a

Ghana Tourist Control Board (GTCB) and Ghana Tourism Development Company

(GTDC). The argument was that the national tourist organisation could not function

effectively as an entrepreneur.

In 1975 a new national tourism policy paper was published which invited private

sector investors, foreign and locals to invest in the sector-either on their own or in

partnership with the State. By 1986 a huge expansion in foreign tourist arrivals was

recorded and this, Acheampong (1986) said compelled the government to make tourism a

national priority.

In Ghana's new local government system the Regional Co-ordinating Councils

(RCCs) exist to "co-ordinate and monitor" development efforts by the Districl

Assemblies. Consequently, one of the main preoccupations of the Assemblies now is to

showcase the investment and the tourism potentials in their respective areas, Out of the

12 districts in the Volta Region, only the Akatsi and the Hohoe districts have organised

Fairs, of one sort or the other. The others are still grappling with the issue of what to do
-,.j

:( in the circumstances. At the Central Expo 1998 in Cape coast Dr. Abu, former Minister
>ii:.'
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of Trade blamed the regions for taking too long a time to respond to the idea of

undertaking trade Fairs and other promotional activities to market their economic

potentials. Since tourism can be described as a novelty or just very new at Ihe district

level it is important that some assessment is done as III the extenl 01" knowlotlge or Ihe

people of the whole concept.

4.2 INFORMATION FLOW ON TOURISM IN THE I)ISTRICT

This sub·ehapter, therefore looks al lourism inllll'lnalion now in the Akatsi distric!. the

extent of local participation and the awareness and knowlct.lgc or the people in tourism

development.

Table 4.1

SOURCES OF INFORMATION OF ASSI·;MBI.Y MEMllJo:f{S
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o
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Table 4.1

SOURCES OF INFORMATION OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS
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Apart from the fact that the radio still remains a dominant sourel: of infomlation

infonnation on lourism.

hand and the community on the other mentioned the radio as the highest ranked source of

Table 4.1 & 4.2 present aile striking similarity. Tht.:' Asscmbly members on ulle

as evidenced from the study the low ranking of the assembly members should be of

,
I

1
..,

. I

I
I
!
I
I.
..

j
j
I
I

:1

concern in that with the new system of Local Government administration one would have

expected the assembly to be a major source of infonnation for their people. This is

against the background of how the followed up questionnaires were answered. For

example. assembly members indicated that they met their electorate as at when
,
.~ necessary. This position was confinned by the assembly members during the study.
'it

...
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However. 23.5% of the community respondents were unable to indieate the level of

interaction with their assembly members.

About 69% of the assembly members had ever heard of Ghana's 15" Year

Integrated Tourism Development Programme document while the community members

registered 40%. However, one thing is that respondents at the Assembly and community

levels were aware and indeed mentioned the recently held ..vAKPO" festival as a

tourism-related project in the district as indicated in Tables 4.3a & 4.3b.

Table 4.3a

KNOWLEDGE OF FESTIVALS BY COMMUNITY MEMBERS

Festival No °;0

I. Vakpo III 65.2

2. Bliza 13 7.6

3. Dagbamate Night 8 4.7

4. Nil 38 22.3

Total 170 100%
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Table 4.3b

KNOWLEDGE OF FESTIVALS BY ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

Festival No %

I. Vakpo 33 78,5

2, Bliza - -

3. Dagbamate Night 9 21.4

4. Nil - -

Total 42 100%

From Table 4.3a 65.2% of the community and 78.5% of the Assembly members

representing half of the respondents did indicate a fair level of awareness as far as the

Vakpo festival was concerned. However. at the community level. 99 out of the 170

respondents had not heard of the 15'h Year Integrated Tourist Development Programme.

This was the reverse at the Assembly level. (Sec Table 4.4a).

Table 4.4a

KNOWLEDGE OF 15TH YEAR TOURISM DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME BY

ASSEMBLY MEMBERS,

No %

Yes 29 69.0

No 12 28.6

Undecided I 2.4

Total 42 100
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Table 4.4b

KNOWLEDGE OF 151" YEAR TOURISM PROGRAMME BY COMMUNITY

MEMBERS.

No %

Yes 68 40.0

No 99 58.2

Undecided 3 1.8

Total 170 100

At the community level many of the respondents were ignorant of the \5'" Year

Integrated tourism Development Plan which incidentally is the basis of the whole

business of tourism development at the district levels. Much education is still needed at

both the community and significantly at the Assembly level for assembly members to

understand fully what is required of them as agents of change.

4.3 LEVEL OF LOCAL PARTICIPATION

Despite the level of knowledge among the respondents on the 15'" Year Tourism

Development Plan there was a higher recognition of the recently organised investment fair

as a tourism related project which many identified themselves with. However, quite a

significant number of respondents from the two sides remained uninvolved in tourism

related projects in their areas. While there was a split decision on the involvement in

tourism related projects at the Assembly level (sec Table 4.7) a whopping number of 101

i of the larger community representing 59.5% said they were not involved in any tourism
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Table4.6a

PARTICIPATION {INVOLyEMENT IN IOIlRISM PROJECTS BY

COMMIJNITY.

Response No %

Yes 69 40.5

No 101 59.5

Total 170 100

Table 4.6b

PARTICIPATION {INYOI.VEMDlI IN TOlfS'S!\! PROJECTS BY ASSEMBLY

MEMBERS

Response No I %
~

Yes 21 50
--~.._-~--

No 21 50

Total 42 100
,

_._--_.~- --- -------

The high non-participatory rale at the communlt) 1c.~\'cl I.:ould be explained as tht:

infrequent interactions bct\\ccn the people Jnd their assembly members whu an:

supposed under the decentralisatIOn programmI." to bel.:offic the fOl.:al po lOt of education

and mobilisation. The community and the assembly members themselves agreed thaI

such meetings or inlerractions \\ ere held whene\'er necessary as sho\lo n In Tables 4.7

a 8< b. Such "whenever necessaf)'" syndrome is not healthy for any meeting IS dependent

on lhe whims and caprices of such an assembly members and hence the ",egularity of

such meetings.
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TBble 4.6B

PARTICIPATION {INVOLVEMENT IN TOURISM PRQ.lECTS BY

COMMUNITY.

Response No %

Yes 69 40.5

No 101 59.5

Total 170 100

,

I
i ! Table 4.6b

PARTICIPATION I INVOLVEMENT IN TOURISM PROJECTS BY ASSEMBLY

MEMBERS

I

I

i
I
!
!
I,
i

I
I
I
I
i

~f
.. !'

Response No %

Yes 21 50

No 21 50

Total 42 100

The high non-participatory rate at the community level could be explained as the

infrequent interactions between the people and their assembly members who are

supposed under the decentralisation programme to become the focal po int of education

and mobilisation. The community and the assembly members themselves agreed that

such meetings or interractions were held whenever necessary as shown in Tables 4.7

a & b. Such "whenever necessary" syndrome is not healthy for any meeting is dependent

on the whims and caprices of such an assembly members and hence the irregularity of

such meetings.
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Table4-7a

ASSESSING INIERRACTlON LEVEl. WIIH COMMUNITY MEMBERS.

Response No %

Weekly 14 8,2%

Monthly 21 12.3%

Whenever 79 46.4%

Necessary 14 8,2%

Not at all 40 23.5%

Undecided 2 I.10 '0

Total 170 100",

Table 4.7b

ASSESSING INTERRACTION LEVEL WITH ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

Response No %

Weekly 4 9.5

Monthly 12 28.5

Whenever necessary 26 61.9

Not at all -

Undecided -

Total 42
100

A fairly large number of 40 respondents representing 23,5% at the community

level said there had been no meeting with their assemblymembers. (See Table 4.7a), The
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Assembly can exploit this avenue for a "greater community participation" (Dei 1997) in

the knowledge and support 0 the local residents (Fridgen 1991).

unsatisfactory level of participation of the people should be a mailer of concern to

1 tourism planners in·the district. (See Table 4. 6a). The reason being that the success of a

! project is threatened to the extent that development is planned and constructed without

i;

Despite the reported non-involvement of the people in tourism related projects

I: and issues as indicated in Table 4.5a the willingness and the desire on the part of the

ii respondents to participate in tourism related projects was expressed. The District

tourism development in the Akatsi district.

On the other hand the district assembly itself have itself have to re-educate and

re-organise its public education machinery to reach the greater number of the people.

I
I

I
J.

i
~

~

The study found radio to be the most effective source of information (Table 4.1). The

Akatsi Assembly and the districts in the Volta region may use extensively the GBC Volta

Star Radio as a back-up medium to educate the people on its projects for there are many

implications if the beneficiary communities are marginalised in the planning process. In

an unpublished work, Awusabo-Asare and Abane already cited in chapter 2 pointed out

that whilst the promotion of tourism has brought some benefits it has also disrupted

economies, serene environments and traditional ways of life. The community had

expected some economic benefits from the project. This did not materialise. The

situation has the potential of disrupting future tourism development projects in the area

since tourism thrives on the goodwill of the people. The Akatsi district with its present

strides in the industry needs to take a cue from this.
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Various questions to illicit responses on perception of respondents were asked in

the study. The questions bother on the districts' economy.

Tables 4.8 & 4.9 represent the findings relative to local perception.

Table 4.8

BANKING OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT BY

ASSEMBLY MEMBERS (ITEMS 1-7 WITH 1 BEING THE BEST

OPPORTUNITY!.

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 undecided

Farming 20 9 13 - - -

Trading - 8 13 13 4 - - 4

Education 24 7 7 - - 4

Wood

products - 2 2 6 II 13 4 4

Tourism - 8 5 16 6 2 2 3

Driving - - - 4 18 4 12 4

Fishing - - - 7 18 14 3

Weaving 1 10 15 14 ) -

Some of the respondents were unable to complete the ranking in some columns.

This is shown in the "undecided" column.
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Various questions to illicit responses on perception of respondents were asked in

the study. The questions bother on the districts' economy.

Tables 4.8 & 4.9 represent the findings relative to local perception.

Table 4.8

BANKING OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR DEVEI.OPMENT BY

ASSEMBLY MEMBERS UTEMS 1-7 WITH I BEING THE BEST

OPPORTUNITY).

I
I
I
1,
I

j
j
~

i

I 2 J 4 5 0 7 undecided

Fanning 20 9 13 . . .

Trading - 8 13 13 4 - - 4

Education 24 7 7 . . 4

Wood

products . 2 2 6 II 13 4 4

Tourism - 8 5 16 6 2 2 3

Driving - - - 4 18 4 \2 4

Fishing - - - 7 18 14 3

Weaving I 10 15 14 3 .

Some of the respondents were unable to complete the ranking in some columns.

This is shown in the "undecided" column.
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Table 4.9

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 undecided

Farming 85 42 25 I I 7 - - -

Trading 6 26 74 53 6 3 - 2

Education 55 73 19 6 16 - - I

Wood

Products 10 10 31 60 50 5 4

Tourism 6 13 29 29 50 21 21 I

Driving - - - 8 4\ 89 30 2

Fishing - - - 6 10 44 110 2

Weaving I - -

I
I BANKlNG OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR DEYELOPMENT BY THE

I COMMUNITY aUMS I 7 WITH I BEING THE BEST OPPORTUNITy)
,

, I

The questions on ranking asked covered preferences. feelings and actions.
I
I
I
1
• These. according to Fridgen (1991) are intellectual, emotional and behavioural

responses to events, things and persons which people learn over time. It was against this

background that the questions on perception were asked.

From the Tables 4.8 & 4.9 the Assembly members on one hand and the

community on the other did seems to be convergent on education and farming as

important but the point of divergence result in their ranking of what weight or

prominence to be given to the vocation. For the Assembly members, education ranked

first while fanning came second. Tourism had no ranking at all. (Table 4.8).

At the community level, farming ranked highest in that column while education

.~ also was ranked as the best opportunity in that column. Tourism had only six ranking
'4
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while in Table 4.8 it had no ranking at all. The two positions identified by the Tables

indicate the background of the people i.e the larger community is really agricultural while

the Assembly represent a kind of well-defined group in terms of their education hence the

fairly high ranking given to it in terms of preference. The issue calls for greater work to

integrate the tourism plans into the agricultural practices of the people preferably

agricultural tourism (Bartellmus \986).

Once the preference is for agriculture at the community level. tourism developers

must be thinking of how to develop tourism without encroaching on the agricultural land

of the people as evidenced in the Kakum National Park study by Awusabo-Asare and

Abane. According to Fridgen (199\) attractions to bc dcvelopcd must reflect the area's

inherent, distinctive and unique natural and cultural character. and be authentically

developed to reinforce that character.

However. in assessing the role of tourism In the district's economy the larger

community indicated a dominant role. The position of the larger commuOity is in direct

conflict with the fair knowledge of their tounsm issues. Perhaps the position for it to

playa dominant role is against the background of the belief of the people that tourism

development in the area would certainly provide Jobs and hence the option.
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Table 4.IOa

EXPECTED ROLE OF TOURISM IN DEVEI.OPMENT BY ASSEMBLY

MEMBERS.

Role

No Roll

Minor Role

Role Equal

Dominant Role

Undecided

Total

No

2

4

20

15

42

%

7.1 1%

9.5%

47.6%

35.7%

2.3%

100

Table 4.IOb

EXPECTED ROLE OF TOURISM IN DEVELOPMENT BY COMMUNITY

Role

No Roll

Minor Role

Role Equal

Dominant Role

Undecided

Total

No

7

14

62

8-1

170

-11

376

-19A

1.7

100

On a more positive note, the respondents were fnendly towards tourists. They

described encounters with tourists in their district as satisfactory. In fact twenty-five

Assemblymembers representing 72.9% described their encounter as very friendly. ThiS

means, therefore. that there is a goodwill relationship on which the tourism industry can

develop and also epitomises the proverbial Ghanaian culture of friendliness. Admittedly.
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the research did not find out the number of tourists encountered as to determine the

carrying capacity. For now it is assumed that the number of those "explorer" tounsts

(Lea 1988) is negligible to evoke any threshold of carrying capacity.

The attitudes of the respondents towards the development of certain tourism

related projects have also been mixed. (See Table 4. I I & 4.12).

Table 4.11

ACCEPTANCE LEVEL OF PROJECTS BY COMMUNITY

Ranking 1 2 3 I 4 I Undecided Total
I

Hotels 10 16 36 90 18 170

Guest House 18 47 36 54 15 170

Beach 76 24 10 - 60 170

Rest House 14 32 32 54 40 170

Shrines 16 31 30 83 10 170

Souvenir 24 38 18 48 42 170

Museums 12 47 22 59 30 170

Cultural festival 11 33 36 78 12 170

Infrastructure 43 18 35 68 26 170

Outdoor 2 56 42 36 34 170

Dancing Camp 33 30 44 23 40 170

Cultural Centres 4 16 38 84 28 170
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Key to 1)bJe;

1 ~ Not Acceptable

2 ~ Acceptable

3 ~ Quite Acceptable

i, 4 ~ Highly Acceptable
,,
il Undecided.

Table 4.12

ACCEPTANCE LEVEL OF TOURISM PRO JECTS BY ASSEMBLYMEN,

Project I 2 3 4 Undecided Total

Hotels 3 13 3 20 3 42

Guest House 4 8 15 12 3 42

Beach 23 3 - 9 7 42

Rest House 3 11 7 16 5 42

Shrines 7 5 11 16 3 42

Bars 6 20 6 6 4 42

Transport 3 9 9 17 4 42

Souvenir - 7 7 21 7 42

Museums 2 2 2 32 4 42

Wild Forest 2 2 2 33 3 42

Cultural festival - 3 10 27 2 42

Infrastructure - 7 13 18 4 42

Outdoor - 6 6 24 6 42

Dancing Camp 3 I I 19 4 5 42

Cultural Centres - 4 8 30 - 42

'i,
I
il
"

~
i
II

!
I
I
!

See Table 4 ! 1 for Key.
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Tables 4.11 & 4.12 show a very high preference for Ihe developmenl of some

lOUrism projects. Al the community level for inslance. out of Ihe fifteen hSled lourism

relaled projects. len have been raled "highly acceplable" for development. In lerms of

scores. the firsl three are holels. cultural cenlres and shrines which proYlde some

indication as 10 whalthe larger communily are hkely to support from the larger number

of projects which Ihe Assembly might be tempted to ,mplement m Ihe rush to de'elop ,Is

tourism potentials. There is. therefore. the need for the prioritll..ation of the dlstflct In

tenns of what to do and at what pace. The communit~ on one hand and Asscmbl)

members on the other agreed on thelT dISpOSItIOn towards the 1l..-1cd tounsm pr(~lccts_ The

development of beach is not acceptable. ThIS IS unJcrstandablc because J\kalsl IS an

inland district which has nothing to do \\ lth beach btl:. Thh c.Jlb for .'orne understandmg

of the people. It means. therefore. that thc~ can idcntJf~ \\ hat the: v.ant In terms of

developing tourism resources. The) knL)\\ ('cnalllly \\ hal the) \\.:lnt Ihl..' thrct:' hl~hl.\

ranked favouristes arc Wild forest. ~!u ...cum~ and cultural ct:nln:s

The former District Chl~f I:>,eCUll\C. \1r~ \ l(tUrlJ - "a.J.LJ-(Jldq;lo told ml.:' In an

inter\;ew on June IOUl. 1999. that the dlStnt.:t l~ dc\ clupll1~ J Tuun~m Dc\ clupment Plan

whicb will focus on the eco-tounsm potentlal" In thc dbtnd :\1 the moment a non·

governmental organisation has c\.prc~~ed the dC~Irc [0 hdp the dlStnd dc\ clop a cultural

CC'llb'e and a museum. Perhaps. the dc\ elopmcnt of ~hnnc~ must be l;on~IJcrcd In \ IC"

of the current int.erest of Afncan-Afncan-:\mcncans In such altTaction~ I~ c.\plalncd b]

lbe bigh preference gl\en to It b) !he communlt) and !hereb) expressmg the "t1hngne>s

of the respondents 10 support and partlclpale In lounsm developmenl projects ISee Tables

4.13a&4.13b).
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Tables 4.11 & 4.12 show a very high preferencc for the development of somc

tourism projects. At the community level for inslance, out of the fifteen listed tourism

related projects, ten have been rated "highlY acceptablc" for development. In tcrms of

scores, the first three are hotels, cultural centres and shrincs which provide some

indication as to what the larger community arc likely to support from thc larger number

of projects which the Assembly might be tempted 10 implement in the rush to develop its

tourism potentials. There is. therefore. the need for the prioritization of the district 10

terms of what to do and at what pace. The community on one hand and Assembly

members on the other agreed on their disposition to\\'ard~ the Ii.stcd tourism proJcds. The

development of beach is not acceptable. ThIs IS understandable because Akatsi is an

inland district which has nothing to do wIth beach Ide. Thl~ i.'alls fur some understanding

of the people. It means, therefore. that they can identify what they want 10 terms or

developing tourism resources. They know certamly "hal they \\ ant. The three hIghly

ranked favouristes arc wild forest. Museums and cultural (cnln:s

The fonner District Chief t.'\ccutl\ \..:'. Mrs. \"lctuna '-aJ:/a~(Jldlglu tuld me In an

interview on June lOth, 1999. that thc dlstnct b dc\cloplng aTuun"m Dc\clupmcnt Plan

which will focus on the eco-tounsm potentials In the dl~trlL't At the mumenl a nun-

governmentalorganisalion has expfl:s~d tht: deslr\..:' to help the dl~tr\l,.:t dc\(~lup a cultural

centre and a museum" Perhaps. the dC'\ e10pmellt of shrines must be consujcrcd In \ IC\\

of the current interesl of African-Afncan-Amcricans 10 such attractIOns IS cxplalOed bj

the high preference given to it by tbe community and thereb) expresslllg the \\ i1hngne»

of the respondents to suppon and participate in lOunsm development projects (See Table>

4.l3a& 4.13b).
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Tables 4.11 & 4.12 show a very high preference for the development of some

tourism projects. At the community level for instance, out of the fifteen listed tourism

related projects, ten have been rated "highly acceptable" for development. In terms of

scores, the first three are hotels, cultural centres and shrines which provide some

indication as to what the larger community are likely to support from the larger number

of projects which the Assembly might be tempted to implement in the rush to develop its

tourism potentials. There is, therefore, the need for the prioritization of the district in

terms of what to do and at what pace. The community on one hand and Assembly

members on the other agreed on their disposition towards the listed tourism projects. The

development of beach is not acceptable. This is understandable because Akatsi is an

inland district which has nothing to do with beach life. This ca!ls for some understanding

of the people. It means, therefore, that they can identify what they want in terms of

developing tourism resources. They know certainly what they want. The three highly

ranked favouristes are wild forest, Museums and cultural centres.

The former District Chief Executive, Mrs. Victoria - Nazza-Gidiglo told me in an

interview on June 10th, 1999, that the district is developing a Tourism Development Plan

which will focus on the eco-tourism potentials in the district. At the moment a non-

governmental organisation has expressed the desire to help the district develop a cultural

centre and a museum. Perhaps, the development of shrines must be considered in view

of the current interest of African-African-Americans in such attractions is explained by

the high preference given to it by the community and thereby expressing the wi!lingness

of the respondents to support and participate in tourism development projects (See Tables

4.13a & 4.13b).
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Table 4.13 a

SUPPORT FOR TOURISM PRUJECTS BY ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

Resp. No %

Yes 42 100%

No - -

Total 42 100

Table 4.13b

SupPORT FOR TOURISM PROJECTS

BY COMMUNITY MEMBERS.

Resp.

Yes

No

Undecided

Total

No

157

9

4

170

%

92.3

55

2.3

100

4.4 EXPECTATIONS OF THE PEOPLE TOWARDS TOURISM

DEVELOPMENT

From the study, the respondents believed tourism development will bring with it

the fOllowing: development, revenue, exposure of the district. job and promoting

understanding among tourists and the host community.
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The expectations of the people fit into the general context of the arguments for the

development of tourism as identified by Mcintosh (1991). As regards employment, it is

now known that over 200 million people world-wide work in the tourism industry (Pearce

1995). Tourism, therefore, to Inskeep (1991), does result in socia-economic changes and

is usually deliberately developed to generate economic benefits and thereby improve the

well-being of the people. On the direct economic benefits. Inskeep (1991) argues that m

economically depressed areas, the employment and income prOVIded by tourism

especially to the people may help stem out mIgration from those areas. Inskeep maintams

that the direct and indirect benefits arc the dOffilOant reasons for developmg tounsm 10 an

area.

Many other intrinsic things can be cited as the case for tourism dc\'clopmcnt but

the bottomline is the economic factor (WIlham ct 31. 1991). Inskeep drew attention to onc

thing which should be relevant to the Akat'l dbtnct as It prepares to dc, clop: I.e that the

planner. based on specific study of the tounsm area and 10 co-opcrdtlon \\ Ith puhlical

leaders and community residents, musl c\aluate \\ hlch of the resources or po~slbl) others

may have application to the local SItuatIOn. These \\ III pro\ Ide fa\ ourable ground for the

tourism development programme of the area l Baum 14Y]). The understanding IS that the

people have a lot of expe(latIons and (arc must be taken In the dc\ elopment of thc~c

tourism potentials if not the dl'tnct ",II face the problem, of the Kakum "atlonal Park as

bave already been discussed. Although the local people of Kakum do not >ce the bcndit>

of the project the viability of Jl I' al"ays been trumpeted In term, of the re'enue accruing

from visits 10 the Park The position of the ,·illagers around the Park make one to

cr'edion wbat son of de' c10pment strategy was employed in the formulation and
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The expectations of the people fit into the general context of the arguments for the

development of tourism as identified by McIntosh (\991). As regards employment, it is

now known that over 200 million people world-wide work in the tourism industry (Pearce

1995). Tourism, therefore, to Inskeep (\991), does result in socia-economic changes and

is usually deliberately developed to generate economic benefits and thereby improve the

well-being of the people. On the direct economic benefits. Inskeep (1991) argues that in

economically depressed areas, the employment and income provided by tourism

especially to the people may help stem out migration from those areas. Inskeep maintains

that the direct and indirect benefits are the dominant reasons for developing tourism in an

area.

Many other intrinsic things can be cited as the case for tourism development but

the bottomline is the economic factor (William et al. 1991). Inskeep drew attention to one

thing which should be relevant to the Akatsi district as it prepares to develop; i.e. that the

planner, based on specific study of the tourism area and in co-operation with political

leaders and community residents. must evaluate which of the resources or possibly others

may have application to the local situation. These will provide favourable ground for the

tourism development programme of the area (Baum 1991). The understanding is that the

people have a lot of expectations and care must be taken in the development of these

tourism potentials if not the district will face the problems of the Kakum National Park as

have already been discussed. Although the local people of Kakum do not see the benefits

oflbe project the viability of it is always been trumpeted in terms of the revenue accruing

from visits to the Park. The position of the villagers around the Park make one to

! question what sort of development strategy was employed in the formulation and
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implementation of the project to the extent that the villagers now feel alienated from it as

Awusabo-Asare and Abane's study indicate.

The high ranking given to cultural centre by the respondents is instructive in the

sense that from the study the respondents mentioned principally open air and school

premises as venues for holding social events. This is not very good of a district seriously

projecting its tourism potentials.

The district needs to speed up its arrangements with her external donors for the

building of the cultural centre. The earlier the beller for the district.

4.5 SUMMARY

The chapter described a situation report on community participation and

involvement in tourism development in the study area. The study sought answers to such

issues as source of information on tourism, identification of tourism related projects and

awareness on the 15th Year Integrated Tourism Development Plan of Ghana. These

questions were asked to assess the depth of commitment to the tourism development

initiative of the District Assembly. Although respondents reported of the inability of the

District Assembly to involve them in tourism projects they have the will and desire to

support such projects.

Radio proves to be the malO source of information on tourism lssues. The

researcher expected assembly members to have provided the source since they have been

charged with that responsibility to carry on that education programme. What this state of

affairs emphasises is the necd for more public education in the district if it's tourism drive

is to succeed.
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As regards the role of tourism in the district there were divergent views. While

the Assembly members indicated a role equal to other industries, the larger community

did not place any premium on it

The education element has indeed come up again and needs serious attention by

the District Assembly. This is important because from a recent Business Forum held by

the Assembly at Akatsi, it was evident that not many people are aware of what the

Assembly is doing as far as tourism development and promotion are concerned. Although

the Akatsi District Assembly has laid on plans for the tourism development of the area,

there are many more challenges to deal with in view of the low level of participation of

the local people as the study found out Since the new trend in development planning is

"people centered" a conflict situation might ensue if effective community participation

is not gnaranted.
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CHAPTER FIVE

TOURISM OUTLOOK IN THE AKATSI DISTRICT AND THE FUTURE OF THE

INDUSTRY.I
I
1, 5.1 INTRODUCTION

The features of a particular country or regIOn largely provide the basis for

developing tourism (Inskeep 1991). What, however, is important is that such tourist

attractions can include wide variety in the face of the great diversity of interests of modem-

day tourism market (Collman 1989).

In the development of such attractions, Inskeep cautioned that attractions that

reflect an area's "inherent" "distinctive" and "unique" natural and cultural character should

be sought for development purposes.

For the above reasons writers on tourism have developed some typologies on

I,
1

I
I
I

forms of tourism to be developed. Four broad patterns of tourism development can be

discerned. These are beach tourism, wildlife safari tourism, "roots" tourism and

archaeological tourism. These typologies feature more prominently in Sub-Saharan Africa

(Acheampong 1996). A few briefs on the typologies have been gIven and contrasted with

Inskeep's typologies.

,
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s.z TYPES OF TOURISM POTENTIALS.

5.2.1 URBAN TOURISM

This fonn of tourism is associated with capital cities and as such attract the bulk of

buSinessmen (AcheapongI996). For this reason, therefore, hotels and other resorts continue to

spring up. Acheampong further identified such facilities as coachcs, rented cars and tour

operators as back-ups to the preference for urban tourism.

i SJJ SAFARIlWILDLlFE TOURISM

This largely depends on the creation of national parks and game reserves by the

national government. Kenya, Zambia and Tanzania have good examples of this fonn of

tourism. Ghana's equivalent is the Kakum National Park discussed in chapter 2. However,

this fonn has its disadvantages of depriving traditional fanners of their key "basis of

livelihood" (Acheampong 1996:43).

5.1.3 BEACH TOURISM

This has to do with hotel complexes along the sea-front. However, demand is seasonal.

5.1.4 "ROOTS" TOURISM:

This fonn has to do more with colonial history as evidenced by the castles and

fOrls ofWest Africa. According to Acheampong, by its nature, "root" tourism predominates

along the coasts of the sub-continent.

On the other hand Inskeep (1996) groups tourist attractions into three major

categories. These are:
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u.s Nacgnl AttractlgDS: Under this categorisation are:

(a) the climate

I
i,
I
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(b) scenic beauty

(c) beaches and marine areas

(d) nora and fauna

(e) special environmental features

(I) Parks and Conservation Areas

(g) Health

5J.6 Cultural Attractions: The following come under this categorization:

(a) Archaeological, historical and cultural sites

(b) Distinctive cultural patterns

(c) Arts and handicrafts

(d) Interesting urban areas

(e) Museums

(I) Cultural festivals

(g) Friendliness of residents

5.%.7 Special Types of Attraction: Under this are:

(a) theme parks. amusement parks and circuses

(b) shopping malls

(c) meeting, conferences and conventions

(d) special events

(e) Gambling casinos
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(I) Entertainment

(g) Recreation and sports.

Inskeep further outline attraction consideration: These are ethnic, religious and

nostalgic associations.

The Inskeep typology, although not very much different from that outlined in

!,,
I
:

Acheampong (1996), is more exhaustive and embraces all that were identified in the

study area. The Inskeep typology is therefore being adopted for its clarity. The

respondents were asked to identify any tourism related feature in their areas. Four

RESOURCE LOCATION

(1) Wildlife Kpevenu

(2) Forest Reserve Kpevenu

(3) Awata Forest Atidzovie

(4) Monkey Sanctuary Avevi

(5) Dwarfs Thicket Gomukofe

:1 distinct Inskeep typologies have been identified in the study area.

5.2.8 Natural Attractions in Akatsi: In the district the following have been identified.

I
I

I
1
I

t,
The Monkey Sanctuary at Avevi as indicated like the others mentioned provide

the basis for eco-tourism in the district. Some NGOs, are being sourced to invest in the

development of the Monkey Sanctuary which is about 15 kilometres from Akatsi. The

Assembly and the Department of Wildlife are also collaborating to develop the area for

monkey watching. The earlier the Akatsi district develops this potential the better, for,
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presently the Tafi Atome sanctuary in the Hohoe district is attracting international

recognition and tourists are flocking there almost on daily basis.

5.2.9 CULTURAL ATTRACTION

Those things that come under this classification include cultural and national

monuments, historic buildings, district and towns, important religious buildings such

as churches, synagogues temples, mosques, monasteries and places of historic events

(battlefields).

For Akatsi district the following have been identified by the respondents. These

are:

RESOURCE-NATURAL LOCATION

(a) Awakpe Kpodzivi and Avevi

(b) Design Stones Kpevenu

(c) Azadagli Rock Amule

(d) Deti Taadre Ave Havi and Afiadenyigba.

Among the aforementioned items the awakpe at Kpodzivi stands out prominent.

It is located at Kpodzivi, 16 kilometres north of Akatsi. The Awakpe is a granite

formation consisting of two segments and a cave historically acclaimed to have provided

refuge to the indigenous people and others in their flight from their enemies between

1865 and 1867. Annual rituals are now performed at the site. The spot is said to have

spiritual healing power.
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5.2.10 MUSEUMS

One commonly mentioned example of this tourist attraction is the Adela Animal

Museum. This is located at Akatsi and contains the preserved remains of animals such as

lions, hippopotamuses, tigers, hyenas and elephants. The museum began as a private

collection of Mr. J.K. Klu, who was reported to have killed many wild animals single-

handedly. Although the Museum is presently housed in a private house. the Akatsi

District Assembly, has negotiated with another NGO to Jointly develop the Museum.

After series of negotiations between it and relatives of the late Klu. an agreement has

been reached to start the museum project.

5.1.11 FESTIVALS

Various types of cultural festivals can be related to the local traditions and arts.

Here the Agbeliza (cassava festivall of the chiefs and people of /"'enorfedo featured

prominently in the responses. A cultural night has also been mentioned at Posmonu. All

these provide very good features for development. What have closely been identitied

with the above festivals are forms of worship in various shrines of the "gods". The

respondents identified the following shrines and cults.

SHRINEICULTS

(a) Yewe shrines

(b) Afa

(c) Trokoshi shrine

(d) Atigeli

(e) Blekete

LOCATION

Atsiekpui. Yaluvi and Hevi

Atsiekpui. Yaluvi and Hevi

Avenorfeme-Suipe

Dakpa

Fiave
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5.2.10 MUSEUMS

One commonly mentioned example of this tourist attraction is the Adela Animal

Museum. This is located at Akatsi and contains the preserved remains of animals such as

lions, hippopotamuses, tigers, hyenas and elephants. The museum began as a private

collection of Mr. J.K. Klu, who was reported to have killed many wild animals single-

handedly. Although the Museum is presently housed in a private house, the Akatsi

District Assembly, has negotiated with another NGO to jointly develop the Museum.

After series of negotiations between it and relatives of the late Klu, an agreement has

been reached to start the museum project.

5.2.11 FESTlVALS

Various types of cultural festivals can be related to the local traditions and arts.

Here the Agbeliza (cassava festival) of the chiefs and people of Avenorfedo featured

prominently in the responses. A cultural night has also been mentioned at Posmonu. All

these provide very good features for development. What have closely been identi fied

with the above festivals arc forms of worship in various shrines of the "gods". The

respondents identified the following shrines and cults.

SHRINE/CULTS LOCATION

(a) Yewe shrines Atsiekpui, Yaluvi and Hevi

(b) Afa Atsiekpui, Yaluvi and Hevi

(c) Trokoshi shrine Avenorfeme-Suipe

(d) Atigeli Dakpa

(e) Blekete Fiave
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The mentioned 'cults' are dominant in various parts of the Volta Region.

Presently, the Trokoshi cult has come under the microscope. A non-governmental

organisation, International Needs has launched a crusade to free young girls from these

cults which are described as forms of "slavery". Some of the girls are made to undergo

vocational training at Adidome in the North Tongu district. However, adherents of the

system counter the moves of the International Needs and describe them as exploitative

and a means to glean some foreign money from international donors to line up individual

pockets, The fight is still on.

One of the major problems facing all the mentioned atlraetions has been their

undeveloped nature. Some of them are either owned by the community or by individuals.

Their undeveloped nature, according to the respondents, have been blamed on lack of

funds and consequently their obscure nature. In fact. during the study many of the

respondents blamed the regional office of the Ghana Tourist Board for lack of effective

marketing of the regions' tourism potentials. This was evidenced in the poor showing of

the region at the 1999 Inter-Tourism Fair held in Accra.

One other latent problem which is unknowingly affecting consensus building over

the direction of affairs in the district is politics bothering on who is who as far as political

authority in the district is concerned. Very often the researcher was asked as to whl?thcr

it is the Parliamentarian. the District Chief Executive or the Assembly member who

should cause things to happen in terms of the provision of roads and water.

The study found out that there have been a kind of strained relations between the

District Chief Executive and the Parliamentarian for the area, Mr. Doe Ajaho as pointed

out in chapter four. Both the Assembly and the larger community were polarised into
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Executives have not helped much. These changcs are bound to impact eithcr positively

problem has been the inability of the Assembly to agree on any blue print for

development. rhe frequent changes of key personnel cspecially District Chief

two factions. This made it difficult for common decision on vital issues to be taken. The

or negatively on the direction of tourism development particularly when the Assembly

and the larger community have all taken sides in the matter. Certainly, these

developments have far reaching implications for community action. The problcm has

been exarcebated by the acrimonies from some Assembly members and the communities

over the District Assembly Common Fund and the Poverty Alleviation Fund. The people

alleged that the disbursement of such monies had a partisan outlook. These are issues

which cannot be glossed over by the authorities. The New Patriotic Party wants to

investigate all the Assemblies. If the local government system is to make the desired

impact adequate information is required. Both the Ministry of Local Government and the

various District Assemblies need to strengthen their public education outfits. The

suspicions and distrust would certainly have some community mobilisation problems and

impact negatively on that perceived community participation in projects planned for the

people.
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5.3 FUTURE OF THE INDUSTRY

It must be conceded that tourism is still a new phenomenon. However, in the

context of its importance over the last decade and the forecast that the trade will become

the world's largest export industry in the 2000s, it follows, that countries "are bound to

give increasing importance to the development of tourism" (Inskeep 1991).

For Ghana, the development of the sector has received a favourable governmental

response and the regions are virtually competing among themselves to attract the needed

foreign capital.

For the Akatsi district in the Volta Region, the tourism sector holds a future

because of the district's strategic location on the ECOWAS Highway. With its

appreciable number of attractions the district is hkely to attract portions of the cultural

and heritage segments of both the domestic and international tourist market. Although

the Volta Region faces a kind of competition from the Eastern Region, the Volta Region

still derives what Acheampong (1996) identified as a positive 'transit' effect. Akatsi

seems to be placed in the same position as Central Region which is also on a major

roadnetwork. One agrees with Acheampong writing about Central Region that the

"significance of this huge traffic is reflected in the attraction of hotels to the trunk road"

(Acheampong 1994: 133).

Despite this bright picture the Volta Region as a whole still hasn't got any

programme as to how tourism development should be planned and directed (Medtik

1991). As at now the districts have been left on their own to market themselves with the

result that each is doing what it thinks is right and sometimes not knowing what to do.

The Volta Region Co-ordinating Council (VRCC) is yet to find its bearing as to what
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input to make in the circumstances. It would be necessary for the region to have a Master

Plan on its own to effectively co-ordinate the plans of the districts for the region to derive

the maximum benefit from the industry (Hall et aI.1995). The haphazard way of doing

things must stop. The state of affairs in Akatsi might stall tourism development and

promotion in the district. The earlier things are put back into shape the better.

5.3 SUMMARY

Two broad categories of tourism attractions have been identified viz: natural and

cultural in the Akatsi district. It should be possible for the district to focus on eco-tourism

to reflect the distinctive character of the area which is mainly agricultural. However,

community participation in the tourism sector planning in the area has not been much.

This is because of political differences which have polarised the people into two factions.

The assembly itself also presents the same partisan outlook. The point is that issues are

likely to be interpreted from those held positions and not along objective thinking. In such

circumstances, therefore, information reaching the larger community, depending on the

credibility or otherwise of the source, tend to be manipulated to suit the whims and

caprices of the giver and thereby playing on the rural gullibility. This situation may result

into conflicts at a point in time. According to Dei (1997) a planning challenge in tourism

is to ensure that "present minor irritations do not blossom into issues that could threaten a

community's socio-cultural objectives and viability as a destination". This point is of

much importance within the context of community mobilisation for as Dei again remarks,

"a tourism facility that develops from the consensus is devoid of litigation and friction"

(Dei 1997).
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'The cba11enge. therefore. facing the AkalSi district now is to pick up the pi","'s

again and do IIIOIe education 8m and fun:most of the Assembl)members themse"'es and

tben an outreaeb prognmtme to sensitize the communities. It is argued tbal. rural

de,'elopment in developing counlries may be quickened with the IOtroduction of rural

tourism with commined local community panicipallon \Hunter 1995), The belief is that

with such local participation. responsible and sustaina\:llc tourism is guarani"''\! \latan

1986),
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The chal1enge, therefore, facing the Akatsi district now is to pick up the pieces

again and do more education first and foremost of the Assemblymembcrs themselves and

then an outreach programme to sensitize the communities. It is argued that, rural

development in developing countries may be quickened with the introduction of rural

tourism with committed local community participation (Hunter 1995). The belief is that

with such local participation, responsible and sustainable tourism is guaranteed (Jarari

1986).
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The challenge. therefore, facing the Akalsi district now is to pick up the pieces

with such local participation, responsible and suslainahle tuunsm is guaranteed (Jafan

tourism with committed local community participation (Hunter 1995). The belief IS thaI

development in developing countries may be quickened wilh lhe intruductiun of rural

then an outreach programme to sensitize the communities. It is argued that. rural

again and do more education first and foremost of the Assemblymembers themselves and

1
I,
I

I
1

1986).
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CHAPTER SIX

researcher came face to face with this stark reality. For the few days inside the study the

recognised when especiaJly one is immobile and bereft of any supporting funds. The

feasibility visit, the heJlish nature of how it was going to be penetrating into the areas was

pitfaJls involved in data gathering in this particular research undertaking. At the time of the

SUMMARY, IMPLICATIONS AND CONCLUSION

I INTRODUCTION
I1 It is not the purpose of this chapter to undertake a lengthy discussion of the

,I drawbacks of social survey techniques in a rural setting like Akatsi, for, as said, this work

] had already been done elsewhere. This is rather intended to pin-point a few of the major

assistance of the staff of the NFED was sought. On several occasions the team had to walk

in the rains and sometimes members got soaked to their pants but religiously protecting the

questionnaires. The persistent rains during the time extended the period of study. These

developments made a lot of demands on me as the principal researcher in terms of

constantly trying to keep the morale of the research assistant high for the work which they

clearly understood never held any prospects of substantial "pecuniary reward." Enthusiasm

began to wane and I was, therefore, faced with the task of constantly drumming it home

and playing around that "reward in heaven" philosophy which at times had that soothing

and convincing power over them. They tolerated me anyhow. Perhaps what made the trick

possible was the clear ambition of the assistants to enter the University. They initially took

the interest in the study in order to acquire or have a feel of what actual fieldwork entailed.

It is important here to re-echo the contributions of the NFED district office, Information

Services Department and National Mobilization Programme aJl at Akatsi. They gave me a
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One major constraint which affected the response rate was the rcfusal of many of

appropriate recognition have been given in the acknowledgment portion of the book.

lot of hope and encouragement in those difficult and hard times of data collection. The

some of the vital portions left out in the questionnaire. However, some were conveniently

of the respondents, made it even more difficult for the researchers to extrapolate to fill in

Assemblymembers. The downright refusal, blamed understandably on ignorance of many

rates higher in some categories of larger community questionnaire over those of

the respondents to respond to some listed ranking questions which made the non- response

filled in by further probing of the respondents to estimate for instance their ages,

region. Those that could not be projected were tagged "undecided", scored and their

occupation, level of education by linking them to some happenings in the district or the

represent those non-response percentages for both assembly members and the larger

percentages struck to determine the non-response rate. Tables have been drawn up to

community.
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NQN_BfSPONSE RATES
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Jab!. 6.2

NON_RESPONSE RATE FOR ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

Item
Rale %

Hotels
3 7.\

Guest House
3 7.1

Beach
7 16.6

Rest House
5 11.9

Shrines
3 7.1

Bars
4 9.5

Transport
4 9.5

Souvenir 6 14.2

Museums
4 9.5

Wild Forests 3 7.1

Cultural Festivals 2 4.7

Infrastructure 4 9.5

Outdoor
6 14.2

Dancing competition 5 11.9

Cultural Centres - -

,
I
I
I
I,

(I

I
i

·1

From Tables 6.\ &6.2 it can be deduced Ihat Ihe non-response rale Icvels werc

higher at the community levellhan at the assembly level.

Many of the respondenls allhe communily level were found 10 have received very

minimal level of education. [n facl from the field study the majorily of Ihe 122
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NoEducational Level:1,

respondents received either the basic education of Middle School. or JSS or Secondary.

The distribution is shown in the Table below.

~ Table 6.3aI EDl!CATJONAI· LEVELS OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS;
,

No education

Primary

Middle/secondary

CollegelUniversity

Post Graduate

Total

4

122

40

4

170

2

72

24

2

100

N I I VEl S OF ASSEMBI YMF.MRERS·
Table 6.3b

EOUCATIO A • ,E • •, ,

Educational Level No
0/0

No education 3 7

Primary 2 5

Middle/secondary 29 69

7 17
--

CollegelUniversity

Post Graduate - -

Undecided 1 2

Total 42 100

Table 6.3b shows almost the same trends in tem]s of educational standards of the

two categories of respondents. This development constitutes one of the greatest problems

in community based surveys such as the one I have undertaken.
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On olbcr IeI80n a-nt from die study .... die olIJlude of many of die communlt}

"'lib a Univenity or die la-called urban ehle \Ownbefi 1983) Many respondenli"=

10 oensitive and cold and sometunes aggrnst\C lo.. ard> quest.ons bothenng on rehglOn.

the yean to open up !KJfTlC of the roa-h to the dhlnct (3pll31 10 facilitate the ml..)\ cmcnt llf

good> and people

",'ith the current deccnuahs.auon programme the people~ the 1.1lstnct a..~mhllt .......

as panacea 10 all theu problems When the Reg","al lligh" a~, and Feeder R"ad'

Officer in Ho. Mr. Danso "'~ conlilCtcJ. b~ the r~afl.:hcr he (on firmed the

representation the District As.sembl~ made to the l,nice for the con~lrudlon Llf ~omc

road> eonsideraUon, These arc:

i ROAD
I
IIXe\'i-Malirikasa

\ Akalii-Ayilikofe-Oha" u

Asbiagborvi-Ahlepedo

AkalSi-Live-Mory.

Korve-Avu-Afiadenyigba

AkalSi-Xavi-Suipe-Bay. \ e

Ayitawuta-Agonnor

--- -
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On other lesson learnt from the study was the anitude of many of the community

respondents to look with distrust on the researcher particularly when one is associated

with a University or the so-called urban elite (Chambers 1983). Many respondents were

so sensitive and cold and sometimes aggressive towards questions bothering on religion.

roads and employment. Understandably the people had long expected governments over

the years to open up some of the roads to the district capital to facilitate thc movement of

goods and people.

With the current decentralisation programme the people see the district assemblies

as panacea to all their problems. When the Regional Highways and Feeder Roads

Officer in Ho, Mr. Danso was contacted by the researcher he confirmed the

representation the District Assembly made to the office for the construction of some

roads consideration. These are:

ROAD CONDITION

Xevi-Matsrikasa Feeder
I

Akatsi-Ayitikofe-Ohawu
..

I

Ashiagborvi-Ahlepedo
..

Akatsi-Live-Moryi
..

Korve-Avu-Afiadenyigba
..

Akatsi-Xavi-Suipe-Bayive
..

Ayitawuta-Agormor
..
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Mr. Danso indicated that 261 kilometres of road in the region is to be graveled,

200 kilometres to be rehabilitated and 28 IQlometres for tarring. Some of the roads listed

above, according to Mr. Danso, form part of that package. As regards employment and

from all indications the respondents were not ready to listen or discuss any issue of

whetber one is employed or not. The reason? According to majority of them whether

they were employed.

One common thing all tbe respondents made persistent reference to during the
;,

.: study is the numerous number of similar researches and the wasted man hours that have

l
, not brought much dividend to them. Tbe researcher was faced with the persistent

demand for money in order to have audience. Those who never made such demands

directly the expression on their faces was glaringly suggestive of this pecuniaty element.

On several occasions when the researchers seemed to ignore such expressions. their

attention was quickly drawn to them in rather subtle ways through such questions as to

whether we came to the field alone or \vhether we were not working for the whiteman?

Tbere was the realisation of the varying challenges associated with typical rural-based

reseanch as I tried to undertake in the Akatsi case. Experience, it is said, is the best

teacher or not, they did not expect the government to do anything for them. Further

probing of that question only signaled a danger of the respondents abandoning the

reseancher in the midst of tbe proceedings.

On religious issues wbich bothered on the mode of worsbip of the people the

researcber was adequately forewarned even before the interview. This again was

understandable for, from otber sources particularly from tbe youth, tbe uncompromising

stand of some sections of the people stems from the way some religious groups conduct
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their crusades in the town to the extent of insulting '1raditional sensibilities". A similar

incident was reported in the adjoining Ketu District where the traditionalists also in

reaction to an earlier church convention organised a "traditional" convention and warned

that further open and platfonn insults of the traditionalists by the Christians would result

in a backlash. Luckily for the researcher there was no inclusion in the questionnaire of

anything of the sort and hence the team was spared that "agony". However, the study

brought to the fore those issues the local communities hold "sacred" and "non-

negotiable". What was experienced in the study confinned the experience recounted by

Twumasi (1986) that "personal sensitivities about answering certain research questions

might account for higher non-response rates", He also identified different "cultural

norms" and <4values" as accounting for discrepancies between response rates in two

cultural settings.

What could also constitute a drawback and thereby affect the response rate is the

researchers' mode of dressing. It was realised that too expensive type of dress tend to

rate highly the researcher in the minds of the interviewee and providing nothing other

than verbal "thank you" at the end of the interview was an "abomination" to them. Some

of the respondents told the researcher that the exercise was a bother to them because it

was conflicting with their fanning schedule, This brings to the fore the issue of timing.

Wrong timing is bound to affect the response rate. At a point in time some of the

respondents indicated to me in confidence their intention to rubb off their house

numbering to avoid the constant "invasion" of their houses for nothing in the name of

research which they maintained is not bringing any development to them.
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Two of the field assistants told me that in one of the communities they were

gentlemen are engaging in the now serial killings and other crimes in major towns and

mistaken belief was against the background of the opinion that sometimes well-dressed

looked at variously first as "tax collectors" or "blood suckers". Apparently, that

Against the background of all the listed drawbacks and many more that Twumasi

villages. Those are enough to scare the people.

calculated sample size. Twumasi mentioned some of the problems as difficulties by

(1986) has already pointed out will have significant impact on the effectiveness of the

fieldworkers in contacting rural-urban respondents; the near absence from home of thc

respondents during scheduled interview times.

These findings of Twumasi some years ago have not changed: some of the

tendencies still exist if not in rather worst conditions - an indication that illiteracy is still

a major problem to effective rural based research. Twumasi mentioned examples from

data from Paga in the Upper East Region Ehwia in the Ashanti Region and Kato in the

Brong Ahafo Region as communities inhabited mainly by farmers. To a larger extent

Akatsi can be described as such. Therefore, the admonition by Twumasi to be more

careful in studying rural people special "illiterates" who have a different style of life is

very instructive. This is a useful lesson to all wishing to undertake research in the rural

areas to prepare adequately for it especially when such research is self-financed as in my

case. However, some useful lessons have been learnt in this study.
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The cardinal aim of this study has been to elicit information from the local areas

tourism related projects rather than asking them direct questions which would have been

questions tended to dwell more on asking the respondents to show their liking for some

larger community on one hand and the assembly members on the other. The study

tourism at their local areas and above all, to analyse the differences in perception of the

as to what extent the local people are being involved in efforts at the development of

6.2 SUMMARY OF STUDY

difficult to obtain anything meaningful from. Throughout the presentation the study

attempted highlighting the current debate on tourism development and significantly on

why there is need for effective community participation in tourism development since

tourism depends highly on the goodwill of the host community.
The examples of the

I

I
I
l

Green Turtle Cay of the Bahamas in the Caribbean, the visit of a group of American

tourists to Thaiknd and the Kakum National Park have been cited as instances of

confrontations of one sort or the other when tourists on one hand and the host community

fail to understand each other. Oei-(1997), Fridgen (1991) and Inskeep (1991) have all

emphasised on the need to involve the horizontal community in programmes and

projects in order to ensure the sustainability of those interventions.

The point is not being made that at whatever minutes level the people must know

what is being planned for them, for, after all said and done and irrespective of what

development strategy that is put in the project it must be seen as being owned by the

people and that it can bring improvement in their lives-that is the crux of the matter.

The study also found the study area to be mainly agricultural and hence the

preference of the people towards farming. The scope of rural tourism is widening since
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....... are many more competing demands on the ruml areas. They have become multi

~ resource supporting a variety of different demands and uses· At the same time

tourism is increasingly seen as a valid and important means of sustaining and diwrsifying

rural econonties and societies (Richard & Sharpley 1997).

It has been suggested that rural tourism should be planned and developed in a

manner which "emphasises and reflects the rural environment:' Based on this

under>tanding and the highly agricultural base of the study area the dev'e1opment of

agritourism is recommended.

The study also identified the undeveloped nature of the resorts and the poor

access to them. Factors such as transport or ease of access ha\·e a bearing on the

enjoyment or satisfaction gained from a visit to the countryside and. therefore. an

understanding of the inter-<lependency of these different aspects is critical.

The study discov'ered low intemetion of assembly-members with their people.

Although the radio emerged from the study as the main source of information on tourism

malters there is still the need for more education to be done at the assembly lewl in order

to ensure maximum corporation of the people in the policy formulation and

implementation at the district level.
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there are many more competing demands on the rural areas. They have become multi

purpose resource supporting a variety of different demands and uses. At the same time

tourism is increasingly seen as a valid and important means of sustaining and diversifying

rural economies and societies (Richard & Sharpley 1997).

It has been suggested that rural tourism should be planned and developed in a

manner which "emphasises and reflects the rural environment." Based on this

understanding and the highly agricultural base of the study area the development of

agritourism is recommended.

The study also identified the undeveloped nature of the resorts and the poor

access to them. Factors such as transport or ease of access have a bearing on the

enjoyment or satisfaction gained from a visit to the countryside and, therefore, an

understanding of the inter-dependency of these different aspects is critical.

The study discovered low inteITaction of assemblymembers with their people.

Although the radio emerged from the study as the main source of information on tourism

matters there is still the need for more education to be done at the assembly level in order

to ensure maximum corporation of the people in the policy formulation and

implementation at the district level.
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6.3 IMPLICATION OF STUDY FOR DEVELOPMENT

From the study it became abundantly clear that most of the tourism resorts

mentioned by the respondents are mostly owned by either the communities or

individuals. These developments pose serious challenges when the issue of actual

ownership is to be determined to allow for a major project. One often hears litigation over

such lands. Many areas in the region have not been able to free themsclves from these

entanglements. Such a development has tremendous impact on investment and if nothing

is done to address these bottlenecks they will scare off potential investors. The issue,

therefore, calls for govemmental intervention or more appropriately the District

Assemblies will have to work out ways and means of making the acquisition of land in

the region free of all these encumbrances. This emphasises the point that tourism as an

industry is composed of public and private interests and all these people will be taking

advantage of the liberalized economy of the nation (Gunn 1993). Tourism range is wide

and it is therefore necessary as Fridgen (199\) points out the industry should be

recognised as such by people who formulate policies, regulations and laws to make things

attractive to investors in that area.

Of late, public interest or sector in the industry is beginning to grow. The study

found out that in the study area many private hotels are springing up not necessarily to

promote tourism but largely for commercial interests. The phenomenon, therefore, calls

for the districts and the regional offices of the Ghana tourism Board under the New Local

Govemment system to collaborate in order to make relevant policies to guide

development in the rural areas. According to Fridgen, a well though tout policy assists

owners and business managers in tourism planning development and marketing. A

93



tourism policy, according to Fridgen sets the direction in any planning, devclopment or

market effort. Again the study findings provide sufficient grounds to assess what the

on the need for tourism policy to be well executed to enhance the appeal of a "region Ii"

people expect and hope to derive from the industry. Therefore, one agrees with I'ridgen

tourists and businesses and not as sex haven". Significant examples of this sex-relafed

tourism exist in Thailand, Haiti and Tahiti. The <iamhia has also been portrayed as that

West African country which has been successfully marketed in Scandinavia as the elosesl

placc to "Europc, guarantecing a pleasant climate and where has deeply been affected by

tourism's impact on moral bchaviour" (Lea I~XHJ. Tbe neW threal of the incurable

sexually transmitted disease, aids have serious implications for the popularity of some of

the tourist destinations, Crime and gambling cann<Jt he rult;d out Mathic"oll ct (iL

(1982) suggcst that "tourism and crime arc influenced by population density during the

tourist season; the location of a resort in relation to an International bl)nJcr", The I\~ahl

district fits into tbis category. It lies un an International lIighway that link, the '1 "g"

border. The respondents from the ~tudy .,h()wcu a l<H:k of undCf,,,tandlOg u1' the rrJf)f(J!

dangers associated with tourism development. Lither they dl) not ac(;cpl the ~tatcrncnt a~

a fact or reject tbe consequences uf the slatcment.



Table6.4a

RESPONSE BY COMMUNITY ON TOURISM INCREASING DRUG ABUSE

AND PROSTITUTION

Response No %

Not Acceptable 88 51.7

Acceptable 17 10

Quite Acceptable 10 5.8

Highly acceptable 54 31.7

Undecided I 0.5

Total 170 100

Table 6.4b

RESPONSE BY ASSEMBLY MEMBERS ON TOURISM INCREASING DRUG

ABUSE AND PROSTITUTION

Response No %

Not Acceptable 28 66.6

Acceptable 6 14.2

Quite Acceptable 2 4.7

Highly acceptable 4 9.5

Undecided 2 4.7

Total 42 100

Lea pointed out that different and more relaxed attitudes to sex in some Third

World countries were responsible for the growth of sexual dimension to travel. The

communities are thus aware of this fact and this has implications for tourism

development in terms of what strategies to put in place to stem the tide when tourism is
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schemes with any mitigating strategies. There are copious studies to guide the district

fully fledged. As at now the districts are only promoting tourism without matching those

and the region in 'order not to repeat the mistakes of those countries where tourism has

become synonymous with sex and other loose life styles.

The study also has serious implications for road development. The road network

in the district and the region is not much developed. For the Akatsi district it is a major

handicap to many in those areas. This means that if the tourists do visit the district the

poor road leading to these tourist areas constitute major disincentive. Tourism, according

to Cooper et al (1993) involves the movement of people and hence the relationship

between transportation and tourism development is a vital aspect of tourism studies as

discussed in chapter Two. The road problem will have to be tackled alongside tourism

development, perhaps a multi-sectoral planning is needed for tourism cuts across a wide

spectrum of things.

96



6.4 CQNCI.IJSlQN

The core of this study has been to understand the attitudes of people in the Akatsi

district towards tourism development including identifying some tourism resorts or

It is true that tourism development particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa is an emerging

potentials in the district.

phenomenon. And for the primary economic conSIderation most Sub-Saharan African

countries have thus embraced tourism dc\'elopmcnt and promotion as a matter of urgency

(Acheampong 1996). Quoting from a Tourism De\clopment Report-PolIcy and Trcnds.

Acheampong based the Sub-Saharan Africa outlook on some observed trends among

others as ..the increased promotional tourism and tr3\"cl fairs and exhibitions. in\itations

of tour operators and travel writers and the physical dc\ clopment of reqUisite lounsm

t
I

infrastructure". It is also equally true that not all countncs. regions. states or

communities have a tourist policy (Fridgcn 149\). The Issue IS of a compIe" nature

particularly for the regions of the country. At the rCf!lOoul k\ cl it 15 an open compctitll)!1

among the district assemblies. At the time of wflling lhb report another district In the

region, Keta District had also organised its in\ esunent t3ir comll1g after AkaLSI and

Hohoe districts. \\l1at seems to be happening is that therc IS nl..' (:cntral dmxtion as to

what should be the priority in the region. Granted thai tourism de\ elopment IS identltied

in the region as ha\'ing the edge oyer all others. the question still remains as to \\ ha. to

develop first and from where. It is necessary' for the Volta Region and the Regional Co-

ordinating Council (RCC) to haw a Regional De,elopment Plan that will set right thc

priorities of the region. Thcre had been two or three attempts to organise a forum hcre in

Ho to outline an Action Programme for the region. Nothing concrete has come out or
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been said about that proposed plan. The times now call for such a Master Plan or Policy

to assist in meeting tourism goals and objectives so that resources arc not expcndcd on

unnecessary things in the name of rising up to the challenge of attracting investors to

develop tourism at the district levels.

Finally, tourism development may not be bad in itsclf and sincc it rclics on the

goodwill of the people it is important that the host community or thc local pcople must be

involved in the planning and execution of tourism plans and projccts meant for them. For

the likely moral impacts, whether positivc or ncgativc, tourism planncrs and

policymakers need to consider relevant strategies to mitigate these immoral acts in order

to protect traditional values and nonns in the tourism resort areas.
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APPENDIX B (OUESTIONNAlRE)

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND TOURISM DEYEI,OPMENT IN THE

AKATSI DISTRICT OF THE yOLTA REGION.

The purpose of this study is to understand the attitudes of people particularly in

the Akatsi district towards tourism development.

Your viewpoints are important to the study. Please fill out the entire survey and if

you have additional comments to make, include them in the last page. Your answers are

completely confidential.

A: PERCEPTION:

1. Which of the following activities do you think provide the best opportunity for the

future development of your district? (Rank the items 1-7 with I being the best

opportunity).

Farming

Trading / retail sales

Education / schools

Wood products

Tourism / hotel business

Driving

Fishing

Other (specify)

2. Indicate by ticking your acceptance level of the following which are developments

associated with tourism.
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Not Acceptable Quite Highly

Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable

Hotels
-

I 2 3 4

Guest house I 2 3 4

Beach development I 2 3 4

Restaurants 1 2 3 4

Traditional shrines I 2 3 4

Bar/night clubs I 2 3 4

Public transportation I 2 3 4

Gifllsouvenir shops I 2 3 4

Museums 1 2 3 4

Wildlife / forests I 2 3 4

Cultural festivals 1 , 3 4

Infrastructure I 2 3 4

Outdoor recreation

facilities I 2 3 4

Dancing competitions 1 2 3 4

Cultural centres I 2 3 4

I. What role do you thmk tounsm should play 10 the dlstnct's economy?

(Tick)

(a) No role ( ) (b) Minor role ( ) (c) a role equal to other industries (d) a

dominant role ( ).

2. How will you describe the attitude of any tourist you have met in your area? (Tick).
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Very friendly

Moderately unfriendly

Neither friendly I nor unfriendly

Very friendly.

B. AWARENESS I KNOWJ.EDGE

3. From where have you heard I learnt of tourism" Tick

(a) Radio ( ) (b)TV ( ) (cl Assembly (man) ( 1

(d) Newspaper ( ) (e) Workplace ( ) (f) school ( 1. (gl othcr.

4. Have you ever heard of Ghana's 15'" Year Intcgratcd Tourism Dcvclopment

Programme? (a) Yes ( ) (blNo ( 1

5. Source of information ····················· ..
........... ,_. , ,_ .

6. Are you involved in tourism decision making in your district / area?

(a) Yes ( )

7. What was the issue"

(b)No ( 1

...................................

8. At what level were you involved!

........................ - - .

9. How aware are you ofteunsm projects I resources in your district / area?

(a) Very aware ( )

(d) not at all aware ( ).

(b) somewhat aware ( 1 (c) Slightly aware ( )

10. Name any recent tourism related progranmle in your area I district.

.............................................. ,- ,_ .

II. How often do you interact with your electorates I assemblyman?

Weekly ( ) Monthly ( ) whenever necessary ( ) Not all ( ).
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....... , "

..............................

13. Are such meetings enough? Ves () No ( )

Why? ······································ .

14. How long have you been an assemblyman?

( ) Less than 1 year ( ) 8 yrs ( ) 4yrs ( ) 2yrs ( ) newly elected ( ).

15. Will you support and participate in tourism development projects in your area')

Vest) No().

16. Why? · · · .. · .. · .. ··· .. ··

C. RESOURCES:

From question 2 which of the listed items can you identify in your area as a tourist

potential (List as may as you can and thcir locations).

18.

, .1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

........................

........................

......... ,_ .

.,_ ' ..

...... ,_ .

.. location .

. .... location .

. location .

. location ..

location .

. .. location .

. location .

. location .

It

19. Who owns these resources? (Tick)

(a) the communities (chiefs) ( )

(c) district assembly ( )

(b) individuals ( )

(d) Ghana Tourist Buard (

.. itO?



(e) government ( )

(g) don't know ( )

(I) other (specify) .

20. Tick whether the attractions mentioned in Q. 18 are:

(a) developed ( ) (b)undeveloped ( )

21. If undeveloped what do you think are the reasons?

, , ". " , , .. , ,'.

22. Are the attractions accessible by road?

(a)Yes() (b) No ( )

23. Which of the following do you have in your area? [Tick]

(a) Cultural Centre ( )

(b) Town Hall ( )

(c) Entertainment Centre (

(d) None ( )

24. If answer to Q 23 is (d) where arc social events organised in your area?

...............................................

25. How can the problem be solved"

'" ,- - ,_ ..
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I 234

I 2 3 4

I 2 3 4

1 2 3 4

I 2 3 4

I 2 3 4

I 2 3 4

1 2 3 4

I 2 3 4

I 2 3 4

D. AlTITUDES/ADYOCACY

Show your acceptance level of Ihe following stalemenls by ticking (Refer to Q. 2 for

acceptance level and circle).

26. Tourism will improve infrastructure

27. Tourism preserves our culture

28. Tourism will increase cost of living

29. Tourism increases drug abuse and prostitution

30. Tourism promotes better understanding between people.

31. Tourism encourages more people to VIsit the communities

32. Tourism will provide jobs in the community

33. Tourism helps to expand local crafts. musIC

34. Towns would be much better off \\ Ithout tounsts.

35. I accepllourism development

36 Why' ···

E. INVOI,VEMENT I PRACTICE

36. Whal can you do 10 help the distnct develop Its tourist potentIa"·)

[ Tick].

(a) Will suppon any project ( )

(b) Take pan in communal labour (

(c) Contribute funds ( )

(d) Will engage in craft production (

..... 109
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i,
;

(e) Will not do anything ( )

37. What other infrastructural facilities and services do you think are necessary for

tourism development in your area? [rank according to order of importance].

(a) roads ( )

(b) water ( )

(c) electricity ( )

(d) communications ( )

(e) security ( ).

38. Will you accept that foreigners pay to watch our cultural practices and festivals
O

(a) Yes ( ) (b) No ( )

Why? - -_ _ -'" -_ -_. ---.. -_. --

39. should cultural practices be modified°

(a)Yes() (b)"io (

F: ECONOMIC INDICATORS:

40. Sex: Male ( )

41. Age: (a) under 20

(I) 61 and above.

Female (

(b) 21-30

Tick ( 1-

(c) 31--40 (d) 41-50 (eI51-60

42. Level of Education [Tick]

(a) No education (

(b) primary ( )

( c) middle / secondary (

(d) college / university ( )

(e) post graduate ( )
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43. Which best describes your employment slatus'

(a) employed full time ( )

(b) employed part time ( )

(c) unemployed ( )

(d) self employed ( )

(e) students ( )

(I) housewife ( )

(g) retired I pensioner ( )

44. What is your job I occupation? .

Opinion leader. ···.·· Tick [ ].

THANKS FOR YOUR TIME AND CO-OPERATION .

... ./111
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4MTRAO

Tourism development in Ghana has undoubtedly moved to a key point 10

government policy. The district assemblies have equally been allocating resources to

develop such potentials in their areas. However there seems to be no dlreclion from most

of the Regional Co-ordination Councils and hence the vaTl0us assemblies arc

implementing programmes they think arc right In their 0\\ n estimatIOns with no regIOnal

outlook.

This study focuses on the Akatsi dIstrict whICh \\ as the tirst to l.:wm:h a lnun.sm

fair in the Volta Region. Primary data obtamed through structun:J IOtCf\IC'\\ S \\ ,th

assembly and community members have been supplemented \\ Ilh malcnab from the

district assembly and the dailies. Althoug.h In the Akatsl J,:-;tT1l'l there I~ "'UI111.: J\\ an:nc"",

of what tourism is all about there I~ \CI) Illllllmal Ill\llhcl1h:nt uf the fh:Opk' h~ thL'

Assembly in tourism development

The study therefore dr.l\\ ~ J.{lcnllllll hI thl.' IlCI.'J l~)r ~rl.'ah.·r ri.lT1ll."lrJ.llllll III' thl.:

people since the local people and fl)r that mal1l.:r thl.' (Ullllllun't~ \\ 11\ hJ\L' III 11\l.' \\ lth thl.'

consequences of that de\'elopment

The Akatsi district stud) abo shu\\ ... that the ~triJtl.·~h.: IllL"iJUUn of thl.: .irea un the

ECOWAS Highways and YeT) dose to the Ghana·lugo burder un the ea.... '\.·m "Ide ufkr...

great potentials in tounsm de\e1opment.

However the expech..~ private sector panlclpatu.m In thl.~ tndustr') I~ yet to (all:h up

with the people. The constraints seem to be the JX)()r lIlfrastrul.·tun: In the dl~trKt and

ioodequate marketing of the district potenllals.
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ABSTRACT

Tourism development in Ghana has undoubtedly moved to a key point in

government policy. The district assemblies have equally been allocating resources to

develop such potentials in their areas. However there seems to be no direction from most

of the Regional Co-ordination Councils and hence the various assemblies are

implementing programmes they think are right in their own estimations with no regional

outlook.

This study focuses on the Akatsi district which was the first to launch a tourism

fair in the Volta Region. Primary data obtained through structured interviews with

assembly and community members have been supplemented with materials from the

district assembly and the dailies. Although in the Akatsi district there is some awareness

of what tourism is all about there is very minimal involvement of the people by the

Assembly in tourism development.

The study therefore draws attention to the need for greater participation of the

people since the local people and for that matter the community will have to live with the

consequences of that development.

The Akatsi district study also shows that the strategic location of the area on the

ECOWAS Highways and very close to the Ghana-Togo border on the eastern side offers

great potentials in tourism development.

However the expected private sector participation in the industry is yet to catch up

with the people. The constraints seem to be the poor infrastructure in the district and

inadequate marketing of the district potentials.
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In the Central and Western Regions much gains lire heing ml\de III lourism

promotion. There is therefore the need for the Voltll Region .md the Akalsi disl1iCI Ill!'

that maller to put its house in order if she is to rellp the fruits oflhe industry,
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CHAPTER ONE

GENERAL BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY

."'h! INTRODUCTION
~~

Tourism in the less-developed countries is apparently now receiving allention and

support than ever before. As an industry. it has become quite appealing to both

developed and developing countries.

In 1970, Hall (1970) indicated that the agc of mass tourism is thc "biggest single

factor for change in the great capitals of Europe." The phenomenon then began to attract

attention. According to the World Tourism Organisation. international tourism will be

the most important international sector in world trade (WTO 1993). For instance

tourism, according to Achearnpong (1996) has tor decades remained a key industry to

favourably located less-developed countries like Mexico. the Caribbean Islands and

Turkey. These countries benefited from international tourism because of their adjacent

position to the key tourism generating lands of Western Europe and North America.

Tourism in the world is thus attracting attention. The industry constitutes a

considerable economic activity throughout the world (Ritchie et al 1994). The industry,

to others, has also become a massive ingredient of modem world (Pearce 1989). The

perception therefore among national and local governments is that tourism, stimulates the

development process in resorts and localities (Will et aL 1995).

The World Travel and Tourism Council and the World Tourism Organisation

attribute the growing importance of the industry to the fact that Travel and Tourism

employ more than 112 million people worldwide or about one in 15 employees. Travel



and Tourism invests more than $300 billion in direct. indirect and pcrsonal taxes each

year, more than 6% of total payments (Ritchie et al 1994).

According to Cooper et al (1993) international organisations support tourism for its

contribution to world peace. the benefits of mixing with peoples and cultures and thc fact

that tourism is a "relatively clean industry" (Fridgen 1991). Others in the industry also

attribute this phenomenal increase to social factors that boost demand and to technology

that make the travel possible (Hodgson 1987).

What is mentioned as a catalyst in the tourism development is the "jet plane"

(Inskeep 1998). Air travel has indeed opened the world. In 1970 for instance. when Pan

Am flew the first Boeing 747 from New York to London. scheduled planes earricd 307

million passengers. Twenty-five years later the figure had risen to 1.15 billion (Allan et

al. 1995).

In Africa, Ghana is one country where tourism has suddenly moved to the centre

stage of socio-economie strategies. By 19Y2. the industry ranked as lhe fourth largest

foreign exchange earner-after cocoa, gold and timber.

For the districts of the country. the development and promotion of tourism has,

therefore. become highly competitive. Two districts. Akatsi and Hohoe have already

organised investment and tourism fairs as baits to attract the needed foreign a.ld local

investment. The remaining ten districts in the Volta Region arc likely to follow suite.

Since the success of any community related tourism project largely hingcs on the

community itself. it is important that the involvement of the local pcople becomes

paramount in all stages of the project planning and implementation (Pearce 1995).

However. the extent of that local involvement had been a problem as to whether the

2



people can cause changes in things planned for them or nol. What is the real perception

of the people towards the overall tourism development process itself?

This study is therefore an auemptto address the problem especially at an emerging

tourist destination like Akatsi as a guide to tourism development in the Volta Region.

1.2 BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY:

Within the last two to three decades, the tourism industry has gained considerable

significance (Hunter et al. 1995). It has thus become a "massive ingredient of the modem

world" and 7% of the world's investments is in tourism. Two hundred million people

world-wide are employed in tourism industry (Cooper 1993).

Since the 1950s tourist arrivals moved form over 25 million to 160 million in 1970

and to 405 million in 1989 world-wide (WTO 1988). Cooper, has stated that five

hundred and ninety-two million tourists currently travel around the world annually and by

the year 2010, over one billion tourists will be "criss-crossing" the globe in search of

tourist products.

Sub-Saharan Africa, except Southern Africa. is one of the areas where international

tourism is now experiencing growth. In 1991, tourists expenditure constituted some 8 per

cent of Africa's total receipts compared to 5 per cent in 1985. However, according to

Achearnpong (1996) the continent's share of total Third World export receipts'declined

from over 10 per cent in 1987 to about 8 per cent in 1989." Between 1986 and 1992 the

continent's share of total world export earnings failed to grow, stagnating at around 2 per

cent per annum. With unfavorable export trade in commodities, tourism has become an

avenue for increasing foreign income receipts.

3
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In Ghana, tourism arrivals increased from 94,860 in 1996 to 350,000 in 1997 with a

corresponding increase in receipts from $248 million to $340 million over the same

period. The projection is that by the year 2010, Ghana will receive almost one million

visitors amounting to approximately ¢1.5 billion. The Ghana government realising the

importance of this hitherto untapped industry has received and accepted the planned

development approach through implementation of Integrated Tourism Development

Programme (UNDP). The World Tourism Organisation (WTO) has ranked Ghana 10'" as

the most popular destination in Africa.

The National Tourism Development Plan for Ghana (1996-20 I0) endorsed by the

World Tourism Organisation (WTO), projects government revenue to hit US$I.5 billion

by 2010 from over 1 million tourist arrivals. The United States tops with 20,000 arrivals

into the country with Germany 15,000, France 11,000. The Netherlands 7,000, Canada

and Scandinavia 4,000 and Italy 3,000 following in that order. Nigeria tops the arrival

list in the Africa circuit with almost 42,000 arrivals. Over 15,000 Ivorians visit Ghana

with Togolese numbering about 9,000.

Ghana is, therefore, making efforts to develop this emerging sector of the economy

which has become Ghana's fourth foreign exchange carner (Acheampong 1996).

Acheampong noted that in most Sub-Saharan Africa, tourism is being pum ;d as an

aspect of export diversification and or structural adjustment programmes. Accordingly,

Ghana's Parliament approved ¢890 billion as provisional expenditure for the first quarter

of 1998. Out of the amount, ¢420 billion was alloted to tourism development. (Uraphle,

Thurs. January 8, 1998). The year 1999 has been a busy year for Ghana in terms of

tourism development. A series of tourism conferences and seminars were organised. In

4
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May, 1999 Ghana hosted the 33"' World Tourism Organisation Commission for Africa

Travel Association (ATA) annual congress and the Convocation of Africa Ministers of

Tourism. This was the first time such a meeting took place in Ghana. About 1,500

delegates including 46 Africa-Americans and African Ministers of Tourism, hoteliers and

tour operators attended the meeting which involved seminars, trade shows, bazaars and

handicraft expositions. The conference did give the indication that Ghana is indeed

making a mark on the world tourism map.

At the regional levels, the Central Region, for instance, has undoubtedly become a

pace·setter in harnessing its resources to make the region a major tourist destination in

the country. The bi-annual Pan African Historical Theatre Arts Festival (PANFESTj has

either rightly or wrongly become synonymous with the Central Region. The participation

of the other regions has, however, remained minimal or non-existent in the scheme of

things. This may be due to the fact that very little is known about the attractions in those

regions.

Many would like to blame this siruation on the inability of those areas to market

their attractions. At the 1" ever Central Expo '98 held in Cape Coast, the then Minster of

Trade and Industry, Dr. John Abu, charged the other regions and the districts to be more

aggressive in the promotion of their respective areas in order to expose their p0tentials.

The fact is that most regions have taken too long a time to respond to the idea of

undertaking trade fairs and other promotional actiVIties.

However, the scenario has perhaps introduced a kind of healthy and purposeful

competition among the regions and their distric!. Therefore, the ability to attract the

needed investment to a particular region or area becomes a critical factor and a challenge.
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Recent investment trends reveal that Greater Accra registered increase in investment

from 265 in 1996 to 530 in J998, indicating an increase of lOOper cenl. Central Region

followed closely from 12 investments in 1996 to 23 in 1998 representing an increase of

91.7 per cent (Expo '98 extraets, 1998). On this score, Dr. Abu stressed the point that

"we now expect stiff competition between regions and districts in the country and it is

those which offer the most attractive incentive that will attract investors' (Dr. Abu Expo

'98, Cape Coast).

For the Volta Region, the issue is a critical one for it is not Just a region but also an

important eastern gateway to Ghana. Meanwhile. the fonner Regional Minister. Lt-Col.

Charles Agbenaza, announced at the "Meet the Press Session" in Accra that the then

government of the National Democratic Congress had giwn appronl for the upgrading

of the Ho air strip for use by commercial pri"ate lines. The project is expected to enhance

the region's tourism promotion efforts when completed. Another aIr-strip will also be

cited at Nkwanta (Graphic, Friday 3. 1998: 17).

A study of the chart at the end of this paragraph shows a steady flow of tourists to

the Volta Region and for that maner Ghana. These tourists are mostly the youth who are

interrested in wiroessing the colorful durbar of chiefs or seek adventure. In most cases

the tourists spend just a day at Keta, Anloga and Mepe. They, however, spend three days

on the average at Aflao, Denu and Sogakope. These tourists pass through Akatsl which

incidentally is on the ECOWAS Highway and if tourism potentials were de\eloped in the

district, these tourists could be attracted to them and thereby spend a day or two there.

Depending on the variety of tourist facilities and infrastructure a\ailable. the tounsts

couJd spend longer times. The development and expansIOn of these facilities therefore
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from 265 in 1996 to 530 in 1998, indicating an increase of 100 per cenL Ccntral Rcgion
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those which offer the most attractive incentive that will atlract invcstors" (Dr. Abu Expo
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For the Volta Region. the issue is a critical onc for it is 110t just a region but also an

important eastern gateway to Ghana, Meanwhile, the fonner Regional Minister, Lt-CoL

Charles Agbenaza, announced at the "Meet the Press Session" in Accra that the then

government of the National Democratic Congress had given approval for the upgrading

of the Ho air strip for use by commercial private lines, The project is expeeled to enhance

the region's tourism promotion efforts whcn completed. Another air-strip will also be

cited at Nkwanta (Graphic, Friday 3, 1998: 17).

A study of the chart at thc cnd of this paragraph shows a steady flow of tourists to

the Volta Region and for that matter Ghana. These tourists arc mostly the youth who are

interrested in witnessing the colorful durbar of chiefs or seek adventure. In most cases

the tourists spend just a day at Keta, Anloga and Mepe. They. however, spend three days

on the average at Allao, Denu and Sogakope. Thesc tourists pass through Akatsi whICh

incidentally is on the ECOWAS Highway and if tourism potentials were developed in the

district, these tourists could be attracted to them and thereby spend a day or two there.

Depending on the variety of tourist facilities and infrastructure available, the tourists

could spend longer times. The development and expansion of these faeilities therefore
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are critical issues facing the districts in their tourism development drives since these

facilities are used by local residents and tourists alike (Witt et al. 1995).

Table 1.1

TOURIST FLOW TO GHANA & VOLTA REGION 11981-1995),

(Source. GTB, 1997)

Year Tourism Flow to Ghana Flow to Volta Region % National

1981 13,522 453 3.4%

1983 34,522 1,112 3.2%

1985 85,332 1,530 1.8%

1987 103,440 2,105 2.0%

1989 125.162 2,713 2.2%

1991 172.680 2,814 1.6%

1993 256,680 5,500 4.0%

1995 286,000 8,850 3.2%

In October 1998 the Akatsi District Assembly launched its first ever Trade and

Investment Fair under the theme: "Unfolding the Investment Potentials of the Akatsi

District". That Fair was in realisation of the tourist potentials that the district has and the

need to market them. It presented itself as a district with a lot of untapped resources and

one destination for investment in the agro-based, brick and tile industries.

7



1.3 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Tourism as indicated earlier in the introduction has occupied a prominent position in

the country's socio-economic scheme of things. As a result Ghana has becn promoting

various forms of tourism (Acheapong 1996).

The National Tourism Development Plan for Ghana (1996-2010) recognises the

need for community involvement to make tourism development sustainable particularly

in the rural areas. Such a position is supported by the fact that the sustainability of

tourism at the community levels is dependent on approval and acceptability of the project

bv the locals who eventually would bear the cffccts of that tourism development. Dei

(Expo, Cape Coast 1998) drew attention to this fact lhat tourism has thc tcndcncy to altcr

the nature of politics and may "initiate conflicts when gon:mmcnts impose tourism

development without consultation". Dei, therefore. arguL~s for the conlrol of tounsm

which he said must "be in the hands of the Indigenous people" and should also be

community-driven.

The Akatsi district in the \'olta Region is relatively ne\\' and one of the kast-

developed districts. Tourism, as an emerging Industry, IS therefore, being looked upon in

the district as an alternate to quickening the pace of de\ dopment. The quesllon which

will then be ofimponance and which must be addressed e\'olve around the \\ illingness or

otherwise of the people to participate in tourism development and whether the people

think tourism would promote the development of the district. The knowledge of thiS

background information is important because of the implications It mIght have on

decision making particularly at the district level in such matters of tourism development

Because tourism is still a relatively new activity. there are qune a few examples of how

8
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the unplanned and haphazard growth of the sector can produce hamlful effects on the

environment and negative consequences for the socio-cultural valucs of thc society. It is

important therefore that the people are made part of decisions that will affect them. The

study. therefore seeks to assess the knowledge. attitudes and perception of thc people as

the basis for their participation and involvement in programmes and projects that affect

them.

1.4 OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the study are:

(a) to catalogue tourism resources in the district.

(b) to assess the level ofawareness and willingness of the locals to participate in tourisl11-

related projects.

(c) to evaluate the various perceptions ofthc peoplc (i. e Assembly members. opinion

leaders and the larger community) and their expectations towards tourism

development.

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Tourism development now covers a central position in the development plans of the

district assemblies. However not much work has been done in that regard. The

significance of the study, therefore, lies in the fact that it will provide empirical data for

tourism planners at the district level as to what potentials arc available as well as the

disposition of the people towards the industry. Since tourism depends largely on the

9
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1.6 ORGANISAnON OF WORK

The sludy has been organised under six chaplers. Chapter I deals with Ihc

background to the study which covers study objeclives and work organisation.

Chapter 2 covers some major issues in cOll1munity partidpation as well as

framework for lhe study.

Chapter 3 covers the study area. data colkctilll1 and backgn.mlld llrn:spol1dL'llts.

Chapter 4 discusses some field experiences while dwpter 5 looks at the future or the

tourism industry in the Akatsi dislrict. Chapter 6 which is the last chaplcr discuss,'s thc

implications of the findings for tourism development.

1.7 SUMMARY

The World Tourism Organisation (WTOj has made projections to the eiTel" that by

the year 2010. over one billion tourists will be "criss-crossing" the globe in search of

tourist products. Many of these products can also be fuund in Sub-Saharan Africa where

international tourism is experiencing high rates of growth.

In Ghana for instance Parliament approved in 1998 ¢890 billion as expenditure in

the tourism seclor for the first quarter of that year. The organisation of the bi-annual

10

!i

,
I,

i

I

, ,

:,i
i I
I



PANAFEST in Cape Coast seems to be the main catalyst in the tourism development

efforts in the country. All the regions have, therefore been challenged under the new

local government system to develop and market their tourism attractions.

In the Volta Region only two districts, (Akatsi and Hohoe) out of the 12 have

organised investment and tourism fairs. In the effort to complement the tourism

development of the region the study focused on the attitudes and perceptions of the

people towards tourism development since they will bear the consequences of that

development. It is therefore argued that the people are made part and parcel of all

planning and that tourism development must be in the hands of the indigenous people and

must also be community-driven.
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CHAPTER TWO

ISSUESON COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND CONCEPTUAL

FRAMEWORK.

2.1 INTRODUCTION

Tourism has changed in character from its earlier times when traveling was for the

purposes of factors such as "curiosity and escape from enemies" (Casson 1974:5-10).

Although the sector has come a long way, tourism is still a new activity for many

countries with little or no experience in developing this sector of the economy (Inskeep

1991). In Ghana, although the decentralisation programme has made the development of

the rural areas the sale responsibility of the district assemblies many of them in the Volta

Region have only been paying lip service to the development of the sector. Very often

the problem has been lack of trained personnel in the assemblies to handle the sector.

On the other hand the industry will become the world's largest export industry by

2005 for as Mcintosh (1995) points out the tourism sector is "a growth industry".

Publications on the sector tend to argue for more attention to be given to this sector in

view of the potential it holds for the economies of the "developing" nations.

Consequently, some countries are diversifying and promotion their tourism industry. For

instance, the Government of Colombia is promoting the industry to both foreign and

intemational investors seeking new opportunities (Newsweek, March 91995).

For Ghana, tourism development as pointed out earlier, is a new phenomenon.

However, the economic liberalisation policy of the government has paved the way for

direct involvement of trans-national corporation in Ghana's hotel business (Acheampong

1996).
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At a Donor Roundtable Conference on Tourism Development in Accra in April

1998, the Goveniment of Ghana saw tourism development as a vital sector to be nurtured

rapidly to address issues relating to poverty alleviation, job creation and rural

development (Alta Mills 1998:5). The assumption is that once tourism is embarked upon

it will solve all the problems of the nation. However not much of the negativc sides

associated with tourism development have been highlighted. The position has thus

compelled some writers to ask whether tourism development is a "blessing or a blight"

(Young 1973).

There have been major developments SlOce the launching of Ghana's 15-Ycar

Integrated Tourism Development Plan. For instance, in May, 1999, Ghana hostcd the

joint 33"' World Tourism Organisation (WTO) Commission for African Travcl

Association (ATA) annual congress and the Convocation of African Ministers of tourism.

That meeting was attended by 1,500 delegates from various parts of the world. About 50

African Ministers of Tourism and Hoteliers and tour operators who attended the mccting

agreed to support and canvass for investment in the scctor. For instance, Ghana and

Korea pledged to explore tourism potentials in the country for the benefit of the two

countries. The bargain is that while Korea takes on the training of Ghanaian tourism

officials and practitioners, Ghana on the other hand wi II open her doors tv Korean

investors in tourism.

Up to June 1999,780 new investments, the value of $1.3 billion were re registered

by the Ghana Investment Promotion Centre. Meanwhile, CHEVRON CORP is investing

512 billion over five years in Africa particularly in tourism related projects (Graphic,
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May 21 (991). The vice chairman of the Company, Mr. David O'Reilly said Chevron's

invesbnent is meant to serve as a "stimulus" for economic growth.

Ghana, for instance earned $347 million from the tourism sector in 2000 (Graphic,

May 8 2000). For the above stated reasons countries like Ghana are therefore,

developing their tourism potentials. But what seems to be the concern is whether the

relevant skilled personnel are available at the district levels to carry through the

programmes or the goodwill of the people can be guaranteed since tourism development

is closely linked up with the acceptance of the people. This chapter, therefore, examines

some issues on community participation as a concept.

2.2 COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN DEVELOPMENT

Development planning for the greater part of the 1950's remained largely

uncoordinated (Chambers 1983). Such plans thus were looked from within a very limited

scope as involving one discipline. Before then writers such as Snow (1959) interpreted

the problem as one of interdisciplinary difference and consequently popularised the idea

of "two cultures" one of scientists and one of literary intellectuals. These two groups of

people, Snow observed, had a gulf of mutual incomprehension, even hostility and dislike.

Snow examined some striking parallels of the inter-disciplinary gulf in Africa. Some

African regimes were largely anti-rural discouraging the rural population from expressing

their voice and from participating in matters affecting them. Politicians and planners who

were favourably inclined towards the rural areas often assumed that they knew what was

best for the rural areas without consulting the population (Chambers 1981: 34). Such a
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position largely explained the "top-down" pattern of approach in development which

largely cut off the people from their own supposedly projects.

Ghana has had its experiences of this '~op-down" model of planning under the local

system of administration. Decision-making therefore. took time because these bodics

created at the local areas had to refer decisions on mailers to a Ministry in Accra. which

bogged down with matters of national significance. was unable to react quickly enough to

problems referred from the local level. Thus the tempo of activity was slowed down

(New Local Government System 1996:37).

Development thinking now regards the "people" as partncrs in development and

hence the emphasis is on community involvement or participation in response to the

failed "top-down" model of planning.

2.3 CONCEPT OF COMMUNITY PARTICIPAnON: (CCP)

In Sub-Saharan Africa. the concept of "community" as describcd and used for

interventions is said to be less clear. Very often a number of the intervention

programmes described as "community-based" have targeted largely groups of onc sort or

the other. Hence such programmes do not diffuse into general population. This is the

vertical type of community as against the horizontal community which is a 6rouP of

people within a geographically defined area. Available evidence suggests howcver that

vertical communities with their shared identity and commitment have evolved

programmes that changed behaviour. This type of community although relcvant IS not

the focus of this study. For this purpose therefore Dei's definition which very much
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agrees with the horizontal community has been adopted to mean "a group of any size

whose members reside in a specific and historical heritage" (Dei 1997).

Community, therefore, in the above context may be located in a city or a rural

area. What is important here is that in these communities the people for whom projects

are meant must be actively engaged in those projects. In fact, the National Tourism

Development Plan for Ghana (1996-2010) docs recognise the need for community

involvement and village tourism. This outlook is very relevant because tourism

development in Ghana now is very much located in the rural areas of the districts, hence

the emphasis that rural development efforts (tourism no exception) should focus on local

peoples ''needs, constraints and priorities". By this focus, it is hoped that the local

people would manage their own transition to more efficient and sustainable resource use

to improve their well-being. This can only happen when the "indigenous people control

tourism" (Dei 1997).

The FAO has outlined guidelines for development strategies in the rural areas,

that:

(a) Rural development plans should be designed with the active participation of the

beneficiaries taking into consideration their perception of their own local need and

possibilities.

(b) The involvement of the local population, needs assessment and In project design

diminishes the need for large-scale costly and time-consuming survey.

(c) Rural development activities have greater chances of success if they are started on a

small-scale with a limited number of participants and a few selected activities

(Agriculture and Rural Development 1998).
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lbe inclusion of the communities in development planning underscores the fact

that every community has some limited capability and necessary resources in the

form of ideas, talents, skills and leadership assets however little the available amount

may be (Abatema 1995).

Milkovich et al (1991) described community participation or involvement as a

tool to conscientise rural communities about the need to change their deplorable

situation. Although earlier definition of community cuts across the urban rural

dichotomy Milkovich's definition very much fits into the rural setting where the

change he referred to is most required. What was expected to have changed was the

attitude of the people towards tourism development. However, it should also be

pointed out that community participation in such intervention is not necessarily

against that hopeless background which Milkovich et al have suggested. Rather such

interventions should enhance the communities' outlook. Milkovich and others may

have been influenced by their own comparatively rich background to always

associate diseases and squalor to the rural communities.

Murphy (1985) described community participation as a social process whereby

specific groups of people with shared needs living in a defined geographic area

actively pursue identification of their needs. take decisions and establish mechanism

to meet their needs.

One of the points this second definition has in common with the former is one of

the community existing in a location. The definition also has a few things in

common with the FAa's guidelines on development planning which mentions the

17



need for the communities to identify their planning which mentions the need for the

communities to identify their own needs and be involved in those project.

Based on the second definition five factors that must ensure and influence that

community participation have been identified. These five factors are:

The need for the community to identify its priority needs from the list of many

competing ones. This is known as the needs assessment.

Leadership quality development among the local community is also very essential

for mobilisation purposes.

The next factor is the need for organisation in order to avoid overlapping. The

community also needs to mobilise internal and external resources and strategise

towards them.

Finally, there IS the management of the available resources to ensure their

continued use.

Although these steps have been outlined it cannot be said to have been followed

in many development planning. In assigning some reasons Molefe (1996) said very

often community participation in especially rural communities is taken to mean the

contribution of labour towards the development of rural infrastructure. Molefe has

identified four attitudinal obstacles which affect rural people's involvement in

development efforts.

These are:

(i) Illiteracy: This causes inferiority complex. The point here is that people are afraid to

take part or to be fully involved, thinking that they cannot make worthwhile

contributions.
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(ii) Qni1plJls Md tradjtions: people tend to follow customs and traditions even if they

work against development The submissiveness of women and the second role positions

they are called to play are now being challenged in Ghana by gender advocates. These

groups are now pUlling pressure on government for equal opportunities for women in all

spheres of life. The govemment has even now established a Women Ministry to address

these gender related issues.

(iii) Dependency: People may have become so used to being dependent on the authorities

and other agencies that receiving hand-outs becomes a norm.

(iv) Apathy: People may accommodate their poverty and misery be accepting it as a way

oflife. They may be fearful of trying any innovation because it carries tremcndous risks.

Molefc called his approach to community participation as a "pcoplc ccntrcd

approach".

For sometime now. the involvement of the communities as a "bottom-up"

perspective has emerged in studies. Such studics have undcrlincd the necd for tourism

planners and developers to understand that tourism planning involves creating a "futurc

that is acceptable to the community and to others" (Fridgen 1991). This mcans that the

people at the local level where the tourism project is being cited hold the kcy to the

success of that venture. They may accept or rejcct that project depending on how it is

conceived, planned and implemented. The argument is that tourism relies heavily upon

the hospitality of local residents, who have both "the right and the obligation to become

involved in the planning process that will shape the future of their community and their

lives" (Fridgen 1991). The case for the local residents is that they will suffer and live all

their lives with the consequences of tourism development including increased numbers of
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people, increased use of roads and various economic and employment based effects. One

can conclude that·a project that is planned and constructed without the knowledge and

support of the local residents is likely to fail. Consequently, Fridgen points out that

anger, apathy or mistrust will ultimately be conveyed to the tourists and the slightest

signs of unwelcome will deter them. So therefore, the effective involvement of locals in

tourism planning in the form of a "bottom-up" kind of planning has become necessary

now than ever before in view of the conflicts and negative impacts inherent in tourism

development. For example, in the Green Turtle Cay of the Bahamas in the Caribbean in

the 1960s local residents clashed with tourists who visited the Island (La Flame, Annals

of Tourism Research 1979). The conflict at the Bahamas was over large numbers of

tourists far beyond the sauce carrying capacity. The resultant interaction with the

outsiders became superficial and in certain cases the tourists were ignored. Some other

changes were noted among the residents of Green Turtle Cay. Prominent among them

were major shifts in the lifestyles of the people, emphasis on imported manufactured

goods which affected the production of local food, local entrepreneurial skills in boat

building and the lure of women from their homes towards the industry. La Flame's

article provided some sociological insight into how values, attitudes and behaviour of

human societies or a whole nation can impinge on tourism as an industry.

There are some other instances of confrontation especially where tourists begin to

show lack of sensitivity towards the locals and what they consider to be sacred (Gatner

1996). For instance, in February 1974, a tour group from an American school visited

Thailand. Six of the students Climbed on to a statue of the Buddha which they wanted to

photograph. Local people were shocked, and called in the police who arrested the young
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people. On the following day the students were fined $50 each. The students were all

members of a religious group and when the head of this denomination heard the news, he

stated that he didn't see why the students should be punished because they didn't believe

in the Buddha and so no sacriledge was committed.

At the Kenyan Amboseli National Park severe tourist congestion has been

reported (Lea 1988) mueh to the ehagrin of the locals. Lea again pointed out that in

Bangkok, sex tourism is a booming business. More than half a million women are

reported as working in the sex industry, some 200,000 of whom are prostitutes living in

Bangkok. In relation to prostitution Cohen (1972) identified a eare free altitude towards

sex in some Third World eountries to be responsible for the growth of a sexual dimension

to travel.

Overall tourism planning and development, therefore, should carefully consider

the desires and preferences of the local communi tiCS should result in improving thc

communities (Archer 1973).

Dei describes community participation as "orgaDised efforts of thc local people

themselves to make sustainable usc resources". The pUlOt Dei makes is thal<.:ummunlty

participation is strongly influenced by ethnic and cultural factors as Molck rightly

identified earlier. Therefore he points out that If governments imposc tourISm

development without consultation it might initiate eonflicts as have alrcady been

demonstrated in the Green Turtle Cay and Kenya. For the above reason, Dei says the

"opportunities for the control of tourism must be in the hands of the indigenous people

and that tourism should be demand driven". Evidence of this conflict has also been

evidenced in the case of the Kakum National Park in the Central Region. In an
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unpublished work of Awusabo-Asare and Abane of the University of Cape Coast

community participation under the title "In whose interest7"the two writers identified that

one of the expectations of the people around the Kakum Park was that as the tourism

industry grew there will be jobs for individuals. The study on the other hand observed,

however, that by the start of 1998 only 37 persons were working at the Park. This, to the

writers "was a great disappointment to the villagers". 1 he study identified sueh

consequences on the people as disruption of their economic live their serene

environments and traditional ways of life. The result of all these is that lhe affected

farmers in and around the Park have been infiltrating into it and even threalened taking

baek their eeonomie lands.

The same situation is also unfolding in the Kyabobo !'Jational Park at Nkwanta in

the Volta Region. Although the government acquired the Reserve as far back as In~ the

eight eommunities: (Shiare; Kyilinga, Kromase. Odomi. Keri. Kue. Paw a and Gekrongl

are still resisting the government acquisition. Inf'let when the GBC·Ncws tl::.t0l in I-IU

visited Shiare in 1997 to do a documentary on the Rcsenc fOf tourism prumotlOn the

team was chased out of the village and accused of being agcnb uf government cumlng to

"deceive" and deprive them of their ancestral lands.

Whatever level the community partiCipatIon is being advocated, the bottom line IS

!hat there must be a greater involvement of the local eommunily III lhe development of

local tourism. This will ensure local control over the direction of tourism de\elopment

and utilise local resources to increase employment and economic benefits to the

community. Where residents have the impreSSIOn lhat tourism is III the hands of
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outsiders, in the fonn of big companies and hotel chains. loelll people reelmo,~' IIlienllted

from the industry (Cohen 1998).

The expectation is that the "people-centered" model will hl'lp elil11inllle em,lliets

and enhance sustainability. The diagram below shows II n"'del or planning with

communities.

FIGURE 2.1
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This model of planning with the communities emphasises on the need for consultation

Dei (2000).

·I
i
i,
!

,!
I
!

, ...

with the target groups. The same emphasis has also been captured in the government's

new planning system (Local Government publication 1996),

FIGURE 2.2:

THE NEW nANNING SYSTEM
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So\lTCe: (LOCAL GOVERNMENT SYSTEM 1996).

The diagram (Fig 2.2) provides that local people (communities) must participate

in the formulation of the District Development Plan. This means that planning at the

district level starts with the communities problem, goals and objectives from Unit

Committee level through the Town/Area/Urban/Zonal Councils to the District

Assemblies. The approved plan is then sent to the Regional Co-ordinating Council for

co-ordination and haml0nization with the plans of other District Assemblies in the

region.

2.4 "SBC MODEL (AN ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE STUDY).

Since the development and the sustenance of the industry will depend on the

goodwill of the people, information flow from top to bottom and vice-versa is important

in the whole process of tourism development. Within the above context, therefore, the

study has adopted the "Steps To Behaviour Change" (SBC) Model to help assess the

level of community awareness and participation in the current tourism development

process in the study area. The Model is discussed in this chapter.

These Models are developed or designed to help researchers to describe and

explain relationship and behaviour of phenomenon. A variety of models have, therefore,

been developed. An example is what is discussed below.
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'-::'..

,(.



2.4.1 "SUC" (STEPS TO BEHAVIOUR CHANGE) MODEL

This framework was first developed for use in family planning and reproduclivc

health by Population Communication Services (Phyllis 1997). Thc framcwork is an

adoptation of diffusion of innovations Iheory and Ihe imputJoutpUI Persuasion model.

The SCB Model consists of five major stages of ehangcs knowledge, approval, intenlion,

practice and advocacy (KAIPA) The five stages and sixlecn sleps are shown below wilh

some adaptations.

(I) KNOWl.EDGE:

I. Recalling ofmessages.

2. Understands Ihe issues at slakc.

3. Ability to name ilem and source (s) of supply.

(2) APPROYAI.:

4. Responds favourably to messages.

5. Ability to discuss issues among themselves.

6. Thinks, friends and community approve of project.

7. Approves of project.

(3) INTENTION:

8. Recognises that project can meel a personal and community nccd.

9. Intends to consult a provider.

10. Intends to initiate project at some time.

(4) PRACTICE:

11. Goes to provider of informalion / supplies services.

12. Ability to model and begins project.
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13. Continues on the project/issue.

(5) ADVOCACY;

14. Experiences and acknowledges personal benefits of family planning

IS. Advocates practice to others.

16. Support programmes in the community.

The "SBC" framework shows how individuals and groups progress from knowledge

to sustained behaviour change and advocacy. The framework recognises that people

move through several intermediate steps before they change their behaviour. Again. the

framework further points out that people usually need different messages and sometimes

different approaches. whether interpersonal communication. community mobilisation or

mass media.

The framework is being adopted because of its flexibility. In this instance the family

planning components have been substituted with tourism related questions which made it

possible to identify the "media" particularly the radio as the most reliable source of

information (Tables 4.1 & 4.2).

2.5 CONCLUSION

Researchers in recent times have shown that the pace of development ca, be

quickened particularly in the rural communities with the introduction of rural tourism

with the course "committed" local community participation. The argument is against the

observed phenomenon of conflicts where such beneficiary communities have been left

out in planning processes. To ensure responsible and sustainable tourism community

participation becomes the most favoured concept as meaning the concerted efforts of the
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lout people themselves to make sustainable use of their resources (Bjaras et al. 1991).

This calls for greater involvement of the people in the identification of their needs and

priorities and willingness to participate in the resultant projects for their benefits and

sustainability.
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CHAPTER THREE

STUDY AREA, METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION AND BACKGROUND

OF RESPONDENTS

3.1 INTRODUCTION

The data gathering for this study has not been an easy one, The difficulties arose

because the study was carried out in the communities which were rather skeptical of the

entire research and demanded either monies or drinks at almost every point of interaction,

The ordeal however widened our horizons as to what to expect in future in conducting

such rural-based research especially in a developing country like Ghana,

3.2 STUDY AREA

The study area is Akatsi district. (See Map), It is one of the fairly new districts in the

country, It was carved out of the KelU District on 10'h March, 1981, under Legislative

Instrument (Ll) No, 1470.

The district covers mainly the Avenor and the Ave traditional areas, The people of

these two areas are mainly Ewes believed to be among the first group of Ewe people that

migrated from Notsie in Togo to settle in the Volta Region in the 18'h century. The

Avenors covered the South and Aves the North of the district. Akatsi is the district

capital.

The Akatsi district covers about 906.45 square kilometres with a population of

90,527 out of which 52% are female. It lies in the south eastern part of the Volta Region

and bounded on the south by the Keta and on the north by Ho district, the west by South

29
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Tongu district and on the north by Ho dist";ct and the Republic of Togo, Akatsi is one

major town after Aflao and they both lie on the ECOWAS Highway,

The Tordzie River is the main drainage channel. Monlhly temperature flueluates

between 26° and 28°,C. Rainfall is between IOO-200em, There is double maximum

rainfall with the main rainy season in May-June and Ihe minor rains in Seplember-

November, The vegetation of the district is made up of coastal savannah in the south

dominated by grassland in the north,

3.2.1 THE ECONOMY

About 75% of the inhabitants arc farmers who undertake I<JOd-erop farming and

animal husbandry, The people arc largely subsistent farmers, Ilowever, there arc

pockets of commercial fanns, especially of vegetables. Two agricultural companies arc

currently growing vegetables and between them employ about X5 people (Akalsi Disl""1

publieation,1998), About 11,530 hectares of farmland arc cultivated annually with an

average family size of 3 persons per hectare,

The only medium-scale farm in thc district is Ihe !'aram Farm at Akalsi, which

grows vegetables for export, The faml exports on the average 256, 26IJKg of assorted

vegetables annually and employs about 21 local hands,

Black berry, oil palm, cashew and improvL':d mango and sugan.:am: arc alsu

cultivated in the district.

In the livestock seclor, commercial callie production is mainly in the central zune

of the district where there is abundant fodder. Meanwhile, the district is noted f(Jr ils
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improved cattle breed-the Snngn, Sheep. ll'lnl~. ~wi"e ",,,I I'""llry a'" ulsll 1",,,hll,,',1 ,II' U

~mall·scale,

Markel dnys rnll on cvery Iinh day and ",InI" allllln~ Ihe Ihree IlIUI"r Ill"ns Illlhlll

the district (Akatsi. Ave-Dnkl'n and Ave-Aliadenyi~hu), rh,' AkulS! n,ark,'1 IS Ih,' IlIlSll'sl

with considerable palronagc,

The monufncturing sector is :-ilill 1IIHknh,·\'l'h1Ill'\!.

blacksmithing. buskclry and IlInl Weal'ill~ "'Ill he id"lllilkd,

3.1.1 CUI,TlIRE I FESTIVAI,S

lit 1\\ 1..'\'\,,'1', 1..':11111..'111:11'\,

With the exception or the district rnpllal, ;\\..at .... i. all 01111.'1' Sl,'lIh:IlH'llls III 1IIl'

dislrict nl'c mainly !"llml which huvc stmllg dispt1silinn Inwards Il'sll\'als, There :11\' ,lin'I.'

principal ones which UI'C celebrated cVI.'l'y Yl':It' lind draw IIHlUY lll.'opk 1101111.' dl11'i lip, tho.st'

times, These mlljoriestivllis nrc Ihe "llll~hl'l"", Agl1l'li/u" "nd "1ll'1l1':1I"",

(8) "HOGB1~ZA"This is cclcbl'lltl.·d dllril1~ till' SlTtllld WI,,.d; til'l h'l'l'lllhn l'od, Yl':!1' ttl

COnlll1ClUorutc the migrutilll1 or thl' UlIl'I.'slms til' tlu.' AVl'l1or l11'tlpk' Ihllll Ihl'll

ancestral homc, Avcnol'-KelllklJl~ In till: Ih'puhlil.' or 'l'o)),U, As 111 tllhn purls Ill'Oll'

region, the 1-logbc7.u prOVides 1111 Ol'l'i1,'iitln ur htlllll."·l.'tllllillg IiII' all AVl.'lIt1r pl'llpk 10

deliberatc on social und CC0l10l1lk IsslIes IiII' tIll.' lk'Vl,.. ltlpllll.'nl til' IhI.' tllslril'l

The chul'lIeleristic !e,"ures or the !esllvn! Iueltilic rl'l'oul'ili:lIiou, IIIU"ls,

purificalion of clan shrincs und u congress oj' tilt.' chil'l;; lind pt.'lIpk. Tl'lldiliolllll

drumming and doncing arc a C0l11111011 fculufC 01' such Icstivnls.
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(b) THE"AGBELIZA" (CASSAVA FESTIVAL)

This is celebrated by the Avenorfedo community. It is celebrated in the first week of

August each year to recognise the importance of cassava in the life of the people. The

main feature of this festival has always been the exhibition of variety of cassava products

like gari, tapioca, yakayaka, chips, doughnuts and bread. At this festivals the best

cassava farmer is honoured.

(b) "DENYAZA" Unlike the other two festivals, Hogbeza, the Denyaza is celebrated

locally in a number of communities around Easter or Christmas. The festival has been

planned in such a way as to coincide with major festivitics in order to gct a good number

of the citizens to donate either in kind or cash towards devclopment projccts.

Apart from the festivities these occasions are mcant for re~iewing allegiance to thc

chiefs and more importantly to showcase the arca's culture. Thc showcasing of the area's

culture has become a major tourism attraction which almost all the traditional areas in the

region are now using to attract tourists. Incidentally. among the fastest growing segments

of tourism now are the types of these celebrations (Mcintosh 1995). Many local fcstivals

originally designed to entertain local residents have grown to allract visitors from outside.

Such events allow a region or community to celebratc its uniqucness, promotc itsclC

develop local pride and estimates its economic well-being. The International Festivals

Association estimates that every year between 50,000 and 60,000 half-day to one day

events and 5,000 or more festivals of two days or longer are organised (Melntosh 1995).

These festivals can provide sources of income if they are properly tapped (Getz 1990).

However, a word of caution is needed here against the tendency of some people to

commercialise these traditional festivals as observed in Papua New Guinea. Precisely at
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Goroka traditional native performances have been revived for tourists, the best known

being those by the Asaw valley mudmen. However, the mudmen have never had control

of their operation; performances are negotiated with the promoter by middlemen (Pearce

1995; Cohen 1982).

3.2.3 SOCIAL SERVICES

From interviews held with heads of some social service institutions in the district

the under-development of the district came to the fore in terms of road network, posts and

telecommunications, health and banking.

3.2.4 ROADS

This sector is still developing. Akatsi is linked to Dzodzc and Dcnu. Ziope,

Sogakofe, Anyako, Adidome and Keta by first and second class roads. An intemational

highway, the Accra-Aflao-Lome-Lagos Highways runs through the district.

Other roads include the Akatsi-Wute-Ziope, Abor-Avenorfcme, Akatsi-Tuime-

Kpodzi-Adzikame, Akatsi-Agbedrafor, Akatsi-Bator-Ohawu and Akatsi-Live. Footpaths

link the many rural settlements in the district. Although these roads have been

mentioned, the district's outlook in terms of social serviee must be improved upon. The

Akatsi District assembly has rightly outlined some priority road networks for

construction. Since tourism involves the movement of people either by air, road or sea

the relationship between transportation and tourism development is vital. Good road

network and access to tourist sites are prerequisites for the development of any

destination.
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3.2.5 TELECOMMUNICATION

This is not well developed. However, Capital Telecom provides special services.

This is limited only to the District Assembly and the District Chief Executive's residence.

Although Ghana Telecommunication company has providcd a booth in town in addition

to a few private communication centres, the lines have not been very good. The Rcgional

Director of Ghana Telecom, Mr. Douglas Wagba, indicated that Akatsi has bccn

programmed to receive additional lines undcr the new digital systcm. At the time of

writing this report work was progressing for the complcte change ovcr from thc WILL

System to the digital. Good telecommunication link is a necessary ingrcdient m the

development of tourism as tourists and the people alike would like to communicate home

or transact business from their hotel rooms. Thc new world mformallon tcchnology has

made the world one global entity so that any nation that docs not move along with the

rest of the world will be left behind in tern,s of technology.

3.2.6 HEALTH

The Akatsi district has ekven health faeililies Illvc ,tate-owned and SIX pn vatcly

owned) which provide preventive and curative ser\lees. and Maternal and Child Health

(MCH) Services. Some of the health facilities arc Akatsi Health Centre, AvenorlCdo

Health Post, Dakpa Health Centre and Gefia Health Post.

The health sector is thus very crucial not only for tounsm development but for the

general well being of the people.
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3.2.7 HOTELS

This is an area which is now developing. With the exception of the newly 2-Star

Magava Hotel there is no other major hotel. Hotel accommodation is an essential

component of tourism, given that any definition of tourism involvcs a stay away from

home. The accommodation becomes the psychological base for thc tourist during his or

berstayaway(Cooperetal. 1993; Wahab 1975).

iu METHODS OF DATA COLLECTION

The sources of information for the study were of two typcs:

(a) Primary sources, including all materials collccted in the field and (b) secondary sourccs

derived from the Akatsi District Asscmbly.

I

!
t
I

i

For the primary sources a comprehensivc list of houses was obtained from the Akatsi

District Assembly.

During the pre-test on the field twenty of the houses were randomly pIcked and speCIfic

semi-structured questions on perception. occupation, knowledge and time were asked

potential respondents each in every house to assess the trend or the study Itselr On the

whole, the results obtained were informative, although a number of respondents were

unwilling to be interviewed while others would just not answer particular questions be ause

they believed we were wasting their time.

The secondary sources include the District Assembly records. A great deal of tllne was

spout flipping through those papers to obtain relevant documents for the study. Nevertheless.

lbe little information that was obtained on the socIa-economic background of the district
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en/IanCed the study analysis, These infonllalion included.llllll nil "'X lI11d ll~l' disll'ihll"'",

mll'i181 statuS and cducationollevels.

Infonnation from the dish'h.'t Poslul und Telccoll\I1\UIlI\.'utHIl\ l'lUHl'l\llIl'S, lihal\n WIlll'l

Company and Electricity Compnlly ofllhnnu nlSll pWYl'd \\.'1)" USl,rU! h1 1I\l' sllld\

A few published and unpublished untn \\'1111,.'11 "'l'rl' Ilhl:lIlll,,'d lhllll ,SOllll' ll'llll'd

Finally the data on the sl1cio Cl'l1lH.J1llil' hlld.~I·Ul1lhl "rlhe rl':-iplllldl'I\Co,; l'nh:llll'l'd till' ... lud,

analysis.

3.3.1 IN·DEPTH INTERVI~:W

In an attempt to obtain more deluded dillllllll till' ... lall' III ..,1 III Ie 1I11hl\ ... "., \ In'''' I"", III

depth interviews were held with the dlslnl,:llll'ad ... til Ihl' ulllll\ l,'lllllp;llllC'" llll Ihl'll C'p;lIhlllll

programmes for the district. Thl'sl' pnl\llkd lll\'uillahlt' ... llppll'llIl'llLII\ 11lhllllialltlll .llld 111

the case ofihc rural-based rcspOndl'l\l~, lIh.:ludl'l\ IIlhlllll11I111l1 lIlI pl'l"llll,l1l·\lll'lll'lll'l". 11\ Ihl'

cascofoplOion leudcn;;.mlonnuIIlHl w"" llhlilllll'd tllllhl'll l'\Pl'l'Lllltlll"

3J.1 OBSERV AnON

This mclttod of uhtallllng dal"l wa" \I"l'd III hllllll'"'' IlJa!l'llid" ~~dlhl'll'd hili II IlIl'

field (Burgess I'iK2; Bulmer 1'1771
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11Ie population figutt c:onsi~ for 1M study sample frame \\ as the I'lS-4 <"nStIS

census pve 1M li~ of this <at~ as -40.1>+1,

nature (Twumasi 19St>l,

3.3.4 SA.\fPLlNG TECHN1Ql'E

(Twumasi 199b\.
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3.3.5 Q!JESTIONNAIRE CONSTRUCTION

The questionnaire contained forty-four questions of close and open ended nature.

They were divided into six modules and elicited responses in the following areas.

(a) Perception

(b) Awareness / Knowledge

(c) Resources

(d) Attitudes / Advocacy

(e) Involvement / Practice

(I) Socio-economic indicators.

3.3.6 QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTRAnON

The same questionnaire was administered to both the community and District

Assembly members.

3.3.7 PILOT SURVEY AND PRE-TEST

A reconnaissance was done from November 22"" to 24th
, 1998. The

reconnaissance identified problems which made the researcher conscious of some of the

difficulties involved in the research.

One of the field problems encountered was accessibility which was exarcebated

by the intermittent rains. The fact that name of the research team members had any

means of transport made the research quite difficult if not an impossible task.
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nature (Twumasi 1986).

JJJ SAMPLE FRAME AND SIZE

The population figure considered for the study sample frame was the 1984 census

figure of 80,968. However, the target population is 15 year olds and above and the 1984

censuS gave the figure of this category as 40,644.

f A sample size of 300 was originally taken. However problems of time, money

! and logistics compelled the researcher to scale down the sample size to 200 for the

! community and the fifty-two member District Assembly. Therefore the total sample size

! taken for the study was 252. However a sample size of 200 is accepted in a survey of this

i

3.3.4 SAMPLING TECHNIQUE

The Systematic Sampling technique was employed to select the number of houses

from which all those above J5 years became the respondcnts. ThiS technique was

selected because of its usage in large samplc and household suney. It is perhaps ·'one of

the most commonly used selected procedures in conducting large scale ~urvcy studies"

(Twumasi 1986).

Comprehensive list of houses was obtamcd from the District Assembly.

Randomly picked number 3 card from among tcn and thus selected e\ery 3'" hou ; till

the sample size of 200 was arrived at.

From the fieldwork out of the projected 252 respondents 212 were returned.

These included 42 representing 80.7% of assembly members and 170 larger communtty

representing 85%.
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3.3.5 QUESTIONNAIRE CONSTRUCTION
•

The questionnaire contained forty-four questions of close and open ended nature.

They were divided into six modules and elicited responses in the following areas.

(a) Perception

(b) Awareness I Knowledge

(c) Resources

(d) Attitudes I Advocacy

(e) Involvement I Practice

(I) Socio-economic indicators.

3.3.6 QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTRAnON

The same questionnaire was administered to both the community and District

Assembly members.

3.3.7 PILOT SURVEY AND PRE-TEST

A reconnaissance was done from November 2211l.i to 24 th
, 1998. The

reconnaissance identified problems which made the researcher conscious of some of the

difficulties involved in the research.

One of the field problems encountered was accessibility which was exarcebated

by the intermittent rains. The fact that name of the research team members had any

means of transport made the research quite difficult ifnot an impossible task.
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Pre-test was conducted in Ho on five (5) respondents, This was done 1'1'0111 20'''_

22"d April. 1999, The outcome of the pilot study helped to revise the trunslation of the

word "tourist" in the loeallanguage,

Apart from the revision of the word "toorist" the pilot study gave the indication

that once tourism is mentioned one thinks in terms of the 'white-man', Thi, we\.' later

confirmed in the stody when many of the respondents lirst and loremost mentioned the

whiteman from overseas. This put us on guard when the researchers went out into the

field. We needed to explain to many of the researchers went out into the lield, We

needed to explain to many of the respondents the possibility of having intcnwl tourists

who could be 'blacks' or other Africans. It was a very chalk:nging cxpl'ricl1cc trying to

explain the issue to the people, The ehal1enge thus on hand as Ghana develops her

tourism industry is to intensify the education of the people on Ihis whole husiness or

tourism promotion,

Another problem which the pilot study idenlilied and later conlinned hy the study

was the tendency of people in the rural arcas not to divulge persunal inlonnation to

people outside or strangers, In fact this attitude is also confirmed by Baker cl al in their

study on Rural-Urban Dichotomy in Developing World, They pointed oul the difficulty

of the rural folks in giving such information which may be used by the auth"nties. for

instance, "to extract more taxes" (Baker et al. 1992),

U.8 METHODS OF DATA ANALYSIS

The study analysis has been positioned within the "SBe" model on social change

using simple deduction and interpretation,
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14 1111 SOCIG-£CONOMIC PROFILE Of RE"'PO~D[~TS

TlUI lCC'Iion presents statistical tables on age. cdulo73l1on. \....~..:up.1t1on and other

r.... 3.2

Ace dlltrlbutlon or AIHmbl)'memb(,n and Ihe la~er Communil~:

AGE ASSEMBLY

GROUP No

-
Under 20 3

I

20-29 I 10

30-39 15

40-49

I
4

SQ.S9 4

60 and aoove 6

---- -----

Total 42
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In Table 3.2 the age groups han..'lx'.:n ,.:llI~Il.'r.:J llx th.: "lHpo~':" IJf (011\ ..'111("111':(" .

From the side of Asscmblyl1lcmhcrs the hIghest llulllb':f of rC~pl,.)nJL'nts h.:s 11\ thl.'

30·39 age category with 15 n:sponJcnl.... The same I,:an be said of the largcrcoml1lunit)

with 60 respondents. However, the 1\\0 sides agulIl record th.: same..' least Ilumtx:r of J

respondents each for Ihe under 20 age group .:ategory. On the least number of

respondents the assembly side of the table record a tic of 4.4 tor the 41-50 and 51-60 age

groups as against S least respondents in Ihe 61 and above age .:ategory.
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3.4 THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE OF RESPONDENTS

This section presents statistical tables on age, education, occupation and other

infonnBtion relevant to the objectives of the study. Two tables are presented in each case

and these cover Assembly members on one hand and the community on the other.

Tables 3.2

Age distribution of Assemblymembers and the larger Community:

AGE ASSEMBLY MEMBERS LARGER COMMUNITY

% No. o·
GROUP No. '0

Under 20 3 7.1% 3 1.7%

20-29 10 23.8% 9 5%

30-39 15 35.7% 60 35%

40-49 4 9.5% 66 38.8%

50-59 4 9.5% 27 15.8%

60 and above 6 14.2% 5 2.9%

Total 42 100% 170 100%

In Table 3.2 the age groups have been clustered for the purposes of convenience.

From the side of Assemblymembers the highest number of respondents lies in the

30-39 age category with 15 respondents. The same can be said of the largercommunity

with 60 respondents. However, the two sides again record the same least number of 3

respondents each for the under 20 age group category. On the least number of

respondents the assembly side of the table record a tie of 4.4 for the 41-50 and 51-60 age

groups as against 5 least respondents in the 61 and above age category.
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Table 3.3

Sex Distribution of Assemblymembers

Sex No %

Male 35 83.3%

Female 7 16.7%

Total 42 100%

Table 3.3 indicates more males than females at the Akatsi District Assembly. In actual

fact there are eight established female members.

Table 3.4

Sex distribution of Communities

Sex No %

Male 129 75.9%

Female 41 24.1%

Total 170 100%

Table 3.4 also shows more male respondents than female respondents. The two

Tables (3.3 & 3.4) reveal very striking differences between male and female respondents

in terms of numbers. Although the study was not geared towards finding out lhe

particularities of gender involvement or participation, the picture presented by the Iabies

highlight the current debate in the country about giving equal opportunities to women in

all spheres oflife.

From Table 3.3 seven women out of the eight established Assemblymembers did

complete the questionnaire. However, the male female ration did not reflect any

appreciable balance. Since membership to the Assemblies was largely elective it follows
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tberefore that certain stereotypes arc still prevailent among the people as to the

capabilities of females and hence the harrowing gender variance. This picture or

phenomenon is not new. Sullivan et al (1980) commenting on similar situation in the US

say "while women are a numerical majority in our society, they comprise a minority

group". He said like blacks, they still have an unequal access to valued resources and

suffer discrimination on many fronts". The same picture can be said of Ghana since

women also form the majority. The Akatsi experience is a far cry from the strong point

being made on women liberation or gender awareness emerging on the Third World

landscape including Ghana. Writing on this women emancipation years back Burgess

(1986) noted that the issue concerned with the wider patterns of disadvantage and

inequality in politics, education and the laboor market. The stercotypes about men and

women on their roles have been blamed on Sigmund Freud's theories of psychosexual

development that biology is destiny. Although the theory has been WIdely criticised the

Freudian theory has occupied a position of considerable stature in the social scientific

community over the years and has had a tremendous impact on popular though. Ghana's

position sparks off the Freudian bias which has bcen exareebated by the cultural

stereotypes on sex roles which largely relegate women to the background. These

differences, according to Burgess (1986) have otien clustered together to produce what

has been described as the continuing and deep-rooted patterns of inequality between the

sexes.
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Table 3.5

Occupational CharaGterlstlcs of Al5cmblymemben 10 the Aka.s. Distrfct

occupation No.

Teaching 14

,--

Business -
-'------ -

Driving -
.'_.. - , I

Fanning 15

_. -- - - -

Civil Service 3

.-- - -

Opinion Leaders 7

,----- ' -

Undecided 3

-- --
Total 42

---._-

35.T%

16.X%

7.1'%

'.

a··~·'"
' ,. ~

.' ,

'"
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Table 3.6

Og:upationaJ Charaderjstjcs of Community Members

j
j

I
I
~

Occupation No. %

Teaching 33 19.4

Business - -

Driving 3 1.8

Farming 48 28.2

Civil Service 39 22.9

Opinion Leaders 20 1\.8

Students II 3.5

Trader 6 1 ')0'._ /0

Typist 2 \.2%

Carpenter 2 1.2%

Dressmaking 2 1.2%

Community Worker 2 1.2%

Goldsmith 2 \.2%

Total 170 100%

Table 3.6 shows varying occupational difference in temlS of vocation among the

community respondents.

It is observed from Table 3.5 that in the Akatsi district fafiling is the most

predominant occupation of the people. The two Tables 3.5 & 3.6 indicate highest
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numbers, IS and 48 respondents respectively for fanning. The picture can be

extrapolated to reflect the character of the district as predominately agricultural. The

average subsistence fann size is 0.5 acres (District Plan, \999) and the major crops are

maize, cassava, sweet potatoes, cow pea, groundnut and tobacco.

Three respondents in the Assembly could not identify their occupational status as

was the case in the educational status in Table 3.7.

Table 3.7

Education Levels of Assembly members

i ' ..

Female Male Totals

Level No % No %

I None I 2.3 2 4.7 7.0

2 Primary \ 2.3 9 21.4 23.7

3 Middle Sec. Jss 3 7.\ 12 28.5 35.6

4 Conege University 2 4.7 2 4.7 9.4

5 Post Graduate - - 4 9.5 9.4

6 Undecided 4 9.5 2 4.7 6.7

Total II 25.9 31 73.5 100%
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Table 3.8

Educaliou Levels of Assembly Members

Female Male Totals

Level No % No % Totals

I None - - - -

2 Primary I 0.5 3 1.7 2.2

3 Middle Sec. Jss 30 17.6 12 28.5 71.7

4 College. University 10 5.8 2 4.7 23.4

5 Post Graduate - 0 4 2.3 2.3

6 Undecided - -

Total 41 237 129 75.7 100%

The two Tables (3.7 & 3.8) on education representing the position of

Assemblymembers and the larger community reyeal some points convergence and

divergence. The tables indicate that the highest number of respondents hold either the

Middle School Leaving Certificate lMSLC): or General Certificate of Education or Basic

Education Certificate on their respective arcas. While Table 3.7 shows 15 out of 42

respondents Table 3.8 read 122 for the community out of 170 respondents who possess

those certificates. One striking thing about the Assemblymembers was that six were

undecided as to their level of educational background. However. that did not OCcur with

the community respondents. Perhaps at the assembly level the reason for the refusal

could be one of shame to disclose their real educational level as Assemblymembers. The

situation in the circumstances sounds credible for complaints have been rife in parts of
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the region as to the level of competence ofa large number of Assemblymembers to really

grasp national policies and issues as they relate to development in order to make critical

analysis ofprograrnmes.

At the community level it was easier to assess the educational levels through

further probing. Sometimes the levels were directly indicated to the ficld assistants.

From the two Table 3.7 & 3.8 the Middle/Sec.!BECE dominate. For the

Assemblyrnembers it forms 35.7% of the 42 respondents while it forms 71.8% of the total

170 community respondents.

The general low academic level is bound to have effect on debates in the

assemblies. The fact is that people must be well informed and knowledgeable about

issues in order to make informed decision which seem to be the headache of many of the

District chief Executives that I spoke to during the research. Although one cannot lay

premium on academic qualification as an index for effective participation in the

assemblies, it is an issue worth considering by the people during subsequent district level

elections in order to raise the quality of debate in the assemblies. Stretching this

argument further, one agrees with Baker (1992) when he argues that high degrees of

illiteracy may severely limit the range of economic and social opportunities open to an

individual and by extension, exacerbate personal disorientation and frustration.

The problem the district is currently dealing with is the poor quality of education

at the basic level. The problem was identified during the School Performance

Assessment Meeting (SPAM) conducted in 1998. The District has been recruiting' A'

level holders as untrained teachers to fill some of the vacancies in the schools.
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35 sUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The core of the chapter has been devoted to understanding the socio-economic

stalUS of the people of the AkalSi district.

Significantly, the study revealed for the greater part a male dominated bias right

from the Assembly level to the larger community. While women form 19', of the total

number of the Assembly. the males form 80.9',. The same picture occurrcd at the largcr

community level i.e. 24% women and 73.9', male. This picture indeed afTected the

overall outlook in tenns of gender representation. The oYt?rali female percentage is

23.1% while the males foml the greater percentage of -6.S l
)(l. The gender imbalance at

the Assembly level is already established. Howc\"er. at the \,.'\..)mmunity level the

difficulty of readily getting the female respondenlS fllr the e\.t?fClse came to the fore.

Much time was spent to con,"ince and work them inti..) it and that unfortunately did not

favour us since the study was constrained with time. So. therefore. the work went aht.~ad

accepting which ever woman within the qualit~·ing age to become a respondent. Cultural

stereotypes in the Ghanaian context ha\'e rJther madt: lssues worse and seems to suggest

that the present cry in the country for gender equality will not be an easy escapc hatch as

some fantasize. The issuc calls for an intensi\'c education to break through thc cultural

barriers (McNicol 1997).
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Community participation has become central in the designing and implementation

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN TOURISM DEVELOPMENT AND OTHER

r
;1

I
;
I
I 4.1 INTRODUCTION

I
I,

CHAPTER FOUR

ISSUES FROM THE FIELD.

of decisions and projects. Thc traditional approach in Ghana has been top-down and

highly centralised. The approach, therefore, sought to define national goals and objcctives

from the perspective of a few staff of ministries and other central government agcncies,

without any consultations with or participation of the people who were thc ultimate

beneficiaries ofsuch plans.

Such an approach has many disadvantages including the "insensitiveness to

1996:36).

Acts 462 and 480 have been passed to address defects in the projects planning and

community aspirations for local level development initiative" (Local Govt. system

I
1
1

:1
f implementation stages. The Acts accordingly designate the

distriet/munieipaUmetropolitan assembly to oversee the overall development of the district

and ensure that the local people, i.e. communities are involved in the fonnation of the

district development plans. The thinking now is for much involvement of the local peop!"

to avoid conflict situations which might endanger tourism development. For this mattcr

Dei (1997) argues in defence and maintains that the community involvement pennits a

greater degree oflocal control over the direction of tourism development. However active

participation also hinges on education in order to make an infonnation input.
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World travel picked up mostly after the I" and 20d World wars, After these wars,

people became anxious to travel and put their war time anguish behind them, In fact

according to Fridgen (1991), writers and commentators have referred to the post war

period as a "glorious time for travel",

For Sub-Saharan Africa, with the exception of East and South Africa tourism has

been on a rather low key,

In Ghana, tbe period 1972-85 marked the first attempt at formulation of a tourism

policy. In 1973 the then Ghana Tourist Corporation was split by NRC Decree 244 into a

Ghana Tourist Control Board (GTCB) and Ghana Tourism Development Company

(GTDC). The argument was that the national tourist organisation could not function

effectively as an entrepreneur.

In 1975 a new national tourism policy paper was published which invited private

sector investors, foreign and locals to invest in the sector-either on their own or in

partnership with the State. By 1986 a huge expansion in foreign tourist arrivals was

recorded and this, Acheampong (1986) said compelled the government to make tourism a

national priority.

In Ghana's new local government system the Regional Co-ordinating Councils

(RCCs) exist to "co-ordinate and monitor" development efforts by the Districl

Assemblies. Consequently, one of the main preoccupations of the Assemblies now is to

showcase the investment and the tourism potentials in their respective areas, Out of the

12 districts in the Volta Region, only the Akatsi and the Hohoe districts have organised

Fairs, of one sort or the other. The others are still grappling with the issue of what to do
-,.j

:( in the circumstances. At the Central Expo 1998 in Cape coast Dr. Abu, former Minister
>ii:.'
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of Trade blamed the regions for taking too long a time to respond to the idea of

undertaking trade Fairs and other promotional activities to market their economic

potentials. Since tourism can be described as a novelty or just very new at Ihe district

level it is important that some assessment is done as III the extenl 01" knowlotlge or Ihe

people of the whole concept.

4.2 INFORMATION FLOW ON TOURISM IN THE I)ISTRICT

This sub·ehapter, therefore looks al lourism inllll'lnalion now in the Akatsi distric!. the

extent of local participation and the awareness and knowlcogc or the people in tourism

development.

Table 4.1

SOURCES OF INFORMATION OF ASSI·;MBI.Y MEMllJo:f{S
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Table 4.1

SOURCES OF INFORMATION OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS
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Apart from the fact that the radio still remains a dominant sourel: of infomlation

infonnation on lourism.

hand and the community on the other mentioned the radio as the highest ranked source of

Table 4.1 & 4.2 present aile striking similarity. Tht.:' Asscmbly members on ulle

as evidenced from the study the low ranking of the assembly members should be of

,
I

1
..,

. I

I
I
!
I
I.
..

j
j
I
I

:1

concern in that with the new system of Local Government administration one would have

expected the assembly to be a major source of infonnation for their people. This is

against the background of how the followed up questionnaires were answered. For

example. assembly members indicated that they met their electorate as at when
,
.~ necessary. This position was confinned by the assembly members during the study.
'it

...
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However. 23.5% of the community respondents were unable to indieate the level of

interaction with their assembly members.

About 69% of the assembly members had ever heard of Ghana's 15" Year

Integrated Tourism Development Programme document while the community members

registered 40%. However, one thing is that respondents at the Assembly and community

levels were aware and indeed mentioned the recently held ..vAKPO" festival as a

tourism-related project in the district as indicated in Tables 4.3a & 4.3b.

Table 4.3a

KNOWLEDGE OF FESTIVALS BY COMMUNITY MEMBERS

Festival No °;0

I. Vakpo III 65.2

2. Bliza 13 7.6

3. Dagbamate Night 8 4.7

4. Nil 38 22.3

Total 170 100%
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Table 4.3b

KNOWLEDGE OF FESTIVALS BY ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

Festival No %

I. Vakpo 33 78,5

2, Bliza - -

3. Dagbamate Night 9 21.4

4. Nil - -

Total 42 100%

From Table 4.3a 65.2% of the community and 78.5% of the Assembly members

representing half of the respondents did indicate a fair level of awareness as far as the

Vakpo festival was concerned. However. at the community level. 99 out of the 170

respondents had not heard of the 15'h Year Integrated Tourist Development Programme.

This was the reverse at the Assembly level. (Sec Table 4.4a).

Table 4.4a

KNOWLEDGE OF 15TH YEAR TOURISM DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME BY

ASSEMBLY MEMBERS,

No %

Yes 29 69.0

No 12 28.6

Undecided I 2.4

Total 42 100
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Table 4.4b

KNOWLEDGE OF 151" YEAR TOURISM PROGRAMME BY COMMUNITY

MEMBERS.

No %

Yes 68 40.0

No 99 58.2

Undecided 3 1.8

Total 170 100

At the community level many of the respondents were ignorant of the \5'" Year

Integrated tourism Development Plan which incidentally is the basis of the whole

business of tourism development at the district levels. Much education is still needed at

both the community and significantly at the Assembly level for assembly members to

understand fully what is required of them as agents of change.

4.3 LEVEL OF LOCAL PARTICIPATION

Despite the level of knowledge among the respondents on the 15'" Year Tourism

Development Plan there was a higher recognition of the recently organised investment fair

as a tourism related project which many identified themselves with. However, quite a

significant number of respondents from the two sides remained uninvolved in tourism

related projects in their areas. While there was a split decision on the involvement in

tourism related projects at the Assembly level (sec Table 4.7) a whopping number of 101

i of the larger community representing 59.5% said they were not involved in any tourism
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Table4.6a

PARTICIPATION {INVOLyEMENT IN IOIlRISM PROJECTS BY

COMMIJNITY.

Response No %

Yes 69 40.5

No 101 59.5

Total 170 100

Table 4.6b

PARTICIPATION {INYOI.VEMDlI IN TOlfS'S!\! PROJECTS BY ASSEMBLY

MEMBERS

Response No I %
~

Yes 21 50
--~.._-~--

No 21 50

Total 42 100
,

_._--_.~- --- -------

The high non-participatory rale at the communlt) 1c.~\'cl I.:ould be explained as tht:

infrequent interactions bct\\ccn the people Jnd their assembly members whu an:

supposed under the decentralisatIOn programmI." to bel.:offic the fOl.:al po lOt of education

and mobilisation. The community and the assembly members themselves agreed thaI

such meetings or inlerractions \\ ere held whene\'er necessary as sho\l, n In Tables 4.7

a 8< b. Such "whenever necessaf)'" syndrome is not healthy for any meeting IS dependent

on lhe whims and caprices of such an assembly members and hence the ",egularity of

such meetings.
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TBble 4.6B

PARTICIPATION {INVOLVEMENT IN TOURISM PRQ.lECTS BY

COMMUNITY.

Response No %

Yes 69 40.5

No 101 59.5

Total 170 100

,

I
i ! Table 4.6b

PARTICIPATION I INVOLVEMENT IN TOURISM PROJECTS BY ASSEMBLY

MEMBERS

I

I

i
I
!
!
I,
i

I
I
I
I
i

~f
.. !'

Response No %

Yes 21 50

No 21 50

Total 42 100

The high non-participatory rate at the community level could be explained as the

infrequent interactions between the people and their assembly members who are

supposed under the decentralisation programme to become the focal po int of education

and mobilisation. The community and the assembly members themselves agreed that

such meetings or interractions were held whenever necessary as shown in Tables 4.7

a & b. Such "whenever necessary" syndrome is not healthy for any meeting is dependent

on the whims and caprices of such an assembly members and hence the irregularity of

such meetings.
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Table4-7a

ASSESSING INIERRACTlON LEVEl. WIIH COMMUNITY MEMBERS.

Response No %

Weekly 14 8,2%

Monthly 21 12.3%

Whenever 79 46.4%

Necessary 14 8,2%

Not at all 40 23.5%

Undecided 2 I.10 '0

Total 170 100",

Table 4.7b

ASSESSING INTERRACTION LEVEL WITH ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

Response No %

Weekly 4 9.5

Monthly 12 28.5

Whenever necessary 26 61.9

Not at all -

Undecided -

Total 42
100

A fairly large number of 40 respondents representing 23,5% at the community

level said there had been no meeting with their assemblymembers. (See Table 4.7a), The
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Assembly can exploit this avenue for a "greater community participation" (Dei 1997) in

the knowledge and support 0 the local residents (Fridgen 1991).

unsatisfactory level of participation of the people should be a mailer of concern to

1 tourism planners in·the district. (See Table 4. 6a). The reason being that the success of a

! project is threatened to the extent that development is planned and constructed without

i;

Despite the reported non-involvement of the people in tourism related projects

I: and issues as indicated in Table 4.5a the willingness and the desire on the part of the

ii respondents to participate in tourism related projects was expressed. The District

tourism development in the Akatsi district.

On the other hand the district assembly itself have itself have to re-educate and

re-organise its public education machinery to reach the greater number of the people.

I
I

I
J.

i
~

~

The study found radio to be the most effective source of information (Table 4.1). The

Akatsi Assembly and the districts in the Volta region may use extensively the GBC Volta

Star Radio as a back-up medium to educate the people on its projects for there are many

implications if the beneficiary communities are marginalised in the planning process. In

an unpublished work, Awusabo-Asare and Abane already cited in chapter 2 pointed out

that whilst the promotion of tourism has brought some benefits it has also disrupted

economies, serene environments and traditional ways of life. The community had

expected some economic benefits from the project. This did not materialise. The

situation has the potential of disrupting future tourism development projects in the area

since tourism thrives on the goodwill of the people. The Akatsi district with its present

strides in the industry needs to take a cue from this.

59



t

• .-1)'. 11w que ...... bochcr Oft Ibc dttm<b' «"""I'''

T"''''
'!I¥"ING Qt. OPPORn~tmstOR DLULOJ'_'1L'UDl

tSiEMBl\' MEMI.'RS /IIBt:. 1:1 \H1111 JIll.,{. lill. Dbl

OPPQRn::'itDI

1 1

•

I"

,.

14



',~
?< -.

Various questions to illicit responses on perception of respondents were asked in

the study. The questions bother on the districts' economy.

Tables 4.8 & 4.9 represent the findings relative to local perception.

Table 4.8

BANKING OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT BY

ASSEMBLY MEMBERS (ITEMS 1-7 WITH 1 BEING THE BEST

OPPORTUNITY!.

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 undecided

Farming 20 9 13 - - -

Trading - 8 13 13 4 - - 4

Education 24 7 7 - - 4

Wood

products - 2 2 6 II 13 4 4

Tourism - 8 5 16 6 2 2 3

Driving - - - 4 18 4 12 4

Fishing - - - 7 18 14 3

Weaving 1 10 15 14 ) -

Some of the respondents were unable to complete the ranking in some columns.

This is shown in the "undecided" column.
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Various questions to illicit responses on perception of respondents were asked in

the study. The questions bother on the districts' economy.

Tables 4.8 & 4.9 represent the findings relative to local perception.

Table 4.8

BANKING OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR DEVEI.OPMENT BY

ASSEMBLY MEMBERS UTEMS 1-7 WITH I BEING THE BEST

OPPORTUNITY).

I
I
I
1,
I

j
j
~

i

I 2 J 4 5 0 7 undecided

Fanning 20 9 13 . . .

Trading - 8 13 13 4 - - 4

Education 24 7 7 . . 4

Wood

products . 2 2 6 II 13 4 4

Tourism - 8 5 16 6 2 2 3

Driving - - - 4 18 4 \2 4

Fishing - - - 7 18 14 3

Weaving I 10 15 14 3 .

Some of the respondents were unable to complete the ranking in some columns.

This is shown in the "undecided" column.
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Table 4.9

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 undecided

Farming 85 42 25 I I 7 - - -

Trading 6 26 74 53 6 3 - 2

Education 55 73 19 6 16 - - I

Wood

Products 10 10 31 60 50 5 4

Tourism 6 13 29 29 50 21 21 I

Driving - - - 8 4\ 89 30 2

Fishing - - - 6 10 44 110 2

Weaving I - -

I
I BANKlNG OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR DEYELOPMENT BY THE

I COMMUNITY aUMS I 7 WITH I BEING THE BEST OPPORTUNITy)
,

, I

The questions on ranking asked covered preferences. feelings and actions.
I
I
I
1
• These. according to Fridgen (1991) are intellectual, emotional and behavioural

responses to events, things and persons which people learn over time. It was against this

background that the questions on perception were asked.

From the Tables 4.8 & 4.9 the Assembly members on one hand and the

community on the other did seems to be convergent on education and farming as

important but the point of divergence result in their ranking of what weight or

prominence to be given to the vocation. For the Assembly members, education ranked

first while fanning came second. Tourism had no ranking at all. (Table 4.8).

At the community level, farming ranked highest in that column while education

.~ also was ranked as the best opportunity in that column. Tourism had only six ranking
'4
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while in Table 4.8 it had no ranking at all. The two positions identified by the Tables

indicate the background of the people i.e the larger community is really agricultural while

the Assembly represent a kind of well-defined group in terms of their education hence the

fairly high ranking given to it in terms of preference. The issue calls for greater work to

integrate the tourism plans into the agricultural practices of the people preferably

agricultural tourism (Bartellmus \986).

Once the preference is for agriculture at the community level. tourism developers

must be thinking of how to develop tourism without encroaching on the agricultural land

of the people as evidenced in the Kakum National Park study by Awusabo-Asare and

Abane. According to Fridgen (199\) attractions to bc dcvelopcd must reflect the area's

inherent, distinctive and unique natural and cultural character. and be authentically

developed to reinforce that character.

However. in assessing the role of tourism In the district's economy the larger

community indicated a dominant role. The position of the larger commuOity is in direct

conflict with the fair knowledge of their tounsm issues. Perhaps the position for it to

playa dominant role is against the background of the belief of the people that tourism

development in the area would certainly provide Jobs and hence the option.
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Table 4.IOa

EXPECTED ROLE OF TOURISM IN DEVEI.OPMENT BY ASSEMBLY

MEMBERS.

Role

No Roll

Minor Role

Role Equal

Dominant Role

Undecided

Total

No

2

4

20

15

42

%

7.1 1%

9.5%

47.6%

35.7%

2.3%

100

Table 4.IOb

EXPECTED ROLE OF TOURISM IN DEVELOPMENT BY COMMUNITY

Role

No Roll

Minor Role

Role Equal

Dominant Role

Undecided

Total

No

7

14

62

8-1

170

-11

376

-19A

1.7

100

On a more positive note, the respondents were fnendly towards tourists. They

described encounters with tourists in their district as satisfactory. In fact twenty-five

Assemblymembers representing 72.9% described their encounter as very friendly. ThiS

means, therefore. that there is a goodwill relationship on which the tourism industry can

develop and also epitomises the proverbial Ghanaian culture of friendliness. Admittedly.
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the research did not find out the number of tourists encountered as to determine the

carrying capacity. For now it is assumed that the number of those "explorer" tounsts

(Lea 1988) is negligible to evoke any threshold of carrying capacity.

The attitudes of the respondents towards the development of certain tourism

related projects have also been mixed. (See Table 4. I I & 4.12).

Table 4.11

ACCEPTANCE LEVEL OF PROJECTS BY COMMUNITY

Ranking 1 2 3 I 4 I Undecided Total
I

Hotels 10 16 36 90 18 170

Guest House 18 47 36 54 15 170

Beach 76 24 10 - 60 170

Rest House 14 32 32 54 40 170

Shrines 16 31 30 83 10 170

Souvenir 24 38 18 48 42 170

Museums 12 47 22 59 30 170

Cultural festival 11 33 36 78 12 170

Infrastructure 43 18 35 68 26 170

Outdoor 2 56 42 36 34 170

Dancing Camp 33 30 44 23 40 170

Cultural Centres 4 16 38 84 28 170
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Key to 1)bJe;

1 ~ Not Acceptable

2 ~ Acceptable

3 ~ Quite Acceptable

i, 4 ~ Highly Acceptable
,,
il Undecided.

Table 4.12

ACCEPTANCE LEVEL OF TOURISM PRO JECTS BY ASSEMBLYMEN,

Project I 2 3 4 Undecided Total

Hotels 3 13 3 20 3 42

Guest House 4 8 15 12 3 42

Beach 23 3 - 9 7 42

Rest House 3 11 7 16 5 42

Shrines 7 5 11 16 3 42

Bars 6 20 6 6 4 42

Transport 3 9 9 17 4 42

Souvenir - 7 7 21 7 42

Museums 2 2 2 32 4 42

Wild Forest 2 2 2 33 3 42

Cultural festival - 3 10 27 2 42

Infrastructure - 7 13 18 4 42

Outdoor - 6 6 24 6 42

Dancing Camp 3 I I 19 4 5 42

Cultural Centres - 4 8 30 - 42

'i,
I
il
"

~
i
II

!
I
I
!

See Table 4 ! 1 for Key.
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Tables 4.11 & 4.12 show a very high preference for Ihe developmenl of some

lOUrism projects. Al the community level for inslance. out of Ihe fifteen hSled lourism

relaled projects. len have been raled "highly acceplable" for development. In lerms of

scores. the firsl three are hOlels. cultural cenlres and shrines which proYlde some

indication as 10 whalthe larger communilY are hkely to support from the larger number

of projects which Ihe Assembly might be tempted to ,mplement m Ihe rush to de'elop ,Is

tourism potentials. There is. therefore. the need for the prioritll..ation of the dlstflct In

tenns of what to do and at what pace. The communit~ on one hand and Asscmbl)

members on the other agreed on thelT dISpOSItIOn towards the 1l..-1cd tounsm pr(~lccts_ The

development of beach is not acceptable. ThIS IS unJcrslandablc because J\kalsl IS an

inland district which has nothing to do \\ lth beach btl:. Thh c.Jlb for .'orne understandmg

of the people. It means. therefore. that thc~ can idcntJf~ \\ hat the: v.ant In terms of

developing tourism resources. The) knL)\\ ('cnalllly \\ hal the) \\.:lnt Ihl..' thrct:' hl~hl.\

ranked favouristes arc Wild forest. ~!u ...cum~ and cultural ct:nln:s

The former District Chl~f I:>,eCUll\C. \1r~ \ l(tUrlJ - "a.J.LJ-(Jldq;lo told ml.:' In an

inter\;ew on June IOUl. 1999. that the dlStnt.:t l~ dc\ clupll1~ J Tuun~m Dc\ clupment Plan

whicb will focus on the eco-tounsm potentlal" In thc dbtnd :\1 the moment a non·

governmental organisation has c\.prc~~ed the dC~Irc [0 hdp the dlStnd dc\ clop a cultural

CC'llb'e and a museum. Perhaps. the dc\ elopmcnt of ~hnnc~ must be l;on~IJcrcd In \ IC"

of the current int.erest of Afncan-Afncan-A111cncans In such altTaction~ I~ c.\plalncd b]

lbe bigh preference gl\en to It b) !he communlt) and !hereb) expressmg the "t1hngne>s

of the respondents 10 support and partlclpale In lounsm developmenl projects ISee Tables

4.13a&4.13b).
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Tables 4.11 & 4.12 show a very high preferencc for the development of somc

tourism projects. At the community level for inslance, out of the fifteen listed tourism

related projects, ten have been rated "highlY acceptablc" for development. In tcrms of

scores, the first three are hotels, cultural centres and shrincs which provide some

indication as to what the larger community arc likely to support from thc larger number

of projects which the Assembly might be tempted 10 implement in the rush to develop its

tourism potentials. There is. therefore. the need for the prioritization of the district 10

terms of what to do and at what pace. The community on one hand and Assembly

members on the other agreed on their disposition to\\'ard~ the Ii.stcd tourism proJcds. The

development of beach is not acceptable. ThIs IS understandable because Akatsi is an

inland district which has nothing to do wIth beach Ide. Thl~ i.'alls fur some understanding

of the people. It means, therefore. that they can identify what they want 10 terms or

developing tourism resources. They know certamly "hal they \\ ant. The three hIghly

ranked favouristes arc wild forest. Museums and cultural (cnln:s

The fonner District Chief t.'\ccutl\ \..:'. Mrs. \"lctuna '-aJ:/a~(Jldlglu tuld me In an

interview on June lOth, 1999. that thc dlstnct b dc\cloplng aTuun"m Dc\clupmcnt Plan

which will focus on the eco-tounsm potentials In the dl~trlL't At the mumenl a nun-

governmentalorganisalion has expfl:s~d tht: deslr\..:' to help the dl~tr\l,.:t dc\(~lup a cultural

centre and a museum" Perhaps. the dC'\ e10pmellt of shrines must be consujcrcd In \ IC\\

of the current interesl of African-Afncan-Amcricans 10 such attractIOns IS cxplalOed bj

the high preference given to it by tbe community and thereb) expresslllg the \\ i1hngne»

of the respondents to suppon and participate in lOunsm development projects (See Table>

4.l3a& 4.13b).
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Tables 4.11 & 4.12 show a very high preference for the development of some

tourism projects. At the community level for instance, out of the fifteen listed tourism

related projects, ten have been rated "highly acceptable" for development. In terms of

scores, the first three are hotels, cultural centres and shrines which provide some

indication as to what the larger community are likely to support from the larger number

of projects which the Assembly might be tempted to implement in the rush to develop its

tourism potentials. There is, therefore, the need for the prioritization of the district in

terms of what to do and at what pace. The community on one hand and Assembly

members on the other agreed on their disposition towards the listed tourism projects. The

development of beach is not acceptable. This is understandable because Akatsi is an

inland district which has nothing to do with beach life. This ca!ls for some understanding

of the people. It means, therefore, that they can identify what they want in terms of

developing tourism resources. They know certainly what they want. The three highly

ranked favouristes are wild forest, Museums and cultural centres.

The former District Chief Executive, Mrs. Victoria - Nazza-Gidiglo told me in an

interview on June 10th, 1999, that the district is developing a Tourism Development Plan

which will focus on the eco-tourism potentials in the district. At the moment a non-

governmental organisation has expressed the desire to help the district develop a cultural

centre and a museum. Perhaps, the development of shrines must be considered in view

of the current interest of African-African-Americans in such attractions is explained by

the high preference given to it by the community and thereby expressing the wi!lingness

of the respondents to support and participate in tourism development projects (See Tables

4.13a & 4.13b).
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Table 4.13 a

SUPPORT FOR TOURISM PRUJECTS BY ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

Resp. No %

Yes 42 100%

No - -

Total 42 100

Table 4.13b

SupPORT FOR TOURISM PROJECTS

BY COMMUNITY MEMBERS.

Resp.

Yes

No

Undecided

Total

No

157

9

4

170

%

92.3

55

2.3

100

4.4 EXPECTATIONS OF THE PEOPLE TOWARDS TOURISM

DEVELOPMENT

From the study, the respondents believed tourism development will bring with it

the fOllowing: development, revenue, exposure of the district. job and promoting

understanding among tourists and the host community.
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The expectations of the people fit into the general context of the arguments for the

development of tourism as identified by Mcintosh (1991). As regards employment, it is

now known that over 200 million people world-wide work in the tourism industry (Pearce

1995). Tourism, therefore, to Inskeep (1991), does result in socia-economic changes and

is usually deliberately developed to generate economic benefits and thereby improve the

well-being of the people. On the direct economic benefits. Inskeep (1991) argues that m

economically depressed areas, the employment and income prOVIded by tourism

especially to the people may help stem out mIgration from those areas. Inskeep maintams

that the direct and indirect benefits arc the dOffilOant reasons for developmg tounsm 10 an

area.

Many other intrinsic things can be cited as the case for tourism dc\'clopmcnt but

the bottomline is the economic factor (WIlham ct 31. 1991). Inskeep drew attention to onc

thing which should be relevant to the Akat'l dbtnct as It prepares to dc, clop: I.e that the

planner. based on specific study of the tounsm area and 10 co-opcrdtlon \\ Ith puhlical

leaders and community residents, musl c\aluate \\ hlch of the resources or po~slbl) others

may have application to the local SItuatIOn. These \\ III pro\ Ide fa\ ourable ground for the

tourism development programme of the area l Baum 14Y]). The understanding IS that the

people have a lot of expe(latIons and (arc must be taken In the dc\ elopment of thc~c

tourism potentials if not the dl'tnct ",II face the problem, of the Kakum "atlonal Park as

bave already been discussed. Although the local people of Kakum do not >ce the bcndit>

of the project the viability of Jl I' al"ays been trumpeted In term, of the re'enue accruing

from visits 10 the Park The position of the ,·illagers around the Park make one to

cr'edion wbat son of de' c10pment strategy was employed in the formulation and
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The expectations of the people fit into the general context of the arguments for the

development of tourism as identified by McIntosh (\991). As regards employment, it is

now known that over 200 million people world-wide work in the tourism industry (Pearce

1995). Tourism, therefore, to Inskeep (\991), does result in socia-economic changes and

is usually deliberately developed to generate economic benefits and thereby improve the

well-being of the people. On the direct economic benefits. Inskeep (1991) argues that in

economically depressed areas, the employment and income provided by tourism

especially to the people may help stem out migration from those areas. Inskeep maintains

that the direct and indirect benefits are the dominant reasons for developing tourism in an

area.

Many other intrinsic things can be cited as the case for tourism development but

the bottomline is the economic factor (William et al. 1991). Inskeep drew attention to one

thing which should be relevant to the Akatsi district as it prepares to develop; i.e. that the

planner, based on specific study of the tourism area and in co-operation with political

leaders and community residents. must evaluate which of the resources or possibly others

may have application to the local situation. These will provide favourable ground for the

tourism development programme of the area (Baum 1991). The understanding is that the

people have a lot of expectations and care must be taken in the development of these

tourism potentials if not the district will face the problems of the Kakum National Park as

have already been discussed. Although the local people of Kakum do not see the benefits

oflbe project the viability of it is always been trumpeted in terms of the revenue accruing

from visits to the Park. The position of the villagers around the Park make one to

! question what sort of development strategy was employed in the formulation and
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implementation of the project to the extent that the villagers now feel alienated from it as

Awusabo-Asare and Abane's study indicate.

The high ranking given to cultural centre by the respondents is instructive in the

sense that from the study the respondents mentioned principally open air and school

premises as venues for holding social events. This is not very good of a district seriously

projecting its tourism potentials.

The district needs to speed up its arrangements with her external donors for the

building of the cultural centre. The earlier the beller for the district.

4.5 SUMMARY

The chapter described a situation report on community participation and

involvement in tourism development in the study area. The study sought answers to such

issues as source of information on tourism, identification of tourism related projects and

awareness on the 15th Year Integrated Tourism Development Plan of Ghana. These

questions were asked to assess the depth of commitment to the tourism development

initiative of the District Assembly. Although respondents reported of the inability of the

District Assembly to involve them in tourism projects they have the will and desire to

support such projects.

Radio proves to be the malO source of information on tourism lssues. The

researcher expected assembly members to have provided the source since they have been

charged with that responsibility to carry on that education programme. What this state of

affairs emphasises is the necd for more public education in the district if it's tourism drive

is to succeed.
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As regards the role of tourism in the district there were divergent views. While

the Assembly members indicated a role equal to other industries, the larger community

did not place any premium on it

The education element has indeed come up again and needs serious attention by

the District Assembly. This is important because from a recent Business Forum held by

the Assembly at Akatsi, it was evident that not many people are aware of what the

Assembly is doing as far as tourism development and promotion are concerned. Although

the Akatsi District Assembly has laid on plans for the tourism development of the area,

there are many more challenges to deal with in view of the low level of participation of

the local people as the study found out Since the new trend in development planning is

"people centered" a conflict situation might ensue if effective community participation

is not gnaranted.
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CHAPTER FIVE

TOURISM OUTLOOK IN THE AKATSI DISTRICT AND THE FUTURE OF THE

INDUSTRY.I
I
1, 5.1 INTRODUCTION

The features of a particular country or regIOn largely provide the basis for

developing tourism (Inskeep 1991). What, however, is important is that such tourist

attractions can include wide variety in the face of the great diversity of interests of modem-

day tourism market (Collman 1989).

In the development of such attractions, Inskeep cautioned that attractions that

reflect an area's "inherent" "distinctive" and "unique" natural and cultural character should

be sought for development purposes.

For the above reasons writers on tourism have developed some typologies on

I,
1

I
I
I

forms of tourism to be developed. Four broad patterns of tourism development can be

discerned. These are beach tourism, wildlife safari tourism, "roots" tourism and

archaeological tourism. These typologies feature more prominently in Sub-Saharan Africa

(Acheampong 1996). A few briefs on the typologies have been gIven and contrasted with

Inskeep's typologies.

,
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s.z TYPES OF TOURISM POTENTIALS.

5.2.1 URBAN TOURISM

This fonn of tourism is associated with capital cities and as such attract the bulk of

buSinessmen (AcheapongI996). For this reason, therefore, hotels and other resorts continue to

spring up. Acheampong further identified such facilities as coachcs, rented cars and tour

operators as back-ups to the preference for urban tourism.

i SJJ SAFARIlWILDLlFE TOURISM

This largely depends on the creation of national parks and game reserves by the

national government. Kenya, Zambia and Tanzania have good examples of this fonn of

tourism. Ghana's equivalent is the Kakum National Park discussed in chapter 2. However,

this fonn has its disadvantages of depriving traditional fanners of their key "basis of

livelihood" (Acheampong 1996:43).

5.1.3 BEACH TOURISM

This has to do with hotel complexes along the sea-front. However, demand is seasonal.

5.1.4 "ROOTS" TOURISM:

This fonn has to do more with colonial history as evidenced by the castles and

fOrls ofWest Africa. According to Acheampong, by its nature, "root" tourism predominates

along the coasts of the sub-continent.

On the other hand Inskeep (1996) groups tourist attractions into three major

categories. These are:
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u.s Nacgnl AttractlgDS: Under this categorisation are:

(a) the climate

I
i,
I
1

j

1
I

(b) scenic beauty

(c) beaches and marine areas

(d) nora and fauna

(e) special environmental features

(I) Parks and Conservation Areas

(g) Health

5J.6 Cultural Attractions: The following come under this categorization:

(a) Archaeological, historical and cultural sites

(b) Distinctive cultural patterns

(c) Arts and handicrafts

(d) Interesting urban areas

(e) Museums

(I) Cultural festivals

(g) Friendliness of residents

5.%.7 Special Types of Attraction: Under this are:

(a) theme parks. amusement parks and circuses

(b) shopping malls

(c) meeting, conferences and conventions

(d) special events

(e) Gambling casinos
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I
(I) Entertainment

(g) Recreation and sports.

Inskeep further outline attraction consideration: These are ethnic, religious and

nostalgic associations.

The Inskeep typology, although not very much different from that outlined in

!,,
I
:

Acheampong (1996), is more exhaustive and embraces all that were identified in the

study area. The Inskeep typology is therefore being adopted for its clarity. The

respondents were asked to identify any tourism related feature in their areas. Four

RESOURCE LOCATION

(1) Wildlife Kpevenu

(2) Forest Reserve Kpevenu

(3) Awata Forest Atidzovie

(4) Monkey Sanctuary Avevi

(5) Dwarfs Thicket Gomukofe

:1 distinct Inskeep typologies have been identified in the study area.

5.2.8 Natural Attractions in Akatsi: In the district the following have been identified.

I
I

I
1
I

t,
The Monkey Sanctuary at Avevi as indicated like the others mentioned provide

the basis for eco-tourism in the district. Some NGOs, are being sourced to invest in the

development of the Monkey Sanctuary which is about 15 kilometres from Akatsi. The

Assembly and the Department of Wildlife are also collaborating to develop the area for

monkey watching. The earlier the Akatsi district develops this potential the better, for,
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presently the Tafi Atome sanctuary in the Hohoe district is attracting international

recognition and tourists are flocking there almost on daily basis.

5.2.9 CULTURAL ATTRACTION

Those things that come under this classification include cultural and national

monuments, historic buildings, district and towns, important religious buildings such

as churches, synagogues temples, mosques, monasteries and places of historic events

(battlefields).

For Akatsi district the following have been identified by the respondents. These

are:

RESOURCE-NATURAL LOCATION

(a) Awakpe Kpodzivi and Avevi

(b) Design Stones Kpevenu

(c) Azadagli Rock Amule

(d) Deti Taadre Ave Havi and Afiadenyigba.

Among the aforementioned items the awakpe at Kpodzivi stands out prominent.

It is located at Kpodzivi, 16 kilometres north of Akatsi. The Awakpe is a granite

formation consisting of two segments and a cave historically acclaimed to have provided

refuge to the indigenous people and others in their flight from their enemies between

1865 and 1867. Annual rituals are now performed at the site. The spot is said to have

spiritual healing power.
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5.2.10 MUSEUMS

One commonly mentioned example of this tourist attraction is the Adela Animal

Museum. This is located at Akatsi and contains the preserved remains of animals such as

lions, hippopotamuses, tigers, hyenas and elephants. The museum began as a private

collection of Mr. J.K. Klu, who was reported to have killed many wild animals single-

handedly. Although the Museum is presently housed in a private house. the Akatsi

District Assembly, has negotiated with another NGO to Jointly develop the Museum.

After series of negotiations between it and relatives of the late Klu. an agreement has

been reached to start the museum project.

5.1.11 FESTIVALS

Various types of cultural festivals can be related to the local traditions and arts.

Here the Agbeliza (cassava festivall of the chiefs and people of /"'enorfedo featured

prominently in the responses. A cultural night has also been mentioned at Posmonu. All

these provide very good features for development. What have closely been identitied

with the above festivals are forms of worship in various shrines of the "gods". The

respondents identified the following shrines and cults.

SHRINEICULTS

(a) Yewe shrines

(b) Afa

(c) Trokoshi shrine

(d) Atigeli

(e) Blekete

LOCATION

Atsiekpui. Yaluvi and Hevi

Atsiekpui. Yaluvi and Hevi

Avenorfeme-Suipe

Dakpa

Fiave
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5.2.10 MUSEUMS

One commonly mentioned example of this tourist attraction is the Adela Animal

Museum. This is located at Akatsi and contains the preserved remains of animals such as

lions, hippopotamuses, tigers, hyenas and elephants. The museum began as a private

collection of Mr. J.K. Klu, who was reported to have killed many wild animals single-

handedly. Although the Museum is presently housed in a private house, the Akatsi

District Assembly, has negotiated with another NGO to jointly develop the Museum.

After series of negotiations between it and relatives of the late Klu, an agreement has

been reached to start the museum project.

5.2.11 FESTlVALS

Various types of cultural festivals can be related to the local traditions and arts.

Here the Agbeliza (cassava festival) of the chiefs and people of Avenorfedo featured

prominently in the responses. A cultural night has also been mentioned at Posmonu. All

these provide very good features for development. What have closely been identi fied

with the above festivals arc forms of worship in various shrines of the "gods". The

respondents identified the following shrines and cults.

SHRINE/CULTS LOCATION

(a) Yewe shrines Atsiekpui, Yaluvi and Hevi

(b) Afa Atsiekpui, Yaluvi and Hevi

(c) Trokoshi shrine Avenorfeme-Suipe

(d) Atigeli Dakpa

(e) Blekete Fiave
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The mentioned 'cults' are dominant in various parts of the Volta Region.

Presently, the Trokoshi cult has come under the microscope. A non-governmental

organisation, International Needs has launched a crusade to free young girls from these

cults which are described as forms of "slavery". Some of the girls are made to undergo

vocational training at Adidome in the North Tongu district. However, adherents of the

system counter the moves of the International Needs and describe them as exploitative

and a means to glean some foreign money from international donors to line up individual

pockets, The fight is still on.

One of the major problems facing all the mentioned atlraetions has been their

undeveloped nature. Some of them are either owned by the community or by individuals.

Their undeveloped nature, according to the respondents, have been blamed on lack of

funds and consequently their obscure nature. In fact. during the study many of the

respondents blamed the regional office of the Ghana Tourist Board for lack of effective

marketing of the regions' tourism potentials, This was evidenced in the poor showing of

the region at the 1999 Inter-Tourism Fair held in Accra.

One other latent problem which is unknowingly affecting consensus building over

the direction of affairs in the district is politics bothering on who is who as far as political

authority in the district is concerned. Very often the researcher was asked as to whl?thcr

it is the Parliamentarian. the District Chief Executive or the Assembly member who

should cause things to happen in terms of the provision of roads and water.

The study found out that there have been a kind of strained relations between the

District Chief Executive and the Parliamentarian for the area, Mr. Doe Ajaho as pointed

out in chapter four. Both the Assembly and the larger community were polarised into
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Executives have not helped much. These changcs are bound to impact eithcr positively

problem has been the inability of the Assembly to agree on any blue print for

development. rhe frequent changes of key personnel cspecially District Chief

two factions. This made it difficult for common decision on vital issues to be taken. The

or negatively on the direction of tourism development particularly when the Assembly

and the larger community have all taken sides in the matter. Certainly, these

developments have far reaching implications for community action. The problcm has

been exarcebated by the acrimonies from some Assembly members and the communities

over the District Assembly Common Fund and the Poverty Alleviation Fund. The people

alleged that the disbursement of such monies had a partisan outlook. These are issues

which cannot be glossed over by the authorities. The New Patriotic Party wants to

investigate all the Assemblies. If the local government system is to make the desired

impact adequate information is required. Both the Ministry of Local Government and the

various District Assemblies need to strengthen their public education outfits. The

suspicions and distrust would certainly have some community mobilisation problems and

impact negatively on that perceived community participation in projects planned for the

people.
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5.3 FUTURE OF THE INDUSTRY

It must be conceded that tourism is still a new phenomenon. However, in the

context of its importance over the last decade and the forecast that the trade will become

the world's largest export industry in the 2000s, it follows, that countries "are bound to

give increasing importance to the development of tourism" (Inskeep 1991).

For Ghana, the development of the sector has received a favourable governmental

response and the regions are virtually competing among themselves to attract the needed

foreign capital.

For the Akatsi district in the Volta Region, the tourism sector holds a future

because of the district's strategic location on the ECOWAS Highway. With its

appreciable number of attractions the district is hkely to attract portions of the cultural

and heritage segments of both the domestic and international tourist market. Although

the Volta Region faces a kind of competition from the Eastern Region, the Volta Region

still derives what Acheampong (1996) identified as a positive 'transit' effect. Akatsi

seems to be placed in the same position as Central Region which is also on a major

roadnetwork. One agrees with Acheampong writing about Central Region that the

"significance of this huge traffic is reflected in the attraction of hotels to the trunk road"

(Acheampong 1994: 133).

Despite this bright picture the Volta Region as a whole still hasn't got any

programme as to how tourism development should be planned and directed (Medtik

1991). As at now the districts have been left on their own to market themselves with the

result that each is doing what it thinks is right and sometimes not knowing what to do.

The Volta Region Co-ordinating Council (VRCC) is yet to find its bearing as to what
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input to make in the circumstances. It would be necessary for the region to have a Master

Plan on its own to effectively co-ordinate the plans of the districts for the region to derive

the maximum benefit from the industry (Hall et aI.1995). The haphazard way of doing

things must stop. The state of affairs in Akatsi might stall tourism development and

promotion in the district. The earlier things are put back into shape the better.

5.3 SUMMARY

Two broad categories of tourism attractions have been identified viz: natural and

cultural in the Akatsi district. It should be possible for the district to focus on eco-tourism

to reflect the distinctive character of the area which is mainly agricultural. However,

community participation in the tourism sector planning in the area has not been much.

This is because of political differences which have polarised the people into two factions.

The assembly itself also presents the same partisan outlook. The point is that issues are

likely to be interpreted from those held positions and not along objective thinking. In such

circumstances, therefore, information reaching the larger community, depending on the

credibility or otherwise of the source, tend to be manipulated to suit the whims and

caprices of the giver and thereby playing on the rural gullibility. This situation may result

into conflicts at a point in time. According to Dei (1997) a planning challenge in tourism

is to ensure that "present minor irritations do not blossom into issues that could threaten a

community's socio-cultural objectives and viability as a destination". This point is of

much importance within the context of community mobilisation for as Dei again remarks,

"a tourism facility that develops from the consensus is devoid of litigation and friction"

(Dei 1997).
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'The cba11enge. therefore. facing the AkalSi district now is to pick up the pi","'s

again and do IIIOIe education 8m and fun:most of the Assembl)members themse"'es and

tben an outreaeb prognmtme to sensitize the communities. It is argued tbal. rural

de,'elopment in developing counlries may be quickened with the IOtroduction of rural

tourism with commined local community panicipallon \Hunter 1995), The belief is that

with such local participation. responsible and sustaina\:llc tourism is guarani"''\! \latan

1986),
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The chal1enge, therefore, facing the Akatsi district now is to pick up the pieces

again and do more education first and foremost of the Assemblymembcrs themselves and

then an outreach programme to sensitize the communities. It is argued that, rural

development in developing countries may be quickened with the introduction of rural

tourism with committed local community participation (Hunter 1995). The belief is that

with such local participation, responsible and sustainable tourism is guaranteed (Jarari

1986).
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The challenge. therefore, facing the Akalsi district now is to pick up the pieces

with such local participation, responsible and suslainahle tuunsm is guaranteed (Jafan

tourism with committed local community participation (Hunter 1995). The belief IS thaI

development in developing countries may be quickened wilh lhe intruductiun of rural

then an outreach programme to sensitize the communities. It is argued that. rural

again and do more education first and foremost of the Assemblymembers themselves and

1
I,
I

I
1

1986).
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CHAPTER SIX

researcher came face to face with this stark reality. For the few days inside the study the

recognised when especial1y one is immobile and bereft of any supporting funds. The

feasibility visit, the hel1ish nature of how it was going to be penetrating into the areas was

pitfal1s involved in data gathering in this particular research undertaking. At the time of the

SUMMARY, IMPLICATIONS AND CONCLUSION

I INTRODUCTION
I1 It is not the purpose of this chapter to undertake a lengthy discussion of the

,I drawbacks of social survey techniques in a rural setting like Akatsi, for, as said, this work

] had already been done elsewhere. This is rather intended to pin-point a few of the major

assistance of the staff of the NFED was sought. On several occasions the team had to walk

in the rains and sometimes members got soaked to their pants but religiously protecting the

questionnaires. The persistent rains during the time extended the period of study. These

developments made a lot of demands on me as the principal researcher in terms of

constantly trying to keep the morale of the research assistant high for the work which they

clearly understood never held any prospects of substantial "pecuniary reward." Enthusiasm

began to wane and I was, therefore, faced with the task of constantly drumming it home

and playing around that "reward in heaven" philosophy which at times had that soothing

and convincing power over them. They tolerated me anyhow. Perhaps what made the trick

possible was the clear ambition of the assistants to enter the University. They initially took

the interest in the study in order to acquire or have a feel of what actual fieldwork entailed.

It is important here to re-echo the contributions of the NFED district office, Information

Services Department and National Mobilization Programme al1 at Akatsi. They gave me a
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One major constraint which affected the response rate was the refusal of many of

appropriate recognition have been given in the acknowledgment portion of the book.

lot of hope and encouragement in those difficult and hard times of data collection. The

some of the vital portions left out in the questionnaire. However, some were conveniently

of the respondents, made it even more difficult for the researchers to extrapolate to fill in

Assemblymembers. The downright refusal, blamed understandably on ignorance of many

rates higher in some categories of larger community questionnaire over those of

the respondents to respond to some listed ranking questions which made the non- response

filled in by further probing of the respondents to estimate for instance their ages,

region. Those that could not be projected were tagged "undecided", scored and their

occupation, level of education by linking them to some happenings in the district or the

represent those non-response percentages for both assembly members and the larger

percentages struck to determine the non-response rate. Tables have been drawn up to

community.
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Tab!c6-1
NQN_BfSPONSE RATES

COl\l!\!llNIU I HJ::L
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_.-~---;

"(l - -'l

-

14.-

IhA

l5.~

10.5

-h- ---l

-------_...-----

-------- ---- -_ ..,- ,
-':" .-

Item
Non.Rcspom:;c Rate

I

Hotels
18 I

!

Guest House
I.) !

!

Beach
,,0 I__

Rest House -10 I
,

J
Shrines

15 L
Bars

)8 I,
L

Transport
.)\ I

-1-
Souvenir -Ie ,

l
Museums Jt)

--I---,-_.- -"

Wild Forests -1-1
I

.--- - j --

Cultural Festiyals Ie
I

-- ----- -

InfrastrUcture
~(,

Outdoor

---

,)-1

Dancing competition -10

Cultural Centres 1~

--

1
I
I
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Jab!. 6.2

NON_RESPONSE RATE FOR ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

Item
Rale %

Hotels
3 7.\

Guest House
3 7.1

Beach
7 16.6

Rest House
5 11.9

Shrines
3 7.1

Bars
4 9.5

Transport
4 9.5

Souvenir 6 14.2

Museums
4 9.5

Wild Forests 3 7.1

Cultural Festivals 2 4.7

Infrastructure 4 9.5

Outdoor
6 14.2

Dancing competition 5 11.9

Cultural Centres - -

,
I
I
I
I,

(I

I
i

·1

From Tables 6.\ &6.2 it can be deduced Ihat Ihe non-response rale Icvels werc

higher at the community levellhan at the assembly level.

Many of the respondenls allhe communily level were found 10 have received very

minimal level of education. [n facl from the field study the majorily of Ihe 122
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NoEducational Level:1,

respondents received either the basic education of Middle School. or JSS or Secondary.

The distribution is shown in the Table below.

~ Table 6.3aI EDl!CATJONAI· LEVELS OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS;
,

No education

Primary

Middle/secondary

CollegelUniversity

Post Graduate

Total

4

122

40

4

170

2

72

24

2

100

N I I VEl S OF ASSEMBI YMF.MRERS·
Table 6.3b

EOUCATIO A • ,E • •, ,

Educational Level No
0/0

No education 3 7

Primary 2 5

Middle/secondary 29 69

7 17
--

CollegelUniversity

Post Graduate - -

Undecided 1 2

Total 42 100

Table 6.3b shows almost the same trends in tem]s of educational standards of the

two categories of respondents. This development constitutes one of the greatest problems

in community based surveys such as the one I have undertaken.
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On olbcr IeI80n a-nt from die study .... die olIJlude of many of die communlt}

"'lib a Univenity or die lo-called urban ehle \Ownbefi 1983) Many respondenli"=

10 oensitive and cold and sometunes aggrnst\C lo.. ard> quest.ons bothenng on rehglOn.

the yean to open up !KJfTlC of the roa-h to the dhlnct (3pll31 10 facilitate the ml..)\ cmcnt llf

good> and people

",'ith the current deccnuahs.auon programme the people~ the 1.1lstnct a..~mhllt .......

as panacea 10 all theu problems When the Reg","al lligh" a~, and Feeder Rc>ad,

Officer in Ho. Mr. Danso "'~ conlilCtcJ. b~ the r~afl.:hcr he (on firmed the

representation the District As.sembl~ made to the l,nice for the con~lrudlon Llf ~omc

road> eonsideraUon, These arc:

i ROAD
I
IIXe\'i-Malirikasa

\ Akalii-Ayilikofe-Oha" u

Asbiagborvi-Ahlepedo

AkalSi-Live-Mory.

Korve-Avu-Afiadenyigba

AkalSi-Xavi-Suipe-Bay. \ e

Ayitawuta-Agonnor

--- -

CO"UITIO"
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On other lesson learnt from the study was the anitude of many of the community

respondents to look with distrust on the researcher particularly when one is associated

with a University or the so-called urban elite (Chambers 1983). Many respondents were

so sensitive and cold and sometimes aggressive towards questions bothering on religion.

roads and employment. Understandably the people had long expected governments over

the years to open up some of the roads to the district capital to facilitate thc movement of

goods and people.

With the current decentralisation programme the people see the district assemblies

as panacea to all their problems. When the Regional Highways and Feeder Roads

Officer in Ho, Mr. Danso was contacted by the researcher he confirmed the

representation the District Assembly made to the office for the construction of some

roads consideration. These are:

ROAD CONDITION

Xevi-Matsrikasa Feeder
I

Akatsi-Ayitikofe-Ohawu
..

I

Ashiagborvi-Ahlepedo
..

Akatsi-Live-Moryi
..

Korve-Avu-Afiadenyigba
..

Akatsi-Xavi-Suipe-Bayive
..

Ayitawuta-Agormor
..
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Mr. Danso indicated that 261 kilometres of road in the region is to be graveled,

200 kilometres to be rehabilitated and 28 IQlometres for tarring. Some of the roads listed

above, according to Mr. Danso, form part of that package. As regards employment and

from all indications the respondents were not ready to listen or discuss any issue of

whetber one is employed or not. The reason? According to majority of them whether

they were employed.

One common thing all tbe respondents made persistent reference to during the
;,

.: study is the numerous number of similar researches and the wasted man hours that have

l
, not brought much dividend to them. Tbe researcher was faced with the persistent

demand for money in order to have audience. Those who never made such demands

directly the expression on their faces was glaringly suggestive of this pecuniaty element.

On several occasions when the researchers seemed to ignore such expressions. their

attention was quickly drawn to them in rather subtle ways through such questions as to

whether we came to the field alone or \vhether we were not working for the whiteman?

Tbere was the realisation of the varying challenges associated with typical rural-based

reseanch as I tried to undertake in the Akatsi case. Experience, it is said, is the best

teacher or not, they did not expect the government to do anything for them. Further

probing of that question only signaled a danger of the respondents abandoning the

reseancher in the midst of tbe proceedings.

On religious issues wbich bothered on the mode of worsbip of the people the

researcber was adequately forewarned even before the interview. This again was

understandable for, from otber sources particularly from tbe youth, tbe uncompromising

stand of some sections of the people stems from the way some religious groups conduct
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their crusades in the town to the extent of insulting '1raditional sensibilities". A similar

incident was reported in the adjoining Ketu District where the traditionalists also in

reaction to an earlier church convention organised a "traditional" convention and warned

that further open and platfonn insults of the traditionalists by the Christians would result

in a backlash. Luckily for the researcher there was no inclusion in the questionnaire of

anything of the sort and hence the team was spared that "agony". However, the study

brought to the fore those issues the local communities hold "sacred" and "non-

negotiable". What was experienced in the study confinned the experience recounted by

Twumasi (1986) that "personal sensitivities about answering certain research questions

might account for higher non-response rates", He also identified different "cultural

norms" and <4values" as accounting for discrepancies between response rates in two

cultural settings.

What could also constitute a drawback and thereby affect the response rate is the

researchers' mode of dressing. It was realised that too expensive type of dress tend to

rate highly the researcher in the minds of the interviewee and providing nothing other

than verbal "thank you" at the end of the interview was an "abomination" to them. Some

of the respondents told the researcher that the exercise was a bother to them because it

was conflicting with their fanning schedule, This brings to the fore the issue of timing.

Wrong timing is bound to affect the response rate. At a point in time some of the

respondents indicated to me in confidence their intention to rubb off their house

numbering to avoid the constant "invasion" of their houses for nothing in the name of

research which they maintained is not bringing any development to them.
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Two of the field assistants told me that in one of the communities they were

gentlemen are engaging in the now serial killings and other crimes in major towns and

mistaken belief was against the background of the opinion that sometimes well-dressed

looked at variously first as "tax collectors" or "blood suckers". Apparently, that

Against the background of all the listed drawbacks and many more that Twumasi

villages. Those are enough to scare the people.

calculated sample size. Twumasi mentioned some of the problems as difficulties by

(1986) has already pointed out will have significant impact on the effectiveness of the

fieldworkers in contacting rural-urban respondents; the near absence from home of thc

respondents during scheduled interview times.

These findings of Twumasi some years ago have not changed: some of the

tendencies still exist if not in rather worst conditions - an indication that illiteracy is still

a major problem to effective rural based research. Twumasi mentioned examples from

data from Paga in the Upper East Region Ehwia in the Ashanti Region and Kato in the

Brong Ahafo Region as communities inhabited mainly by farmers. To a larger extent

Akatsi can be described as such. Therefore, the admonition by Twumasi to be more

careful in studying rural people special "illiterates" who have a different style of life is

very instructive. This is a useful lesson to all wishing to undertake research in the rural

areas to prepare adequately for it especially when such research is self-financed as in my

case. However, some useful lessons have been learnt in this study.
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The cardinal aim of this study has been to elicit information from the local areas

tourism related projects rather than asking them direct questions which would have been

questions tended to dwell more on asking the respondents to show their liking for some

larger community on one hand and the assembly members on the other. The study

tourism at their local areas and above all, to analyse the differences in perception of the

as to what extent the local people are being involved in efforts at the development of

6.2 SUMMARY OF STUDY

difficult to obtain anything meaningful from. Throughout the presentation the study

attempted highlighting the current debate on tourism development and significantly on

why there is need for effective community participation in tourism development since

tourism depends highly on the goodwill of the host community.
The examples of the

I

I
I
l

Green Turtle Cay of the Bahamas in the Caribbean, the visit of a group of American

tourists to Thaiknd and the Kakum National Park have been cited as instances of

confrontations of one sort or the other when tourists on one hand and the host community

fail to understand each other. Oei-(1997), Fridgen (1991) and Inskeep (1991) have all

emphasised on the need to involve the horizontal community in programmes and

projects in order to ensure the sustainability of those interventions.

The point is not being made that at whatever minutes level the people must know

what is being planned for them, for, after all said and done and irrespective of what

development strategy that is put in the project it must be seen as being owned by the

people and that it can bring improvement in their lives-that is the crux of the matter.

The study also found the study area to be mainly agricultural and hence the

preference of the people towards farming. The scope of rural tourism is widening since
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....... are many more competing demands on the ruml areas. They have become multi

~ resource supporting a variety of different demands and uses· At the same time

tourism is increasingly seen as a valid and important means of sustaining and diwrsifying

rural econonties and societies (Richard & Sharpley 1997).

It has been suggested that rural tourism should be planned and developed in a

manner which "emphasises and reflects the rural environment:' Based on this

under>tanding and the highly agricultural base of the study area the dev'e1opment of

agritourism is recommended.

The study also identified the undeveloped nature of the resorts and the poor

access to them. Factors such as transport or ease of access ha\·e a bearing on the

enjoyment or satisfaction gained from a visit to the countryside and. therefore. an

understanding of the inter-<lependency of these different aspects is critical.

The study discov'ered low intemetion of assembly-members with their people.

Although the radio emerged from the study as the main source of information on tourism

malters there is still the need for more education to be done at the assembly lewl in order

to ensure maximum corporation of the people in the policy formulation and

implementation at the district level.
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there are many more competing demands on the rural areas. They have become multi

purpose resource supporting a variety of different demands and uses. At the same time

tourism is increasingly seen as a valid and important means of sustaining and diversifying

rural economies and societies (Richard & Sharpley 1997).

It has been suggested that rural tourism should be planned and developed in a

manner which "emphasises and reflects the rural environment." Based on this

understanding and the highly agricultural base of the study area the development of

agritourism is recommended.

The study also identified the undeveloped nature of the resorts and the poor

access to them. Factors such as transport or ease of access have a bearing on the

enjoyment or satisfaction gained from a visit to the countryside and, therefore, an

understanding of the inter-dependency of these different aspects is critical.

The study discovered low inteITaction of assemblymembers with their people.

Although the radio emerged from the study as the main source of information on tourism

matters there is still the need for more education to be done at the assembly level in order

to ensure maximum corporation of the people in the policy formulation and

implementation at the district level.
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6.3 IMPLICATION OF STUDY FOR DEVELOPMENT

From the study it became abundantly clear that most of the tourism resorts

mentioned by the respondents are mostly owned by either the communities or

individuals. These developments pose serious challenges when the issue of actual

ownership is to be determined to allow for a major project. One often hears litigation over

such lands. Many areas in the region have not been able to free themsclves from these

entanglements. Such a development has tremendous impact on investment and if nothing

is done to address these bottlenecks they will scare off potential investors. The issue,

therefore, calls for governmental intervention or more appropriately the District

Assemblies will have to work out ways and means of making the acquisition of land in

the region free of all these encumbrances. This emphasises the point that tourism as an

industry is composed of public and private interests and all these people will be taking

advantage of the liberalized economy of the nation (Gunn 1993). Tourism range is wide

and it is therefore necessary as Fridgen (199\) points out the industry should be

recognised as such by people who formulate policies, regulations and laws to make things

attractive to investors in that area.

Of late, public interest or sector in the industry is beginning to grow. The study

found out that in the study area many private hotels are springing up not necessarily to

promote tourism but largely for cornmercial interests. The phenomenon, therefore, calls

for the districts and the regional offices of the Ghana tourism Board under the New Local

Government system to collaborate in order to make relevant policies to guide

development in the rural areas. According to Fridgen, a well though tout policy assists

owners and business managers in tourism planning development and marketing. A
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tourism policy, according to Fridgen sets the direction in any planning, devclopment or

market effort. Again the study findings provide sufficient grounds to assess what the

on the need for tourism policy to be well executed to enhance the appeal of a "region Ii"

people expect and hope to derive from the industry. Therefore, one agrees with I'ridgen

tourists and businesses and not as sex haven". Significant examples of this sex-relafed

tourism exist in Thailand, Haiti and Tahiti. The <iamhia has also been portrayed as that

West African country which has been successfully marketed in Scandinavia as the elosesl

placc to "Europc, guarantecing a pleasant climate and where has deeply been affected by

tourism's impact on moral bchaviour" (Lea I~XHJ. Tbe neW threal of the incurable

sexually transmitted disease, aids have serious implications for the popularity of some of

the tourist destinations, Crime and gambling cann<Jt he rult;d out Mathic"oll ct (iL

(1982) suggcst that "tourism and crime arc influenced by population density during the

tourist season; the location of a resort in relation to an International bl)nJcr", The I\~ahl

district fits into tbis category. It lies un an International lIighway that link, the '1 "g"

border. The respondents from the ~tudy .,h()wcu a l<H:k of undCf,,,tandlOg u1' the rrJf)f(J!

dangers associated with tourism development. Lither they dl) not ac(;cpl the ~tatcrncnt a~

a fact or reject tbe consequences uf the slatcment.



Table6.4a

RESPONSE BY COMMUNITY ON TOURISM INCREASING DRUG ABUSE

AND PROSTITUTION

Response No %

Not Acceptable 88 51.7

Acceptable 17 10

Quite Acceptable 10 5.8

Highly acceptable 54 31.7

Undecided I 0.5

Total 170 100

Table 6.4b

RESPONSE BY ASSEMBLY MEMBERS ON TOURISM INCREASING DRUG

ABUSE AND PROSTITUTION

Response No %

Not Acceptable 28 66.6

Acceptable 6 14.2

Quite Acceptable 2 4.7

Highly acceptable 4 9.5

Undecided 2 4.7

Total 42 100

Lea pointed out that different and more relaxed attitudes to sex in some Third

World countries were responsible for the growth of sexual dimension to travel. The

communities are thus aware of this fact and this has implications for tourism

development in terms of what strategies to put in place to stem the tide when tourism is
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schemes with any mitigating strategies. There are copious studies to guide the district

fully fledged. As at now the districts are only promoting tourism without matching those

and the region in 'order not to repeat the mistakes of those countries where tourism has

become synonymous with sex and other loose life styles.

The study also has serious implications for road development. The road network

in the district and the region is not much developed. For the Akatsi district it is a major

handicap to many in those areas. This means that if the tourists do visit the district the

poor road leading to these tourist areas constitute major disincentive. Tourism, according

to Cooper et al (1993) involves the movement of people and hence the relationship

between transportation and tourism development is a vital aspect of tourism studies as

discussed in chapter Two. The road problem will have to be tackled alongside tourism

development, perhaps a multi-sectoral planning is needed for tourism cuts across a wide

spectrum of things.
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6.4 CQNCI.IJSlQN

The core of this study has been to understand the attitudes of people in the Akatsi

district towards tourism development including identifying some tourism resorts or

It is true that tourism development particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa is an emerging

potentials in the district.

phenomenon. And for the primary economic conSIderation most Sub-Saharan African

countries have thus embraced tourism dc\'elopmcnt and promotion as a matter of urgency

(Acheampong 1996). Quoting from a Tourism De\clopment Report-PolIcy and Trcnds.

Acheampong based the Sub-Saharan Africa outlook on some observed trends among

others as ..the increased promotional tourism and tr3\"cl fairs and exhibitions. in\itations

of tour operators and travel writers and the physical dc\ clopment of reqUisite lounsm

t
I

infrastructure". It is also equally true that not all countncs. regions. states or

communities have a tourist policy (Fridgcn 149\). The Issue IS of a compIe" nature

particularly for the regions of the country. At the rCf!lOoul k\ cl it 15 an open compctitll)!1

among the district assemblies. At the time of wflling lhb report another district In the

region, Keta District had also organised its in\ esunent t3ir comll1g after AkaLSI and

Hohoe districts. \\l1at seems to be happening is that therc IS nl..' (:cntral dmxtion as to

what should be the priority in the region. Granted thai tourism de\ elopment IS identltied

in the region as ha\'ing the edge oyer all others. the question still remains as to \\ ha. to

develop first and from where. It is necessary' for the Volta Region and the Regional Co-

ordinating Council (RCC) to haw a Regional De,elopment Plan that will set right thc

priorities of the region. Thcre had been two or three attempts to organise a forum hcre in

Ho to outline an Action Programme for the region. Nothing concrete has come out or
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been said about that proposed plan. The times now call for such a Master Plan or Policy

to assist in meeting tourism goals and objectives so that resources arc not expcndcd on

unnecessary things in the name of rising up to the challenge of attracting investors to

develop tourism at the district levels.

Finally, tourism development may not be bad in itsclf and sincc it rclics on the

goodwill of the people it is important that the host community or thc local pcople must be

involved in the planning and execution of tourism plans and projccts meant for them. For

the likely moral impacts, whether positivc or ncgativc, tourism planncrs and

policymakers need to consider relevant strategies to mitigate these immoral acts in order

to protect traditional values and nonns in the tourism resort areas.
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APPENDIX B (OUESTIONNAlRE)

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND TOURISM DEYEI,OPMENT IN THE

AKATSI DISTRICT OF THE yOLTA REGION.

The purpose of this study is to understand the attitudes of people particularly in

the Akatsi district towards tourism development.

Your viewpoints are important to the study. Please fill out the entire survey and if

you have additional comments to make, include them in the last page. Your answers are

completely confidential.

A: PERCEPTION:

1. Which of the following activities do you think provide the best opportunity for the

future development of your district? (Rank the items 1-7 with I being the best

opportunity).

Farming

Trading / retail sales

Education / schools

Wood products

Tourism / hotel business

Driving

Fishing

Other (specify)

2. Indicate by ticking your acceptance level of the following which are developments

associated with tourism.
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Not Acceptable Quite Highly

Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable

Hotels
-

I 2 3 4

Guest house I 2 3 4

Beach development I 2 3 4

Restaurants 1 2 3 4

Traditional shrines I 2 3 4

Bar/night clubs I 2 3 4

Public transportation I 2 3 4

Gifllsouvenir shops I 2 3 4

Museums 1 2 3 4

Wildlife / forests I 2 3 4

Cultural festivals 1 , 3 4

Infrastructure I 2 3 4

Outdoor recreation

facilities I 2 3 4

Dancing competitions 1 2 3 4

Cultural centres I 2 3 4

I. What role do you thmk tounsm should play 10 the dlstnct's economy?

(Tick)

(a) No role ( ) (b) Minor role ( ) (c) a role equal to other industries (d) a

dominant role ( ).

2. How will you describe the attitude of any tourist you have met in your area? (Tick).
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Very friendly

Moderately unfriendly

Neither friendly I nor unfriendly

Very friendly.

B. AWARENESS I KNOWJ.EDGE

3. From where have you heard I learnt of tourism" Tick

(a) Radio ( ) (b)TV ( ) (cl Assembly (man) ( 1

(d) Newspaper ( ) (e) Workplace ( ) (f) school ( 1. (gl othcr.

4. Have you ever heard of Ghana's 15'" Year Intcgratcd Tourism Dcvclopment

Programme? (a) Yes ( ) (blNo ( 1

5. Source of information ····················· ..
........... ,_. , ,_ .

6. Are you involved in tourism decision making in your district / area?

(a) Yes ( )

7. What was the issue"

(b)No ( 1

...................................

8. At what level were you involved!

........................ - - .

9. How aware are you ofteunsm projects I resources in your district / area?

(a) Very aware ( )

(d) not at all aware ( ).

(b) somewhat aware ( 1 (c) Slightly aware ( )

10. Name any recent tourism related progranmle in your area I district.

.............................................. ,- ,_ .

II. How often do you interact with your electorates I assemblyman?

Weekly ( ) Monthly ( ) whenever necessary ( ) Not all ( ).
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....... , "

..............................

13. Are such meetings enough? Ves () No ( )

Why? ······································ .

14. How long have you been an assemblyman?

( ) Less than 1 year ( ) 8 yrs ( ) 4yrs ( ) 2yrs ( ) newly elected ( ).

15. Will you support and participate in tourism development projects in your area')

Vest) No().

16. Why? · · · .. · .. · .. ··· .. ··

C. RESOURCES:

From question 2 which of the listed items can you identify in your area as a tourist

potential (List as may as you can and thcir locations).

18.

, .1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

........................

........................

......... ,_ .

.,_ ' ..

...... ,_ .

.. location .

. .... location .

. location .

. location ..

location .

. .. location .

. location .

. location .

It

19. Who owns these resources? (Tick)

(a) the communities (chiefs) ( )

(c) district assembly ( )

(b) individuals ( )

(d) Ghana Tourist Buard (
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(e) government ( )

(g) don't know ( )

(I) other (specify) .

20. Tick whether the attractions mentioned in Q. 18 are:

(a) developed ( ) (b)undeveloped ( )

21. If undeveloped what do you think are the reasons?

, , ". " , , .. , ,'.

22. Are the attractions accessible by road?

(a)Yes() (b) No ( )

23. Which of the following do you have in your area? [Tick]

(a) Cultural Centre ( )

(b) Town Hall ( )

(c) Entertainment Centre (

(d) None ( )

24. If answer to Q 23 is (d) where arc social events organised in your area?

...............................................

25. How can the problem be solved"

'" ,- - ,_ ..
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I 234

I 2 3 4

I 2 3 4

1 2 3 4

I 2 3 4

I 2 3 4

I 2 3 4

1 2 3 4

I 2 3 4

I 2 3 4

D. AlTITUDES/ADYOCACY

Show your acceptance level of Ihe following stalemenls by ticking (Refer to Q. 2 for

acceptance level and circle).

26. Tourism will improve infrastructure

27. Tourism preserves our culture

28. Tourism will increase cost of living

29. Tourism increases drug abuse and prostitution

30. Tourism promotes better understanding between people.

31. Tourism encourages more people to VIsit the communities

32. Tourism will provide jobs in the community

33. Tourism helps to expand local crafts. musIC

34. Towns would be much better off \\ Ithout tounsts.

35. I accepllourism development

36 Why' ···

E. INVOI,VEMENT I PRACTICE

36. Whal can you do 10 help the distnct develop Its tourist potentIa"·)

[ Tick].

(a) Will suppon any project ( )

(b) Take pan in communal labour (

(c) Contribute funds ( )

(d) Will engage in craft production (
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i,
;

(e) Will not do anything ( )

37. What other infrastructural facilities and services do you think are necessary for

tourism development in your area? [rank according to order of importance].

(a) roads ( )

(b) water ( )

(c) electricity ( )

(d) communications ( )

(e) security ( ).

38. Will you accept that foreigners pay to watch our cultural practices and festivals
O

(a) Yes ( ) (b) No ( )

Why? - -_ _ -'" -_ -_. ---.. -_. --

39. should cultural practices be modified°

(a)Yes() (b)"io (

F: ECONOMIC INDICATORS:

40. Sex: Male ( )

41. Age: (a) under 20

(I) 61 and above.

Female (

(b) 21-30

Tick ( 1-

(c) 31--40 (d) 41-50 (eI51-60

42. Level of Education [Tick]

(a) No education (

(b) primary ( )

( c) middle / secondary (

(d) college / university ( )

(e) post graduate ( )
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43. Which best describes your employment slatus'

(a) employed full time ( )

(b) employed part time ( )

(c) unemployed ( )

(d) self employed ( )

(e) students ( )

(I) housewife ( )

(g) retired I pensioner ( )

44. What is your job I occupation? .

Opinion leader. ···.·· Tick [ ].

THANKS FOR YOUR TIME AND CO-OPERATION .
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