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This paper explores young people’s experiences and perceptions of mobility and mobility constraints in
poorer urban areas of Ghana, Malawi and South Africa within the specific context of inter-generational
relations. Drawing principally on qualitative research findings from a study involving both adult and
child researchers, our aim is to chart the diversities and commonalities of urban young people’s mobility
experiences in the everyday - how they use and experience the city - developing a comparative perspec-
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Inter-generational relations peer culture which may shape their life trajectories. Three themes are explored in detail: mobility as chal-
Ghana lenge, mobility as temptation and mobility control.

Malawi

South Africa

© 2010 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Africa’s urban youth in the twenty-first century is commonly
represented, both inside and outside the continent, as in a state
of flux: dislocated, marginalized, open to political manipulation;
forever in a state of becoming (yet never arriving). Images of way-
ward, unruly and potentially destructive youth intersect with
frightening statistics for HIV/AIDS, youth unemployment and
crime. Common representations of Africa’s urban youth in the
Western media include child prostitutes, vagrant street children,
drug abuse, pregnant teenagers and youth vigilantes. The reality,
of course, is much more complex. In the story we present in this
paper, mobility — as experience, opportunity, challenge, temptation
and performance - plays a key role.

Mobility and immobility, we argue, are key factors shaping
young people’s urban experience and their future life chances
across sub-Saharan Africa. For young people, mobility achieved
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may, on the one hand, be a source of excitement, temptation,
thrills, inclusion, opportunity and perceived success; on the other,
a cause of exhaustion, danger and fear. Mobility frustrated, by con-
trast, is most often seen purely in negative terms: a source of an-
ger, despair, exclusion and perceived failure. In this paper we
focus on mobilities in the everyday - daily journeys to school,
work, church, the market and video house, to meet friends, rela-
tions, lovers, teachers, business operators. The more extensive
mobilities of migration from the distant village or another country
are largely outside our frame. Our principal aim is to chart young
people’s mobility experiences — how they use and experience the
city — developing a comparative perspective across the three urban
study sites that links young people’s mobility with the power rela-
tions which operate to shape their movements in individual loca-
tions. In particular, we consider how positive and negative
images of young people’s mobility play out in terms of the inter-
generational frictions and negotiations generated by their mobility
performances within local cultural settings. We also reflect on the
developmental consequences of mobility achieved and mobility
frustrated, in terms of young people’s access to services and in-
come and their participation in the social networks and peer cul-
ture which may shape their life trajectories. This requires us to
consider how factors such as gender and age intersect with specific
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local conditions (economy, transport provision and cultural con-
text, including histories of inter-generational relations) in our
three city locations to mediate young people’s mobility experi-
ences. The paper is shaped around three themes: mobility as chal-
lenge, mobility as temptation and mobility control.

The recent turn to a mobilities paradigm in the social sciences
provides an appropriate frame for our discussion. Sheller and Ur-
ry’s (2006) problematization of sedentarist theories of bounded
places as a basis of human identities and experience, and the basic
units of social research, accords well with our research approach
and experience. We are concerned in this paper with the complex
relationality of places and people. African cities and their route-
ways are landscapes of process which are nearly as much in flux
as the young people who inhabit and move through them. Mobile
young people - negotiating drainage ditches, running to avoid bit-
ing dogs and unsympathetic adults, perambulating busy markets,
calling their friends by cell phone as they scramble for a seat in a
crowded minibus in which the music blares - are embedded in
an only slightly less mobile material world of roads, schools, drain-
age ditches, lorry parks, video houses, mobile phone masts, mar-
kets and bars. By contrast with Western contexts this material
world is frequently transient: temporary kiosks block pedestrian
routeways; torrential rain destroys road surfaces; city authorities
send bulldozers to demolish illegal markets; school roofs collapse
following termite infestation or high winds.

A mobilities paradigm which puts multiple interacting mobili-
ties at the centre of social change, we suggest, is crucial in under-
standing the shaping of today’s African cities and, in particular,
the ‘youthscapes’ which form a critical part of the urban whole.
We use the term ‘youthscape’ here as shorthand for the concept
of young people as active participants in the cityscape: that is,
not only a category of people experiencing and using the city,
but also a category with a visible presence which impacts (not
least through its potential and actual physical mobility) on the
attitudes and actions of other generational categories and conse-
quently makes a significant contribution to the shaping of the
cityscape. This accords with Maira’s use of the term which, draw-
ing on Appadurai’s (1990) concept of ‘scapes’, suggests ‘a site that
is not just geographic or temporal, but social and political as well,
a “place” that is bound up with questions of power and material-
ity’ (Maira, 2005, p. 152). Power relations shape the precise pat-
terning of individual mobilities and immobilities: who can
travel along which streets, using what form of transport, interact-
ing with whom, stopping where. Since control over mobility re-
flects and reinforces power it is necessary to track ‘the power of
discourses and practices of mobility in creating both movement
and statis’ (Sheller and Urry, 2006, p. 211, citing Morley, 2000
and Skeggs, 2004).

In our case studies this tracking of power has brought to the
fore a particular focus on the inter-generational relationships
within which young people operate. African cultural constructions
tend to emphasise the lowly position of young people in family
hierarchies and the importance of respect for elders (and obedi-
ence to their rules). In the context of limited livelihood opportu-
nities youth as a social category in Africa has, for generations,
tended to extend into the late 30s, especially for men (Chant
and Jones, 2005). In many African societies, young people are ex-
pected to play a key (labour) role in the construction of family
livelihoods and to perform additional unpaid domestic tasks in
the home (Robson, 1996; Porter et al., 2007). Inter-generational
relations are particularly complicated in the South African context
because of the role youth played in the anti-apartheid movement
(Comaroff and Comaroff, 1999), but across urban Africa, young
people have entered into political space in complex ways. In Ma-
lawi, for instance, struggles for their control date back many dec-
ades (van Dijk, 1998). Thus, as Durham (2000) observes, images of

youth as unruly and potentially destructive cross-cut with images
of political manipulation of youth. These images may be rein-
forced by young people’s mobility performances on the street
and elsewhere, of the kind Ferguson (1999, p. 114) so vividly
evokes in his scenes of Copper Belt life: young men who strut
down the street with a stance suggest defiance, cockiness, ‘atti-
tude’, dressed in bright red pants, gold sequined pants, hats worn
backwards or at an improbable angle, talking loudly, greeting oth-
ers rudely as they go; promenading girls with make-up and slits
in their skirts, showing off their legs and displaying disrespect
(all as observed by a local informant in Mufulira city centre). Such
performances give rise to unease among elders and a tension in
inter-generational relations that can impact back on young people
through mobility constraints and place-related exclusions. As Fer-
guson observed in the Copper Belt context, people who ‘move
around’ in Africa are often a source of suspicion: moving around
implies not only physical mobility but also sexual promiscuity,
both among men and women. For many older people, particularly
first generation rural-urban migrants, the African city is perceived
as a place of danger and vice: uncontrolled independent mobility
within the city will, they believe, expose their young people to
temptations and hazard, encourage disrespectful attitudes and
corruption.

The literature on African children and youth has expanded
enormously, including a recent growth in work with an inter-gen-
erational perspective (for example, a special issue of Africa on
grandparents and grandchildren, Geissler et al., 2004). However,
research specifically related to daily mobility of young people in
urban settings remains sparse and confined to single city settings
(for instance, Schildkraut, 1981; Young and Barrett, 2001; van
Blerk, 2005; Benwell, 2009). The following studies by Lee, Grieco,
Turner and Kwakye, Langevang and Gough are particularly perti-
nent to our work because they not only have a focus on youth daily
mobility but also link this to some degree with inter-generational
relations.

Lee’s (2004) trans-generational analysis of migrant mobility in
Cape Town, South Africa, shows how first generation migrant par-
ents closely restricted their children’s movements, especially that
of girls, but more because of respectability than safety concerns,
perceiving the city as a place of moral decay. Parental ability to
regulate movements of urban youth declined in the latter days of
apartheid, in part due to deregulation of the transport industry,
which allowed a massive increase in taxis. She observes how
mobility is “‘worn with flair’ by third generation respondents as
a confident assertion of greater opportunity and their increasingly
consumerist selves”. For Ghana, there is a substantial urban mobil-
ity study, undertaken in Accra in the early1990s (Grieco et al.,
1996; Turner and Kwakye, 1996). This emphasises the high level
of local mobility among children in low-income households, asso-
ciated with domestic tasks (refuse removal, water and fuelwood
collection) and petty trade. It also shows how the falling off in
transport provision associated with structural adjustment mea-
sures increased dependence on women and children’s work. Young
people became increasingly central to the economic organisation
of households and were taken in as foster-children to reduce the
transport stress of adults faced with transport under-provision:
they acted as domestic anchors, compensating for the absence of
adult household members delayed in distant markets by transport
problems.

More recently, Langevang (2008) has examined young men’s
meeting places in Accra. She shows how young men on the street
are often viewed by older people as potentially dangerous, but
their meeting places offer unemployed young men a meaningful
space from which to network. Langevang and Gough (2009), also
working in Accra, discuss the regulation of young people’s move-
ment by parents and other elders. They observe how girls beyond
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puberty (whose movements are particularly constrained) will
employ cunning tactics to evade surveillance, while young men
try to avoid spending too much time sitting around at home in or-
der to avoid being viewed as lazy. Gough’s interviews with young
people across two contrasting residential areas in Lusaka (2008)
draw attention to the distances which young people will walk in
urban areas to get to school or to job search, concerns about travel
at night and notes that parents regulate the movements of young
women, in particular, because of fears of daughters becoming preg-
nant. Our ongoing mobility research with young people, builds on
these studies, by providing detailed comparative research across
three countries. We also offer novel perspectives, in particular
through our adoption of a methodological approach in which child
researchers form a key component.

2. Methodology

In this paper, we draw on inter-disciplinary research from a 3-
year mobility study of children and young people aged between
about 9 and 18 years, conducted between 2006 and 2009.! We uti-
lized a two-strand approach, in which an adult academic research
study was complemented by a less conventional child researcher
strand. Seventy ‘child’ researchers across the three countries [aged
11-19], following a basic training, selected research tools they pre-
ferred and conducted their own studies with peers in places conve-
nient to them: the methods they used included in-depth interviews,
focus groups, diaries, life histories, photographic journals of travel
and accompanied walks. A full description of the recruitment and
methodology in this component is available elsewhere (Porter
et al, in press). While these researchers were happy to be called
‘child’ researchers at the beginning of the study, by the time we held
a review workshop in Ghana towards the end of the study, they pre-
ferred the term ‘young researcher’.

Findings from the young researcher component have fed into
and complement the adult research strand. The latter included
intensive qualitative research [interviews, life histories, focus
groups, ethnographic diaries, accompanied walks (Porter et al.,
2010)] with young people, their parents and/or key informants at
two urban sites per country, and a quantitative survey of respon-
dents aged approximately 9-18 years in the same sites. The quali-
tative research - ca. 50-80 interviews/activities per site, conducted
mostly by local research assistants — provides a rich ethnographic
dataset. A substantial but varying proportion of the qualitative
interviews in each site were with young people of 9-18 years of
age and included individual and group interviews with in-school
and out-of-school children. Individual interviews were also con-
ducted with parents and group interviews with mothers and
fathers (separately). Key informants included teachers, health
workers, transport operators and settlement leaders. Life histories
with people in their mid- to late-twenties, focused at reflecting
back on the impact of mobility and immobility on their life to date,
provided further perspectives.

The first phase of qualitative research helped shape the ques-
tionnaire survey of ca. 1000 young people per country (including
ca. 250 urban respondents; n=2967). This survey sample of
approximately 125 young people per settlement was obtained by
accessing households in a transect across the settlement, and ran-
domly selecting one per household for interview, i.e. by first meeting

! The sites included urban, peri-urban, rural and remote rural locations in two
different agro-ecological zones in each country but only the urban component is
reported here.

2 Transect procedure had to vary according to the size and nature of the settlement.
In small settlements it was necessary to undertake a number of transects across the
settlement until the total sample size was achieved.

with all young people aged 9-18> present at the time, and using a
game with paper strips (one starred to mark the respondent for
interview) to select the respondent. The questionnaire was con-
ducted at varying times of day, mostly outside school hours. The par-
ent/carer was asked to give some basic information about the
selected child. The subsequent interview with the young person
was conducted wherever possible out of hearing (but within sight)
of the parent and other family members.

3. Background to the study sites

Our qualitative and quantitative research took place in low-in-
come, high-density neighbourhoods of six urban centres: Cape
Coast and Sunyani in Ghana; Blantyre and Lilongwe in Malawi;
Soshanguve and Mthatha (Umtata) in South Africa, but here we
draw principally on detailed qualitative material from just one
centre in each country. This is necessary for reasons of brevity,
since each case study requires adequate contextualization. The se-
lected neighbourhoods are Abura in Cape Coast, Ghana; Nganga-
lizwe in Mthatha, Eastern Cape, South Africa and Ndirande in
Blantyre, Malawi.

3.1. Case study 1: Abura, a neighbourhood of Cape Coast, Central
Region, Ghana

Abura (population over 15,000 in 2000) is a busy, congested
neighbourhood within the metropolitan area of Cape Coast (popu-
lation 82,291 in 2000). This city is the regional capital for a zone
principally characterized by agriculture and fishing and Abura in-
cludes the city’s second largest market. It is a mix of Fante indig-
enes, other Akans and northern ethnic groups. A majority of
households in Abura are composed of male-headed nuclear fami-
lies. The area is well served by local transport [taxis, minibuses]
which negotiates not only the main paved roads but also many
of the narrow unpaved lanes of the residential areas. It is also well
located in terms of access to hospitals, clinics and schools in the
city. However, the majority of people here (as in our other study
sites) are too poor to pay hospital fees and instead buy medicines
in the Abura market and from local kiosks.

3.2. Case study 2: Ndirande, a neighbourhood of Blantyre, Malawi

Ndirande (population ca. 113,000 in 2008) is a high-density,
low-income urban neighbourhood of Blantyre, Malawi’s main
commercial city (population 661,444 in 2008). The city and this
neighbourhood are characterized by substantial in-migration and
diverse ethnic composition, in the Ndirande case dominated by
Yao and Ngoni. Female-headed households constitute about 15—
25% of the total population in Ndirande and although child-headed
households are few, there are some street children living here. The
region has been badly affected by HIV/AIDS and there are many
single and double orphans. Unlike Abura and Ngangalizwe, which
are both located on relatively flat terrain, Ndirande is situated on
a hillside (the lower slopes of Ndirande mountain). Road condi-
tions in this neighbourhood are very poor - only the main roads
are paved and accessible to vehicular traffic throughout the year.
Much of the residential area is characterized by poor pedestrian ac-
cess along narrow, potholed, boulder-strewn paths. Open streams
and drains present a serious hazard, especially after heavy rainfall.
Transport along the main paved routes, however, is plentiful and
frequent. Basic health and education services and a government

3 In a few cases (especially where this was the only child present) children of
8 years were included where they were found to be capable of answering the
questionnaire accurately.
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secondary school are available in the neighbourhood; hospital ser-
vices are located in the town centre.

3.3. Case study 3: Ngangalizwe, a neighbourhood of Mthatha
[Umtata], Eastern Cape, South Africa

Ngangelizwe (ca. 70,000 population, 2001) is a high-density,
low-income neighbourhood, within Mthatha, an urban centre (ca.
700,000 population in Greater Mthatha, 2001) servicing a large,
poor and underdeveloped rural area of Eastern Cape. The majority
of the population in Mthatha and Ngangelizwe are Xhosas. There is
a high proportion of female-headed households, associated with
the region’s former homeland status (when men were recruited
to work in the gold mines of ‘white’ South Africa) and local
employment opportunities remain limited. However, by contrast
with Abura and Ndirande, many of Ngangelizwe’s streets are rela-
tively well engineered: the main roads and even some minor resi-
dential roads are paved, there are pedestrian sidewalks and
occasional speed ramps. As in Ndirande, HIV/AIDS is a major health
issue. Basic health and education services are available in the
neighbourhood, while secondary schools and hospital services
are located in central Mthatha. Transport is widely available,
though the condition of many of the operating vehicles is poor.

4. Mobility as challenge

This section consists principally of a comparative review of the
obstacles young people face in city travel. A quite diverse set of
mobility challenges were reported across our three study sites,
though these were principally associated with pedestrian travel
in all locations. Long walks are often necessary, because motorized
transport tends to be out of reach of young people due to the cost -
most in all three sites lack funds to travel by vehicle on a daily ba-
sis. We focus in this section on the main daily journeys which
young people undertake; day and night travel for purposes other
than school and work are considered later.

4.1. Travel to school

A majority of the young people we interviewed in all three
neighbourhoods are school pupils and pedestrian travel to and
from school is commonly one of the key elements of their mobility.
In Abura (Ghana) over 98% of 9-18 year-old school pupils in our
survey had walked to school the previous day, in Ndirande (Mala-
wi) over 97% and in Ngangelizwe (South Africa) 86%. The urban
journey to school is not necessarily far or lengthy, even in the
two relatively large southern African study cities (50% of pupils
estimated their school journey took 15 min or less in Abura, 29%
in Ndirande and 40% in Ngangelizwe) but it may still encompass
a range of challenges.

In Abura, the biggest fear often reported was negotiating routes
used by drivers perceived as aggressive and dangerous. These dif-
ficulties are exacerbated by the lack of clearly-demarcated pedes-
trian sidewalks: pedestrians and vehicles must both travel
through a shared and often badly potholed routeway. Even on un-
paved roads many drivers travel at speed, often using these routes
as a means of avoiding traffic congestion along the main streets.
Child pedestrians report being showered with dust in the dry sea-
son and by dirty water in the rains as vehicles hurtle past in the
narrow shared space: this leads to reprimands when they arrive
at school with a dirty uniform. When drivers see children they of-
ten startle them by hooting furiously, to warn of their approach. If
the children are perceived to have retreated insufficiently quickly,
a tirade of insults may follow. At night pedestrian dangers are
exacerbated by the lack of street lights. Many of these problems

are faced by adult pedestrians too, but younger children’s relatively
small stature and young people’s low status enhances their vulner-
ability to inconsiderate treatment by drivers. Those few young peo-
ple who travel to school in motorized transport occasionally
reported being cheated on fares: they lack the power to question
or complain.

In the hilly terrain of Ndirande, the very limited transport avail-
ability away from the paved roads and cost constraints on use of
motorized transport mean most travel is on foot. Roaming dogs
and snakes are considered serious hazards, especially by younger
children (whether on the way to school or on other journeys).
Speeding minibuses present another danger in the locations where
they can operate, while speeding bicycles present a more wide-
spread hazard (and one far more common than in either Abura
or Ngangalizwe). By contrast with Abura, where this was rarely
raised as an issue by young people, there is also the real danger
of human attack in Ndirande (though perhaps on a somewhat les-
ser scale than in Ngangalizwe below). Both boys and girls walking
to school in uniform are subject to taunts and harassment: men
call them names as they pass the bottle store and older girls are
propositioned as they walk by. Boys reported being attacked by
bigger boys on the street who steal their possessions on the way
to school or their money on the way to the market: “we wait for
each other so that we can walk in groups. This prevents attacks from
bad people. .. sometimes they beat us and tell us not to let anybody
know about it ...[or] they will skin us to death” [Michael, 16 years].
The graveyard area is reportedly particularly dangerous: “now in
January there is a lot of bush so I don’t use this path because I fear
the people who smoke [Indian hemp] there” [Simon, 16 years].

In Ngangalizwe, such security problems and violence are even
more prominent themes. Mobility challenges here are principally
to do with security considerations: the neighbourhood has a repu-
tation as a base for the city’s criminal activity and associated vio-
lence. Fear of violence formed a key thread in pupils’ reported
mobility concerns: girls and boys of all ages consider it unsafe to
walk long distances on foot; there are shootings at night and young
people reported seeing dead bodies on the way to school. Thugs
[known as tsotsis] are a threat for both girls and boys, but many
girls are also concerned about being propositioned by boys; there
is a very real fear of rape. Taking a route to school which avoids
places where thugs, dagga [cannabis] smokers, troublemakers or
witches are known to convene is a common strategy but adds to
journey length and time. “Some boys demand money and phones. ..
Rotary is the shortest way to school but there are bandits on the way
so we take the long route” [Susan, 17]. Motorized traffic also pre-
sents a danger since the relatively good roads allow vehicles to
speed.

Although transport is widely available in Ngangalizwe, cost and
lack of funds constrain its use by young people. Moreover, the vehi-
cles are often extremely crowded in morning and evening peak
periods: “everybody is chasing after the same transport: you have
to wake up very early to catch them” [Noma, 14 year-old girl]. None-
theless, transport passenger experiences figure more strongly in
qualitative interviews with school pupils in Ngangelizwe than in
Abura or Ndirande. In addition to potential harassment, many of
the vehicles are old and potentially unsafe. Some schools are
served by contract transport but this imposes a strict time regime
on pupils and if the vehicle comes late (as they reportedly do), they
may get into trouble at school.

4.2. Journeys to support household production and reproduction

Young people in all three cities also make many pedestrian jour-
neys to support household production and reproduction. This is
particularly the case in Abura and Ndirande where motorized
transport is often inaccessible to poor families because of cost
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and, in Ndirande, availability. Many of the mobility problems
young people reported are associated with movements required
of them in this work context. In particular, the lack of water pipes
to the majority of individual houses adds to the travel burden on
young people, especially in Ghana. Over 71% of girls and 82% of
boys in our Abura survey reported carrying water all or most days
in the previous week. Respective figures were lower for Ndirande
(55% girls and 23% boys), but even in Ngangalizwe, where sanita-
tion is better and there is piped water to most locations, the taps
are sometimes dry: here 38% girls and 26% boys reported carrying
water most or all days in the previous week.

In Abura, in particular, young people (especially girls) may also
have to compensate for traffic congestion problems faced by par-
ents and other family members, staying at home in charge of the
house and younger siblings until their parent arrives home, though
there is less evidence for this in our Cape Coast study than in sim-
ilar poor neighbourhoods of the capital, Accra, as reported some
years ago (Grieco et al., 1996), probably because this is a smaller
city. Peripatetic hawking is widespread, even by children of only
7 or 8 years old, and in Abura the presence of a thriving market
and commercial centre encourages such activity. The best sites
for hawking are located along busy routes where traffic holdups al-
low bored drivers to examine traders’ wares and negotiate pur-
chases. If the traffic moves, the child hawker must run to
complete the purchase - very often the item being sold is moving
along with the driver examining it. Although this is also the case
for adult hawkers, the dangers are greater for those of small stature
and a less experienced eye for potential hazards. There may be
other dangers too, in this context, as a local headmaster observed:
“some of these children hawk for their parents thus exposing them to a
lot of dangers. .. rape, abduction, being knocked down by a vehicle”.
However, interviews with children and young people in Abura
made little reference to fear of attack. Younger interviewees, espe-
cially those below the age of 16, said they were afraid to travel to
distant places alone, but this was simply because of the danger of
getting lost.*

By contrast, in Ndirande fear of attack was evident. It has al-
ready been noted with respect to school journeys, but was also re-
ported in the context of doing chores. Steven, aged 11, related how
he was attacked on his way back from market: “I was chased by
dogs which made me to fall and I lost the flour”. The perceived threat
from hooligans or bandits is especially great in the densely vege-
tated locations where children go to collect firewood for domestic
use, up the nearby mountain side.

In Ngangalizwe, load carrying is a much less prominent topic
than in the other two sites, but young people are often expected
to make journeys to the city to collect goods and undertake other
errands for their mothers (using motorized transport more fre-
quently than in Abura and Ndirande because of greater transport
availability). As in the case of travel to school in this neighbour-
hood, dangers are perceived to be substantial, whether made on
foot or by vehicle. Cecilia, 12 years old, sometimes travels into
town by minibus taxi with her mother or a friend, but is nervous
about traveling alone: “I don't like travelling alone when I am sent
to town to buy things for the house. ... The thing I fear about travelling
on a minibus taxi is that the drivers propose love to us... I am scared
that they might kidnap me or rape me if I am alone in the taxi. ... The
taxi conductors are very rude. Just because we are girls they talk trash
and vulgar language to us. They don’t have respect. One time I was
travelling with my friend from town and when we were disembarking
from the taxi, the conductor touched my friend’s back. When we asked
him what was his problem he started talking vulgar language to us
and the driver was laughing”.

4 This mirrors findings from an earlier study in Ghana [Porter and Blaufuss, 2003].

The case studies indicate some broad similarities in daily mobil-
ity challenges faced by young people across the three sites: a pre-
ponderance of pedestrian travel for all journeys (necessitated in
particular by lack of funds to pay transport fares), absence of reg-
ular cycling and the traffic dangers presented by aggressive drivers.
However, in the two southern African sites, fear of attack from peo-
ple clearly presents a very substantial additional hazard perceived
by both boys and girls (unlike Abura). In Abura and Ndirande, load
carrying (especially water carrying) presents a substantially stron-
ger component of the mobility story than it does in Ngangelizwe,
where sanitation is better and motorized transport more widely
available.

The challenges reported in our study neighbourhoods resonate
with and extend findings from other studies. Benwell’s (2009) re-
search with 6-13 year-olds (apparently living in rather more priv-
ileged circumstances) in suburban Cape Town, for instance, points
to dogs, baboon troops, snakes, traffic on the streets and fear of
strangers as significant factors shaping their outdoor mobility.
Gough (2008) comments on long journeys to school on foot in
the context of lack of funds for transport fares in Lusaka, the dan-
gers of night travel, and the important links between livelihood
and mobility. Research in Accra by Grieco et al. (1996) and by
Langevang and Gough (2009) also draws attention to the signifi-
cance of household work demands. Grieco et al. (1996) emphasize
how the activities of the wider family help shape young people’s
daily mobilities, with patterns not very dissimilar to those we
found in Ghana and Malawi, though the need for domestic an-
chors (people who must stay at home to attend to necessary
activities, notably doorstep trading, while key family members
are absent) appears less significant in all of our research sites than
in Accra. Our findings not only bring to the fore the fears of both
genders regarding harassment and attack (encouraging group tra-
vel for safety) in the southern Africa sites, but also put strong
emphasis on the many seemingly minor issues which young peo-
ple clearly feel affect their lives and well-being substantially:
aggressive and dangerous drivers who call insults; the splashed
uniforms which lead to punishment or exclusion from school;
girls’ concerns about ‘love proposals’; etc. The inclusion of child
researchers in our study has, we suggest, been valuable in draw-
ing attention to some of the mobility challenges which young
people could think will be considered too unimportant or are
too embarrassing to raise with adults (also see Porter and Abane,
2008).

5. Mobility as temptation: city girls and boys in danger?

So far we have focused on the challenges young people report
that they face in their everyday mobile lives. But that very mobility
and its perceived implications also evokes strong reaction from the
communities, households and families in which they live. In our
discussions with adult informants the principal theme which
emerged was the negative potential of young people’s mobility in
contexts which adults often perceive to present substantial temp-
tations, i.e. outside daily travel to school or work. Comparison of
the temptations, as perceived by adults and young people, across
our three urban case study sites, draws attention not only to sim-
ilarities but also some significant differences.

In Abura, adults perceive undirected mobility to bring young
people within range of serious dangers: the term commonly used
for mobility in this respect is ‘roaming’ (a term also noted by
Langevang and Gough (2009), in Accra): roaming the streets,
roaming the town, particularly at night. Three separate conversa-
tions, from a parent, from a teacher and from a young man no
longer in school illustrate different facets of the ‘roaming’
phenomenon:
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“One will find children roaming the streets at night. I think the
worst thing [is] this new entertainment centre called Sahara. They
go about in the evenings in vehicles with loud speakers announcing
their programmes for the night... I overheard them inviting the
children” [female teacher].

“A lot of the young people here have given birth. They are always
roaming about - they do not sleep in the evenings. Because of their
behaviour I will not allow my family to come and live here with
me”. [Adamu, parent, 31 years].

“I use my free times to roam town, at times watching football or
other games. .. any time I delay in getting to the house my guard-
ian will rain insults on me. .. and even ask me to go for water about
three times before I could be given some food to eat”. [John,
18 years, out-of-school boy].

The teacher and parent both specifically refer to night-time wan-
derings. The teacher is concerned that when (presumably innocent)
children roam the streets in the dark they will be wooed by unscru-
pulous adults into unsuitable entertainments, while the parent is
more concerned that his own family could be corrupted were they
to be exposed to the (by implication) already corrupted, promiscu-
ous young people who populate the city streets at night. The third
quotation, from an 18 year-old suggests the impatience and resent-
ment of young people with adult concerns around ‘roaming’ and
suggests the enjoyment this presents, despite the punishments
which are likely to ensue should he return home late.

Girls may be less exposed to the dangers and temptations of
undirected mobility in Abura, since the heavier workloads they
are commonly expected to take on, are likely to substantially re-
duce the free time available for ‘roaming’. Nonetheless, parents
are keen to ensure they know where their daughters are going,
as Faustina reflects:

“My mother had this philosophy that a girl who visits a lot of
friends could never turn out as a good cook nor do well academi-
cally. She therefore restricted our movements a good deal and
because there were not many telephones as we have now, I could
not do much networking... My mothers’ restrictions ... helped
me concentrate on my education and become a good cook to my
children” [Faustina, 29 years].

The fact that Faustina now has children of her own perhaps encour-
ages her positive view of the mobility restrictions she faced.

In Ndirande, many of the temptations associated with moving
around the city in Abura were also perceived to be present, both
by parents and their children. The temptations offered by video
halls and bars, the associated perceived potential to be lured into
theft or prostitution, and the particular dangers associated with
movements to such venues at night, were all issues raised by par-
ents and their children. Videos are observed to be a temptation
encouraging truancy from school and are commonly out-of-
bounds: ‘we are not allowed to go and watch films at video halls’ [Fo-
cus Group Discussion, secondary school girls]. Bars, however, ap-
pear to be regarded as the most potent temptation for young
people here; there was particular comment and a clear frisson of
danger associated with one bar, ‘Baghdad’. The girls below observe
their parents’ concern that being seen at Baghdad would impact on
their reputation:

“... [parents] refuse to let us go to places like ‘Baghdad’ . . . it’s a bar
and lots of girls go there for promiscuous acts. .. a neighbour sent
me [there] to buy beer for him... I didn't tell [my parents]”".
[FGD, secondary school girls].

“Parents have concerns that should their daughter frequent such
places then chances are high she can turn into commercial sex
work. .. Baghdad, that is a place which no one in his rightful senses
would go to. .. almost all girls who go there are commercial sex

workers so what would you do there if you are not one of them”.
[FGD girls 13-18 years not in-school].

The observation below, however, indicates precisely why bars like
this offer such excitement to the groups of young men who move
around the city at night:

“Mostly I like hanging out at a popular drinking joint called ‘Chief
Abiola’ [and] I chat till 11 pm. .. and at Baghdad. ... [it is not dan-
gerous to be moving at such a late hour] because most of the times
we move in [a] group. There is a lot of peer influences [from] the
movies and the great mixture of people of different cultures and
customs” [Lister, out-of-school boy, 18 years].

Parents appear to be similarly concerned about young people’s
undirected movements on the streets of Ngangelizwe. As one el-
derly man observed of his grandchildren, “[they play] inside the
house or compound, not on the streets. I do not want my children to
get all the unnecessary influences on the streets” [grandfather caring
for two children]. However, with shops close by in the area, water
taps in many yards (though not necessarily always operating), some
parts with electricity and transport available (if costly), there is per-
haps less justification for young people to spend long periods ‘roam-
ing’ the street. In Ngangalizwe, as in Abura, adult perceptions of the
temptations of the street for girls commonly focus on unwanted
pregnancies: “There are some girls who are getting pregnant at an
early age... They are allowed to go anywhere they feel like and the
end result is pregnancy”. [Father caring for son and niece]. Uncon-
strained mobility is frequently identified as the route to disaster
for girls, whether through walking the streets, where they may be
attacked and robbed or raped, in motorized transport, or through
encounters with so-called ‘sugar daddies’ — older men with money
(Dunkle et al., 2007). The high incidence of rape is a serious problem
in Eastern Cape, not least in the context of HIV risk in the region
(Wood et al., 2007). The taxi rank and associated taxis are identified
as specific spaces where dangerous encounters may take place, as
one taxi driver himself observed: “Girls are actually dating these driv-
ers. They [drivers] promise them money. It is shocking as you will see a
16-year old girl having an affair with a taxi driver. Some of these girls
they dodge school to spend time with their taxi driver boyfriends”.
[Taxi driver, ca. 40 years, parent of 3].

For boys, Ngangalizwe’s streets offer other temptations: “The
young children might end up accepting sweets and anything from
strangers and this is how our children go missing. .. It is very tough
here. I will praise God if my children do not fall into the temptations
of this society. Girls are getting pregnant and boys are stealing and
turning into crime”. [50 year-old household head, mother of 2 girls,
1 boy]. Since “boys don’t do much in the house” [Oyena, 17 year-old
boy], there is perhaps a substantial potential boredom factor
among young men which encourages them to frequent the streets,
despite the high criminality reported by respondents of all ages. A
17 year-old boy (who says he dropped out-of-school because he
was hooked on dagga), spends his days with his friends on the
street and earns an income operating there: “[yesterday] I left my
home to join my friends, we sat and chat[ted] and we just moved up
and down the streets. I then go to deliver the dagga to our customers”
[John, 17 years]. This is the type of activity which concerns so
many parents of boys: outright bans on movement without per-
mission are common in Ngangelizwe. Inevitably, however, there
are times when boys and young men, especially, are tempted to
travel: “Sometimes I have to lie because if I tell her the truth she will
say I must not go”. [David, 12 years]. Night time emerges, as in
Abura and Ndirande, as the period perceived to be most likely to
present temptations: “my mother tells me that I shouldn’t hang
around with the boys who smoke drugs and drink because they do
bad things at night... My mother says that if I start hanging around
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with the boys who do bad stuff I will go to jail and she will stop me
from going to school” [Thami, boy, 15 years]. Similar fears and asso-
ciated warnings were repeated in most of the interviews with par-
ents and their children throughout Ngangelizwe.

Comparison of the potential temptations and other dangers
identified in interviews in each of the three cities suggests that,
in the case of girls, perceptions of promiscuity, damaged reputa-
tions and unwanted pregnancy are key concerns and influence
the behaviour of both parents and daughters, as they also did in Lu-
saka (Gough, 2008). This fear is heightened by the high incidence of
HIV/AIDS, especially in Ngangalizwe and Ndirande. Girls - particu-
larly after puberty - are more likely than boys to experience sus-
tained surveillance by anxious parents, an issue discussed in
more detail below. Boys are generally allowed more freedom of
movement than girls in all three city contexts (again, as in Lusaka,
Gough, 2008), but appear to be equally open to both temptation
and unprovoked dangers of accident and attack. So far as boys
are concerned, the dangers raised by parents and their children
in discussion in Abura seem to revolve around boys tempted by
videos, drinking and promiscuity. In Ndirande and Ngangelizwe,
however, there are strong additional fears associated with the inci-
dence of crime and drugs which are perceived to increase the like-
lihood of unprovoked attack.

One aspect of mobility as temptation which may need further
reflection is the impact of mode of transport. In most cases (despite
the varying size of the cities concerned), the mobility under discus-
sion is clearly pedestrian, though the role of taxi driver ‘sugar dad-
dies’ was raised in Ngangelizwe. As noted above, lacking resources,
the majority of journeys made by young people in all our study
sites are on foot. However, in our survey research, where we asked
young people what they liked and disliked about the forms of
transport they used, the attractions of motor-mobility were raised
by many. The twin thrills of speed and music are apparent, though
it is speed and the thrill of speed which is overwhelmingly the
most commonly noted attribute of motor vehicles. In Ndirande,
for instance, 60% of young people said they liked travelling by
minibus if/when they had the opportunity because of speed and
its associated thrills.

6. Controlling young people’s mobility in the city

In all three cities, as we have seen, both adults and young peo-
ple associate a range of temptations and dangers with young peo-
ple’s mobility. Many adults with young people in their care,
perhaps unsurprisingly, feel it necessary to impose careful surveil-
lance, control and constraint, as we discuss in further detail in this
section. Nonetheless, adult perceptions of mobility among young
people are often ambiguous. On the one hand mobility may be per-
ceived to be positive, where it is about accessing services such as
education and health care, or about assisting household production
and reproduction. On the other hand mobility is associated with
potentially disruptive and destructive behaviour which may bring
shame or loss to the family or neighbourhood. Since the freedom to
be mobile can be viewed as an expression of power (Sheller and
Urry, 2006), young people’s mobility performances on the street
may cause unease among elders, and a tension in inter-genera-
tional relations that is likely to impact back on the young in the
form of mobility constraints and place-related exclusion zones.
Having illustrated individual city contexts in some detail in the
preceding sections, we can now draw broad comparisons across
the three neighbourhoods with reference to adult responses to spe-
cific local dangers.

From the tone of many of our interviews with parents and other
adult key informants, across all three sites, it is clear that the adult
view of acceptable mobility among young people is that which com-

prises purposeful travel to acceptable destinations in a small group
of one gender, in daytime. Where adults have loads which need
carrying (as in Abura) young people’s mobility is especially accept-
able because it is often crucial to household survival. Travel within
a small group is perceived to confer protection from attack and to
reduce the likely potential for, and uptake of, temptation. The adult
view of unacceptable mobility among young people by contrast in-
cludes individual loitering ‘with intent’, and movement in large
gangs or in mixed gender groups, especially at night.

Specific urban spaces may be perceived by adults and those in
authority to be appropriate or inappropriate places for young peo-
ple to move to and pass through, in some cases depending on gen-
der. Markets tend to be perceived as appropriate spaces for girls,
for instance, but lorry parks (a common venue for prostitutes)
are not. There appears to be little variation across the three sites
in this respect: appropriate spaces are routes to and locations of
productive work or socially-approved play and recreation (church,
in particular) in daylight hours; inappropriate spaces are locations
where drinking, promiscuity, pornographic media and other nega-
tive influences may be encountered, especially (but not only) after
dark: video houses, bars, disreputable neighbours, houses where
the young are ‘badly behaved’, the house of a friend of the opposite
seX, streets at night, night parties such as weddings and dances,
discos, [for younger children] playing by tarmac roads or rivers.

Our interview data shows that adults attempt surveillance and
control of the mobility of young people in their care through a wide
range of strategies, among which the most typical, across all three
sites, include eliciting reports from neighbours and siblings,
encouraging travel in small groups, specifying out-of-bounds
spaces, warning of potential natural and supernatural threats, stip-
ulating threats which will be imposed following late return, impos-
ing extra household tasks following late return, denying food
following late return and, in some cases, giving beatings and even
excluding the young person from home. Occasionally, particularly
in Ngangelizwe, the ultimate threat seems that of being sent back
to the village: “If I disobey my mother [as to where I go] she will beat
me or send me to the rural areas of which I don’t want” [Cecilia,
12 years]. This suggests perceptions of the village as a haven from
the city’s moral decay, which would accord with Lee’s (2004)
observations regarding first generation migrants in Cape Town
and with comments in our other urban sites. As a father with 10
children in Ndirande observed, “What is happening here is different
from what would happen if we were in the village. Here are many
places that he can sneak to instead of going to school and nobody
cares. While in the village. .. a child’s misdemeanours are easily re-
ported to parents because people take up the responsibility of raising
up each other’s child”.

Fear appears to be a key component utilized by adults to con-
strain young people’s mobility in all sites. We suggest there may
be two aspects to this: firstly, the immediate fear of parental disap-
proval and associated punishments; secondly, fears of supernatural
dangers and witchcraft which may be raised or heightened by
adult suggestion and/or community rumour. We put forward this
latter idea - that adults may sometimes harness the supernatural
as a strategy to constrain potentially wayward young people -
somewhat tentatively. However, a selection of observations made
across the three sites indicates the way young people’s mobility
can be constrained by fear of supernatural elements. Given adult
concerns for their young people it seems feasible that supernatural
threats are used on occasion as a supplement to more concrete
dangers in order to constrain mobility to safer spaces:

“Nowadays it’s a little scary walking round this neighbourhood in
the evenings because there are ritual murderers around. ... I told
my mum that I was going for choir practice in the evening and
my mum told me not to go since there was a wake-keeping in
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the area. ... when I got home [she] was very angry” [Emma,
18 years, Abura].

“We are told some people carry coffins in their cars and when we
see the coffins our spirits are taken away and we will die after three
days” [Akua, 14 years, Abura].

“We lost our first born mysteriously and it was later agreed that we
[children] should not go home [to Dedza] for fear of being
bewitched” [Mary, 18 years, Ndirande].

“You don’t want your child taken advantage of by criminals and
witches. Children are being abducted these days and the chance
of a girl being taken away is more than that of a boy”. [Father car-
ing for two children, Ngangelizwe].

As we observed above, girls are more likely than boys to experience
sustained surveillance by anxious parents, especially after puberty,
despite the fact that boys generally appear to be equally open to
temptation and to unprovoked dangers of accident and attack.
Fathers, in particular, tended to express strong concerns about the
movements of their daughters in the city. The following comment
from a father of two in Ngangalizwe focuses on their vulnerability:
“Girls should not just go anywhere unless they have been sent because
there are places that are too risky for a girl to be walking alone. About 5
months ago a girl was found raped and her throat slit, which makes you
very wary ... at least boys can run away but girls are too scared, they
will even be afraid to run away”. However, the remark made by a
father of 10 children in Ndirande encapsulates a common attitude
among fathers (and some mothers) in all sites that girls’ potential
promiscuity is also an ever-present threat: “to raise a girl child prop-
erly, you need to have a keen eye on her always”. This leads to more
specific constraints on girls’ than boys’ mobility, especially after
dark: “I do not feel comfortable to be letting girls be mobile and coming
home late” [Father of 2, Ndirande]. Rose, an out-of-school 18 year
old in the same city expressed some frustration with the restric-
tions imposed, but also recognised the reasoning behind them:
“[my parents] need to monitor every step that I make. My movements
are strictly monitored at home. .. perhaps because I am the last born
and so dear to them”. Inevitably, however, sustained surveillance is
likely to evoke resentment, especially when male siblings are not
subject to the same restrictions:

“Boys can even come home very late at night but not us. ... Parents
always doubt our movements. They fear we might get pregnant. .. [if
we are late] parents shout at us, we are not allowed to enter the house,
we are whipped by our guardians” [FGD out-of-school girls, 16-
18 years, Ndirande]. In Abura and Ngangelizwe we met less ex-
pressed resentment among girls of the differential treatment of
boys, by comparison with Ndirande. Perhaps in the Abura case this
is because girls have limited opportunity to move undirected
around the city, being kept extremely busy with work in the house
(since household work loads, as discussed above, are very substan-
tial). In the Ngangalizwe case, possibly because young people
themselves perceive the streets to be so dangerous, many girls lack
a strong desire to travel alone or unsupervised.

7. Conclusion: Africa’s urban ‘youthscapes’ in an increasingly
mobile world

Our aim in this paper has been to explore how positive and neg-
ative images of mobile young people resident in poor urban neigh-
bourhoods in Africa play out in terms of the inter-generational
frictions and negotiations generated by their mobility perfor-
mances, drawing comparisons across three diverse city contexts.
We have also reflected on the developmental consequences of
mobility achieved and mobility frustrated, in terms of young peo-
ple’s access to services and income and their participation in the
social networks and peer culture which may shape their life trajec-
tories. This has required us to consider how factors such as gender

and age intersect with specific conditions (local economy, trans-
port provision, and cultural context, including inter-generational
relations) in the three city locations to mediate young people’s
mobility experiences. Substantial qualitative and quantitative
data-sets and the comparative component of our research have
enabled us to build significantly on the relatively few studies of
young people’s mobility available to date for urban Africa.

Discussion around three themes has been utilized to explore
these issues: mobility as challenge, mobility as temptation and
mobility control. In the discourses around mobility presented by
young people in the three poor urban neighbourhoods, two strands
have emerged strongly, one which centres around fear and the
other which centres around thrill and temptation. Fears of super-
natural dangers and witchcraft, traffic, guard/stray dogs, rape,
theft, mugging, hijack, all help to constrain movement of both gen-
ders (though the precise nature of the threat varies across the three
study sites). On the other hand, young people also associate mobil-
ity with the thrill and excitement of new places, new people, new
experiences, perhaps a transformed personal identity - what Lee
(2004) refers to as mobility ‘worn with flair’. This seems to be espe-
cially the case with those at or beyond puberty in Ndirande and
Ngangelizwe. Mobility becomes conceived as a route to opportu-
nity and freedom, including sexual freedom: a means of opening
up interstitial spaces beyond surveillance and possibly outside
conventional norms of behaviour (as perceived by parents and
authority). Motor-mobility (as opposed to walking) offers particu-
lar advantages, the thrills of speed, music and an opportunity to
reach places at least less accessible to surveillance by parents
and their potential informants. For the majority of our respon-
dents, however, especially in Abura and Ndirande, the cost of fares
strictly limits such opportunities.

Adult discourse, by contrast, is mostly negative in all three
sites, with a strong focus on the dangers of mobility. Among
adults, in particular, as we have seen, city freedoms are con-
trasted with the benefits of village surveillance and concern. In
poorer neighbourhoods, where recent migrants tend to congre-
gate, the opportunity for parents to enlist local community mem-
bers as informants to keep an eye on their children may be
especially restricted, if neighbours are unknown new residents.
Inevitably, inter-generational tensions arise in the face of these
rather different mobility discourses which young people and their
parents present. Carers’ fears, shaped not least by the HIV/AIDS
epidemic, poverty, and the incidence of rape, violence and trans-
actional sex have combined to create moral panic. Parents who
feel disempowered in their efforts to maintain a duty of care in
the city, frequently resort to specifying a range of mobility restric-
tions, place-related exclusions and associated threats. These are
often particularly firmly imposed on girls, and commonly pre-
sented within a parental discourse around girls’ and women'’s vul-
nerability and need of protection. However, this discourse is
embedded in gendered power hierarchies which inevitably help
shape the narrative of mobility meanings (Cresswell and Uteng,
2008; Porter, 2010). Young people in turn may feel disempowered
and resentful of parental constraints. Since direct contestation
and conflict over movement and access to forbidden spaces is re-
strained by the skewed power relations which shape interactions
between young people and their elders, young people in all three
sites commonly look for ways to circumvent parental and family
rules and restrictions rather than displaying overt disobedience to
adult authority.

In achieving this aim, a new weapon has recently come to their
aid: the cell phone. The virtual mobility offered by the mobile
phone [for planning journeys, organizing clandestine meetings,
assessing destination potential]| presents a particularly potent tool
in the repertoire of obfuscation and circumvention and one which
is becoming increasingly available to young people in Africa. Our
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survey data indicates that in Malawi 22% of the urban young
people surveyed had used a cell phone in the previous week; in
Ghana the respective figure was 36% and in South Africa 67%.
The majority of use in all three contexts was social contact with
friends and family. The cell phone clearly presents a new factor
in the youth mobility nexus: its implication for young people’s
struggles towards acquisition of autonomy and new identities
and its broader impacts are only beginning to emerge (Porter
et al,, 2010).

Shades of the cosmopolitanism described by Ferguson (1999)
in Zambia’s Copper Belt towns are evident, to varying degrees,
among young people in each of our study sites, and encapsulate
adult concerns - young men and women parading down the
street in ‘flashy’ clothes and expensive footwear, dagga smokers
lurking in bushes and hanging round street corners, frequenters
of dubious video establishments where pornographic or violent
films are on show, noisy groups of young people in clusters out-
side bars where the music is loud and non-traditional, girls tour-
ing the streets in their sugar-daddy‘s car, wielding expensive
mobile phones, etc. But while many young people may toy with
the possibilities offered by such ideas and identities, and cell
phones or motor-mobility may enable them to experiment in
places away from adult surveillance, our data suggests the major-
ity of mobility among young people in poor neighbourhoods in all
three urban sites takes a very different form, in which walking,
‘respectful’ comportment on the streets, and (especially in the
southern African study sites) diversionary tactics to avoid difficult
people and places where encounters with thugs, thieves and other
undesirables may occur, are dominant features, especially insofar
as girls and younger children are concerned. This accords closely
with Langevang’s (2008, p. 240) observations of young men in Ac-
cra, who ‘do not occupy the street in order to deliberately pro-
voke... Rather, their acts may be seen as everyday mundane
strategies for survival’. In the neighbourhoods which we re-
searched, much movement of young people is directed simply to-
wards getting by in the city: above all, family livelihood
maintenance. The cost of motorized transport is one among a
complex set of factors which tend to limit schooling beyond pri-
mary level, especially for girls, and also helps reduce the potential
to make subsequent job searches (and the social contacts so often
necessary to secure work) beyond the local neighbourhood [also
observed by Gough (2008), in Lusaka]. The realities of life in the
everyday are harsh, especially since mobility is often not merely
severely constrained but a source of inter-generational dispute:
the broader consequences for young people’s livelihood trajecto-
ries are inevitably substantial.

Acknowledgments

We wish to acknowledge the many people who have contrib-
uted to this study: the young people who agreed to participate in
the study as researchers and respondents, other informants and
the following RAs and researchers Ghana: Samuel Agblorti, Esia
Donko, Regina Obli-Odei, Mercy Otsin, Samuel Owusu, Ekaw Afful
Wellington; Malawi: Linny Kachama, Matthews Nkosi, Bernie Za-
keyo, Brian Mkandawire, Meya Mkandawire, Faith Hackim, Lucia
Desire, Maurice Zulu, Kisinger Chima, Chiwaula Joseph; South Afri-
ca, Eastern Cape: Sipho Dube, Goodhope Maponya with assistance
from Andisiwe Bango, Nokholo Hlezupondo, Busi Luwaca, Noma
Mlomo. We are most grateful for their assistance. We have also
benefited from the comments of two anonymous referees. The
study is funded by ESRC/DFID (RES-167-25-0028): however, the
funders can accept no responsibility for any information provided
or views expressed.

References

Appadurai, Arjun, 1990. Disjuncture and difference in the global cultural economy.
Public Culture 2 (2), 1-24.

Benwell, M.C., 2009. Challenging minority world privilege: children’s outdoor
mobilities in post-apartheid South Africa. Mobilities 4 (1), 77-101.

Chant, S., Jones, G., 2005. Youth, gender and livelihoods in West Africa: perspectives
from Ghana and the Gambia. Children’s Geographies 3 (2), 185-199.

Comaroff, ]., Comaroff, J.L., 1999. Occult economies and the violence of abstraction:
notes from the South African postcolony. American Ethnologist 26 (20), 279-
303.

Cresswell, T., Uteng, T.P., 2008. Gendered mobilities: towards an holistic
understanding. In: Uteng, T.P., Cresswell, T. (Eds.), Gendered Mobilities.
Ashgate, pp. 1-12.

Dunkle, K.L., Jewkes, R., Nduna, M., Jama, N., Levin, ]., Sikweyiya, Y., Koss, M., 2007.
Transactional sex with casual and main partners among young South African
men in the rural Eastern Cape: prevalence, predictors and associations with
gender-based violence. Social Science and Medicine 65, 1235-1248.

Durham, D., 2000. Youth and the social imagination in Africa: introduction to Parts
and 2. Anthropological Quarterly 73 (3), 113-120.

Ferguson, J., 1999. Expectations of Modernity: Myths and Meanings of Urban Life on
the Zambian Copper Belt. University of California Press, Berkeley.

Geissler, W., Alber, E., Whyte, S., et al., 2004. Grandparents and grandchildren. Africa
74, 1.

Gough, K., 2008. ‘Moving around’: the social and spatial mobility of youth in Lusaka.
Geografiska Annaler 90 (3), 243-257.

Grieco, M., Apt, N., Turner, J., 1996. At Christmas and on Rainy Days: Transport,
Travel and the Female Traders of Accra. Avebury, Aldershot.

Langevang, T., 2008. Claiming space: the production of young men'’s street meeting
places in Accra, Ghana. Geografiska Annaler Series B 90 (3), 227-242.

Langevang, T., Gough, K., 2009. Surviving through movement: the mobility of urban
youth in Ghana. Social and Cultural Geography 10 (7), 741-756.

Lee, R., 2004. Mobility matters: mothers, daughters and signifying difference among
Africans in Cape Town, 1950-2000. Paper Presented at the Biennial Conference
of the African Studies Association, Goldsmiths College, University of London,
UK.

Maira, S.M., 2005. Planet youth: Asian American youth cultures, citizenship, and
globalization. In: Ono, KA. (Ed.), Asian American Studies after Critical Mass.
Blackwell, Oxford.

Porter, G.,2010. ‘I think a woman who travels a lot is befriending other men and that’s
why she travels’: mobility constraints and their implications for rural women and
girl children in sub-Saharan Africa. Gender, Place and Culture, in press.

Porter, G., Abane, A., 2008. Increasing children’s participation in transport planning:
reflections on methodology in a child-centred research project. Children’s
Geographies 6 (2), 151-167.

Porter, G., Blaufuss, KJ., 2003. Children, transport and traffic in southern Ghana.
Revised version of paper prepared for the international workshop on Children
and traffic, Copenhagen, May 2-3, 2002. Available at <https://exdurf.dur.ac.uk/
exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.dur.ac.uk/child.mobility>.

Porter, G., Blaufuss, K., Owusu Acheampong, F., 2007. Youth, mobility and rural
livelihoods in sub-Saharan Africa: perspectives from Ghana and Nigeria. Africa
Insight 37 (3), 420-431.

Porter, G., Hampshire, K., Abane, A., Munthali, A., Robson, E., Mashiri, M., Maponya,
G., 2010. Where dogs, ghosts and lions roam: learning from mobile
ethnographies on the journey from school. Children’s Geographies 8 (2), 91-
105.

Porter, G., Hampshire, K., Bourdillon, M., Robson, E., Munthali, A., Abane, A., Mashiri,
M., in press. Children as research collaborators: issues and reflections from a
mobility study in sub-Saharan Africa. American Journal of Community
Psychology.

Porter, G., Hampshire, K., Abane, A., Munthali, A., Robson, E., Mashiri, M., Maponya,
G., 2010. Youth, mobility and mobile phones: findings from a three country
study. Paper Presented at the Conference ICT: Africa’s Revolutionary Tools for
the 21st Century? Edinburgh University.

Robson, E., 1996. Working girls and boys: children’s contributions to household
survival in West Africa. Geography 81 (4), 43-47.

Schildkraut, E., 1981. The employment of children in Kano. In: Rodgers, G., Standing,
G. (Eds.), Child Work Poverty and Underdevelopment. ILO, Geneva, pp. 81-112.

Sheller, M., Urry, ]., 2006. The new mobilities paradigm. Environment and Planning
A 38, 207-226.

Turner, G., Kwakye, E., 1996. Transport and survival strategies in a developing
economy: case evidence from Accra, Ghana. Journal of Transport Geography 4
(3), 161-168.

Van Blerk, L., 2005. Negotiating spatial identities: mobile perspectives on street life
in Uganda. Children’s Geographies 3 (1), 5-21.

Van Dijk, R., 1998. Pentecostalism, cultural memory and the state: contested
representations of time in postcolonial Malawi. In: Werbner, R. (Ed.), Memory
and the Postcolony: African Anthropology and the Critique of Power. Zed Books,
London.

Wood, K., Lambert, H., Jewkes, R., 2007. “Showing roughness in a beautiful way”:
talk about love, coercion and rape in South African youth sexual culture.
Medical Anthropology Quarterly 21 (3), 277-300.

Young, L., Barrett, H., 2001. Adapting visual methods: action research with Kampala
street children. Area 33 (2), 141-152.



