


WEST AFRICAN THEATRE

AND PERFORMING

ARTS JOURNAL
. (WATPAJO)

VOL] NO]
June 20]]



ii

WATPAJO, is a journal published biennially in June ilnd December by Dorcamos
Tops Publisher:: Ltd for the Performing Arts Department, University of Ilorin,
Nigeria and Department of Theatre Studies, University of Cape Coast, Ghana. All
views or conclusions are those ofthe authors ofthe articles and not necessarily those
ofthe editorial staffthe Universities or the Publishers.

Editorial Office: Mail contributions and books for review to: Editor, West Africa
Theatre and Performing Arts Journal, c/o DeraIlment of Performing Arts,
University ofIlorin, Ilorin, Nigeria

Su1:is'.:riptions: Address all subscription and business correspondence to the Journal
Manager, Dorcamos Tops Publishers Ltd, No 1 Ayo Street, Greenland Estate,
Olokonla,Ajah, Lagos

Notice ofnon receipt ofan issue must be sent within fi111r weeks afterthe due date for
receipt ofthe issue. Please notifY the Press ofany c.hange in address; the Post Office
does not forward third-class mail. Information on bulk order discounts is available
from thejournals Manager at Dorcamos Tops Publishers Ltd.

Individual subscription: Africa Countries $25 (except Nigeria-N2,550
& Ghana-¢30); Other Countries-$3l:V£25 !€28

Institutional subscription: Africa Countries $38 (except Nigeria N4,500,
& Ghana-¢45); Other Countries··$65/£42!€49

Postage within Africa: Nigeria- NI,500; Ghana-¢20;Other Countries
$14.00

Postage outsideAfrica: $18.50

For Nigerian Residents add 5% sales tax

Periodicals postage paid at Lagos Mainland and additional mailing offices.

Postmaster: send address changes to West Africa Theatre and Performing Arts
Journal, Dorcamos Tops Publishers Ltd, Journals Division, No 1 Ayo Street,
Greenland Estate, Olokonla, Ajah, Lagos.

Cover Concept: . Oyenike Eseagwu

Cover Design: NnamdiNwachukwuHenry

Type Setting: Adesqueen Graphics

Copyright (c) 20 11 Dorcamos Tops Publi~hers Ltd.



iii

Editorial Team

Professor Ziky O. Kofoworola
Editor

Dr. Victor Yankah
Deputy Editor

Kayode G. Kofoworola
Associate Editor

Editorial Consultants

Professor Dapo Adelugba- Nigeria - Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria
Dr. Brian Crow- United Kingdom - University of Birmingham
Professor Domwin Kuupole Ghana- University of Cape Coast
Professor Duro Oni - Nigeria University of Lagos
Professor Patrick Ebewo - South Africa - Tshwane University Technology \
Professor Dele Jegede - U.S.A Miami University, Ohio i
Professor Stanley Agoro - Nigeria - Niger Delta University

Editorial Policy

++++

+++
+

+++
+

++++

+++
+

+++
+

.+++

Articles on any aspect of Theatre and Performing Arts in West Africa may
be submitted for consideration. Articles must be original, properly
researched and must not have been submitted for publication elsewhere.
Articles for WAPAJO should be 5000 words at least, and technical reports
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words. Title of paper, authors name and address, e-mail address and
telephone numbers must be on a separate cover page.
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WATPAJO is published bi- annually in June and December. Papers for
June must be received by December and those for December must be
received by June.
Contributors are responsible for obtaining permission and paying cost to
produce any materials, including illustrations, for which they do not hold
the copyright.
Contributors whose papers are accepted will be communicated
concerning financial obligations which must be met before publication is
done.
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Preface

he West African Theatre and Performing Art~ Journal (a.k.a WATPAJO),
which is the first Journal of Theatre and Performing Arts in Africa, was
conceived and birthed by Professor E.G Kofoworola during his sabbatical

leave at the University of Cape Coast, Ghana. By its creation, the journal has
provided the long awaited platform for critical discourse of theatre ,.ad performing
arts in the WestAfrican sub region.

WATPAJO explores Theatre and Performing Alts with the aim ofre-defining the
culture and folklore ofthe people ofWest Africa. The conceptual framework of the
journal hopes to advance the metaphoric ramification oftheatre to re-orientate the
peoples of West Africa and Africa in general, towards knowledge, progress and
development.

As a product from academic interaction between resourceful and fertile minds, I
am delighted to note that the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the
University of Ilorin, Nigeria and the University of Cape Coast, Ghana continues to
yield good fruits for the benefit of mankind. This journal is the third publication
emanating from the collaborative efforts. It is my sincere hope that this laudable
initiative of the Perfornling Arts Department, University of Ilorin and Theatre
Studies Department of the University of Cape Coast will serve as a model for other
faculties and departments in both universities.

I observed that the articles contained in this maiden edition ofthe journal were
reviewed by recognised authorities in the field ofthcatre and performing arts, with
an array of accomplished academics from across the world on the editorial board. I
therefore wish to congratulate all those whose articles had been selected for
publication.

Finally, while wishing the editorial board good success and Godspeed, I
sincerely hope that this journal will continually be a veritable reference point for
scholars and students oftheatre and performing arts in Africa and the world at large.

Professor Is-haq Olanrewaju Oloyede
Vice-chancellor
University ofIlorin
Ilorin
Nigeria.




































































































































































































































































































